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ondergaard Is Told SAG Won't Aid 
~ Actors Who Offend Public Opinion 


Hollywood, March 20. + 


4 





Screen Actors Guild board of di- 
rectors today (Tues.) notified Gale 
Sondergaard that while it “will 
ight against any secret blacklist 
treated by any group of employ- 
brs,” it would not attempt to force 
hiring of any actor whose “actions 
putside of union activities have so 
ne American public opinion 
hat he has made himself unsale- 
able at the boxoffice.” Meeting 
was called to di$Scuss Miss Sonder- 
aard’s letter of March 13 concern- 
a her subpoena for appearance 
before House un-American Activi- 
ties Committee tomorrow (Wed.). 
_While SAG denied reports that 
it had been called into session to 
discuss Ward Bond’s_ successful 
rampaign to prevent California 


Wheel Soph Into Houston 


Houston, March 20. 


Sophie Tucker was scheduled 
to return tonight (Tues.) to the 
Shamrock hotel here, following an 
illness of two days. 

Miss Tucker, who was slated to 
open Saturday (17) was wheeled 
into the room on a stretcher while 
an ambulance was waiting, and 
told the patrons that she would 
be unable to appear. 





from a heavy cold before she went 
into the Shamrock. She'll wind 


Room to Prove Illness: 


REAL WHODUNIT 
NO. 1 QUIZ SHOW 


Estes W. Kefauver, a Democrat 
Senator from Tennessee, is easily 
the No. 1 television headliner of 
the moment. 

Few news events have ever 
| gripped the American public as the 
Kefauver Senate Crime Investigat- 
,ing Committee, currently conduct- 
_ing its hearings in New York. This 
| reallife whodunit makes any reel, 
| radio, legit or video version pallid 
| by comparison. The “production” 
has parlayed showmanship with 
national (and possibly interna- 
tional) political overtones into 
Television’s No. 1 Show. 


A‘cast that Hollywood could 











iby the investigating committee 
| that Hollywood could never ap- 


Teachers Assn. from presenting a; UP her date at this inn Saturday proximate, have given the Kefauver 


erg of merit to Jose Ferrer, 
t had been the intention of sev- 
eral members of the board to raise 
the matter on the floor. However, 
no one did so, except Anne Revere, 
a member of the board who is‘her- 
self under subpoena to appear be- 
fore the House committee in April. 
‘ Although not mentioning Bond 
by name, Miss Revere said she did 
not know how to act when she 
goes before the House committee, 
whether to refuse to answer on 
the basis of the Fifth Amendment’s 
protection against self-incrimina- 
ion, or to deny that she is a Com- 

unist and then face private ac- 
usations of 
erself, ; 
In response to this, Bond, also a 
SAG board member, stated that he 
oe bee “talking too much,” but 
lenied having said that Jose Fer- 
rer and Edward G. Robinson were 
perjuring themselves. SAG official 
Statement said the matter was not 

(Continued on page 2) 


Borscht Battle Brews As 
 Brandts’ ‘Bagels & Yox’ 
~ Rivals ‘Borscht-Capades’ 


\ Miami Beach, March 20. 

A battle of the borscht is behind 
he Brandts’ move, with the agent- 
ng assistance of Beckman & 
ransky, to produce a “Bagels & 


having perjured 





Yox” vaude-revue, which debuts | 


his Friday (23) at the Roosevelt 
heatre, Miami Beach. This is the 
randt house where Hal Zeiger 
nd Mickey Katz just closed their 
hird-season ‘touring “Borscht- 


apades,” after seven weeks and | 


rosses that ranged fr 14,000 
0 $18,000. wa saci 


Zeiger is currently in New York 


uddling with Lee Shubert to bring 
he show to Broadway. The 
randts, meantime, have an- 
ounced a plan to Tour their 
orscht-vaudeshows in the Brandt- 
wned “subway circuit” theatres in 
he Bronx, Brooklyn and Queens. 
Beckman & Pransky allegedly 
Pproached several “Borscht- 
-avades” acts and, with the excep- 
‘on of the ventriloquial Picky 
-ane, none moved over. B&P’s 
»'neup for “Bagels and Yox” com- 
(Continued on page 18) 


Chi Gabber Harvey 
Under D of J Fire 
For Atomic ‘Raid 


Chicago, March 20. 

Department of Justice is seeking 
a Grand Jury indictment against 
ABC commentator Paul Harvey for 
his role in the “Raid” last month 
(of the top-secret Argonne atomic 
|laboratory at nearby Lemont. 
| Govt., through Asst. U. S. Attorney 
| Edward Ryan, began presenting its 
ease Monday (19), charging 
| Harvey, with “trying to obtain in- 
formation respecting national de- 
fense with intent or reason to be- 
lieve the information is to be used 
to the injury of the U. S.” 


On his Sunday night ABC news- 
cast, Harvey revealed for the first 
tiae some of the details of his 
nocturnal visit to the atomic plant 
| Feb. 6, which resulted in his cap- 
| ture within the grounds by security 
‘guards. Gabber said on the airer 

he was attempting to prove the 
lax security standards at the super- 
| secret installation. 

Presentation of the newscaster’s 
case is expected to take most of 
| this week, with indications that the 
U. S. attorney will okay Harvey’s 
‘request to appear. Meanwhile, ABC 
is continuing to carry the gabber, 
taking the position, according to a 
‘web spokesman, that no charges 
‘yet have been proven against 
Harvey. 


It’s Dr. Cantor Soon 


Philadelphia, March 20. 
Temple University will honor 
' comedian Eddie Cantor with a Doc- 
‘torate of Humane Letters this se- 
'mester. ‘The function will occur 
during the June commencement ex- 
‘ ercises. : 

' Ralph Bunche and George C. 

















Mevsnall, the Sccretary of Defense, | 


‘will be similarly honored. 


has pushed almost everything else 
aside. Korea, atom spy trials, rent 
controls, the UN—everything has 
taken second news position to this 
No. 1 TV story. 


Broadway will be glad when this 
inew “What’s My Crime?” quiz 
i show hits the road. The out-of- 
| town preliminary probes were just 
's0 many road companies. This is 
(Continued on page 38) 
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KUKLA, FRANK & KEFAUVER 
(A Review of the Television 
Show) 


This highly entertaining day- 
time program is rapidly out- 
stripping the nighitime pro- 
grams in popularity. The 
toughest critics call it ‘‘arrest- 
ing.” It has everything. It’s a 
panel show, a quiz show, a 
whodunit and an amateur hour. 
Of course, in this case, most 
of the amateurs are “profes- 
sionals.” It had the added ad- 
vantage of breaking in on the 
road (Chicago, Washington, 
Los Angeles, Miami, etc.) be- 
fore it came to New York. 

On most programs, the 
sponsor’s product comes in 
cans. On this quiz show it’s 
the contestants who are usually 
in the can. The emcee, easy- 
going, affable Senator Estes 
Kefauver, has everything that 
Arthur Godfrey has except a 
commercial. Also, he can’t 
play the ukulele. His relaxed 
style is just right for bringing 
out the most from his con- 
testants (which ain't easy!). 

The contestants on the show 
caught had a tendency to be 
unusually shy, especially as re- 
gards their occupations. Pro- 
gram has pace, pathos and 
comedy, but could use a little 
more “singing.” 

Unusual gimmick is that the 
winning contestants may be 
ebooked from 1-10 years solid 
at Loew’s Alcatraz. The regu- 
lar panel (Tobey, O’Connor, 
Hunt and Kefauver) are com- 
petent but could use a few 
loweut necklines here and 
| there. (Paging Senators Kilgal- 
len, McElhone, and McNellis). 

Hal Block. 














'S KEFAUVER FEVER KAYOS B.0. 








Milton Berles NBC ‘Dream Deal’: 
Works 20 Years, Collects for 30 





| 


‘Now It’s ‘Em-Sea’ For 
Vaudeo on Showboat 


Now television is set to make in- 
roads into what remains of the old 
showboat. Ad agency topper Arn- 
cld Cohan and tele producer Jeff 
Selden are prepping a new video 
stanza which will originate from a 
river-plying ship. Idea involves a 





sell as “em-sea,” plus an audience 
| participation gimmick. 

| Audience aboard for the telecast; 
‘which would originate from a Man- 


Miss Tucker had been suffering | never type-cast, an ad lib “script” | hattan dock, would see the enter- | 


|tainment cuffo. Later they’d be 
bese to take’ the subsequent 
moonlight cruise around the island 


| there would be a nick. 


' 
| 
| 





| 
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‘Jolson’s Estate - 
Worth More, Now 
Nearer $4,500,000 


Charles Schwartz (& Frolich), 
attorney for the late Al Jolson, is 
authority for the comedian’s 
astuteness as an investor, by point- 
ing up that in the few months 
since the star’s death last October, 
his estimated $4,000,000 estate ap- 
preciated between $100,000 and 
$200,000. In addition, Schwartz 
finds that instead of an “almost 
$4,000,000,” the estate is now 
worth more—nearer $4,500,000, 
because of judicious investments 
in Allied Chemical, duPont, Gen- 
eral Motors, U. S. Steel, etc. 

With the exception of a $200,000 
outright bequest to Cedars of Le- 
banon hospital, Los Angeles; $50,- 
000 to the Northwoods Sanatorium 

(Continued on page 54) 
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vaudeo production, with Todd Rus: | 


LLAVAN 


presents 


All Girl Orchestra and Choir 


PHIL SPITALNY 


By ABEL GREEN 


Milton Berle’s new NBC-RCA 
deal is perhaps the top “dream 
deal” that any actor could ask for. 
| It’s a perpetual life insurance, if 80 
|years can be regarded as in per- 
petuity. Considering Berle’s age 
bracket—in the early 40s—it comes 
pretty close to any top actuarial 
| computations. It’s a deal which is 
|the average showman’s dream— 
| “there can never be any benefits 
played for me!” 


| It calls for 20 years’ employment 
|to be spread over 30 years on the 
| payroll. It means that the last 10 
|years are paid-for layoffs, at an 
annual average stipend of close to 
| $50,000 a year. Berle’s personal 
| attorney Irwin Rosenberg, of Fed- 
‘eral Judge Irving Kaufman’s of- 





probe a melodramatic impact that! and see an after-show, for which | fice, worked out the details. 


| The comedian’s NBC-payrolled 
income is tantamount to an annuity 
since, obviously, Berle during his 
activity as a star can earn in two 
years (or less) what is the total 
value of the entire NBC-RCA con- 
tract. But this is a base that puts 
him on easy street for life. For the 
next five years he is committed 
to work 39 weeks; for the second 
five years he need only work 25 
weeks, in both brackets as a per- 
former. For the other two periods 


(Continued on page 18) 








(2506 Ceiling on TV 
Insurance (Half That Of 
AM) Because of Hazards 


Massachusetts Bonding & Insur- 
ance Co., which writes the bulk 
radio-TV libel insurance in the 
U. S.—it lays it off reportedly with 
Lloyd’s of London—has placed a 
$250,000 ceiling on video insur- 
| ance. The $500,000 ceiling for ra- 
'dio programs still stands. 
| Theory is that TV’s hazards are 
‘greater because, by gesture or mo- 
;tion, the sight hazards of libel, 
(Continued on page 54) 
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House 


Red Probers Close Loophole 


For Witnesses Who Refuse to Answer 


Washington, March 20. 
With the Hollywood Red hear- 
ings opening tomorrow morning 
(Wed.) some members of the House 
Un-American Activities Committee 
believe they have an ace in the 
hole to handle witnesses who re- 


fuse to answer questions on the ! 


ground of possible self-incrimina- 
tion. 
Gale Sondergaard, slated as one 


of the initial batch of witnesses, | 


as already announced publicly she 
will py protection of the Fifth 
Amendment. Other witnesses are 
also expected to refuse to answer 
on grounds of self-incrimination. 
Feeling is understood to be very 
strong on the Coast that if a wit- 
ness takes that position, he will 
avoid a contempt of Congress cita- 
tion or, at least, avoid conviction 


for such contempt. This is based | 


on two very recent cases before 
the U. S. Supreme Court. Tribunal 
found in the Patricia Blau and Jane 


Rogers cases that an individual | 
could go far in refusing to testify | 


against one’s self. 
Justice Vinson’s ‘Footnote 12’ 
However, in the Supreme Court’s 
Rogers case decision of Feb. 26 
last, Chief Justice Fred M. Vinson 
wrote a “Footnote 12” which states: 


“Membership in the Communist | 
Party was not of itself a crime at) 
the time the questions in this case | 


were asked. And Congress has 
since expressly provided, in the In- 
ternal Security Act of 1950 (the 
McCarran Act), that ‘Neither the 
holding of office nor membership 
in any Communist organization by 


any persons shall constitute, per | 
se, a violation ‘of this act) or of | 


any other criminal statute.’ We, 
of course, express no opinion as to 


the implications oi this legislation, 


upon the issues presented by these 
cases.” 


Purpose of the Fifth Amend- ' 


ment is to prevent anyone from 
being forced to jeopardize his lib- 
erty through testifying against 
himself, in other words, protection 


from having his words used to con- | 


vict himself. 


Opinion here is that “Footnote 
12” says in effect that, since mem- 
bership in the Communist Party is 
not a crime, no privilege against 
self-incrimination can be claimed. 

This issue will be tested in the 
Federal courts after the hearings. 


4 
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Vets to Honor Whiteman 
For Services to Kids 


Philadelphia, March 20. 

Paul Whiteman will be honored 
(24) by the American Veterans of 
World War II for his work on be- 
half of youngsters. 

Presentation of the special award 
will be made by Harold Russell, 
national commander of the Am- 
vets. on Whiteman’s TV-Teen Club 
program, aired Saturday evenings 
from Town Hall here. 














Sondergaard 


Continued from page 1 











up officially. 
| ‘ an ne letter to Miss Sond- 
ergaard, SAG board said that the 
tone of its reply was dictated by 
the “deadly seriousness of the in- 
| ternational situation.” It added its 
hope that the hearings will expose 
enemies of “our country and our 
form of government,” but flatly de- 
cleared its belief that responsi- 
bility for an actor’s private actions 
cannot be shifted to the union. 

Hits Red Party Line 

SAG letter to Miss Sondergaard 
said “your letter (1) attacks as an 
inquisition the pending hearings 
by the House committee, and (2) 
asks that the guild protect you 
against any consequences of your 
own personal decisions and actions. 

“The Communist Party press 
also has attacked the hearings as 
'a ‘war-mongering labor and free- 
'dom-busting ... witchhunt .. . by 
Congressional inquisitors.’ The 
guild board totally rejects this 


on the agenda and did not come 





| 
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| WILL MAHONEY 


THE INIMITABLE 
Just concluded Schroeder Hotel 
Milwaukee, Wis. 
! Starting March 22 Empire 
Palmer House, Chicago 
Represented by 
ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


toom, 























‘Jose Ferrer Slapping 
Libel Suit on Bond 


For Red Allegations 


Hollywood, March 20. 
Action of actor Ward Bond in 





| causing the California Teachers | 
| Assn. to withhold a certificate of 


‘merit to Jose Ferrer resulted in 
| Ferrer’s attorneys preparing a libel 
| suit against Bond. Papers are ex- 


| pected to be filed in California 
| Friday (23). Legal fireworks 


| 


| stemmed from Bond's allegations | 


part of Ferrer. This followed a 
| flat denial by the latter of any red 


| leanings. 


| Papers are being prepared in the | 


‘suit by Greg Bautzer, of the law 
‘firm of Bautzer, Grant, Youngman 


quoted typical Communist Party | & Silbert. 


line. We recognize its obvious pur- 
poses of attempting to smear the 
hearings in advance and to create 
disrespect for the American form 
of government. 

“The deadly seriousness of the 
international situation dictates the 
‘tone of our reply. This is not the 
time for dialectic fencing. Like 
{the overwhelming majority of the 
American people, we believe that 
a ‘clear and present danger’ to our 
nation exists. The guild board be- 
lieves that all participants in the in- 
| ternational Communist Party con- 


The session opening tomorrow will | spiracy against our nation should 
be for one day and will then recess be exposed for what they are, 
until April 10, when Congress re- | enemies of our country and of our 





| 
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‘MULL GRACIE FIELDS 
FOR TV FILM SERIES 


London, March 20. 
Gracie Fields is returning here 


in May to tape a new series of 39! 


radio programs for Towers of Lon- 
don. A previous series made un- 
der Towers’ auspices had a N. Y. 
preem last week. Harry Alan 
Towers, chief of the organization, 
who returned to London last week 
after a round-the-world tour, re- 
vealed that the Gracie Fields’ 
show is now being aired in most 





Un-American Group Nixes ‘Circus’ 
In Barring TV, Newsreels, Live Radio 


Washington, March 20. 
Hildy Ends Frisco Hotel 





House 


thfeats of the single-day’s session 
San Francisco, March 20. 


Hildegarde closes at the Mark man circus.” 





sock engagement. 


Management | bar all television, newsreel 


vented. 


Chanteuse opens her spring con- | for possible delayed playbacks. 
cert tour next week at Tucson. and | 
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Un-American Activities § 
Committee; in a direct switch from = 
the procedure during the 1947 hear- = 


Date for Concert Tour, ings. has decided to remove all | 


PET 


tomorrow (Wed.) becoming a “Ro- © 


At an exec meeting | 
Hopkins tomorrow (Wed.) after a/| here today, the committee voted to @ 


and @ 
wanted her to stay on, but her Co- | live-radio broadcasts from the hears 7 
lumbia Artists Mgt. bookings pre-| ings, permitting only wire record- 9) 


(ers for the radio networks to use @ 


| Reason for the sudden shift in t 


| will work the longhair circuit till! policy was not explained but it’s § 


May 1. Route takes her through to | pelieved pertinent that the TV net- 
| finishing at Amarillo, Tex. | works, wrapped up with their cov- 
|erage of the Kefauver crime com- 
| mittee sessions in N. Y., would have 
been unable to cram the Red probe 
hearings into their schedule even 
if permitted to do so. Un-American 
group has always operated on the 
basis of getting vast publicity. Fact 
that it has:been overshadowed in 
recent months by tremendous 





Bonn Legislators 
Seek to Halt ‘Voice’ 
Over German Nets 


Bonn, March 20. 
A Bundestag (parliamentary low- | 


|of Communist sympathies on the | 


assembly 
'which would call for an assembly 
‘motion to ask the Allies to stop 
| their compulsory broadcasts over 
west German networks, including 
the “Voice of America.” 

Allied High Commission observ- 
/ers were considerably disturbed 
‘over the move and said it is “not 
jexactly lucky” that the Germans 
{have proposed it. Plan was ini- 
| tiated by Dr. Rudolf Vogel, a depu- 
|ty chancellor of Konrad Adenauer’s 





|Christian Democratic party and 
| chairman of the Bundestag commit- 
‘tee for press, radio and films. Vo- 
,gel, whom political opponents some- 
itimes call “self-styled Josef Goeb- 
| bels No. 2,” was the man who late 
last year rejected an agreement 
between the Motion Picture Assn. 
of America and the German film 
industry which would have allowed 
an increase in U. S. film imports. 
The move is primarily aimed 
against the “Voice” broadcasts, and 
also against official French broad- 
casts over French Zone radio sta- 


primarily from the _ fact that 
“Voice” broadcasts and relays via 
German stations was one of the 
best methods to get U. S. demo- 
cratic ideas behind the Iron Cur- 
tain. 

Vogel said that he wants “Voice” 
programs to contain to be official 
State Department and newspaper 
comments on events in Germany 


er house) committee of the Bonn | 
has completed a plan) 


tions. The Allies’ disturbance stems | 


Kefauver, 


press, radio and TV coverage given @ 
the Reconstruction Fi- 
nance Committee probe and similar a 


events undoubtedly figured at least B 
| partially in the House Un-American § 


group’s renewed interest in Holly- 
wood. But the fact that the various 
|media might have been satiated 


with other investigations is be- 


| lieved responsible for the ban on 
its coverage of tomorrow's Red 
probe here. 


Committee’s decision to bar the 


i SOREL SON 


newsreels came after the reels had & 


| grouped together to form a pool 


|and assigned a Warner-Pathe lens- @ 


| man to represent the group. In ad- 
dition to okaying wire recorders, 
‘the committee has also sanctioned 
| still photogs, but with the stipula- 


] 


ition that they cannot flash their 


| bulbs at witnesses on the stand. 
| Minimization of interest and cov- 
|erage of the Red. probe brought 
| about by other investigations is be- 
\lieved fortunate for the film indus- 
|try. It’s freely recognized that Hol- 
|\lywood can’t come out ahead .on 
|the Un-American hearings, no mat- 
|ter how strong a defense the ac- 
/cused put up. The mere mention 
of a name in connection with the 
committee’s investigation is enough 
to provide an onus, so the less pub- 
licity the better. 

Current hearings are just a one- 
day affair. 
| April 10, however. 


They'll be continued 7 
Since it’s ex- § 


Ses 


PRRs cepa 


eg ied. ts Sat ORE 


Ore went 


pected that the other investigations 7 
will have run their course by then, © 


turns from its Easter vacation. 
Sessions will then continue through 
most of the rest of the month. 


In addition to Miss Sondergaard, 
Howard Da Silva is also listed to 
testify, with Larry Parks as a pos- 
sible third witness. 


The committee Las been playing 
down all publicity in the past few 
days. It believes publicity will hurt 
its efforts to have some Hollywood 
figures come forward and speak 
frankly and freely. 





Sleuths Quit Coast 


Hollywood, March 20. 

William Wheeler and James An- 
drews, special investigators for the 
House Un-American _ Activities 
Committee, returned to Washing- 
ton to report on the results of sev- 
eral weeks of sleuthing in Holly- 
wood. 

Understood the U. S. marshal 
has about 10 more subpoenas to 
serve on members of the film in- 
dustry. 


‘form of government. 

, “It is not the province of the 
| guild board to decide what is the 
best method of carrying out this 
‘aim. It is our hope that the cur- 
‘rent House committee hearings 
| will help to do so, in an objective 
|and intelligent manner. We are 
,informed that the committee will 
| guard against smearing of any in- 
{nocent individuals. We will watch 
| with extreme interest the way in 
| which the hearings are conducted 
and any and all developments 
stemming therefrom. 

“The guild as a labor union will 
| fight against any secret blacklist 
‘created by any group of employers. 
{On the other hand, if any actor 
' by his own actions outside of union 
| activities has so offended American 
| public opinion that he has made 
himself unsaleable at the box- 
| office, the guild cannot and would 
not want to force an employer to 
hire him. That is the individual 
,actor’s personal responsibility and 
:it cannot be shifted to his union.” 
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of the English speaking terri- 
tories. It has been sold to Cey- 
lon, Australia, New Zealand and 
Canada. 

Under consideration by the 
Towers Organization is a project 
to launch Gracie Fields in a TV 
film series. 


Jule Styne Nixes Added 





Writers for ‘Blondes’ Pic 


Deal for Columbia’s purchase of 
screen rights to “Gentlemen Pre- 
fer Blondes’ is understood being 
held up by demands of Jule Styne, 
who wrote the music for the cur- 
rent Broadway hit. Styne refuses 
to allow Col to interpolate the 
songs of other writers into the-film 
version and is understood insisting 
on $6,000 for each of any-additional 
numbers the studio wants him to 
write. ‘ 

Col won pic rights in competi- 
tive bidding with 20th-Fox about a 
month ago. It agreed to pay $165.,- 
000 and hold up release of the film 
until summe1 of 1953. The diffi- 
culties with Styne were not fore- 











seen until attorneys got down to 
| the work of drawing up contracts. 
| It is anticipated that satisfactory 
arrangement will be worked out. 


Paris Transit Walkout 


Paris, March 20. 

' Now in its fifth day, a strike of 
_transport workers is severely crip- 
| pling the public from moving about 
‘the city. Especially hard hit are 
film and legit theatres as well as 
niteclubs. Patrons are staying 
home and the result is negligible 
grosses. 





Although authorities have been | 


attempting to bring an end to the 
walkout, the strikers are unwilling 
to return to their posts until they’re 
‘guaranteed that the spiralling cost 
.of living will be checked. Em- 


‘ployees of several public utilities: 


ihave also stopped work. 


was the true wonderland.” Move 
has good chances of being passed 


1 by the Bundestag. However, it is 


believed that the Bonn government 
will try to avoid being forced to ask 
the Allies to stop the broadcasts. 
Government also regards with un- 
friendliness Vogel’s plans, and it is 
possible that they will cool him 
down, just as they did in the film 
imports case. Pix issue now stands 
on a general German-American 
agreement calling for imports lib- 
eralization, plus screen quota legis- 
lation to protect local products. 





Pecora Joins Law Fnm 
Of Schwartz & Frohlich 


Justice Ferdinand Pecora yester- 
day (Tuesday) became _ special 
counsel to the veteran show biz 
law firm of (Charles) Schwartz & 
(Louis) Frohlich. The recent can- 
didate for the New York mayoralty 
retired from the N. Y. supreme 
court bench after 16 years to return 
to private law practice. Not since 
the late Max D. Steuer did S & F 
have any special counsel, 

S&F started with and are succes- 
sors to the late Nathan Burkan, 
the attorney who founded the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors & Publishers. Besides 
ASCAP, among its show biz clients 
are Columbia Pictures, Fabian The- 
atres, Sir Alexander Korda, Skou- 
ras Theatres, Al Jolson; Lillian 
Hellman, Charles Chaplin, et al. 





John Carroll’s Coin 


Filmster John Carroll is holding 
out on acceptance of future hotel 
and cafe dates. Carroll, current at 
Copa City, Miami Beach, has been 
getting bids for $3,500-$4,000 for 
various hotels and cafes, but hasn't 
accepted any, as yet. 

He’s being managed by Ned 
Schuyler, 
who’s 
| Baker, 














Copa City’s co-boniface, | 
also. handling Josephine a Brown Derby telephone. 


when it reconvencs next month, 


IF THEY’RE DESERVING, 
THEY'LL GET A MICKEY 


Hollywood, March 20. 





tions of the Academy of Mickey 
Arts and Sciences will be held 
ttomorrow (Wed.) at Barney's 
Beanery, 
Jerry Lewis officiating as mickmas- 
ters. Mickeys will be presented for 


lowing categories: 

Best performance by a Holly- 
wood Convertible. 

Best performance by a European 
Convertible. / 

Best performance by an actor in 
Schwab’s drugstore. 

Best prop in a black-and-white 
production. 


Best two props in a black-and- 
white production. 


year. 


ance on a movie billboard. 


tion picture industry. 


Mickey Achievement Award to 
the magazine that did not give any 
awards. 

Mickey Technical Award for the 
greatest contribution to the most 
award winners. 

Best performance by a chef serv: 
ing the most creamed chicken pat: 
ties with green peas at award din 
ners. 


horse. 





{who failed to recognize a movie 
_ Star. 
Best performance by an actor on 


Best performance by a ham. 


7 


Most blase performance of the} 


Best performance by a gatemanf 


a3 : the industry is speculating whether ~ 
instead of showing as if America. the committee will impose its ban 


First annual award presenta- | 


with Dean Martin and} 


outstanding achievement in the fol- 


Best low-cut cleavage perform-” 


Mickey Achievement Award for : 
the greatest contribution to the mo-} 


Best performance by a man on al) 
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FILMS’ ‘HEFTIES 


Fewer Wage-Earners—But More 
Cap Gains Stockholders—In H’wood 


Recent stock option and partici- 
pation deals by execs and per- 
formers indicate higher taxes are 
sending them back to thought of 
capjtal gains. This was previously 
the case during World War II but 
the idea lost favor somewhat as 
business went on the decline in 
1947. 

Now that grosses are on the up- 
trend, execs and professionals in- 
creasingly are eyeing capital gains 
deals in one form or another in 
lieu of, or in addition to, straight 
income. 
coming down. 


Reason is that the tax collector | 


is the real beneficiary when high- 
pracket earnings are in the form 
of standard compensation for em- 
ployment. The 25% bite on capital 
gains proceeds is easier to take 
than the scaled levies on regular 
income. The point strikes home 
with great impact come every 
March 15, as it did last week. 

Example cited was the new re- 
gime at United Artists, where the 
top officers voluntarily limited 
themselves to salaries of $500 
weekly. They’re taking UA stock, 
along with the relatively slim 
amount of cash, with the view of 
the 25% payment to the Treasury 
Department from profits accruing 
from the share ownership. 

As an inducement for sought- 
after personnel, film firms now are 
offering options to buy stock, ex- 
ercisable within a certain period, 


(Continued on puge 26) 





Nate Golden Denies 
Military Buys 3 Times 
More Rawstock as in 750 


Washington, March 20. 


Reports that the Armed Forces 
were buying three times as much 
rawstock as last year were offi- 
cially denied today (Tues.) by 
Nathan D. Golden, head of the 
motion picture-photography equip- 
ment division of National Produc- 
tion Authority. 

“There is no change in the sit- 
uation since my _ recent report 
made in Hollywood,” he said. “The 
buying is about 15% higher, and 
that is all. What’s more, we've 
received no information from the 
Armed Services to indicate that 
they will be buying in the near 
future at an accelerated rate.” 


U, PAR TO SHARE 
IN ‘WISH’ LEGITER 


Universal and Paramount will 
share in proceeds of the new legit 
musical, “Make a Wish.” Univer- 
Sal owns the screen rights to “The 
Good Fairy,” the Ferenc Molnar 
play on which the new tuner is 
based, and Par shares royalties 
with Molnar on all his works. 

Wish” is currently in a three- 
weck break-in date in Philly. It’s 
Slated to open at the Winter Gar- 
den, N. _Y., April 5. Preston 
Sturges did the current adaptation 
of the original play, while Hugh 
Martin provided the music and 
lyrics, 

U deal is understood to be simi- 
lar to Par’s and 20th-Fox’s on 
Straight plays to which they owned 
film rights and which were later 
converted to musicals. U will get 
approximately 30% of the pro- 
ceeds of a film sale of the new 
version. It also has right to meet 
the price of any other. bidder. If 
it buys the rights itself, it saves 
30% of the cost. Company pro- 
duced “Good Fairy” film in 1935. 

Par has a deal on all Molnar 
Properties dating back to 1921. 
— Participants are Gilbert Mil- 
ead and an old outfit labeled 
sone Plays. As a result, of the 
-s Of the weekly gross payable to 
el author during the run of 

Vish,” Molnar will get three- 
fifths and Par two-fifths. 

' Par, incidentally, similarly shared 
n returns on Rodgers & Hammer- 
ens “Carousel,” which was 
eased on Molnar’s “Liliom” and 
The Play’s the Thing.” 
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This means wages saad 


Harmon Back Soon 


Francis S. Harmon, v.p. of the 
| Motion Picture Assn. of America, is 


|due back at his desk in New York | 


‘shortly. He has been away since 
| last November, recuperating from 
a serious illness. 

Harmon is still in a Miami sana- 
torium, but reports to MPAA head- 
quarters are that he is progressing 
and will be permitted to return to 
work within a matter of weeks. 


Metro Won't 
Yank Cartoon 
In Farm Rap 


Metro is sticking to its guns in 
releasing “Fresh Laid Plans,” car- 
toon short over which has de- 
veloped a political controversy. 
M-G_ distribution vice-president 
William F. Rodgers stated in N. Y. 
yesterday (Tues.) the distrib has 
no intention of withdrawing the 
one-reeler from circulation. 


Recognizing the uproar which 
“Plans” has caused, Rodgers issued 
a formal press statement identify- 
ing the M-G position. He asserted: 
“*Fresh Laid Plans’ is fifth in this 
series of patriotic cartoons which 
we have released. It was submitted 
to us by Harding College as were 
its four predecessors, and we re- 
leased it because, like the others, 
we believed it to be interesting 
and entertaining to moviegoers. 


“As a matter of fact we had re- 
ceived such favorable comment on 
the other cartoons, all of which 
dealt with similar subjects in the 
public interest, that our acceptance 
of ‘Fresh Laid Plans’ was routine.” 

“Plans” and other four shorts 
which Rodgers referred to all were 
produced in Hollywood by John 


(Continued on page 20) 


Argentina Written Off — 
By U.S. Due to Peron’s 


Takeover of La Prensa 


Argentina this week was all but 
written off as a market for U. S. 
films as result of the former gov- 
ernment’s latest move in quieting 
La Prensa, Buenos Aires daily 
which spoke out against the Peron 
regime. Newspaper was placed 
under control of government-ap- 
pointed committee. 

Efforts of American companies 
to recoup Argentina as a customer 
were linked with the U. S. State 
Department’s undertaking to work 
out an overall program of coopera- 
tion with Peron’s officials. How- 
ever. State Department now fails to 
see how it can continue this pursuit 
in view of American public’s indig- 
nation aroused by the La Prensa 
matter, from the aspect-of its vio- 
lation of press-freedom principles. 

Argentina put the bars down 
against U. S. pix and ceased cur- 
rency remittances two years ago. 
No films have been sent to that 
country since. a 


MPAA MAY MEET NEXT 
WEEK--AND IT MAY NOT 


Annual meeting of the members 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of 
America, slated for next Monday 
(26) will be held by proxy—if at 
all. If insufficient proxies are re- 
ceived by secretary Sidney Schreib- 
er, an actual meeting of the mem- 
bers will be held the {pllowing 


day. 

Tuesday (27), i1 any case, will 
see a session of the board of di- 
rectors. Since the “members” and 
the directors are the same, mem- 
bership meeting will be held im- 
mediately prior to the board hud- 
} (Continued on page 20) 














NUMEROUS INDIES 
~ANGK IW ACTION 


By way of answering exhibitor 
squawks about product shortages 
and meeting demands of new trade 





conditions, distribs this year are 


fore World War II. In addition to 


stepped-up number of releases from | ‘ 
the majors, accounting for the over- | Way with Government talks on a 
all boost is the fact numerous indie | 
producers are swinging back into | 


action after a long hiatus. 


Paramount’s upped sked from 20 
features in 1950 to 30 in the cur- 
rent year is more or less typical of 
the entire trade. Companies have 
recognized that the market is ab- 
sorbing a continually increasing 
number of films as the obvious re- 
sult of shorter runs. Another con- 
tributing factor is one of econom- 
ics. Studio overhead per pic goes 
down as production volume goes 
up. 

Biggest jump of all is being 
made by United Artists, which al- 
ready has set 10 productions so far 
this year and figures tu add others 
at a later date. It’s no secret the 
indie distrib’s releases last year 
were few as a result of its intra- 
mural economic difficulties. 

Eagle Lion Classics also is threat- 
ening to break into the bigtime 
with numerous “A” pix under its 
new policy. Firm in the past han- 
dled low-budgeters largely with 
only a few top films on its sked, 
such as “Red Shoes.” 


Rep. Adds 12 


Republic last week added 12 to 
its lineup through May, including 


(Continued on page 17) 


DOZIER JOINS GOLDWYN 
AS AIDE, STORY EDITOR 


Hollywood, March 20. 

William Dozier, who’s held prom- 
inent production posts over the 
past 10 years, has joined Samuel, 
Goldwyn Productions as_ story 
editor and assistant to Goldwyn. 
He checks onto the Goldwyn lot 
April 2. 

Dozier headed the Paramount 
story and writing department for 
four years, was exec assistant to 
the late Charles Koerner at RKO 
for two years, and assistant head 
of production at Universal for 
three years. He also headed his 
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Loew's, 20th on Verge of Settling 
Consent Decrees With the Govt. 





Schenck Nips Vacash 








greatest volume of films since be- | 


'as required under consent decree | 





own indie production firm, Ram- 
part Productions. 


Nicholas M. Schenck, Loew’s 





Last two major defendants in the 
industry antitrust suit, Loew’s and 
20th-Fox, today (Tues.) were on 
the verge of exiting the case follow- 
ing new rounds of negotiations with 


supplying the market with the  Prexy, interrupted his Florida vaca- the Department of Justice on con- 


tion to sit in on Washington hud- sent decrees. 


dles Monday (19) with the Depart-; 


ment of Justice. Metro is under- 


consent decree in the industry 
antitrust suit. 

Following the palavers, Schenck 
hopped back to Miami to resume 
his vacation. 


Justice Dept. Near | 


End of Probe On 





RKO Theatre Bd. 


Department of Justice is report- | 
ed close to completion of its investi- | 
gation into makeup of the board of | 
directors of the RKO -Theatres | 
Corp. Reps of the Attorney-Gen-| 
eral up to last week had inter- | 
viewed all but one member of the | 
board, who was out of New York. | 
It is expected that confab with him | 
will be held this week and a deci- | 
sion taken as to the next move. | 


D. of J. investigation was sought | 
by an alliance of Wall Streeters 
who hold a large quantity of the 
RKO shares. They claim that prin- 
cipal stockholder Howard Hughes 
has not named a directorate that 
truly makes divorcement of RKO 
theatre and picture units effective, 


under which they operate. 


| 
Meantime, one group of the Wall 

Streeters, led by David J. Greene, 
is continuing studies looking to- 
ward a possible stock swap with 
Hughes. Idea would-be to trade 
their picture company holdings for 
Hughes’ theatre shares. Thus, each 
side would have undisputed control 
of one of the entities that resulted 
from their breakup last Jan. 1. 


Swap negotiations will reported- 
ly go into high gear with return to 
New York next week of Greene. 
Largest stockholder in RKO next to 
Hughes, he has been vacationing in 
Florida. His staff, during his ab- 
sence, has been analyzing figures 


(Continued on page 20) 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Pre-Easter Downbeat Hits 
‘Virginia City’--Dodge 


Pre-Easter influences, with many 
theatres naturally hurt by Holy 
Week, together with income tax 
deadline, are sloughing first-run 
biz sharply this stanza. Many ex- 
hibitors are just marking time, 
with some using reissues and dou- 
ble-bills in order to break even 
while awaiting the arrival of 
Easter Sunday (25). Some keys 
covered by Variety also are being 
damaged further by blizzards, 
Minneapolis again being clouted 
by a fresh snowstorm over the past 
weekend. Tipoff on lagging trade 
is fact that over 48 different films 
are playing in key spots. 

In the face of all these adverse 
factors, “Born Yesterday” (Col) 
continues in first place, comedy 
now having been first or second 
every week for the last seven 
weeks. It was one of the few pix 
to show nice to sock totals on in- 
dividual playdates. 

Second money is going to the 
reissue combo of “Virginia City’- 
“Dodge City,” which Warners Bros. 
started out several weeks ago. 
In some keys it is doing compara- 
tively better than some newcomers. 
“Three Guys Named Mike” (M-G) 
is taking over third position while 
“Vengeance Valley” (M-G) is fin- 
ishing fourth. 

“Redhead and Cowboy” (Par) is 
showing enough to land in fifth 





slot, with “Lightning Strikes 





\Twice”’ (WB) sixth, “Bedtime for 


Keys; ‘Born’ First Again; 
City’ in Second Place 


Bonzo” (U), “Three Husbands” 
(UA) and “Tomahawk” (U) round 
out the list of nine best grossers. 
“Cry Danger” (RKO), “Cyrano” 
(UA), “Gambling House” (RKO), 
“Enforcer” (WB) and “Payment on 
Demand” (WB) are top runnerup 
candidates. 

New product already launched 
shows some promise. “Royal Wed- 
ding” (M-G), although in only two 
keys, is actually taking in more 
money this session than some of 
the boxoffice toppers, a sock Music 
Hall, N. Y., second week naturally 
adding greatly to its total. ‘Bird 
of Paradise” (20th) did nicely on 
preem week at N. Y. Roxy in view 
of conditions. “Sword of Monte 








Cristo” (20th) also is doing well. 
“Tarzan’s Peril’ (RKO) also is far- 
ing fine on several opening dates 
this frame. “Air Cadet” (U) 
shapes up sturdily on initial en- 
gagement in Washington. In same 
city, “14 Hours” (20th) is listed as 
firm but looms far from sock on 
second N. Y. session. Other new 
pix are largely disappointing cur- 
rently. 

“Three Husbands” (UA) is shap- 
ing up much stronger this round 
than it has previously. ‘Kansas 
Raiders” (U) looms nicely in Phila- 
delphia, but not so good in Minne- 
apolis. “Molly” (Par) is lightweight 
currently as in earlier dates. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 





he dig it 


First of the two slated to bow out 
is 20th, which was said to have only 
a few points to clear with Justice 
Dept. lawyers before complete ac- 
cord is reached. Charles Skouras, 
head of National Theatres, 20th’s 
circuit subsid, was here for what 
promised to be final talks today. 

Pact with 20th as it now stands 
permits Skouras to remain at the 
helm of National while Sypros P. 
Skouras may stay as head of the 
new 20th film production-distribu- 
tion firm which will be formed 
upon divorcement. Accounting for 
the long delay in bringing the deal 
to the. signature stage are the nu- 
merous and widely scattered thea- 
tre properties in which 20th is in- 
volved. Moreover, Justice Dept. is 
insisting on complex theatre dives- 
titure conditions aimed at assur- 
ing open competition in the field 
within periods up to five years. 

M-G negotiations actually are 
just getting into full swing. How- 
ever, this firm’s limited number of 
theatres and the less-intricate cor- 
porate structure of the circuit sub- 
sid is expected to mean far less 
time will be required to work out a 
deal with the Department. 


Another Wall Street 
Analysis in Favor 


Of Film Biz’s Outlook 


Posies for the film industry are 
lavishly bestowed by Value Line 
Investment Survey, stock market 
analysis report which is published 
by Arnold Bernhard & Co. Ap- 
praisal notes the pic firms have 
made “notable strides” in upping 
the quantity of films and improv- 
ing their quality. 

Observation is accompanied by 
the comment that frequent pro- 
gram changes and better pictures 


(Continued on page 17) 
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Dramas 
Margin in Varied 


Oatpointed Comedies by Wide 


‘Best’ Polls of 1950 





Dramas outpointed comedies by 4- 


a large margin in film preferences 
of 1950 as polled by magazines, 
newspapers, tradepress and review- 
ing groups. Forty-four dramas and 
12 comedies scored in so-called “10 
best” lists compiled by the organi- 
zations, with six musicals placing 
in the popularity derby. 

Tabulation appears to repudiate 
publicized contention among exhi- 
bitors, as well as the public, that 
the big demand is for light film 
fare. meaning comedies and musi- 
cals. Topheavy vote in favor of 
serious pix, however, can be predi- 
cated on fact that the number of 
dramas, including westerns, pro- 
duced in a single year is almost five 
times that of comedies and 15 
times that of musicals. During the 
last half of 1950, all companies re- 
leased 29 pix in the comedy classi- 
fication, 134 dramas and seven mu- 
sicals. 

Despite the larger number of 
dramas ;-voduced, some industry 
observers believe that, in the 1950 
crop of pictures at least, top serious 
pictures, on the whole, had greater 
mass appeal than the comedies of 
comparable production value. This 
apparently is borne out by the poll 
results. 

Arthur H. deBra, director of com- 
munity relations for the Motion 
Picture Assn. of America, recently 
made a survey of the various polls. 
He found that 66 pictures, 50 of 
them American, won “best” cita- 
tions from 21 groups. Pollsters 
were Look mag, Hollywood For- 
eign Correspondents Assn., Free- 
doms Foundation, Providence (R. 
I.) Journal & Bulletin, Photoplay, 
New York Sunday News, Washing- 
ton, D. C., Star, General . Founda- 


Breakston-Stahl Ready 
3d Pic for Tokyo Prod. 


Having already made two films 
in Japan, George Breakston and 
C. Ray Stahl are readying their 
i third Nippon locationer. It’s titled 
| +a Night in a Geisha House,” and 
|is scheduled to roll in Tokyo in 
| April. Duo previously completed 
'“Unmei” (Fate) and “Tokyo File 
| 212.” Latter pic will be released 
through RKO, while the duo are 
now in New York in an attempt to 
work out a distribution deal on 
| “Unmei.” 
| Breakston and Stahl originally 
| planned “Sword of Arima” as their 
| next venture. However, the project 
| has been moved back until Septem- 
_ ber, since it’s expected that weath- 
ler conditions will be more favor- 
able at that time. Picture calls for 
heavy outdoor lensing. A _ farce- 
| comedy by Stahl, “Geisha,” will 
| outline the adventures of a couple 
of GIs on furlough in Tokyo from 
Korea... Martha Hyer will star. 





! 





N.Y. Lawyer Charges 
‘O’Hara’ Theft by Lipsky, 
Asks Metro Judgment 


N. Y. attorney Gustave B. Gar- 
field has filed for a declaratory 
|judgment to enjoin Metro from 
|producing or distributing “The 
| People Vs. O’Hara,” novel by Elea- 
,zar Lipsky, to which company 
| bought screen rights last year for 
| $40,000. Garfield, in suit docketed 
‘in N. Y. Federal Court, charges 
| that Lipsky lifted material, includ- 





tion of Women’s Clubs, San Fran- | ing leading character, incidents and 
cisco Chronicle, Cleveland Movie | words and phrases, with variations, 


Critics Circle, Bob Thomas (Asso- 
ciated Press), New York Herald 
Tribune, New York Times, National 
Board of Review, Washington Post, 
New York Film Critics, New York 
Post, Toronto Telegram, Toronto 
Globe & Mail and three film trade- 
papers. 

Significant result of poll is fact 
that the neck-and-neck contenders 
in the Oscar derby, Paramount’s 
“Sunset Boulevard” and 20th-Fox’s 
“All About Eve,” also were neck- 
and-neck in the polls surveyed by 
dceBra. “Eve” and “Sunset” were 
named on 17 lists apiece. 





Producers to Release 
‘Medium’ Themselves 
Until Pic Proves Itself 


After talking release deals with 
a number of distribs and finding 
none to their satisfaction, produc- 
ers of “The Medium” have report- 
edly decided to do their own book- 


ing of early dates and delay mak- | 


ing a distribution arrangement un- 


til after the picture has proved it-| 


self at the b.o. 


As a result, they have set a deal 
for the film version of the Gian- 
Carlo Menotti opera to open at 
the Sutton, N. Y., following ‘“‘Kon- 
Tiki.” Latter, being handled by 
RKO for Sol Lesser, preems at the 
house April 2. 


“Medium” deal provides that if 
“Kon-Tiki” runs past May 15, it 
will not go in until the fall. Rugoff 
& Becker, who operate the Sutton, 
will then be forced to make another 
booking to fill any interim period. 

New management at United Art- 
ists was desirous of making a deal 
to handle “The Medium” but in- 
sisted on a 40% fee. Owners of the 
pic nixed it as excessive. UA ordi- 
narily gets 2712% to 30%, but 
maintained the higher figure was a 
necessity on “The Medium” since it 
would be playing art houses and 
would require a great deal of ex- 
ecutive time in supervising book- 
ings and playoff. Producers also 
wanted a cash advance, which UA 
refused. 


_ Pic was produced and is prin- 
cipally owned by a quintet which 
includes Menott?. Others are Wal- 
ter Lowendahl, Milton Pearlman, 
Evan Frankel and Norman Schurr, 
attorney for the group. it was 
financed as a limited partnership, 
similar to the way legit shows are 
angled, and there is a large number 
of small investors.. Frankel put 
up the biggest single sum, $50,000. 


jfrom the lawyer's short story, 
| “Murder in Jest.” 

In his complaint, Garfield claims 
| that in 1948 he wrote, in several 
drafts, “Murder in Jest,” based on 
| life of a derelict lawyer. Garfield 
| charges that he showed Lipsky, an 
‘old friend and neighbor, the story 
| drafts which Lipsky offered to edit. 
|He further contends that he related 


| orally to Lipsky anecdotes and in- 
| cidents in career of real-life law- 
| yer from which the fictitious char- 
| acter was drawn. 

Lipsky, it’s charged, used Gar- 
field’s material in ‘People Vs. 
O’Hara” and fraudulently sold book 
to Metro as his own creation. Gar- 
field asks that if Metro produces 
and exhibits the pic version before 
case goes to trial, distrib be di- 
rected to make an accounting of 
profits to the plaintiff. Metro, ac- 
cording to Garfield, has expressed 
its intention to proceed with pro- 
duction of Lipsky’s story. 


Geo. K. Arthur Films 
Short Stories in N. Y. 


Series of five short subjects, 
, based on magazine stories, is being 
produced in New York by George 
K. Arthur, silent screen star. Dis- 
tribution outlet will not be dick- 
ered until subjects have been com- 
pleted. Alexander Hammid, who 
megged “Of Men and Music,” is 
directing the series. 

First of group, “Goodbye, My 
Love,” was shot at Nassau in the 
Bahamas. Second, “The Rat Hole,” 
was completed last week at Sea- 
board Studios, N. Y. Latter is first 
pic for theatrical release to be 
made at Seabord, which has con- 
fined activities to commercial and 
TV pix. 


Sues in L.A. Court 


For ‘Mrs. Mike’ Share 


Los Angeles, March 20. 

Katherine Mary Flannigan filed 
suit in Federal Court for declara- 
tory relief and an accounting of 
costs and profits on the picture, 
“Mrs. Mike.” Named as defend- 
ants are Regal Films, Nassour Stu- 
dios, Production Security Co., 
Samuel Bischoff, Dick Powell, 
Huntington Hartford. Edward 
Gross, Benedict and Nancy Freed- 
man, Laura Wilk and the Bank of 
America. 

Plaintiff declares: she was the 
Original character on which the 
| book was based and co-authored 
| the novel with Benedict and Nancy 
| Freedman. She asks that the Bank 
| of America, as trustee of certain 
funds, be restrained from’ making 
ij any payments, 











Phonevision Withdraws 
Matinees for Midniters 


Chicago, March, 20. 

Zenith withdrew its weekday 
matinee Phonevision test showings 
this week to take a crack at the 
midnight audience. With response 
for the afternoon showings running 
considerably behind the night of- 
ferings, the 2 p.m. beamings were 
|cancelled Monday (19) and reslot- 
ted for midnight. 


Breakdown of ninth week view- 
|ing patterns among the 300 Chi 
'families taking part in the 90-day 
'test showed an afternoon week- 
'day audience ranging from 2 to 
5 patrons. Zenith officials hope 
to make a better score with the 
late evening payees whose tele 
fare is limited to commercial- 
laden old films on WBKB. Mati- 
nees will continue on weekends 
of trial run, which ends March 31. 


Blumberg Slate 


Due for Election 


Newly reelected Universal board 
of directors will go into a home- 
office huddle tomorrow (Thurs.) to 
elect officers. No change from the 
present slate of incumbents, head- 
ed by prexy Nate J. Blumberg, is 
| anticipated. 

Firm’s board members were re- 
‘named by stockholders at U’s an- 
|nual meeting in Wilmington last 
i'week. They are Robert S. Benja- 
‘min, Blumberg, 
iJohn G. Eidell, Albert A. Garth- 
waite, William J. German, Leon 
Goldberg, R. W. Lea, John J. 
O’Connor, J. Arthur Rank, Budd 
Rogers, Daniel M. Scheaffer and 
G. I. Woodham-Smith. 


Shareholders also ratified Blum- 
berg’s new five-year employment 
contract which provides a salary 
of $1,500 per week, plus expenses. 
Deal also gives him an additional 
$1,000 weekly for the subsequent 
five years beginning Jan. 1, 1956, 
during which period he would, 
serve in a consultative capacity, | 
on non-exclusive basis.. 

Meeting also heard a corporate 
report that earnings for the cur- 
rent fiscal year are expected to top 
profit of the same period last year. 
This amounted to $12,924. 


Extensive Exploitation 


Stressed by Pickman 
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Preston Davie, | 


Phonevision’s 10th Week Dips 


Chicago, March 20. 

Phonevision boxoffice dipped back to what has apparently become 
average for the tests currently being conducted here during the 
10th week of the experiment (March 5-11), after having enjoyed a 
healthy pickup the preceding stanza. Orders for the 10th week, 
according to Zenith Radio reports to the major companies supply- 
ing product, totaled 458, representing 21.8% of the possible audi- 
ence, as compared with 492, or 23.4%, the previous round. 

Two prizefights during the 10th week, which weré available to 
Phonevision families for free as regular commercial telecasts, con- 
tributed to the decline. Ezzard Charles-Jersey Joe Walcott heavy- 
weight championship bout March 7 resulted in only 14 Phonevision 
orders for the 9:30 p.m. screening that night, while the Rex Layne- 
Bob Satterfield fight March 9 tumbled the 9:30 Phonevision orders 
to 17. Orders for the Thursday night screening in Between the two 
fight nights totaled 57. 

Phonevision also saw its first zero boxoffice during the 10th 
frame, which occurred for the 2 p.m. screening March 5. Not a 
single order was placed for that showing, when the picture trans- 
mitted was “Framed,” Columbia release in 1947 starring Glenn 
Ford and Janis Carter. 

Following is a breakdown by the time of screening each day for 
the 10th week: 


% of Families 
Who Saw 
2 p.m. 7 p.m. 9:30 p.m. Total One Film 
March 5 (Mon.).. 0 14 18 32 10.7 
March 6 (Tues.). 4 15 22 41. 13.7 
March 7 (Wed.).. 2 ee 14 34 11.3 
March 8 (Thurs.). 7 15 57 79 26.3 
March 9 (Fri.)... 5 25 17 47 bot 
March 10 (Sat.).. 28 37 64 129 43 
March 11 (Sun.).. 15 25 56 96 32 
TOGA” oewaiea ds 61 149 248 458 








Col, ELC Sales Meetings Spotlight : 
Closer Scrutiny of Local Conditions 


¢ Current sales meetings being 


20 for 20th Set For | conducted in N.Y. by Columbia 
iand Eagle Lion Classics are serve 


Release in Next 6 Mos. ps to spotlight the closer scrutiny 


Twentieth-Fox has charted its | which distribs are giving trade 


release schedule for the next six | in each local area. 





| conditions 


months, with 20 pix in the lineup. 
Block of films takes care of com- 
pany’s product flow for spring and 
summer months. 

Included in batch 
Zanuck’s _— personal 
“David and Bathsheba,”’ which will 
hit the screens in late August. 


Pittsburgh Gets Ist 
Taste of Theatre TV 
With Near-SRO Fights 


Pittsburgh, March 20. 
Pittsburgh audiences got their 
first taste of commercial theatre 
television Monday (19) when the 


is Darryl 





production, | 


| Whereas national conclaves in the 
‘past often were given largely to 
| ceremony and praisery for the new 
season’s product, firms now are 
jusing the meeting halls for intimate 
discussions of problems as crop- 
| ping up in the various territories, 
; and exchanges of views on how to 
| handle them. 
» There’s still the drumbeating for 
| upcoming pix, of course. But op- 
|erations under court decrees and 
| extensive revision of trade practices 
| over the past couple of years are 
‘resulting in more attention to the 
| localized distribution matters. 
' As a means of bringing its meet 


'to the level of intimacy, ELC 
‘broke its convention down into four 


Hollywood, March 20. 


Greater emphasis on publicity 
and exploitation in selling Para- 
mount films to the exhibitor and 
the public was stressed by Jerry 
Pickman, on the Coast for the first 
time since assuming national pub- 
ad direztor job for Par. 

He told the studio publicity staff 
under Norman Siegel that there 
will be no lessening of publicizing 
campaigns for studio talent but 
there will be more extensive ex- 


closer attention must be paid to 
selling product, that staff must con- 
sider themselves film salesmen in 
gearing and sustaining sales drives. 


$1,282,950 Balance On 


RFC Loan to Roach Studio 


Washington, March 20. 

The Hal Roach studio owed a 
balance of $1,292,950 to the Re- 
construction Finance Corp on June 
30, 1950; according to the RFC re- 
port filed with Congress and cover- 
ing the fiscal year ending June 30 
last. The Roach studio made the 
loan after World War II to recon- 
vert from an Air Force photo- 
graphic center to a private film 
studio. 

Report shows also that RFC 
made a loan to Coast Drive-In The- 
atres of L. A. and that these the- 
atres owed the agency a balance 
of $164,669.22 as of June 30, 1950. 


Europe to N. Y. 
Constance Bennett 
Madeleine Carroll 
Faye Emerson 
Dolores Gray 
Robert Hakim 
Hein Heckroth 
Skitch Henderson 
Vivian Knight 
John Ohls 
Alexander Paal 
Emanuel Silverstone - 
Ludmilla Tcherina 
Lou Walters: 











Darryl F. Zanuck 


ploitation drives. He emphasize IN. Y. at the time. 





| 





downtown Fulton, key house of S€Parate regional palavers, all at 
the Shea circuit, carried the final the homeoffice. Eastern division 


matches of the Golden Gloves box- | ™et Monday (19) and yesterday 


‘snow throughout the evening, the 


ing tourney from Madison Square | (Tues.) Midwestern group goes into 


Garden, N. Y. Despite rain and 


theatre was near-capacity, with 
most of the audience apparently 
comprising fight fans. 

Fight program was carried ex- 
clusively by the theatre since 
WDTV. Pitt’s only TV station, 
carried a pickup of the Kefauver 
crime committee hearings from 
Fulton took its 
feed via a specially-leased cable 
from WPIX, the N. Y. Daily News’ 
video outlet, which was covering 
the Golden Gloves matches for 
N. Y. audiences under Chevrolet 
Dealers’ sponsorship. 

Fulton is using the General Pre- 
cision Laboratories big - screen 
unit, which employs 16m _ film. 
Similar to Paramount's interme- 
diate film method, which uses 35m 
film, the GPL equipment receives 
and photographs the televised 
images, develops the film and pro- 
jects it on the regular theatre 
screen in less than 60 seconds. 
cee was termed especially 
‘ood. 





N. Y. to L. A. 
Lawrence Evans 
Phil Gerard 
David Golding 
Lou Levy 
William Mayberry 
Harry Novak 
Alexander Paal _ 
Victor Riese] 
Charles Simonelli 
Philip A. Waxman 
Maurice Winnick 


N. Y. to Europe 
Pandro S. Berman 
Bette Davis 
Lucille Lortel 
Irene Manning 
Gary Merrill 
Irvin Shapiro 


a two-day huddle today (Wed.) fol- 
(Continued on page 15) 


L. A. to N. Y. 


Kathy Beaumont 
Pandro S. Berman 
Ralph Blaine 
Ann Blyth 
George Breakston 
Richard Brooke 
Abe Burrows 
Bruce Cabot 

G. L. Carrington 
Cyd Charisse 
Scoop Conlon 
Gary Cooper 
Sherrill Corwin 
Donald Crisp 
Alfred E. Daff 
Bette Davis 

Ned E. Depinet 
Dougtas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Charles Feldman 
Charles Friedman 
Bill Goodwin 
Joseph Hazen 
Anthony Z. Landi 
Angela Lansbury 
Pinky Lee 

Al Lichtman 
Perry Lieber 

Ted Loeff 
Fletcher Markle 
Mercedes McCambridge 
Lynn Merrick 
Gary Merrill 
Carmen Miranda 
Arnold Moss 
Jerry Pickman 
Robert Preston 
Lynn Root 

Jane Russell 

Jean Sablon 

Don Sharpe 
Margaret Sheridan 
Charles Skouras 
Spyros Skouras 
C. Ray Stahl 
Gene Tierney 

Lew Wasserman 
John Wildberg 








Tamara Toumanova 


Anna May Wong 
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SCTOA Deferred Action onNewFormat 
Of COMPO Unlikely to Nip TOA Tieup 


Decision of the Southern Cali-+¢ ! 
Theatre OWers Assn. to 





fornia 


YANKS’ HOT ’N’ 


COLD O’SEA 


§ COIN 








TALY FREEZES, 


GERMANY DE-IGES 


While talks are going on in 


Kramer s Next Likely for UA Under 
Old Pact Despite His Deal With Col 


* Although Stanley Kramer signed 
| a deal with Columbia over the 





| 
“defer” action on new format of 
the Council 0 
Organizations is not expected to 
upset Theatre Owners of America 
participation _all. 
public relations organization. 


Failure of SCTOA to take action 


last week came as something of a 
plow to COMPO and TOA execs, 
since the Southern California 
organization is one of the keystones 
of TOA. However, deferment is ex- 
pected to have no permanent con- 
sequences. a ; 
TOA has no rule of unanimity in 
its board, although every important 
action the exhib organization has 
taken in the past has been by 
unanimous vote. It is anticipated, 
however, in this case, the TOA 
board at its meet in Washington 
April 4 will stamp its okay in the 
new COMPO organizational setup. 
Yen ot TOA’s 28 units are re- 
ported to have individually ap- 
proved the new format so far. 
SCTOA, in fact, may also eventu- 
ally go along. Charles P. Skouras, 
kingpin of the outfit, was in Palm 
Springs at time of the meeting 


last week and his absence is said , 


to have accounted for at least part 
of the reticence about taking up 


the COMPO matter. Organization | 


begged off on it, claiming it was 
(Continued on page 17) 


Juggie Pre-Xmas, 
March Dates For 





N.Y.’s Film Expo 


New York exhibs and cooperat- 
ing companies will have their 
choice of either a pre-Christmas or 


March, 1952, date for installation . 
in Grand Central Palace, N. Y., of , 


the film exposition they are plan- 
ning. Committee at a session last 
week d@finitely decided against the 
Labor Day week engagement orig- 
inally contemplated. 

It is anticipated the new date 
will be decided upon at a session 
of the exposition’s planning com- 
mittee today (Wed.). It will be 
held in the office of Century Cir- 


cuit topper Fred Schwartz, who is | 


chairman of the expo committee. 

There are a number of pros and 
cons on the December date which 
the planning group will thrash out. 
Most obvious argument against it 
is the usual difficulty in attracting 
crowds to entértainment or educa- 
tional affairs during the Christmas 
buying season. 

Against that is the fact that the 

(Continued on page 15) 





Mono Shows Ist Profit 


In 2 Years, $163,31 


Hollywood, March 20. 
Monogram came out of the red 
during the 26-week period ending 
Dec 30, for the first time in two 
fiscal years. Steve Broidy, prexy, 
announced a profit of $163,312 for 
the last half of 1950. Gross in- 


Come was $3,937,810 and expenses | 


Were $3,774,498. 

Expenses included amortization 
of released productions, $1,786,417; 
participation of outside producers, 
$733,941: selling, administrative 
and general expenses, $1,204,437; 
interest, $49,703. 


Daff, Feldman Back 
In N.Y, From Coast Talks 





of Motion Picture | 
' Robert W. Coyne, special counsel 


in the all-industry | 


Coyne to Oklahoma 


|for the Council of Motion Picture 
'Organizations, goes to Oklahoma 
|City over the weekend to attend 
the annual convention of the The- 
atre Owners of Oklahoma. Meet 
|is slated for Sunday-Monday-Tues- 
|day (25-26-27). 

| Coyne will talk to the member- 
‘ship on work of COMPO. Unit 
| has already approved new organiza- 
|tional setup of the public relations 
|outfit and applied for individual 
‘membership. 


TV No Competitio 
To Pix in Britain; 


Sez Rank’s Davis 


, Television is proving no competi- 
tive problem to films in Britain, 
John Davis declared in New York 
last week prior to his return to 
London. Davis is principal lieu- 
tenant to J. Arthur Rank and thus 
in control of two of Britain's three 
major theatre chains. 

“Lots of TV sets are being sold 
_in Britain,” Davis declared, “but 
i they are not hurting business se- 
riously. I think that the difference 
|'may be that they are bought for 
‘cash in England, while many in 
| America are purchased on time- 
| credit plans. Thus, film admission 
money may be going into paying 
off the TV apparztus.” 

In any event, Davis said, Rank 
was’ protected two ways. He is one 
of the largest British manufactur- 
ers of tele sets. 

Rank exec declared that theatre 
business in the British Isles Was 
better than a year ago. Rank the- 
atres in other parts of the world 
‘are also doing well, he stated. Busi- 
(Continued on page 20) 


A&C Continue Pattern 
Of Deferring Distrib Deal 
Until Indie Pic Winds Up 


Following a pattern which has 
‘become increasingly popular with 
|indie producers in recent years, 
| Bud Abbott and Lou Costello will 
|make their next comedy without 
‘lining up a releasing deal in 
| advance. They figure they can get 
| better terms by taking the finished 
| picture to a distributing company, 
_ possibly taking advantage of its 
|{need for immediate product. 

' In the past it has generally been 
| impossible for indies to make a 
pic without a release, since banks 
demanded distribution deals be set 
before they'd advance coin. Abbott 
, and Costello, however, have al- 
‘ready approached Bankers Trust 
Co., N. Y.. which has informed 
i them it will finance the film sans 
-a distribution deal. 

| Banks are ordinarily still reticent 
|about advancing money without 
| knowing what company will handle 
the pic, but Bankers feels that 
earning record on A&C product 
has been so consistent over the 

(Continued on page 20) 


AFRS Airing Oscar Race 




















Hollywood, March 20. 


To 90,000,000 People, 


Armed Forces Radio Service| pouch,” in Italy. 


| Washington for renewal of the deal 
| which is giving American film com- 


; panies about $3,000,000 annually 


‘out of Germany, better than $6,-'_, Pat Duggan, v.p. of Samuel 


| 000.000 of their coin is revealed to ,GOldwyn Productions for eight} 
| be tied up in Italy. | years, signed a term contesact _as 
| Although the foreign situation | Producer at Paramount, starting 
| for the U. S. distribs is vastly im- | 4Pril 30. 

| Proved over the low it hit in 1948, | Duggan and Don Hartman, new 
|German-Italian contrast is typical ; Production surpervisor at Para- 
| of what has faced the industry con- | ™ount, were actors together 25) 
tinually since the end of the war. | Years ago. | 
As soon as they get one situation 


‘verve one crops up to ike the eds Renew Efforts 
| Fortunately, the favorable turns . 
For Arbitration: 


Duggan Joins Par | 


Hollywood, March 20. | 











|are cropping up with increasing 
|frequency. Typical is the dis- 
; closure in London this week that 
| the new Anglo-U. S. films agree- 
;ment is permitting Yank distribs 
| to thaw $1,500,000 of added sterling 
'via a proviso for convertibility into 
| soft currencies, ; 
| Despite the difficulties, foreign|, Renewed effort to develop a sys- | 
| 








| earnings remitted to New York by | t¢™ of arbitration for the film in-| 
the majors are believed close to or | dustry is expected shortly. when | 
| exceeding all previous highs. The|Proponents of the plan will ap- 
‘German situation, which has been | Proach Abram F. Myers, board 


| worked out by the Motion Picture | Chairman of Allied States Assn., in| 
| Assn. of America, is counting fot an effort to win him over to the, 


| eegie e ° 
part of that. In addition to the | Conciliation idea. 


| $3,000,000 coming from the terri-|, William F. Rodgers, Loew's dis- 
| tory during the current film year, tribution vice-president, has been 


‘almost that much came out last | 2¢signated to call on Myers to ac-_ 

















| year ‘quaint him with the projected pro- | 
i — |gram. Rodgers has been one of | 
Pig Rag Magen Raggy a | arbitration’s staunchest supporters. | 
|MPAA, and John G. McCarthy, di- | ,, Swinging Allied into the fold is, 
_rector of the international division, be? soadios —. - onl path of 
(Continued on page 20) arbitration’s development as a 
means of averting court squabbles. 
Exhib org has been a consistent 
holdout. 
| ome mM Own However, Theatre Owners of 
? America officials, who have been 
, backing the plan, and the distribs 
saw a flicker of hope when Allied’s 
C 00 S rong board authorized Myers to explore | 
its possibilities. Myers is not free | 
: ito make any commitments but at 
‘ Pages pow! ge a By = po least Allied hasn’t closed its doors | 
| , ee a entirely to the arbitration idea. 
| aay Page Soon Se ee Movement “es given pos cong “9 
zations field. Television is blamed seater  B Tan tone 17 ; 
by the narrow-gauge pple oe 
for the virtual collapse of the once- 
lucrative home outlet. ~ |UA Talks Takeover 
Sears, Roebuck & Co. has elim- : . a . 
inated its home films department,| - Of Wilcox S: Odette 
which was set up in as a e, 
tential $1,500,000 yearly source 0 
revenue. Sales via catolog hit the F rom Lopert for U. S. 
$50,000 mark the first year, but by} Deal is in the early talking 
tg se a ar ae stages for United Artists to take 
n that year, Oo OL CO {over distribution from  Lopert 
stores were handling film subjects! Films of “Odette,” Anna iecate 
and gross _— a an _ | starrer made in England by Her- 
stores was little more than 000, bert Wilcox. Lopert 
according to Sears’ sales charts. | American distribution rights as 
Sale of 8m and 16m cartoon part of a package of 13 pix made 


Sears, and business on these sub-| banner of Sir Alexander Korda. 

jects is good, but Sears execs be-| Lopert setup is specializing in 
lieve this is due to the demand | product that will be given hand- 
from toy projector owners. tailored 


(Continued on page 20) |that “Odette” may be suited for 
wide general distribution and that 
UA could thus handle it more 
quickly and more profitably than 


METRO EMBARKS ON 
HEFT IER PROD. ABRO | ee chiens on both sides agree- 


Metro appeared this week em- ing to type of distribution UA will 
neste Pot heavier production | give the pic and whether all UA 
schedule abroad following more toppers are in agreement that it 








| lease. 
|from a script by Carl Foreman. 


Woo Abe Myers 


acquired ° 


shorts continues to be handled by | by various producers under the , 


nae distribution, such as/| 
While TV has made drastic in-' “Tales of Hoffmann,” which will | 
roads on sales and rentals of home| pe jts initial release. Thought is! 


weekend, it is very likely his next 
pic will be for United Artists re- 
It will be “High Noon,” 


Cameras are set to grind about 
May 1. 

This will be the film which 
Kramer owes UA under his old 
five-picture pact with that com- 
pany. It was not expected, how- 
ever, that he'd do it so quickly. 

UA is understood to have offered 


{Some concessions to Kramer on 
| other points in order to get “Noon” 


quickly. George J. Schaefer, 
Kramer's distribution topper, is un- 
derstood to have used the film as a 
bargaining lever in working out 
some disputed charges on “Cyrano” 
other Kramer pix handled by 


Kramer won two _ important 
points in the long and intricate 
negotiations with Col prexy Harry 
Cohn that led up to the deal for 
delivery of six pix a year for five 
years. First of these was on the 
extent of autonomy Kramer will 
maintain in cast and story selec- 
tion. 

Second point on which Kramer 
was victor was agreement. by 
Cohn that Kramer could keep in- 


| tact the staff of production aides 
_that worked with him on ‘all his 


(Continued on page 15) 


Kravetz to Ask 
$4,000,000 in Suit 
Over UA Control 


Max Kravetz’ suit against Mary 





‘Pickford, et al, over collapse of 


his deal with Paul McNutt and 


|Frank McNamee for control of 


United Artists, will total more than 
$4,000,000, it was reported in N, 'Y, 


| yesterday (Tues.). Understood ac- 
| tion will be filed in N. Y. Supreme 
Court before March 27. 


Meanwhile, Kravetz has retained 
attorney Meyer Boskey to rep him 


/in the litigation. Boskey will be 


assisted by Sol Rosenblatt, who 
initially was engaged by Kravetz 
but who could not devote suffi- 
cient time to the case because of 


‘Government work. 


Suit will echarge collusion and 
depreciation of stock option which 
Kravetz claims he holds until July 
12, 1952. Kravetz will ask court to 


‘appoint a committee to determine 


to what extent his option is in 
(Continued on page 55) _ 


SIMPP to Close N. Y. 
Office After Lease Ends 


Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers will close its 
N. Y. office following termination 
of the current lease on April 30. 





' Outfit will continue to maintain 


'than two months’ studio visit by | can be handled on a straight-re- | 


/Ben Goetz, production chief in | lease basis. Some UA execs have 
England. He's due in N. Y. on Fri- (Continued on page 17) 





huddles, and returns to his post | ¢ ° D: 
on the Ameri-1 next Tuesday (27). Edwina Black Pic to Be 
Metro, which recently completed 
“Quo Vadis” in omni a, 
set to roll outside the U. 5. . Ts | 
These are “Ivanhoe,” to be lensed iy Late Be se oe ee 
’ nd “The Light | duce in ngla ! 
ouch tn Healy |Scheftel, is headed for U. S. re- 











its Beverly Hills headquarters. 

It was also disclosed William B. 
Levy, as a member of the exec dis- 
tribution committee, will rep 
SIMPP in the _ Italian-American 
film trade talks set for March 28- 


| April 5 in N. Y. Ellis G. Arnall, 


day (23), after prolonged studio | 


president of the society. will be on 
the Coast at that time for a board 
meeting, called to take formal ac- 


‘tion on*ratification of the new 


U.S.-Released by ELC. 


Council of Motion Picture Organ- 
izations setup. 


Popkin Back to Coast 
Without Release Deal 





Alfred E. Daff, Universal global | will use 11 giant transmitters on, 


domestic distribution manager, | car Derby to 90,000,000 listeners in | 
alter studio huddles on upcoming |clude all Americsn servicemen 
releases, | and women oversea . 


Phil Gerard, eastern publicity 


and back at their homeoffice desks | all parts of the world. These in- | day on the Queen Mary. Upon ar- | 
| 


€xploitation chief, now are on the | for their home audiences in Eng- 
roto for huddles on promotion | land, Australia, Greenland, Fin- 
JUIN, 


Next Monday (26), | Africa. 


Pandro Berman, who's producing lease via Eagle Lion ——| 
Sales chief, and C. J. Feldman,| both coasts to shortwave the Os-| the two pix, arrives in N. Y. next | While a pact has yet to be signed, 


Tuesday (27) and sails the same 


rival in England he flies to Rome 
and Paris, then will visit Sicily 


i i i Tunis 
Approximately 60 overseas sta- and Tunis, No. Africa. From rs G t 
director, and Charles Simonelli, tions. will pick up the broadcast | he heads back to London to join | gerald, Scheftel’s wife, and David 

| director 


Richard Thorpe and 


Harry Popkin, independent 
it’s said the two sides are _virtu- | producer, hopped back to the Coast 
ally in. agreement on all points. | last weekend after two weeks in 
| Film, adapted from the London N. Y. where he discussed, but did 
| and Broadway stage play of the | not conclude, a new distribution 
same title, stars Geraldine Fitz- deal. ; 

Indication was he now intends to 


‘Farrar. Producer’s distribution enter separate releasing pacts for 


writer Richard Brooks, both of,reps are Irving Lesser and Sey-, each new picture as it is finished, 


They’re due back in N. Y./ land, South America and South whom also are assigned to the two mour Poe, 


who head Producers instead of signing a multiple-pic 


| Representatives, Inc. }contract at this time. 
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Follow the Sun 
Hollywood, March 19. 


Twentieth-Fox release of Samuel G. 
Engel production. Stars Glenn Ford, Anne 
Baxter, Dennis O’Keefe; features June 
Havoc, Larry Keating, Roland Winters, 
Nana Bryant. Directed by Sidney Lan- 
field. Screenplay, Frederick Hazlitt Bren- 
nan; based on article by Brennan pub- 
lished in Reader’s Digest; camera, Leo 
Tover; music, Cyril Mockridge; editor, 
Barbara McLean. Tradeshown March 15, 
*51. Running time, 93 MINS. 


pee aaa ee Fe Glenn Ford 
Valerie Hogan .....ce..---- Anne Baxter 
Chuck Williams .......-- Dennis O’Keefe 
po eer rrr ry oo . June Havoc 
Jay Dexter ...ccccscces .. Larry Keating 
Dr. Graham ........ Prey Roland Winters 
Sister Beatric€...cccccececs: Nana Bryant 
Baie GRO 25.55 +6 bccn e een es see Oa Himself 
dames Demaret ...cccccsreccces Himself 
Dr. Cary Middlecoff.....cccsdise- Himself 
Ben Hogan (age 14)........ Harold Blake 
Valerie (age 14)............- .. Ann Burr | 
Mr. JoWnson ..ccccceces: Harmon Stevens | 
Wire, CHEOM... coccescesns Louise Lorimer | 
De. TRVGTOEE «cc cccccvcessss Harry Antrim 
Photographer ...:....-.-.-- Jeffrey Sayre 
ANNOUNCED ....ceeeees> Homer Welborne 
GERCIAE  .k ce ccnecccas. D. Scotty Chisholm 
PROSOE. cc ccccbccecaccns William Janssen 
GEMOFAL 3..cceeccvescvess William Forrest 
GENE, 505 0000600060 0Nee Eugene Gericke 
Sportswriter ...cccccccccse.s: Gil Hermay 
nn TT Cr Jewel Rose 
PROMEMAGE oc cccwctsc ceeds nes Jim Pierce 
pe eee Beverlee White 
Temporary Chairman..... Emmett Vogan 
"TOGRSEIAMNUET ..5i ev 0 ss's08 00 Grantland Rice 
weeny GIRS .. ..cccccee ccs James Flavin 
SE + icin Semana deadewien Myrtle Anderson 





A moving, well-plotted drama 
has been developed around the 
golfing career of Ben Hogan. 
While biographically - slanted and 
with considerable emphasis on 
sprofessional golfing, film is not 
limited to followers of the game. 
It is a basic, human drama of love 
and courage with an appeal for 
adult filmgoers. As such, and 
when carefully sold, its boxoffice 
possibilities are sound. 

A couple of seasons ago, Metro 


did very well with another story | 


of ‘a sports figure’s courageous 
surmounting of physical injury, 
Monty Stratton, the one-legged 
baseball player. This story about 
Hogan is very similar in dramatic 
content, although the  circum- 
stances differ, so ‘Follow the Sun” 
has better than average chances to 
catch on at the ticket window. 
Two extremely competent per- 
formers carry off the roles of 
Hogan and his wife — Glenn Ford 
and Anne Baxter. In their hands 
the parts come alive with a com- 


pelling sincerity, reflecting thes- | 


pian skill, thoughtful writing and 
sympathetic direction. The marital 
relations between Hogan and his 
wife are beautifully depicted on 
the screen. In the drama inspired 
by his near-fatal accident, long 
hospital siege and courageous 
comeback as a professienal golfer, 
the performances wring many a 
quick tear and heart tug. 
Frederick Hazlitt Brennan did 
the script, basing it on an article 
he had written for Reader’s Digest. 
He starts his story when the prin- 


_—" - = a in b+ ey especially toward the end. How-|! 
ries them rough the childhood ever, pic rates as an interesting | : ‘ ; 
romance period to marriage and, study of a man who has been made | preem site for the pic, was a wise 


the gypsy life that goes with being 


a professional golfer following the there is doubt in his mind that he | /2¢king in bo. names and modest 


sun to the nation’s tournaments. 
The heartbreaks of tournament 
golf, the long plugging that a pro 
must go through before he begins 
to get into the money, and the 
sacrifices a wife must make to aid 
his ambitions, background the ro- 
— and courage themes of the 
plot. 

Film depicts Hogan not as the 
“iron man” of golf he was long 
supposed to be, but as a sensitive 
human who froze up at thought of 
public contact and of the galleries 
following his play. A great deal 
is made of how he gained much 
of his courage to attempt a come- 


back, after the Texas auto crash, | 
through the flood of good wishes. 


that poured into his hospital room 
from strangers. 

Sidney Lanfield’s direction was 
sensitive to the mood,of the story 


and built, a strong dramatic sense | 


into the development. The feel 
of tournament play supplies one 
element of drama, but is never 
brashly used under his guidance. 
His handling also gives other play- 
ers a chance to register in a story 
that concentrates on two charac- 
ters. Dennis O’Keefe depicts the 
type of hail-fellow, well-met, glad- 
hander who plays to the galleries 
and celebrates his wins with cham- 
pagne. It is a good job. June 
Havoc also counts as O’Keefe’s 
wife, another zolf widow. 

Larry Keating, a snide sports 
writer; Roland Winters, a doctor; 
Nana Bryant, a nurse; Harold 
Blake and Ann Burr, as the 
Hogans as children, are among the 
other competents. James’ Demar- 
est, Dr. Cary Middlecoff, 
Snead and Grantland Rice appear 


as themselves to help authenticate | 


the golfing sequences. 
Responsible for the taste that 
marks the entire production is 
Samuel G. Engel. His guidance 
helps to make the story and char- 
acters real, rather than celluloid, 
and on the technical end he has 
mustered experts to gloss the pro- 
‘duction. Cyril Mockridge’s musi- 


cal score, the camera work by Leo'| 


Tover, the editing by Barbara 
McLean and the other contribu- 
tions are all firstrate. Brog. 


Sam | 


ee °e - @ 
Miniature Reviews 

“Follow the Sun” (20th). 
Well-done drama _ based on 
Ben Hogan’s golfing career. 
Good b.o. prospects. 

“The Scarf” (UA). Suspense 
drama well-handled and okay 
for general market. Can stand 
alone. 

“Queen For a Day” (UA). 
Three short stories using pop- 
ular radio-TV show as connect- 
ing link. Moderate grosser. 
“Kon-Tiki” (RKO). Documen- 
tary of Scandinavian raft expe- 
dition across the Pacific OK 
for specialized audiences. 

“Tarzan’s_ Peril” (RKO). 





Okay entry in Tarzan series. 
“Insurance Investiga- 
tor” (Rep). Good program 
melodrama for lowercase 
bookings. 
“Silver City Bonanza” 
(Songs) (Rep). Rex Allen in 


actionful program western. 

“The Adventurers” (British) 
(GFD). Outdoor meller with 
South African locale lacks 
femme angle; may do for U.S. 
dualers. 

“Flesh and Blood” (British) 
(B-L). Richard Todd, Glynis 
Johns, Joan Greenwood in in- 
—— drama not strong for 


“The Browning Version” 
(British) (GFD). Michael Red- 
grave, Jean Kent in pic based 
on Terence Rattigan’s original 
play; one of Rank’s best in 
months, looks substantial U. S. 
entry. 








-- 


The Searf 


: United Artists release of a Gloria Film- 
I. G. Goldsmith production. Stars John 
| Ireland, Mercedes McCambridge, Emlyn 
| Williams, James Barton; features Lloyd 
Gough, Basil Ruysdael, David Wolfe, Har- 
ry Shannon. Directed by E. A. Dupont. 
Original screenplay, Goldsmith and E. A. 
| Rolfe; camera, Frank F. Planer; music, 
Herschel Burke Gilbert; editor, Joseph 
Gluck. Tradeshown, N. Y., March 14, ’51. 
Running time, 93 MINS. 

John Barrington............ John Ireland 


‘Connie Carter....Mercedes McCambridge 
DAVIE DUBDAP.« . 6160s 0s Emlyn Williams 
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Ezra Thompson.......... James Barton 
rrr rrr ree Lloyd Gough 
Cyrus Barrington.......... Basil Ruysdael 
Level Louie ....... $066 06%, David Wolfe 
Warden ......ccccccccce. Harry Shannon 
State Trooper ...... e+e. David McMahon 
BE /s:<eoulesseteee ae enw Chubby Johnson 
ER: ciclo asada wae adiale eo... Frank Jenks 
Weel secceve eccccccccccess Emmett Lynn 
CS ee és 4basas Frank Jaquet 
BOOMED .0cécseioneec phae we John Merrick 
MUOUENO: 6:0:6.0:0:60060460406-66% Lyle Talbot 
WE. 340540090eesoadeees< King Donovan 
I. 65 5,5:4:046469:606694.0% Oz Whitehead 
Gargantua ...... éeeeeees Frank Richards 
FROCOMSIONING 0. ccccececesass Sue Casey 
Mrs. Barrington ...........-. Celia Lovsky 
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“The Scarf” has flashes of good 
dramatic suspense but bogs down 
,in spots to become over-dramatic, 


} 


| to believe he is insane, although 


committed a murder for which he 
/has been consigned to an asylum. 


|, John Ireland is convincing as the 
| victim of the plot, while Mercedes 
| McCambridge is standout as a 
|transient, hitch-hiking waitress 
| who befriends Ireland after his es- 
cape from imprisonment. Acting 
| laurels also go to James Barton, as 
a blustering, turkey-raising farmer 
'who hides the escaping Ireland 
from the asylum authorities. 

' Suspense is sustained effectively 
, until the final sequences. It is then 
that pic appears to have been 
rushed to a climax too rapidly. Es- 
cape of Ireland from the asylum in 
the Mojave desert launches a wide 
‘manhunt which leads to Barton’s 
turkey farm. Ireland is being hid- 


den in Barton’s cabin, where for- | 


mer has related his story that he 
is not convinced that he strangled 
a girl with a scarf although he had 
been convicted and sent to an in- 
stitution for the criminally insane. 
Story traces clearance of his be- 
fogged mind via his meeting with 
Miss McCambridge, who wears a 
duplicate of the scarf used in the 
murder. Culprit ultimately is iden- 
tified as Emlyn Williams, psychia- 
trist and Ireland’s friend, who was 
with him and the victim at the 
time of the murder, Ifeland having 
— out just prior to the kill- 
ing. 

Characterizations have _ been 
drawn well. Miss McCambridge 
handles a difficult role with skill, 
although some of the speaking lines 
handed her are not in keeping with 
the character she portrays. Some 
sequences are tuo talky, thereby 
retarding action that might have 
hypoed the tempo. Alst. 





Hayward’s Indie 


P Hollywood, March 20. 
| Louis Hayward goes in for indie 
production, with the purchase of a 
_half-interest in Mid-Century Films, 
Inc., from Edgar Ulmer. 


Company will make a series of 
low-budget pictures, with Hay- 
, ward as producer-star and Ulmer 
‘as director, 


Queen for a Day 
United Artists release of Robert Still- 
man production. Adaptations of three 
short stories by Faith dwin, John Ash- 
worth and Dorothy Parker, told within 
framework of Mutual’s “Queen For a 
Day” radio and TV show. Directed by 
Arthur Lubin. Screenplay, Seton I. Miller; 
camera, Guy Roe; editor, George Amy; 
music, Hugo Friedhofer. Tradeshown N. Y. 
March 14, ’51. Running time. 107 MINS. 
“THE GOSSAMER WORLD” 
(From story by Faith Baldwin) 


Marjorie ........eeeeeeees: Phyllis Avery 
oe ear Pray kr ri Darren McGavin 
BEG sbadesdce gecesi actso .¢.s4 Meee 
ANNA ...... eeeeeeesFrances E. Williams 
Laura coco SUCES Tobe ew eesss Joan Winfield 
Charles ..... eins HRGEA Ss 6035 ROD ee 
Doctor ...... Ccreewewsace- Tristram Coffin 4 
Mr. Beck; ic isssesieeecias sos ieee oe 
Bo eS eee hvahkusseses Casey Folks 
Mr. Garmes:.s:.d00%: George Sherwood 


“HIGH DIVER” 
(From story by John Ashworth) 


God Needs Men | 

“God Needs Men” (“Dieu a 
Besoin Des Hommes”), trade- 
shown in New York today 
(Wed.), was reviewed in the 
Oct. 11, 1950, issue of VARIETY. 
Seen at the Venice Film Fes- 
tival, the French-made Paul 
Graetz production was de- 
scribed by Mosk as an “in- 
teresting study of faith and 
_ religion on a primitive island 
off the French coast in the 

19th century.” ae 
Reviewer wrote that ‘Pierre 
Fresnay again incarnates a 
religious personage with the 
prestige of his ‘Monsieur Vin- 
cent’, and word-of-mouth will 
be important for the box- 
office. In the U, S. it may go 
in art theatres.” Both lensing 
and editing were praised but 
Jean Delannoy’s direction was 
called too slowly paced. A. F. E. 
Corp. is distributing in the 





“HORSIE” 
(From story by Dorothy Parker) 





eer ere eee Byron Keith 
BROADCAST STUDIO 

Pi ae rer rrr rrr Himself | 
SU TROTGOR a nine 6090004666006 Himself | 
Fort Pearson ..ccccccccccssses Himself | 
| First Contestant. ....cccess Melanie York | 
| Second Contestant......... Cynthia Corley | 
| Third Contestant.......... Kay Wiley | 
[POM 5. is vcessscccgeeeeese. Helen Mowery | 
Serre rer er eer eee Dian Fauntelle 





This is first of a bevy of Ameri- | 
can films due this year comprising | 

i series of short stories linked by a} 
|unifying theme. The _ idea, of 
couwse, is not completely novel, | 
| having been tried as long ago as | 
| 1932 by Paramount in “If I Had a|} 
| Million,” 20th-Fox in “Tales of | 
| Manhattan” (Boris Morros) and/| 
\Others. Present swing to the format | 
| grows out of the success of J. | 
| Arthur Rank’s British-made “Quar- | 
'tet” and “Trio.” More recently, | 
American distrib Joseph Burstyn | 
' has used the scheme for his “Ways | 
‘of Love” trilogy, consisting of two | 
| French and one Italian featurettes. | 
| Morros used-a dress suit as it 
passed through the hands of vari- | 
ous owners as his link. Rank used | 


-W. Somerset Maugham, author of | °F delicate character portrayals of | 


the stories in “Quartet” and “Trio,” | 
as the welding element. Robert | 
Stillman, producer of the current 
pic, lets his three yarns by varied 
| authors emerge from the “Queen 
‘For a Day” show, which has held 


|a top daytime rating in radio for | mar) production. Narration, Thor Heyer- | Douglas Fowley and Glenn An- — 


| Many years and has recently also 
| gone to TV. 

' “Queen For a Day” tieup, with 
_attendant plugging of the film on, 


contest, to pick a “Queen City” | 


one. 


With the film completely 


in its dramatic and comedy values, 
its grosses will depend largely on 
“Queen For a Day” title and ex- 
ploitation and the loyalty of the 
tremendous femme audience of the 
| radio and TV shows. 

| Moderate returns can be antici-. 
| pated. 

Stillman has attempted none of 
the sharp, sophisticated charm of 
the recent British success, prefer- 
ring a broader-based trio of items 
to appeal to general American 
, audiences. Thus he has in Faith 
| Baldwin’s “The Gossamer World” 
_an out-and-out tearjerker; in John 
' Ashworth’s “High Diver” the ele- 
ments of a thriller, and in Dorothy 
| Parker’s “Horsie” a comedy with 
‘a switch ending to provide a nice 
| touch of pathos. 

_“Gossamer World” presents a 
vignette of the slick-mag version 
| Of family life, with mama, papa 
and junior ever so happy in 
_ their pleasant slice of suburbia. 

itself from 





_As must telegraph 
almost the opening shot, the kid 
is going to get hurt or suffer a 
disease (it turns out to be polio), 
and the idyll is temporarily broken. 
Last scene finds father and the 
child (in braces) playing together 
on the living room floor. Touching 
item has Phyllis Avery and Darren 
McGavin as the believable parents 
and Rudy Lee as the strenuously 
precocious youngster. 

“High Diver” is the story of a 
lad (Adam Williams) who’s deter- 
mined to go to college despite the 
depleted finances of his immigrant 
family. To work his way east he 
joins a carnival, taking the only 
job open—the dive from a 110- 
foot tower into four feet of water. 
He makes the dive only once, but 
it’s a heart-stopping experience as 
the audience watches him climb 
the long ladder and poise for the 
leap. Kasia Orzazewski and Albert 
Ben-Astar realistically play the 
parents, while Larry Johns is ap- |. 
propriately diabolical as the carny | 
owner who allows the boy to risk | 
his life. Bernard Szold is both | 
humorous and pathetic as “Dare- | 
devil Rinaldo,” the drunk for. 
| whom the lad substitutes. 
Horsie” is best of the trio, and 
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Camilla gcruser cea ameceaen ple —_ | Broadway, is ne in } ~ = os 
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BATY .. ocsccusccscecesecs Sheila Watson | nurse who's assigned the chore o 
Cook eueagemewacen eases Minna Phillips 


taking care of the new-born baby 
of prosperous radio exec, Dan 


Tobin and wife Jessie Cavitt for | 
the first few weeks after the moth- | 


er’s return from the hospital. She’s 
treated merely as a source of 
necessary annoyance and_ the 


couple are well-pleased when it’s | 


time for her to leave. Short time 
later they spot her on “Queen 
TV show. And when she wins, she 
asks only for an electric razor to 


give to Tobin because he’s been) 


“so nice to her.” : 
At the beginning and in between 
the three yarns are sequences of 


the “Queen” show, with dissolves | 


used to get into the stories. Pic 


would be speeded by trimming | 


somewhat these radio-TV _ se- 
quences in which Jack Bailey, Jim 
Morgan and Fort Pearson, regulars 
on the shows, play themselves. 


Arthur Lubin’s direction and / 


Seton I. Miller’s script both are 
attempts at telling the stories 
broadly, on a_ lowest-common- 
denominator basis, rather than 
playing for sharp, incisive wittiness 


both Miss Parker and Ashworth 
in their original yarns. Herb. 


Kon-Tiki 


' (DOCUMENTARY) 
RKO release of Artfilm (Olle Norde- 


dahl; music, Sune Waldimir; special ef- 


| fects, Gosta Bjurman: introductory narra- | the dirty :vork. Frederick O’Ne 


tion, Ben Grauer. Tradeshown in N. Y., 
March 19, ’51. Running time, 68 MINS. 


Cast includes members of the Norwe- | A 
/ |gian raft expedition across the Pacific; Ashley and Walter Kingsford 
he air for the past year and a ‘from Peru to Polynesia: Thor Heyerdahl, | 


Knut Haugland, Erik Hesselberg, Tor- 
stein Raaby, Herman Watzinger and 
Bengt Danielsson, a Swede. 





“Kon-Tiki” is a fascinating pic- 
torial record of six Scandinavian 
scientists’ amazing 4,300- mile 
voyage across the Pacific on a 
primitive raft. Although the film 
is a rare chroniele of a history- 
making expedition, it shapes up as 
doubtful fare for the general 
public. 


Largely responsible for the pic- | 


ture’s probable limited appeal is 
its non-conformity to Hollywood 
standards, and those filmgoers who 
are uninitiated to the background 
and purpose of the ‘“Kon-Tiki” 


voyage may be disappointed. How- | 


ever, the distributors of the pic 

are wisely releasing the pic in 

specialized art houses at first. 
This is a smart approach for it’s 


aimed at catching the many who. 
have already read the Thor Heyer- | 


dahl non-fiction bestseller. Plenty 
of word-of-mouth should generate 
out of these pre-sold patrons, for 
the film is an incredible docu- 
mentary. 

Footage was shot on a 16m 


camera by the various expedition | 


members during their 101-day sail. 
For theatrical exhibition it’s been 
blown up to 35m. Lensing obvious- 
ly isn’t professional as it might 
have been. But nevertheless it 
catches the crew’s daily routines 
with a wonderful touch of realism. 

High spots in the camerawork 
include scenes depicting several 
thrilling encounters with whales 
and sundry other fish. One par- 
ticularly striking sequence _re- 
counts how a crew member chased 
away a monstrous white shark by 
slamming a harpoon into its head. 

The courage, wisdom and sheer 
bravery of the six scientists are 
ideally captured by the camera. 
This was no crackpot adventure. 
For the raft’s behavior in the long 
ocean sail had been methodically 
calculated in advance by men who 
knew their stuff. When the rude 
craft beached itself in the Mar- 


quesas, the fact that the trip had | 


ended was almost anti-climactic. 
Voice of Heyerdahl accompanies 
the film throughout, explaining 


the day-to-day incidents and point- | “accidental” deaths after becoming | 


ing out technical features that 


‘ordinarily would escape the aver- 


age eye. 


Though he speaks with | 


a broad Norwegian accent, he’s 
always understandable. 

Ben Grauer does a brief intro. 
ductory spiel in which he presents 
the scientists. He also outlines the 
purpose of the junket. That, of § 
course, was to prove that the islang 
folk of Polynesia came in rafts 
centuries ago from South America 
rather than stemming from Asia ag 
is commonly, supposed, Gilb, 








Tarzan’s Peril 


Hollywood, March 14. 

, RKO release of Sol Lesser production, 
Stars Lex Barker, Virginia Huston; fea. § 
tures George Macready, Douglas Fowley, | 
Glenn Anders, Dorothy Dandridge, fj. | 
rected by Byron_ Haskin. Screenplay, 


Samuel Newman, Francis Swann; baseq ¥ 
on characters created by Edgar Rice § 
Burroughs; added dialog, John Cousins; 3 
camera, Karl Struss; editor, John Mur. % 
ray; music, Michel Michelet. African pro. 9 


duction personnel: direction, Phil Bran & 
don; camera, Jack Whithead. Tradeshown @ 
| March 13, ’51. Running time, 79 MINS. || 
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ey O' err: err. eee Lex Barker & 
MR. cs aeceeeaeedavesnes Virginia Huston 
PPRIOEE. civ dasccsececeee George Macready 7 
EGE 5. 6 0:00666000 6600608 Douglas Fowley @ 
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| This latest entry in the “Tarzan: | 
series shapes up as sturdy fare } 
|for the action market. It has the & 
familiar ingredients of jungle ad- @ 
venture, plus good background 
footage actually lensed in Africa, 
a first for the Sol Lesser produc. 
tions released through RKO. 4 

Lex Barker is a capable hero in“ 
his Tarzan character. Script could 
have made him even more of a‘) 
superman, but otherwise does not 4 
|let down the fans of the Edgar 4 
Rice Burroughs creation. Direc- 
tion of the African footage by Phil ™ 
'Brandon and Byron Haskin’s han- 7 
dling of the main story portions 7 
are both expertly aimed at keep- © 
ing the plot moving. 

Tarzan is called upon to mete 
out jungle justice to a gun-runner 7 
who supplies forbidden weapons to 
a tribe of would-be warriors. The © 
Samuel Newman-Francis Swann |= 
script has the hero swinging 7% 
through trees, swimming rivers, 4 
surviving a plunge over a water 
fall and taking on a whole tribe ¢ 


ROR gh 


battle before establishing peac 
and quiet again in his native heat ; 

Virginia Huston has only a few | 
scenes as Tarzan’s mate, Jane, in | 
the footage. There’s more empha: . | 
sis on Dorothy Dandridge, queen 
of a tribe that is saved by Tarzan | 
from its warring rivals. George ~ 
Macready is the able villain, and 


oe 

































ders get over as his henchmen 


|heads the tribe that arms its 
for battle. Alan Napier, Edwa 


/Okay as government officials. 
| John Murray's neat editing kee 
'the film tight and expertly cuts 
‘the location footage with th 
, manufactured in the studio. Bot 
/ Safari lensing by Jack Whitehea 
and the camera handling in th 
studio by Karl Struss help i 
‘showing off the action. Mich 
‘Michelet contributes a good musi 
'score, and there’s interesting us@ ” 
'of native dances and primitive mu} © 
| sic in the film’s opening sequences © 


} 





| Insurance Investigator) — 


| : 
Hollywood, March 16. 
| . Republic release of William Lackey pr 
| duction, Features Richard Denning, Aw © 
drey Long. John Eldredge, Hillar® > 
Brooke, Reed Hadley. Directed by Georg@ 
Blair. Screenplay. Gertrude Walker; stor 
Beth Brown and Gertrude Walker; ca 
era, John MacBurnie; editor, Harold Ming 
‘ter. Previewed March 15, ’51. Running 
| time, 60 MINS. 


'Tom Davison ..........Richard pope ee, 
Nancy Sullivan ........... Audrey —— 
John Hammond ..........John Eldredge ‘| 
Addie Wilson .......... Hillary Brooke | 
Chuck Malone Reed Hadley — 


Russell James ..... eeeees- Jonathan Hale | 
| Duke Wallace ............. Roy Barcroft & 
... Wilson Wood ~~ 


, Jimmy Marshall ...... é 
Hood No. 1..... eececees- William Tannen | 
' Hood No. 2 "feet eeteeeeers i 
Chief Meyers ... 
Be DD . 50. 6 640000 66.660.05 05 

Hat Check Girl........... Patricia Knox 
Cigarette Girl ......... M’Liss McClure 
WE 545464 th0seus +e..--Maurice Samuels 





For lowercase bookings in the © 
program market, “Insurance Inves- ~ 
tigator” is an okay melodrama. | 
Pace is. good, as is the playing, | 
and familiar ingredients are neatly 
combined to fulfill demands of re 
lease intentions. ‘| 

Richard Denning plays the title | 
character, probing the death of 4 
real estate operator before the 
company pays a huge double-in- 
demnity claim. Death was re” 
ported an accident but Denning & 
suspects foul play, as does Audrey 
Long, the victim’s daughter. She 
gets Denning a job with the real 
estate firm and it doesn’t take him; 
long to discover that the victom’s | 
partner, John Eldredge, owes 
heavy gambling debts to Reed 
Hadley. 2 
| From there trail leads to an ins] 
/surance racket, headed by Hadley | 
'and his henchmen, who arrange © 


Pree. 


peti 


pee 


rsisiftey 





| policy beneficiaries. 






Finale brings © 


_on a wild cops-and-robbers chase | 
(Continued on page 7) 
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{nsurance Investigator 


nning is captured by the 
after ere but hero and heroine 
a around for a final clinch and 
ar villains get their just deserts. 


the vi ar 
. Blair’s direction of the 
B+ ie Gertrude Walker is 


y . 
sti | and unfolds the plot with 
nore logic to make it satisfac- 
tory “in its entertainment class. 
Denning and Miss Long are up to 
all demands of their roles. Hillary 
Brooke is good as Eldredge’s girl- 
friend. Eldredge, Hadley, Roy 
Barcroft, William Tannen and Phil- 
lip Pine do their heavies well, and 
others in the cast are capable. _ 
William Lackey’s production 
supervision frames the picture ex- 
ertly for budget allotment, and 
technical supports are excellent. 
Brog. 





silver City Bonanza 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, March 14. 


Republic release of Melville Tucker 
production. Stars Rex Allen; features 


Buddy Ebsen, Mary Ellen Kay, Billy Kim- | 


. Alix Ebsen, Bill Kennedy, Gregg 
[ Clem Bevans. Directed by George 


Golden Salamander 
_ “Golden Salamander,” Brit- 
ish import tradeshown in New 
York Monday (19), was re- 
viewed from London by 
VaRIETY in the issue of Feb. 8, 
1950. The Ronald Neame-Al- 
exander Galperson production 
was described by reviewer 
‘ Myro-as “too slow in coming — 
to the point, despite the tense, 
suspenseful climax.” Yarn 
deals with gunrunners in 
North Africa. 

Critic predicted that “star 
names will help ‘Salamander’ 
in Britain, but it will prove 
hard geing in the more so- 
phisticated, competitive Amer- 
ican market.” Ronald Neame’s 
direction was held to be “far 
too casual” to heighten story 
interest. Anouk, who plays a 


| cafe girl, “displays refreshing 


charm,” and Trevor Howard, 
as an archaeologist, is ‘fine.’ 
Eagle Lion classics is dis- 
tributing in the U.S. 














acctseiaaienee 


| Hawkins, discovers that his ex- 





ledsing pacationner and appear Chanee of a Lifetime 
ole makes an impressive appear- “ : ” Brit. 
ance as her son. Ronald Howard | we Geta ae eat 
does justice to a minor role as an | the Trans-Lux 60th st. theatre 
assistant scientist and James Hay- | N.-Y¥.. lest week. was reviewed 
Wrofiteer AIP iesec: hafacters in Vantery in the issue of May 
’ | 3, 1950. Seen at the Leicester 
are deftly handled. Clem. Sq thentes: Landen, te Mure 
_ the film was described as an 
“unhappy proposition boxof- 
ficewise and can be ruled out 
for American screentime.” 
“It’s a tale of disgruntled 
workers who take over control 
of a factory,” Myro wrote, “but 
soon find they are in difficul- 
ties and are glad to have the 
boss back to help them man- 
age the affairs.” Basil Rad- 


The Browning Version 
(BRITISH) 
London, March 13. 


GFD release of a Javelin Films produc- 
tion, Stars Michael Redgrave, Jean Kent; 
features Nigel Patrick. Directed by An- 
thony Asquith. Screenplay, Terence Rat- 
tigan, based on his original play; camera, 
Desmond Dickinson; editor, John D. Guth- 
ridge. At Odeon, London, March 13, ’51. 
Running time, 90 MINS. ; 
Andrew Crocker-Harris Michael Redgrave 














Millie Crocker-Harris....... . Jean Kent | : : : 
Frank Hunter.............. Nigel Patrick} ford is cast as the boss in this 
Frobisher seeeceeeces Wilfrid Hyde pro Pilgrim production, which 
BPIOW ..cccccccccccceseres rian Sm : : s to. 
a anita peR aes: ‘Bil Travers| Ballantine Pictures is _ dis 
SEs. cscduucuaaiae ec) Ronald Howard tributing in the U. S. Running 
a sraGinaccwaeue eivecle st Paul Medland | time is 90 minutes. 

Lord Baxter ..ccoc.s.e.:- Ivan Samson | 

Mrs. Frobisher...... Josephine Middleton | —_ 
eer rrr ree Peter Jones P 

Betty Carstairs ............ Sarah Lawson battle-weary, cynical ee ee | 
Rev. Williamson .......+....- Scott Haro ith Merrill. in the. role o 

'Mrs. Williamson............ Judith Furst | geant, wit “ 


Blair. Written by Bob Williams; camera, | buddy has shot the Englishman_.-to' 


MacBurnie; editor, Robert M. Leeds; | 
pon Stanley Wilson. Previewed March | 


13. ‘31. Running time, 66 MINS. 


secure possession of the girl. Be- | one of the best dramatic entertain- | ning dialog sequence, with more | 
fore the boy can decided what to! ments to come from the J. Arthur | punch and interest than the usual | 


Rex Allen (The Arizona Cowboy) Rex Allen | do, there is a life and death chase | 


‘top brass,” breaking down his re- | 
: e | sistance and showing him the plan | 
“The Browning Version” rates as | behind the heartbreak. It’s-a run- | 





Rank stables for a long time. It is | straight commentary. At the same | 





Gabriel Horne ......+++++-. Buddy Ebsen | in a disused gold mine with the | 29 impressively sincere production | time, it does tell the story the Navy | 
5 geicg 1-9 +- ealaaaa Milly Kimbley | Murderer buried by a fallen rock | enhanced by a superb star per-/ wants to get across. 

Jimmy McIntosh ....++..--- y y | : f by Michael Red d . i 
Susie MOMMAGMD coccsccoeseins Alix Ebsen | to solve the whole thing. ormanct by Michael Redgrave and| Merrill tells the strategy story | 
Monk MOnroe .seseeeeeseee: Gregg Barton |. Hawkins makes a virile, sturdy | given the finishing polish by | in his role of Navy brass. He man- 
hon BORE A dabei ad ea he Clem Bevans | Boer while Dennis Price is a strik- | Amthony Asquith’s skillful direc-| age, to add warmth and persona!- | 
Theatre OWNEE secseereess: Frank Jenks | ing contrast as the cultured wast-|#on. It should attract big audi-| ity to the mechanics of strategy. | 
Postman ...+++seceereess: HAR Fattcuter | rel. Hammond gives an. effective ences at home and may make a sub- | Widmark’s recognizable voice is in | 


GroxggRin® acccccccccccceccss Harry Harvey 





Republic’s Rex Allen has an 
actionful sagebrusher that will 
please in the intended market. It 
is neatly scripted for oater fans. 

Original script by Bob Williams 
manages to work in legitimately 
an underwater scrap between the 
hero and heavy. Otherwise, the 
concentration is on standard west- 
ern action of chases, fisticuffs and 
gunplay as plot has Allen, and his 


saddle pal, Buddy Ebsen, on the | 


prowl for the knife murderer of a 
blind man, Aiding the search is a 
police dog, former seeing-eye for 
the dead man, and hunt leads them 


to the ranch of Mary Ellen Kay. | 


She is being subjected to a cam- 
paign by BiH Kennedy. and his 
heavies to drive her off the proper- 
ty so they can recover a rich cache 
of silver, stored in a lake. 

Allen displays a likeable pres- 
ence as the staunch hero. He also 
pleases with vocals on “Lollipop 
Lane,” although tune is on the 
silly side for an oater; “Sweet 
Evalina” and 


ities in spots. Also, he does a 
dance with little Alix Ebsen 
which the young male fans will 
sit through with reasonable pa- 
tience while waiting for action to 
Start again. Miss Kay is breath- 
less heroine with more to do than 
usually accorded western femmes. 
Kennedy's knife-throwing heavy 
is good. Gregg Barton, Clem 
Bevans and the others are okay. 
George Blair’s direction of the 
Melville Tucker production keeps 
it playing excellently. Outdoor 
values, lensing, editing and other 
credits are sound. Brog. 





The Adventurers 
(BRITISH) 


; London, March 13. 
GFD | release of a Setton-Barin ‘“‘May- 
flower” production. Stars Dennis Price, 


Jack Hawkins, Siobhan McKenna; features | 


Peter Hammond, Gregoire Aslan, Bernard 
Lee. Directed by David Macdonald. Screen- 
Play, Robert Westerby; editor, V. Sagov- 
sky; camera, Oswald Morris; music, Cedric 


Thorpe Davie. At Odeon, London, March | 


7. ‘51. Running time, 86 MINS 


Pieter Brandt .....cccces: Jack Hawkins 
Hendrik van Thaal...... Peter Hammond 
Clive Hunter ....000ccc0ce5% Dennis Price 
BOMUMEC 24:10.0'6,66.00'00060% Gregoire Aslan 
MRCIOOE, sc4kn ace bd ven ccuan Charles Paton . 
Anne Hunter........0. Siobhan McKenna | 
DD CORAGI 5 4ri.54.0.605000000044 Bernard Lee | 
Van “THERE GRBs. ccaccccs Ronald Adam 





There is a rugged realism about 
this picture that will appeal most 
strongly to male patrons. Filled 
With outdoor shots, this makes a 
refreshing type of Western, deal- 


“I Ride an Old! 
Paint.” Ebsen adds some comical- | 


| characterization of the young Com- 


mando, Gregoire Aslan is grimly | tOTy. 


‘smouldering as the dispossessed 
‘saloon owner. Siobhan McKenna 
| has the negligible role of the un- 
| happy wife with no glamour acting 
| opportunities. Camera work is one 
| of the best features of the pic, tak- 
|ing full advantage of the colerful 
iveldt. Direction by David Mac- 
| donald gets every possible advan- 
| tage of talent, location and dramat- 
‘ie story. Clem. 
Fiesh and Blood 
(BRITISH) 

London, March 6. 


British Lion release of a London Films- 
Anatole de Grunwald production. Stars 
| Richard Todd, Glynis Johns, Joan Green- 
wood; features Andre Morell, Freda Jack- 
son, James Hayter, George Cole. Directed 
| by Anthony Kimmins. Screenplay, Ana- 
tole de Grunwald from James Bridie’s 
play, “A Sleeping Clergyman”; camera, 
Otto Heller; editor, Turney-Smith; 
music, Charles Williams. At Plaza, Lon- 
‘don. Running time, 102 MINS. 


Charles Cameron 


Charles Sutherland? ieeer ee Richard Todd 
PENS 00.06 65.006 800554) Glynis Johns 
We eRMER ss vcccncucees Joan Greenwood 
Dr. Marshall... ....cccess.- Andre _ Morell 
ere Ursula Howells 
Ue GUTINN  6 6:5 4.06:06006-60.0 Freda Jackson 
Jobn Hannah........cccces: George Cole 
Sir Douglas Manley........ James Hayter 
i Seen: Ronald Howard 
MEE) WU IOE 60.006 66606064:6.005 Muriel Aked 
Sarre Michael Hordern 
Minnie Arnott........... Helen Christie 
1 DP. COOREE.. . ccscctocss Walter Fitzgerald 





In adapting this James Bridie 
play to the screen much elabora- 
tion has produced enough plot to 
make three separate stories, a lot 
of which is wholly incredible, with 
no clarification of some _ salient 
points. It has a strong cast, pro- 
viding individual dramatic oppor- 
tunities for most characters and is 
soundly directed by Anthony 
Kimmins. Otto MHeller’s camera 
work is exceptionally good. On 
its star value alone, coupled with 
the author’s rep, it should do well 
locally, but its chances in the U. S. 
do not appear to lie in the same 
direction. Its prospects would be 
enhanced by judicious cutting. 

Theme concerns’ the 
spark of genius which dies, in un- 
fulfilled research, with a young 
‘medical student. A doctor friend 





| begs him to come to his seashore . Photographic Center productien. 


‘home for treatment for wasted 


gow slum before he can marry the 
| doctor's sister who is expecting his 
child. The girl dies, leaving her 
, brother to care for her newborn 
_daughter, who becomes the pivot 
,of his life. The daughter becomes 
‘infatuated with a poor lab assist- 
‘ant and poisons him when he threat- 


latent ; 


| 


| 





t 


‘ 
} 
! 
| 
} 
| 
{ 
| 
{ 
j 
| 


ing with South Africa at the ter-,;ens to mar her society wedding. | 
mination of the Boer War and the The old doctor steers his ward 


scramble for wealth and power. It 
Should do well on this side and 
May comfortably fill in on dualers 
in the U, §, 

While escaping through the 
mountains Jack Hawkins, a Com- 
mando, stumbles across a dead 
man and finds a pouch of dia- 
mands on his body. Not knowing 
the war is over, he buries the 
hoard and returns to his township 
and tries to raise funds to trek 


back to reclaim the treasure. As. 


Proof of his good faith he is 
obliged to take three companions 
who have e-ntributed to the ex- 
pedition. One of them, a slick 


exiled Englishman, has married | 
Hawkins’ girl, who believed him , 


killed in the war. Hate is en- 
fendered in the quartet through 
Sreed, suspicion, gambling losses 
and general incompatibility. 

After locating the cache, the 
party returns, minus the Britisher, 
Peter Hammond, the fourth adven- 
turer and fellow Commando of 


‘science drives her later to a watery 
grave. This leaves her young son 
to the old man’s. guardianship. 
/The youngster develops, is always 
‘in trouble, but displays the unmis- 
\takable brain of his grandfather. 
|This culminates in his discovering 
a new drug that stems a terrific 
‘death toll.. A belated love affair 
brings in a rich girl turned nurse. 

Richard Todd does some of his 
best work in the dual role of the 
sick boy and his grandson, giving 
tense realism to the fanaticism of 
the scientist grappling with the 
frailty of his body. Andre Morell 
has the major task of presiding 
over all the destinies as the doctor, 
and carries his burden superbly. 
Joan Greenwood’s unusual per- 
sonality subtly fills the role of the 
murderess while Glynis Johns 
makes an appealing figure of the 
indefatigable nurse - sweetheart. 
Freda Jackson 


| 





(through this calamity, but con- ™ 


; 
; 
! 


|cember, has all the ingredients of | town theatre. N. Y., 





| 


| 


| 


has an excellent | voices seem to be part of the story. ; ) 
icharacter study of.a dour Scots: Widmark handles the dialog of aiepisode is 


'a top-drawer documentary. There's 


stantial inroad in American terri- | ;eeping with the script. | 
_. | Footage is well chosen and. 

Terence Rattigan’s play, which | varied. The tedium of the long, 
had a big success in the West End | march is well-depicted, with plenty | 
when presented in 1948, has been | of drama and horror in closeups of 


| faithfully translated to the screen. | frostbitten feet, ragged shoes, and | 
|The celluloid version is crammed |the ever-present line of civilian | 


with emotional incidents and has | refugees. 
two noteworthy tear-jerker scenes.; The Hollywood cooperation was, 
The background of the story 1S | given sans fee. Lowe. 

an English public school with the | 
action spanning barely 48 hours. It | 
is the last day of term, and Andrew 

H soninii..  Artkino release of Bielorussian Film 
Crocker-Harris, an austere discipli- Studios production. Stars Vladimir Dru- | 
narian, is retiring because of ill: zhnikov. Directed by A. Feinzimmer and? 
health without a pension. The_V. tee ey pecoengene. eyo 

i ®camera, ° intsburg; music, e Oga: | 
events leading up to the final, tyrov. At Stanley, N. Y., dual, week of 
powerful valedictory address make March 17, ’51. Running time, 77 MINS. 
up a plot which is rich in incident Zaslonov ............ Viadimir Druzhnikov 


The Seeret Brigade | 


one Rees ‘Gaeernenenee. | ——~ AR iicetenenee 

The role of the retiring master is Shurmin ......+.+.+s.+see+- vs Desetever 
not an easy one, but a prize in the | Neuehaus 12772022222 2.INV! Solovyov 
right hands. Redgrave fills it with |Gammer .............eeeeeeee+: A. Fenin 
distinction, contributing a perform- | Buravchik ........+s++- ooeees Ra Ee 
ance which never falters, revealing | Semenikhin “......cc..0c2.,.,,V. Margey | 
the true background of the disillu- | Galina .....5223222202.0001. Kondratyeva | 
sioned and unhappy character. Al- || Kube ..........seseseeseeses Y. Malyutin 





most matching this performance is ; opr . ee 
the role of his wife, played with Hitler's invasion of Russia in| 
a mixture of callousness and coy- | World War II is still supplying | 
ness by Jean Kent. She shows up | ample story material for the Soviet | 
favorably as a dramatic actress in. film-makers, if “The Secret Bri-| 
a completely unsympathetic role. | sade” is any criterion. The latest | 

Nigel Patrick, in a less bombastic | vodka import painstakingly shows | 
part than usual, chalks up another | how the bumbling Nazis were out- | 
personal success as the science| Wwitted by Partisans during the, 
master who becomes ashamed of | Siege of Moscow. Picture may have | 
the intrigue he has had with Miss; Some appeal in a few specialized | 
Kent. Wilfrid Hyde White is as situations, but has no chance else- | 
smooth as ever as the headmaster. | Where in the U. S. 

Brian Smith, playing one of the There’s nothing subtle about | 
pupils, acts his part with consider- this film, which is said to be based 
able enthusiasm. The scene in| Upon actual fact. Using the direct | 
which he makes a presentation to | 4Pproach, scenarist A. Movzon has | 
the master is one of the dramatic | 4 Russian railroad shop technician 
highspdts of the pic. Bill Travers 


worm his way into the confidence 
and Ronald Howard make effective | 9f a couple of German officers. 
contributions in minor roles. 


Before the latter become fully 
The technical qualities, in addi- 


aware of what’s going on, the 
tion to Asquith’s direction, are 


partisan and his fellow saboteurs 
high. Desmond Dickinson’s camera | ™anage to disrupt the invader's 


work, Carmen Dillon’s art direc- rail transportation and indirectly 





’ aid in saving Moscow. 
pe MR ol "seman = Pen Although the partisans’ under- | 


quality British production. Myro. | Cover work is extremely crude, the 


uniformed Nazis depicted are no | 
masters at ferreting out the cul-| 
prits. They let the acts of sabo-. 
tage persist chiefly due to their | 
own negligence. Performances | 
are somewhat mechanical under | 





The Hungnam Story 


Washington, March 15. 
Dept. of Defense release of U. S. ya } 
om- . 





mentary written and directed by Sam | sg A 2 
lungs, but he succumbs in a Glas- | Engel, ‘USNR. Narration by Richard the unimaginitive direction of A. | 


Wtdmark and Gary Merrill. Running time, | Feinzimmer and V. Korsh-Sablin. | 
23 MINS. | Viadimir Druzhnikov, as the chief 
_ partisan, is perhaps best of the 

Were it not for its unwieldy , grim-visaged cast. , 
length, this would be a natural for; is poor and production values 





theatrical showings. As it is, dis- , meagre. Gilb. 


tribution is likely to be confined 
to TV and the 16m circuit, though 
some spot theatrical run is planned (GERMAN) 
to highlight Armed Forces Day in! Vogue Pictures Corp. release of-Camera | 

lay. 4 production. Directed by Helmut Kautner. 


Film, based on the near-tragic | Camera Igor Oberberg: music, Bernhard 
evacuation from Hungnam last De- | Eichhorn; editor, Christian Wolff. At Mid- | 
starting March 10, 
’51. Running time, 85 MINS. | 
plenty of action, an_ underlying Willi Saude es soho scet ars a pi 
tone of drama, as much human in-| Sybille ........ 2.02... -Winnie Markus 


terest as can be packed into a Dr. Buschenhagen ....Franz Schafheitlin 


Seven Journeys 


. RI ee Alice Treff 
short, and some convincingly au- Grunelius bistadae ica touden Hans Nielsen 
thentic combat shots of the slow | Angela .......... 000th es as esserges Gisela 
trail out of the trap to the final |g SO at segcoupesss/ em nt, 
impressive beach scenes. Best Of} Dorothea ...... cooees...-. Evica Balque 
all for b.o. purposes, there’s the! Ruth .......... coos Eva, Gotthardt 
commentary of 20th-Fox stars Gary | August. --- ccoces SS, 

ns > Lieutenant .ccoccceqecssees- Fritz Wagner 
Merrill and . Richard Widmark. Erna erry 0806esesee Isa Vermenron 
ic’ ATONESS ..sceeceee-...Margarete agan 

Latter feature proves to be pic's | Faroness -.+s++e++-.+-Mar Carl Raddatz 
most novel angle. SN rite A Peseheseexeecs ss Bettina Moissi 


Narration, written by 20th 
producer Sam Engel during a tour (In German; English Titles) 
of duty at the Naval Photographic Intensely dramatic. “Seven 
Center, does an unusually deft job; Journeys” is a natural for art 
of tying together what. might|houses. Picture was produced in 
otherwise seem unrelated footage. |the Allied zone of Germany against 
In addition, it adds “characters’|a background of the _ pre-Nazi 
and “plot.” so much so that the|regime and the war years. It is) 
seven stories in one, but each, 
independent of the 











other, 
mobile. In fact, it is the car that 
“narrates” the story of the 
vehicle’s seven owners. 7 
Helmut Kautner’s direction is 
smooth. His interpretation of each 
of the seven storftes is handled 
with understanding and deftness. 
While the characters in each seg- 
ment of the overall story turn in 
top performances, the work of 
Bettini Moissi, as a war widow 
escaping from the battle zone with 
her baby, is outstanding. Her un- 
usual and expressive face, plus act- 
ing talent, is worth a Hollywood 
look. P 
Story opens in a junkyard where 
two workers are salvaging usable 
parts of the war-battered car. They 
find a date scratched on the intact 
windshield, and the car’s voice 
then picks up the story and traces 
its “life” with the seven owners. 
A young man has given the car 
to his girl as an engagement pres- 
ent and they scratch -the date on 
the windshield with a diamond. 
Succeeding owners are a composer 
whose career is halted by the 
Nazis, a Jewish-Aryan couple who 
choose death rather than be 
separated by the Gestapo, a man 
who is arrested and shot for politi- 
cal reasons and then a working girl 
who tries to save her former em- 
ployer, a baroness, from arrest. 
Car then passes to the German 
army. The two final episodes are 
the most suspenseful, dealing with 
the transportation of a young 
lieutenant to the Russian front and 
the escape of the mother and child 
from the war zone with the aid of 
a young soldier. Latter is the only 
portion that has a trace of humor. 
Picture may be regarded by some 
as too depressive. A light sequence 
or two would have given better 
balance, as each story is heavy 
and highly dramatic. Alst. 


Atto di Aeeusa 
(Accusation) 
(ITALIAN) 

Genoa, March 6. 


CEI release of an Athena production. 
Stars Lea Padovani, Carl sneer, Diehl, 
Marcello Mastroianni, Andrea hecchi. 
Directed by Giacomo Gentilomo. Screen- 
play, Gentilomo, Cataldi, Brusato, D’Errico 
from story by Silvana Mangione; camera, 


. Alvaro Marcori; music, Carlo Rustichelli. 


At Universale, Genoa. Running time, 


95 MINS. 


TPO TOMS. « 06:0.¢66- 00-0 4a6> Lea Padovani 





Avvocato Ruska........ Carl Ludwig Diehl 
| NMED S stc.56b0s aes'ee< Marcello Mastroianni 
Police Inspector......... Andrea Checchi 

This well-scripted murder pic is 


an example of well-balanced, me- 


| dium-calibre production heretofore 


lacking in the hit-or-miss Italian 
film industry. Well acted and 
briskly directed, it alternates sus- 
pense and humor. Film _ holds 
audience attention throughout. It 
is less an art vehicle than a good 
entry for Italian language spots. 
It offers material for a Hollywood 
version. 

German actor Carl Ludwig Diehl 
convincingly portrays the well- 
known lawyer who throws suspicion 
of a murder that he has committed 
on his wife’s lover. Unsuspected, 
he kills another witness solely to 
win back his wife by convincing 
her that her boy friend did away 
with both persons. Both the accused 
and a detective (nicely acted by 
Andrea Checthi) finally spot the 
murderer and close in on him 
before he commits a third crime. 

Lea Padovani| and Marcello 
Mastroianni underplay the lovers 
in believable fashion. Giacomo 
Gentilomo’s direction keeps the 
action rolling at good pace and 
overcomes a few rough spots along 
the way. Technical credits are 
average. Hawk. 


Caroline Cherie 
(Dear Caroline) 
(FRENCH) 
Paris, March 6. 


release of Cinephonic-Gau- 
mont production. Stars Martine Carol. 


Gaumont 


| Directed by Richard Pottier. ° 
Photography | ottier. Screenplay 


Jean Anouilh; camera. Maurice Barry; 


editor, Jean Feyete. At Colisee, Paris. 


Running time, 135 MINS. 


GENO 56 8-06.06 6040600 Martine Caro) 


{NEMS 6 2s cow coibde e546 Jacques Daqumine 
| Countess ..... COOCOF 00 o.0.0686 Marie Dea 
| BGUCOIDS . . 0.000 000000060055 .. Souplex 
Malenger ... sgeeceeee..- Pierre Cressoy 
Duchess .....e+ O84 66006 Yvonne De Bray 
BE 65:86:46 6046005 4060 00% Jacques Varenne 





This is a Gallic costumer of the 
revolutionary period that reminds 
one of “Forever Amber.” Chiefly 


‘concerning the amorous perambu- 


lations of a teiaptestuous, sensual 
creature during the upheaval of 
the French Revolution pic is filled 
with a sly, cynical look at the love 
episode of the time. Though the 
film sluffs over the production 
values inherent in that period and 
confines itself to the boudoir, it is 
adroit and interesting. It also has 
good exploitation pegs. The Mar- 
tine Carol chassis should make 
good for U. S. arty sureseaters, 
but it will take plenty of publicity 
to put it over. Playwright Jean 
Anouilh has used the over-con- 
trived literary plotting to put 
forth his theories on love. Miss 
Carol, as a noble hothead. gets 
caught up in the revolution at an 
early age. She is in love with a 


(Continued on page 18) 
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L.A. Still Sags Despite New Pix; 
‘Valley’ Fair $20,000, ‘Bonzo’ 186, 
Va. City’-Dodge City’ Oke $25,000 


Los Angeles, March 20. + 





Firstrun biz concinues spotty in 
current frame despite Easter vaca- 
tion week and schools being closed. 
Two reissue combos and five new 
bills are on the lineup. Oldie pair, 
“Dodge City” and “Virginia City” 
are shaping up okay $25,000 in 
three theatres. “Vendetta” is 
medium $24,000 in two houses. 


Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 





This Week........ $484,100 
(Based on 17 theatres) 
Last Wear......... $452,500 





Addition of “Redhead and Cow- 
boy” to second week of “Septem- 
ber Affair” is helping it to an es- 
timated $24,000 in two locations. 
“Vengeancc Valley” shapes to 
hit about $20,000, fair, in two spots 
but “Inside Straight” is very thin 
$15,000, also in two. Modest $18,- 
000 looms for “Bedtime for Bonzo” 
in five sites. “Red Shoes” and 
“Fallen Idol,” on return dates, 
look pleasing $4,000 in one loca- 


on. 
Estimates for This Week 
Los Angeles, Chinese, Uptown, 
Loyola, Wilshire (FWC) (2,097; 
2,048; 1,719; 1,248; 70-$1.10)— 
“Rawhide” (20th) and “Cuban 
Fireball’ (Rep) (2d wk). Light 
$19,000. Last week, $36,800. 


Hollywood, Downtown, Wiltern 
(WB) (2,756; 1,757; 2,344; 70-$1.10) 
—“Dodge City” (WB) and “Vir- 
ginia City” (WB) (reissues). Okay 
$25,000. Last week, “Raton Pass” 
(WB), only $18,000. 

Loew’s State, Egyptian (UA) (2,- 
404; 1,538; 70-$1.10) — “Inside 
Straight” (M-G) and “They Were 
Not Divided” (EL). Very thin 
$15,000. Last week, “3 Guys 


Named Mike” (M-G) and “Out-| 


laws Texas” (Mono) (Loew’s only} 
(2d wk-4 days), $8,300. 

Hillstreet, Pantages (RKO) (2,- 
890; 2,812; 60-$1) — “Vendetta” 
(RKO) and “Gasoline Alley” (Col). 
Medium $24,000. Last week, “Never 


Dull Moment” (RKO) and “Experi- | $1.20 - $1.80) iam “Cyrano” 


ment Alcatraz’ (RKO), $20,800. 


Los Angeles, Hollywood Para-| 


(Based on 18 theatres.) 


‘Husbands -Stage 
Hep $17,000, Cleve. 


Cleveland, March 20. 
Hypo of Vic Damone and Helen 
O‘Connell in stage unit, plus 











. \“‘Three Husbands” at Loew’s State, 


‘is responsible for only worthwhile 
|take here in an otherwise dull ses- 
'sion. “Lucky Nick Cain” is not 
‘bringing much luck to Palace’s 
| wickets. Hipp looks in somewhat 
(better shape with its two oldies, 
\“Dodge City” and “Virginia City.” 
Estimates for This Week 


Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-80) — 
i“Tarzan’s Peril” (RKO). Fair 
\$9,000. Last week, “Sword of 
‘Monte Cristo” (20th), satisfying 
'$11,500 in 9 days. 

Esquire (Community) (704; 55- 
80)—“‘Dear to My Heart” (Indie) 
(reissues). Poor $2,000. Last week, 
\“Bitter Rice” (Indie) (21st wk), 


$3,000. 

| Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-80) — 
“Virginia City” (WB) and “Dodge 
|City” (WB) (reissues). Okay $14 
/500. Last week, “Lightning Strikes 
| Twice” (WB), moderate $12,000. 

| Lower Mall (Community) (505; 
(UA). 
some. 


iSlash in prices helping 


mounts (FEM) (3,300; 1,451; 60-|L penne SP te 94,700, sollowing 


$1)—"Redhead and Cowboy” (Par) | 
and “September air” (Par) (2d | « : boas 
wk), Okay $24,000. Last week, “‘Sep- | ¢hucey Nick Cain’ (Zuinl 


{ 


tember Affair’ (Par) and “Missing 
Women” (Rep) (L. A. only), $17,- 
300. 

Orpheum, Hawaii (Metropolitan) 
(2,210; 1,106; 70-$1.10) — “Ven- 
geance Valley” ‘(M-G) and “Insur- 
ance Investigator” (Rep). Fair $20,- 
000. Last week, “Flying Missile” 
(Col) and “Yank in Korea” (Col) 
(2d wk-6 days), slight $6,700. 


United Artists, Ritz, Vogue, Stu- | 


dio City, Culver (UA-FWC) (2,100; 
1,370; 885; 880; 1,145; 70-$1.10) — 
“Bedtime for Bonzo” (U) and 
“Mask of Dragon” (Lip). Mild $18,- 
000. Last week, “Prehistoric 
Women” (EL) and “Navy Bound” 
(Mono), slow $18,000. 

Four Star (UA) (900; 70-90) — 
“Red Shoes” (EL) and “Fallen 
Idol” (EL) (reissues). Oke $4,000. 
Last week, “Maono” (Indie) (5th 
wk), $2,300. 

Fine Arts (FWC) (677; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“Cyrano” (UA) (18th wk). 
Into 18th frame (Tues.) after mild 
$3,500 last week. 

Beverly Canon (ABC) (520; $1.20) 
—“Trio” (Par) (13th wk). 
$3,000. Last week, fine $2,700. - 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 70-$1.10) — 
“Seven Days to Noon” (Indie) (4th 
aed $1,500. Last week, lean 


Hub Sings B.0. Blues; 
‘Valley’ Oke at $23,500, 
Target’ 106, ‘Sword’ 14G 


Boston, March 20. 

Boxoffice blues still are loud this 
stanza with not much help from 
product. “Payment on Demand” 
in fourth as Astor shapes okay 
while “Vengeance Valley” at State 
and Orpheum is topping the new- 
comers. “Target Unknown” at 
Boston looms good. 

stimates for This Week 

Astor (B&Q) (1,200; 50-95)— 
“Payment on Demand” (RKO) (4th 
wk). Oke $9,000 after neat $10,000 
for third. 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 40-85)— 
“Target Unknown” (U) and “Kan- 
aroo Kid’ (EL). Good $10,000. 

st week, “Condemned to Hang” 
(Indie) and “Guilty of Murder” 
(Indie) split week with “Operation 
Disaster” (U), acceptable $9,200. 
R Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 

Sword of Monte Cristo” (20th) 


and “Mask of Dragon” (Lip). Ni 
34.000 g p). Nice 





Near | 000 


Last week, “Redhead and! B 


$4,500 last week. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-80) — 
Light 
Last week “Payment on 
|Demand” (RKO), breezy $14,500. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-80) — 
“Three Husbands” (UA) plus Vic 
Damone topping vaude. Singer 
| sparking bill to fine $17,000. Last 
week, “Grounds for Marriage” 
(M-G), $9,000. 

Stillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-80)— 
\“Redhead. and Cowboy” 
| Average $6,000. Last week, “Groom 
Wore Spurs” (U), same. 


Seattle Slow But ‘Mike’ 
Fat $10,000; ‘Bonzo’ 96 


; Seattle, March 20. 
Biz is generally very dull here 
this week. However, “Cry Danger’ 
and “Three Guys Named Mike” 
look big. 
shapes nice as does “Cry Danger.” 

Estimates for This Week 
Coliseum (Evergreen) (1,887; 65- 
90)\—"‘Cry Danger” (RKO) and 
“Silent Dust” (Mono). Fine $10,- 
. Last week, “Great Manhunt” 
(Col) and “Killer Stalked N. Y.” 
(Col), $9,000. 

Fifth Avenue (Evergreen) (2,- 
349; 65-90) — “Born Yesterday” 
(Col), (8th wk). Swell $6,500. 
Last week, $7,200. 

Liberty (Hamrick) (1,650; 65-90) 
—‘‘Bedtime for Bonzo” (U) and 
“Law of Badlands” (RKO). Nice 
$9,000. Last week, ‘Vengeance 
Valley” (M-G) and “Cuban Fire- 

(Continued on page 22) 





(Par). | 


“Bedtime for Bonzo” | 99 


‘Lightning’ Hits Prov. 
With Bright $12,000 


Providence, March 20. 

Majestic this week is solid with 
“Lightning Strikes Twice.” Okay 
is RKO Albee’s reissue combo of 
“Dodge City” and “Virginia City.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Dodge City” (WB) and “Virginia 
City” (WB) (reissues). Good $9,~ 
000. Last week, “Target Unknown” 
(U) and “Good Time Girl” (EL), 
$10,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— 
“Lightning Strikes. Twice” (WB) 
and “Belle Le Grand” (Rep). Snap- 
py $12,000. Last week, “Climb 
Highest Mountain” (20th) and 
“Cuban Fireball” (Rep), $12,000. 


Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100; 44- 
65)—“Mister Universe” (EL) and 
“Navy Bound” (EL). Fairish $5,- 
000. Last week, “House of Frank- 
|enstein” (Indie) and ‘“‘House Drac- 
|ula” (Indie) (reissues), meek $4,- 
= 


State (3,200; 44-65)— 
|“Three Guys Named Mike” (M-G). 
Mild $12,000. Last week, “Born 
| Yesterday” (Col) (2d wk), neat 
| $12,000. 

| §trand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
|—“‘My Friend Irma” (Par) and 
'“Submarine Zone” (Par).- Opened 
| Monday (19). Last week, “Al Jen- 
'nings Oklahoma” (Col) and “Op- 
eration X” (Col), poor $7,500. 


Tarzan Lofty 
$12,000, Philly 


Philadelphia, March 20. 

First-runs here are marking 
time until \‘the Easter weekend 
| brings back biz, with a batch of 
|new product slated to open to take 
|advantage of this. Despite usual 
| Holy Week downbeat, trade is not 
'too bad. “Kansas Raiders” is 
| grabbing a neat bundle at the Earle 
| while “Tarzan’s Peril” is sturdy at 
ithe Stanton. “Chance -of Life- 
'time” is faltering at the Translux. 


Estimates for This Week 
Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99)—“If 
| This Be Sin” (RKO). Mild $8,000. 
|Last week, “Magnificent Yankee” 
| (M-G) (2d wk), $6,500. 

Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—“Born 
Yesterday” (Col) (8th wk). Good 
$11,000. Last week, $11,500. 
| Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99)—“Kan- 
| sas Raiders” (U). Nice $14,000. Last 
7 “Sound of Fury” (UA), $12,- 

Fox (20th) (2,250; 50-99)—“All 
About Eve” (20th). Okay $12,000. 
Last week, “U. S. S. Teakettle” 
(20th), (2d wk), $15,000. 

Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99)—“‘Cry Danger” (RKO) (2d wk). 
Off to $10,000, after fair $14,000 
opener. 

Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
“Enforcer” (WB) (3d wk). Light 
$13,500. Last week, $16,000. 

Midtown (Goldman) (1,000; 50- 

99)—‘‘Payment on Demand” (RKO) 
(4th wk). Fine $11,000. Last week, 
$12,000. 
Randolph (Goldman) (2,500; 50- 
) —“Three Guys Named Mike” 
(M-G) (2d wk). Tidy $15,000. Last 
week, $20,000. 

Stanley (WB) (2,900; 50-99) — 
“Lightning Strikes Twice” (WB) 
(2d wk). Dull $12,000. Last week, 
$15,000 opener. 

Stanton (WB) (1,473; 50-99) — 
“Tarzan’s Peril” (RKO). Sturdy 
| $12,000. Last week, “Dodge City” 
(WB) and “Virginia City” (WB) (re- 
issues), neat $14,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; 50-99) — 
“Chance of Lifetime” (Indie). 
Thin $4,000. Last week, “So Long 
at Fair” (EL) (2d wk), $4,500. 

World (G&S) (500; 50-99)—“Bit- 
ter Rice” (Indie) (18th wk). About 
$3,500. Last week, good $3,600. 





(Loew) 

















Cincinnati, March 20. 


Cincy’s main line for this pre- 
Easter round. “Three Guys Named 
Mike,” out in front, is racking up 
a solid session for the RKO flag- 
ship Albee. Other new bills, “Sec- 
ond Woman” in Palace, “Great 
Missouri Raid” at Capitol and 
“High Lonesome” at Lyric, all are 
in moderate tempo. “Tomahawk” 
is a pleasing holdover at Keith’s. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 39-75)— 
“Three Guys Named Mike” (M-G). 
$13,000. Last week, “Cause 





Cowboy” (Par) and “Missing Wom-/| for Alarm” (M-G), six days, mild 
8.000 


en” (Rep), about same. -1$ 
Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85) — 


“Bedtime for Bonzo” (U) 
(Continued on page 22) 





Capitol (Mid-States) (2,000; 39- 


and Ys sera Missouri Raid” (Par). 


Moderate $7,500. Last week, 


Cincy Over Par; ‘Mike’ Breezy 136, 
‘Mo. Raid’ $7,500, Tomahawk’ 66 


“Groom Wore Spurs” (U), so-so 


Biz generally is above par on | $7,000 


Grand (RKO) (1,400; 39-75)— 
“Dodge City” (WB) and “Virginia 
City” (WB) (reissues). Pleasing 
$8,000. Last week, “Magnificent 
Yankee” (M-G), sad $5,000. 

Keith’s (Mid States) (1,542; 39- 
75)—"Tomahawk” (U) (2d wk). 
Fast $6,000 after sharp $10,000. 


preem., 
Lyric (RKO) 
“High Lonesome” (EL) and “Rogue 


River” (EL). Mild $4,500. Last 
and “Two Lost Words” (EL), hot 
$8,000 ¢ ied 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 39-75)— 
set at eek igh 
,000. week, “Lightni 
Strikes Twice* (WB), $7,500 ™ 





(1,500; 39-75)— | 50-90 


week, “Prehisto Women” (EL) | La 


(UA). Mild) 9 


Most of Det. First-Runs Off Badly; 
Enforcer’ Bright $16,000, ‘Target’ 9G 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week....... $2,017,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 192 the- 
atres, chiefly first runs, includ- 
ing N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year....... $2,349,500 
(Based on 23 cities, and 203 
theatres ) 


‘Air Cadet’-Page 
Strong 236, D.C. 


Washington, March 20. 

Midtown biz continues in same 
mild groove as last week, with 
promise of improvement in a few 
|spots. Best bet is “Air Cadet” at 
Capitol, where Patti Page onstage 
as added help. “14 Hours” at 
Lopert’s Playhouse is solid, but not 
up to hopes, despite unanimous 
rave notices. ‘Tarzan’s Peril” at 
Warner’s Metropolitan shapes fine 
for that small-seater. 


Estimates for This Week 


Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-90)— 
“Air Cadet” (U) plus .Patti Page 
heading vaude. Sturdy $23,000. 
Last week, “Undercover Girl” (U), 
plus stageshow headed by Vic Da- 
mone, $21,000, over hopes. 

Dupont (Lopert) (375; 50-85) — 
“Men and Music” (20th) (3d-final 
wk). Firm $3,500 thanks to special 
student rates. Last week, $3,700. 














“Bedtime for Bonzo” (U). Okay 
$8,000. Last week, “Steel Helmet” 
(Lip), nice $9,000, but not up to 
expectancy. 

Metropolitan (Warner) (1,163; 
44-74) — “Tarzan’s Peril” (RKO). 
iSturdy $6,500. Last week, 
“Passion’s Payment” (Indie) and 
“Hitler’s Strange Love” (Indie), 
good $6,000. 

‘Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74) — 
“13th Letter” (20th). Light $12,000 
,for this house. Last week, “Climb 
Highest Mountain” (20th), nose- 
dived ‘far below hopes to mild 
$13,000. 

Playhouse (Lopert) (485; 50-90) 
—‘14 Hours” (20th). Firm $6,500, 
and has signs of building. Last 
week, “Henry V” (UA) (reissue), 
okay $3,000. | 

Warner (WB) (2,174; 44-74) — 
“Sugarfoot” (WB). Satisfactory 
$12,000. Last week, “Branded” 
(Par), $12,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80) — 
“Chance of Lifetime” (Indie). 
Very bad $2,500, and may not last 
a week. Last week “So Long at 
Fair’ (EL) (2d wk), very nice 
$5,000. 


‘BONZO’ NICE $10,000, 
PORT.; ‘MO. RAID’ 126 


Portland, Ore., March 20. 

Unexpected winter snowstorms 
in March cut into all biz this week. 
“Great Missouri Raid” looks good 
at Paramount and Oriental. “Born 
Yesterday” is still pulling in its 
fifth downtown week. “Bedtime 
For Bonzo” looks fine at Broad- 
way. 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (1,890; 50-90) 
—‘“Bedtime For Bonzo” (U) and 
“Lonely Hearts Bandits” (Rep). 
Fine $10,000. Last week, “Raton 
Pass” (WB) and “Missing Women” 
(Rep), ditto. 

Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-90) 
— “Born Yesterday” (Col) and 
“Stage To Tucson” (Col) (m.o). 
Solid $6,000. Last week, “Toma- 
hawk” (U) and “Under Gun” (U) 
(m.o.), $6,500. 

Oriental (Evergreen), (2,000; 50- 
90)—“‘Great Missouri Raid’~ (Par) 
and “Bowery Battalion” (Mono), 
day-date with Paramount. Okay 
$4,500. Last week, “September 
Affair” (Par) and “Second Face” 
(Par), $4,700. 

Orpheum (Evergreen) (1,750; 50- 
90)—*‘Where Danger Lives” (RKO) 
and “Pygmy Island” (Col). Mild 
$5,500. Last week, “Born Yester- 
day” (Col) and “Stage Tucson” 
(Col) (4th wk) big $7,600. 

Paramount (Eve n) (3,400; 

) — “Great ssouri Raid’ 
(Par) and “Bowery Battalion” 
(Mono), also Oriental. Fine $7,500. 

st week, “September Affair” 
rane and “Second Face” (Par), 


United Artists (Parker) (890: 50- 
0)—‘‘3 Guys Named Mike” (M-G) 


(2d wk). Good $7,500, 
$11,000. $ Last week, 











Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-74 —/ $7,000 


Another Storm Sloughs 





Detroit, March 20. 

Biz is at its lowest point in many 
months. The Kefauver hearings on 
TV are cutting into matinee trade 
tremendously, while pre-Easter and 
auto plant layoffs are contributing 
factors to the slow biz. About the 
only bright spot this week is “En. 
forcer” at the Palms. “Climb 
Highest Mountain” is slow at the 
Fox. “Target Unkonwn” at Mad. 
ison is just okay while “Three Guys ff 
Named Mike” at United Artists is 
in the same boat. Second week of fj 
“Vengeance Valley” at the Michi- | 
gan is dismal. 

Estimates for This Week : 

Fox (Fox-Detroit) (5,000; 70-95) § 
—‘‘Climb Highest Mountain” (20th) 
and “Flame Stamboul’’( Col). Slow 
$17,000. Last week, “13th Letter” | 7 
(20th) and “My True Story” (Col), |7 
$18,000. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; |% 
70-95)—“‘Vengeance Valley” (M-G) |) 
(2d wk). Dismal $10,000. Last [7 
week, $17,000 with Kefauver video | 
quiz killing what shaped up to be 
a fair Week. 

Palms (UD) (2,900; 70-95)—“En- 
forcer” (WB) and “Blue Blood” 
(Rep). Bright $16,000. Last week, |¥ 
“Steel Helmet” (Lip) and “Rhythm 
Inn”( Rep) (2d wk), $8,000. : 


Madison (UD) (1,800; 70-95)— |) 
“Target Unknown” (U) and “Opera- |4 
tion Disaster” (U). Just okay |% 
$9,000. Last week, “Salerno Beach- |7 
head” (Indie) and “Fighting Sul- |) 
livans” (Indie)( reissues), $7,000. 

United Artists (UA) (1,900; 70- [7 
95)—"‘Three Guys Named Mike” 
(M-G) and “So Long at Fair” (EL), 
Only $9,000. Last week, “Payment 
on Demand” (RKO) (3d wk), $6,000, 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— | 
“September Affair’ (Par) (3d wk), ~ 
Down to $5,000. Last week, mild 7 









































Downtewn (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
95)—Theatre closed until further 
notice. Last week, “Prince of 
Peace” (Indie), lean $4,000. 





. 47° ey i 
Mpls.; ‘Lightning’ Okay 
) g 
86, ‘Tomahawk’ 66, 2d © 
Minneapolis, March 20. | 
One of season’s worst snow- “I 
storms last Sunday (18) dealt © 
weekend biz a. hard blow, but = 
snowbound visitors here for state a 
high school basketball tourney took © 
off some of curse. It looked like © 
a climax to the past five months’ | 
brutal weather. Most storms, like | 
this last one come on weekends, 
the boxoffice peak period. 
Newcomers making some head- 
way against adverse factors are 
Lightning Strikes Twice” at State | 
and RKO-Pan reissue bill of “Vir- | 
ginia City” and “Dodge City.” The | 
holdover that is amazing is “Toma- | 
hawk” at Lyric. 

Estimates for This Week g 

, Century (Par) (1,600; 50-76) — 
Dancing Years” (Mono). Light 
$4,000. Last week, “Call Me Mis- | 
ter” (20th) (2d wk), okay $5,500. : 
« Gopher (Berger) (1,000;. 50-70)— | 
a mg yo (U) (2d wk). 
wn to H after satisfactory © 
$4,500 initial stanza. A 
Lyceum (Nederlander) (1,859; q 
$1.20-$1.80)—“Of Men and Music” ~ 
(20th). Management of this legit- = 
imate roadshow house figured best — 
way to sell this one was via road- - 
show policy. Once a night show- © 
ing, excepting Saturdays and © 
Sundays. Opened last night (Mon.), | 
with Minneapolis Symphony orch | 
members as guests. Last week, no | 


pix program. 
(1,000; 50-76) — > 





Lyrie (Par) 
“Tomahawk” (U) (2d wk). One of | 
year’s surprise grossers here. Fine | 
$6,000 after sensational $9,500 first | 
week in face of horrible weather | 
and other adverse factors. They | 
wait in line, braving snow and 
wind, for this one. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-76)— 4 
“Vengeance Valley” (M-G). Lan- || 
caster an important boxoffice name | 
here but the storm put it on the | 
skids, blah $10,000. Last week, | 
‘Three Guys Named Mike” (M-G), | 
aeRO 

heum (RKO) (2,800; | 
40-76)—“Flying Missile” (Col)’ and | 

Killer That Stalked N. Y.” (Col). ’ 
Frag | aot al Te rs “Bedtime € 

and “ 5 
(U $3500 nder Gun” | 
- -Pan (RKO) (1,606; 40-76)— 

Virginia City” (WB) and “Dodge 
City” (WB) (reissues). Mild $4,000. 
Last week, “Yank in Korea” (Col) 
and “Emergeney Wedding” (Col), 


near same. 
State (Par) (2,300; 50-76) — | 


“Lightning Strikes Twice’ (WB) | 
Okay $8,000 in view of conditions. 
rr week, “13th Letter” (20th), & 
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(hi Blitzed by Lenten Holy Week 
But ‘Mister’-Contino Sock $53,000; 


‘Wedding -Vaude 


Big 436; H.0.s Sag 





Chicago, March 20. 
week is slicing Loop biz 
k, but a couple of big new 
pills are saving a total blitz. Chi- 

go, with “Call Me Mister and 
Dick Contino and Kitty Kallen on- 
stage, looks smash $53,000. “Royal 
Wedding” and all-vaude bill at 
Oriental should even off at lush 
$43,000 after big send off over 
weekend. United Artists, with re- 
jssue bill of “Dodge City” and “Vir- 
ginia City,” is shaping fair $11,500. 

Palace, with “Cause for Alarm 
and “Federal Man,” looms slow 
$9,500 in second round. “Cyrano 
roadshow continues sturdy $10,000 
in ninth week at Selwyn. State- 
Lake, with “Three Guys Named 
Mike,” is average $13,000 in sec- 
ond stanza. Roosevelt twin-bill of 
“Redhead and Cowboy” and 
“Flame of Stamboul” appears okay 
$10,000 on record. Ninth week of 
“Born Yesterday” is nice $12,000 
at Woods. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 55-98)— 
“Call Me Mister” (20th) plus Dick 
Contino and Kitty Kallen onstage. 
Great $53,000. Last week, “En- 
forcer” (WB) and all-vaude show 
(2d wk). $23,000. 

Grand (RKO) (1,200; 55-98)— 
“Beasts of East” (Indie) and 
“Atrocities Ft. Santiago” (Indie). 
Good $11,000. Last week, “Bed- 
time for Bonzo” (U) (2d _ wk), 
$10,000. 

Oriental (Indie) (3,400; 55-98)— | 
“Royal Wedding” (M-G) and _ all- 
vaude bill. Strong $43,000. Last 
week, “Vengeance Valley” (M-G) 
and Debbie Reynolds in person (2d 


Holy 
this wee 


wk), $28,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 55-98)— 
“Cause for Alarm" (M-G) and 
“Federal Man” (RKO) (2d wk). 


Drab $9,500. Last week, $11,000. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 55-98)— 
“Redhead and Cowboy” (Par) and 
“Flame Stamboul” (Col) (2d wk). 





Okay $10,000, Last week, $12,000. | 
Selwyn (Schubert) (1,000; $1.25- | 


$2.40.—“Cyrano” (UA) (9th wk). 
Strong $10,000. Last week, | 
$11,000. 


— “Three Guys 
Last week, $17,000. 

United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 55- 
98\—“‘Dodge City” (WB) and “Vir- 
ginia City” (WB) (reissues). Fair 
$11,500. Last week, “Target Un- 
known” (U) and “Oh, Susanna” 
(Rep) (2d wk), fancy $10,000. 
Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98) — 
Born Yesterday” (Col) (9th wk). 
Nice $12,000. Last week, $13,000. 

World (Indie) (587; 80)—“Bitter 
Rice” (Indie) (11th wk). Still stout 
at $4,500. Last week, $4,500. 

M Ziegfeld (Lopert) (434; 98) — 

Mudlark” (20th) (4th wk). Big 
$6,000. Last week, $7,000. 


‘Woman’ NSG $12,000, 
St. Loo; ‘Affair’ $13,000, 
‘Born’ Robust 126, 2d 


St. Louis, March 20. 
Cold, blustery weather over the 
past weekend plus Holy Week in 
this heavily - populated Catholic 
community will slow turnstile ac- 
tivity at big cinemas to a walk. 
Second Woman” is the best of the 
new films but not strong at Loew’s. 
Dodge City” and “Virginia City,” 
reissue combo, loom nice at the 
Fox, to get top coin in aay “Born 
Yesterday” is sturdy in holdover 
at the Missouri. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 60- 
75)\—“September Affair” (Par) and 
Company She Keeps” (RKO). Oke 
$13,000. Last week, “The Enforcer” 





(WB) and “Gambling House” 
(RKO), $8,000. 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 60-75)— 


“Dodge City” (WB) and “Virginia 
City” (WB) (reissues). Nice $14,- 
000. Last week, “Meet Invisible 
Man” (U) and “Mr. Universe” 
(EL), $12,000. 
.. 0ew’s (Loew) (3,172; 50-75)— 
Second Woman” (UA) and “Mag- 
nificent Yankee” (M-G). Not so 
800d $12,000. Last week, “Steel 
elmet” (Lip) and “Cause for 
Alarm” (M-G), $14,500. 
.._ Missouri (F&M) (3,500; 60-75)— 
rom Yesterday” (Col) and “Coun- 
er Spy Meets Scotland Yard” (Col) 
(2d wk). Holding at $12,000 fol- 
Owing big $16,000 first stanza. 
Shubert (Ind) (1,500; 60)—‘Cin- 
derella” (RKO) and “Dumbo” 
(RKO) (reissues). Okay $4,000. 
Last week, “Sun Sets at Dawn” 


(EL) and “Rogue River” (EL), 
same, 


bs \“Korea Patrol” (EL) and “Rogue | 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700, 55-98) | 
Named Mike” | week,’ “Gambling House” (RKO) | 
(M-G) (2d wk). Looks okay $13,000. | and 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


‘Affair’ Mech 
9.000 in Lvill 
$ VV In L vilie 
Louisville, March 20. 
Downtown biz is sluggish this 
week, Usual pre-Easter slowdown, 
coupled with rainy weather, gang- 
ing up on grosses. “September 
Affair” at Rialto is slow as is hodld- 
over of “Born Yesterday” at 
Loew's State. ‘Dodge City” on re- 
issue at Mary Anderson looks bet- 


ter than last week’s “Lightning 
Strikes Twice.” 


Estimates for This Week 

Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,200; 
45-65) — “Dodge City” (WB) (reis- 
sue). Passable $6,500. Last week, 
“Lightning Strikes Twice” (WB), 
$6,000. 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,000; 
45-65) — “September Affair” (Par) 
and “Missing Women” (Rep). Held 
to slow pace by Lent and daily 
rains. Medium $9,000. Last week, 
“Tomahawk” (U) and “Navy 
Bound” (Mono), nice $12,000. 

State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65) — 
“Born Yésterday” (Col) and, 
“Beauty On Parade” (Col) (2d wk). | 
Mild $10,000 after last week’s solid 
$14,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,400; 45-65) — 








River” (EL). Fairish $4,500. Last 


“Law of Badlands” 
$4,000. 


‘RATON’ SOCK $37,000, 
DENVER; ‘YANKEE’ 12G 


Denver, March 20. 
“Raton Pass”. shapes standout 
here this session with smash total 
in three theatres. “I'd Climb 
Highest Mountain” also looms nice 
in three other spots. “Magnificent 
Yankee” looks fair at the Or- 
pheum. 
Estimates for This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 40-80) — 
“Raton Pass” (WB) and “Eye Wit- 
ness” (EL), day-date with Para- 
mount, Tabor. Big $11,000. Last 
week, “Target Unknown” (U) and 
“Perfect Woman” (EL), $9,000. 
Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 40- 
80) — “Vengeance Valley” (M-G) 
(3d wk). Poor $5,000. Last week, 
fine $10,000. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 40-80) 
—‘“Molly” (Par). Drab $6,000. Last 
week, “September Affair” (Par) 
(2d wk), $9,500. 
Denver (Fox) (2,525; 40-80) — 
“Climb Highest Mountain” (20th) 
and “Sierra Passage” (Mono), day- 
date with Esquire, Webber. Fine 
$19,000. Last week, “Steel Helmet” 
ag “Rhythm Inn” (Mono), 


Esquire (Fox) (742; 40-80) — 
“Climb Highest Mountain” (20th) 
and “Sierra Passage” (Mono), also 
Denver, Webber. Nice $3,500. Last 
week, “Steel Helmet” (Lip) and 
“Rhythm Inn” (Mono), $3,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 40-80)— 
“Magnificent Yankee” (M-G). Fair 
$12,000. Last week, “Sugarfoot” 
(WB) and “Hue and Cry” (Indie), 
$14,000. . 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 40-80)— 
“Raton Pass” (WB) and “Eye Wit- 
ness” (EL), also Aladdin, Tabor. 
Big $15,000. Last week, “Abbott- 
Costello Meet Invisible Man” (U) 


(RKO), 





and “Flame Stamboul” (Col), 
$14,000. 
Tabor (Fox) (1,967; 40-80) — 


“Raton Pass” (WB) and “Eye Wit- 
ness” (EL), also Aladdin, Para- 
mount. Sock $11,000. Last week, 
“Target Unknown” (U) and “Per- 
fect Woman” (EL), $9,000. 

Webber (Fox) (750; 40-80) — 


“Climb Highest Mountain” (20th) 
and “Sierra Passage” (Mono), also 
Denver, Esquire. Great $4,500. 
Last week, “Target Unknown” (U) 


‘Lightning’ OK $9,500, 


Indpls.; ‘Yankee’ 9G 


; Indianapolis, March 20. 
Biz has slowed to a walk at first- 
runs here this stanza, with final 
round of state highschool basket- 
ball tournament and Holy Week 
sentiment chief factors. “Lightning 
Strikes Twice” at Circle and 
“Magnificent Yankee” at Loew’s 
are leaders, but figures are modest. 

Estimates for This Week 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65) — “Lightning Strikes Twice” 
(WB) and “Sierra Passage” (Mono). 
Oke $9,500. Last week, “Vendetta” 
(RKO) and “Destination Murder” 
(RKO), $8,000. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,200; 44-65) — 
“Payment on Demand” (RKO) and | 
“Footlight Varieties” (Indie). Fair 
$8,500. Last week, “The Enforcer” | 
(WB) and “Kangaroo Kid” (EL), 
$9,700. 

Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65) — 
“Mudlark” (RKO). Slow $5,000 in | 
10 days. Previously, on second- | 
runs. | 
Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,427; 44-65)— | 
“Magnificent Yankee” (M-G) and 
“Al Jennings Oklahoma” (Col). 
So-so $9,000. Last week, “Born 
Yesterday” (Col) (2d wk), nice 


$10,000. 
(G-D) (1,600; 44-65) — 





Lyric 
“Salerno Beachhead” (Indie) and 
“Fighting Sullivans” (Indie) (re- 
issues). Nice $7,000. Last week, 
“Gambling House” (RKO) and 
“Riders from Tucson” (RKO), 
$4,500. 


Rawhide Strong 
$16,000 Leads K.C. 


Kansas City, March 20. 
Leader for this session is “Raw- 
hide,” playing day-and-date in 
three Fox Midwest, with sturdy 
stanza likely. “Redhead and the 
Cowboy” at Paramount looks over 
average. “Born Yesterday” in sec- 
ond week at Midland is strong. 
Missouri looms with “Lightning 
Strikes Twice.” 

Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
60) — “Bombardier” (Indie) and | 
“China Sky” (Indie) (reissues). Fair | 
$2,500. Last week, “Seven Days to 
Noon” (Indie), same. 

Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 60-85) — 
“Next Voice” (M-G) (2d wk). Mod- 
erate $1,400. Last week, pleasant 
$1,800. 

Midland (Loew’s (3,500; 50-75) — 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) and “Rev- 
enue Agent” (Col) (2d wk). Con- 
tinues strong in 8 days at $13,000. 
Last week, big $18,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; .50-75)— 
“Lightning Strikes Twice” (WB) 
and “Bowery Battalion” (Mono). 
Average $8,000. Last week, “Mad 
Wednesday” (RKO) and “Hunt 
Man Down” (RKO), same. 
Paramount (Tri-State) (1,900; 50- 
75)—“‘Redhead and Cowboy” (Par). 
Will top average at $11,000. Last 
week, “Molly” (Par) and “Quebec” 
(Par), $8,000. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100; 2,043; 700; 50-75) 
—‘Rawhide” (20th) Getting strong 
$16,000. Last week, “Kansas Raid- 
ers” (U) and “Undercover Girl” 
(U), $12,000. 

Vogue (Wooten) (554; 60-85) — 
“Hamlet” (U) (2d wk). So-so $1,- 
200. Last week, $1,500. 


Pre-Easter Bops Omaha; 
‘Storm’ Modest $10,500 


Omaha, March 20. 
Renewed snow storms and sleet 
continued to hold a sagging box- 
office in the doldrums this week. 
“Storm Warning” led a so-so field 
with a light Orpheum week. 








Paramount. “Cry Danger’ looms 
fair at Brandeis. 

Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- 
70)—“Storm Warning” (WB) and 
“Bowery Battalion” (Mono). Light 
$10,500. Last week, “Kansas Rait- 
ers” (U) and “Under Gun” (U), 
$11,000. 

Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 
70)—“‘Vengeance Valley” (M-G). 
Sluggish $9,500. Last week, “Sep- 
tember Affair” (Par), $8,800. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-70) 
—*Southside 1-1000” (Mono) and 
“Short Grass” (Mono). So-so $4,500 
(four days). Last week, “Highway 
301” (WB) and “County Fair” 
(Mono), $8,000. 

Brandies (RKO) (1,500; 16-70)— 
“Cry Danger” (RKO). Fair $6,000. 
Last week, “The Enforcer” (WB), 


State (Goldberg) (865; 20-75)— 
“Night in Tropics” (EL) and 


| ously cutting into matinee business. 


“Vengeance Valley” also is mild at | 10 


B'way Spotty; ‘Bird Paradise’ Plus - 


Tony Martin Nice 


$87,000, ‘Straight’ 


Plus Sammy Kaye Light at $39,000 


Broadway first-run theatres have 
too much opposition and seasonal 
handicaps this session to do strong- 
ly. Result is that the deluxers pre- 
sent a very spotty appearance. The 
Kefauver committee hearings on 
TV and radio are blamed for seri- 





However, many managers trace the 
slump the middle of last week to | 


‘the Federal income tax deadline | 


and Lent. The Street has few 
— entries currently, and all were 
urt. 


Pacing the newcomers is “Bird | 

of Paradise” with Tony Martin | 
topping the Easter stageshow at 
the Roxy. Despite a mild opening 
and slow Friday, it is managing 
to wind up with a nice $82,000, 
with the second session expected 
to forge ahead. “Groom Wore 
Spurs” is not getting far at the 
Criterion with around $14,000, 
very mild, in 19 days. 
“Inside Straight” plus Sammy 
Kaye orch, Jack Durant, Three 
Arnauts, others, onstage shapes up 
as lightweight $39,000 at the 
Capitol. “Gambling House’ looks 
slim $11,000 opening week at the 
Mayfair. 


“Royal Wedding,” with annual 
Easter stageshow, is holding re- 
markably firm despite all these 
obstacles, with great $140,000 in 
second week at. the Music Hall, 
which will top the initial stanza. 


The Strand combo of Josephine 
Baker heading the stage bill and 
“Storm Warning” also is display- 
ing marked strength, with the 
current (3d) week easily forging 
ahead of the second frame, when 
Miss Baker was out for two days. 
Strand looks to land sock $60,000 
in third week as against $48,000 
for second. It holds three extra 
days past the third round to take 
this bill through Easter. 





Elsewhere business is generally | 
off badly, with a batch of new bills | 


coming in later this stanza. “Lemon | 
Drop Kid,” with Billy Eckstine | 
topping the stageshow, opens today | ahead, “So Long at Fair” (EL) (8th 


(Wed.) at the Paramount. 

An outstanding exception to the 
downbeat for straight-filmers is 
“Born Yesterday,” still big with 
$18,000 in 12th round at the 
Victoria. 


Estimates for This Week 


Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 55-$1.80) 
—“14 Hours” (20th) (3d wiz). 
initial holdover session ended 
Monday (19) night slipped to $18,- 
000 after okay $21,500 openin 
week. Continues, with “Valentino” 
(Col) due in next. 


Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Cyrano” (UA) réth* wk). 
eee ey last night 

. was R or near aft 
$7,500 for week ahead. “Tales of 


Hoffmann” (Indi 
heed 4 ie) comes in 


Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 55-$1.50) 
—“Inside Straight” (MG) = 
Sammy Kaye orch, Jack Durant, 
Three Arnauts topping stage bill. 
Hitting only about $39,000, light 
for opening round. Last week, 
3 Guys Named Mike” (M-G) plus 
Georgia Gibbs, Johnny Long orch, 
onstage (2d wk), $30,000. 
Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—“Groom Wore Spurs” (U), — 
week ended -ust Monday (19) night, 
but holding three extra days. 
Light $14,000 in.10 days. In ahead 
“Target Unknown” (U). $20,500 in 
days. “Prince of Peace” (In- 


die) opens Friday (23). 
Globe (Brandt) (1,500; 50-$1.2 
—‘“No Orchids Miss Blenaishe 


(Indie) (4th wk). Holding around 
$7,000 in final sta 
for third round. oo a oe 
Mayfair (Brandt) 
$1.20)—“‘Gambling House” (RKO). 
Only about $11,000, slim, in first 
.ound endi next Friday (23). In 
ahead, “Dodge City” (WB) and 


“Virginia City” (W 
3d wk), $8 "500. B) (reissues) 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Quebec* (Par) with vaude and 
Bowery Follies” unit. Addec in- 
centive of miniature revue not 
helping, with thin $14,000 likely. 
Last week, “Three Husbands” (UA) 
eo vaude, $15,000, also no profit. 
aramount (Par) (3,664; 55- 
$1.50)—“Lemon Drop Kid” (Par) 
with Billy Eckstine, Hugo Winter- 
halter’s orch and chorus, Alan 





“Naughty Nineties” (EL) (reissues). 
Fine $5,500 in 6 days. Last week, 
“Fighting Caravans” (Indie) and 
“Fighting Westerner” (Indie) (re- 








and “Perfect Woman” (EL), same. 


issues) $2,000 in 3 days. 


King, Raul and Eva Reyes onstage. 
Opens today (Wed.). Last week, 
“Molly” (Par) plus Nellie Lutcher, 
‘Sam Donahue orch, George de 


, Witt topping stageshow (2d wk), 


| $1.50) — 


(1,736; 50-, 


slipped to lightweight $43,000 after. 
mild $49,000 opening round. 

Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Royal 
Wedding” (M-G) and annual 
Easter stageshow (2d wk). Holding 
fine in initial holdover session at 
great $140,000. First week was 
$139,000, albeit not quite up to 
expectancy. Stays through Easter, 
and maybe longer. 

Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60-$1.25) 
—13th Letter” (20th) (4th-final 
wk). Off a bit to about $7,000 after 
mild $10,000 last frame. “Rawhide” 
(20th) comes in Saturday (24). 

Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$2.20) — 
“Bird of Paradise” (20th) and 
Tony Martin topping big Easter 
stageshow (2d wk). Initial round 
finished last night (Tues.) at nice 
$82,000, not up to hopes but okay 
for season. Holds: In ahead, 
“U.S.S. Teakettle”’ (20th) with 
Ritz Bros. heading stage bill (3d wk- 
5 days), okay $45,200. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-$1.50)— 
“Tomahawk” (U) (5th wk). Wind- 
ing up at okay $13,000 after $12,- 
000 in fourth stanza. “Up Front” 
(U) opens next Saturday (24). 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 55-$2) — 
“Storm Warning” (WB) with Jo- 
sephine Baker topping stage bill 
(3d wk). With Miss Baker back to 
head stageshow, this is doing much 
better than in second round with 
sock $60,000 or near; second week 
hit $48,000, two days Miss Baker 
was absent because of illness pre- 
venting house from getting nearly 
as much as opening week. She is 
proving such a draw, that bill holds 
an extra three days into fourth ses- 
sion to take in Easter Sunday. 
“Lullaby of Broadway” (WB) opens 
-March 26. 

Sutton (R&B) (561; 90-$1.50) — 
“Trio” (Par) (24th wk). The 23d 
week ended Monday (19) dipped to 
$3,800 after okay $4,000 for week 
ahead. “Kon-Tiki’” (RKO) opens 
April 2. 

Trans-Lux 60th St. (T-L) (453; 
74-$1.50) — “Chance of Lifetime” 
(Indie) (2d wk). First week con- 
cluded last night (Tues.) highty 
disappointing at meagre $3,500 and 
staying only a few extra days. In 


wk), $3,200. “Angelo” (Indie) 
opens Saturday (24). 

Trans-Lux 52d St. (T-L) (540; 90- 
“Seven Days to Noon” 
(Indie) (14th wk). The 13th stanza 
ended Sunday (18) was $4,300 after 
$4,000 in preceding week. 

Victoria (City Inv.) (1,060; 95- 
$1.80) — “Born Yesterday” (Col) 
(13th wk). The 12th frame ended 
| Monday (19) night continued to 
hold remarkably well in view of 


Zi conditions at $18,000 after rousing 


$19,000 for 11th week. Stays on for 
some time at this pace. 


‘Husbands’ Neat $13,500 
In Toronto; ‘Under Gun’ 
Loud 14G, ‘Groom’ $7,000 


Toronto, March 20. 
Apart from “Born Yesterday,” 
still terrific in its fifth week, biz is 
‘not outstanding here currently. 
“Three Husbands” and “Under the 
|Gun” are leading the newcomers, 
latter being especially strong. 
Estimates for This Week 
Downtown, Glendale, Mayfair, 
_Scarboro, State (Taylor) (1,059; 
' 955; 470; 698; 694; 35-57)—“Under 
the Gun” (U) and “Emergency 
Wedding” (Col). Big $14,000 or 
near. Last week, “Flying Missile” 
(Col) and “Short Grass” (UA), 
$15.000. 
Eglinton. Victoria (FP) (1,180; 
1,140; 38-77)—“Gambling House” 
(RKO). Fair $8,000. Last week, 
“Right Cross” (M-G), ditto. 
Imperial (FP) (3,373; 38-77)— 
“Born Yesterday” (Col) (5th wk). 
Still a terrific $15,000 after las 
week’s $18.500. . 
Loew’s (Loew) (2,096; 48-67)— 
| “Vengeance Valley” (M-G) (2d wk). 
one $7,500 after last week’s $10,- 


Nortown, University (FP) (959; 
1,556; 3877)\—“Three Husbands” 
(UA). Neat $13,500. Last week, 
“Magnificent Yankee’ (M-G) and 
“Midnight Kiss” (M-G), $12,000. 

Odeon (Rank) (2,390; 50-90)— 
“Al Jennings Oklahoma” (Col). 
Oke $11.000. Last week, “13th 
Letter” (20th), same. 

Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 38-77)— 
“Lightning Strikes Twice” (WB). 
|Fair $9,000. Last week. “Great 
‘Missouri Raid” (Par), $8,500. 
| Uptown (Loew) (2,743: 38-67)— 
“Groom Wore Spurs” (U). Okay 
$7,000. Last week, “Tomahawk 
(U) (3d wk), $5,500. 
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-$6Well boys..thanks to Param: 
S COMES TWICE TH 
Hopes your Springtzmi 





“December in Times Square and ‘No wonder Broadway breaks into **Bob and I harmonize a new lullab “The night-club gals give mefi 
Bob sports a Palm Beach suit! song — that great ‘Silver Bells’ of Broadway—this one’s called ‘It omen in that bouncy m 
The storm of laughs is under way.” hit—when these Santas take over!” Doesn’t Cost A Dime To Dream’.” ‘They Obviously Want Me Tod 


“Get this scene! It’s Bob giving “The big racetrack sequence is a “That fabulous Lemon Drop Kid cer- “And you'll meet more won 
* down-to-earth performance as his Runyon riot—funnier than an tainly thinks of the darndest places. Damon Runyon guys and 
own aunt. It’s an absolute howl! thing — even in ‘Sorrowful Jones’.” to deposit his Christmas money.” than in any Runyon picture} 
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LEMON DROP ERT L. W | 
TIE-UP Screenplay by Edm larimeann, Robert O'Brien and Fr 
SWEETENS Irving Elinson * Story by Edm nd Beloin + Based on | 
BUSINESS —— 
Get the pressbook! 
Great pre-sellin 
including big Lus 
Lemon Drop tie-up! 


. bow 
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Paramount’s Spring Clean-Up also in- 
cludes ‘““THE MATING SEASON,” Cecil 
B. DeMille’s “SAMSON AND DELI. 
LAH,” Alan Ladd in “APPOINTMENT 
WITH DANGER’—and@many more! 
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ACT Asks BOT for 45%, Quota, 


. ° f ul tion Picture Export Assn. in ae 
Prison for All Exhib Defaulters ::":e<.ns,22iss wie, Nera. 


MPEA Vienna Chief Hurt 


Vienna, March 13. 
Wolfgang Wolf, chief of the Mo- 


ing a headon auto collision near 





London, March 20. + 


Harold Wilson, Board of Trade, 
prez, is being urged to ignore the, 
views of the Films Council and re- 
store the quota to its original peak 
figure of 45%. This advice is given 
by George H. Elvin, general secre- 
tary of the Assn. of Cine & Allied | 
Technicians, at the request of his} 
executive committee. Elvin re-; 
minded the BOT prexy he com-| 
plained last year that the Films | 
Council policy was dominated by | 
exhibitors and again draws atten- | 
tion to that fact. 

ACT policy, as advanced by E)- 
vin, urges not only a high quota, 
but stringent action to insure that, 
it is enforced by prosecuting every 
offender, with penalties to include | 
a jail sentence and loss of license. 

Without raising the’ quota, says 
Elvin, he can see no hope of em- 
ployment for the thousand mem- , 
bers of his union and the members | 
of other unions who have been | 
largely unemployed during the past , 
year. If these people were given 
the opportunity, they would again 
make films which were a credit to 
them, to the industry and to the 
nation. 

Unions Like Only Prods. Plan 

Wilson was told by a labor dele- 
gation to ignore the views of other 
sections of the industry and to rely 
only on advice from those directly 
concerned in film production. The 
deputation was led by Elvin, who 
also is secretary of the Film Indus- 
try Employees Council and includ- | 
ed reps from five unions. Failure 
of the quota legislation was ex- 
plained by the deputation as due to 
the Board of Trade’s efforts to seek 
unanimity from the industry, the 
bulk of whose members advocated 
as little British production as pos- 
sible. The current quota default | 
figures were cited in support of this 
argument. : | 

Current employment in British 
production, quoted by the deputa- 
tion, is the lowest ever, being 3,331 
and over 4.000 less than two years 
back. It was argued that there is 
no hope for improvement unless 
drastic action is taken. The depu- | 
tation argued the only form of ac- , 
tion that would provide a satisfac: | 
tory basis was their much _ pub-} 
licized 10-point campaign which in 
cluded compulsory acquisition of | 
idle studios, hiking the quota and 
the need to restore competitive 
trading in situations where circuits | 
have a monopoly. 


Lurich Little Theatre, 
Slated for This Fall, 
Has Ambitious Program 


Zurich, March 13. 

In addition to this city’s three 
stage houses, Schauspielhaus (legit), | 
Stadttheatre (opera, operetta and: 
ballet) and Bernhard-Theatre (com- 
edy), a fourth will be opened this. 
fall to be called Kleines Theatre 
(Little theatre). It will be dedicated | 
almost entirely to arty and experi- 
mental plays as well as one-act and 
chamber productiuns that cannot 
be staged at Schauspielhaus. It 
promises to be a new field of ac- 
tivity for young players. Perform- 
ances will be given at Theatre am 
Neumarkt, small stage in the old 
part of the city, used previously | 
by guest troupes. 

The Kleine theatre also plans to_ 
go on tours of the country’s larger , 








'arship. Kuroemon (his stage name) | 


Poendorf, in Land Upper Austria. 
The accident occurred on the fog- 
shrouded road to Linz when Wolf 


Son of Noted Jap Actor attempted to pass a truck and trail- 
To Pasadena Playhouse ‘er. His car was hit by an automo- 


bile traveling in the opposite direc- 
Tokyo, March 13. tion. 

Kuroemon Onoe, 29-year-old son! goth Wolf, an  Austrian-born 
of the late Kikugoro Onoe, one of | 4 merican citizen, and his wife were | 
Japan’s all-time great kabuki ‘clas- given first aid in Frankenmarkt 
sical) actors, is due to leave short- | porfore being taken on to Linz. Mrs. 
ly -for the Pasadena Playhouse | woj¢ sustained serious head in- 


where the young actor will start 4 | juries while he is hospitalized with | 
year’s work on a Playhouse schol- only minor injuries. 








is one of the first Japanese to be | 


enrolled at the California dramatic | V il L 
school. 
Kuroemon, whose real name is th e ooms 


Kiyoaki Terashima, will study mod- | 





ern American drama. He hopes to 
learn modern theatrical techniques 
which can be applied to the ancient 
Japanese dramatic ferm. Kuroe- 


Okay in London: 


Distrib Chief Sees Safety Stock 
As $2,000,000 Load to Brit. Pix Biz 





' London, March 20. 
o e | A warning that, starting next 
Unions Take Film Biz | June, British producers would be 


mal faced with an additional burden of 
a 0 
Woes to British MPs) $2,000,000 annually to meet the 
cost of safety stock and that if it 
London, March 20. (can’t be shared on an equitable 
The case for more vigorous gov- | basis it might cause great hardship 
ernment intervention in film indus- | was made by David E. Griffiths, 
try affairs as seen from the labor | president of the Kinematograph 
side was put at an all-party meet-| Renters Society, speaking at the 
ing of MPs and members of the! annual luncheon of the Assn. of 
House of Lords in the House of | Specialized Film Producers. 
Commons tonight (20). Arthur} 
Greenwood, a Labor stalwart, was | 
meeting chairman. Main spokes- 
men were George H. Elvin, repre- | 
senting the Assn. of Cine and Al-| 
lied Technicians, and Sir Laurence | 
Olivier, speaking in a dual ¢Ca-! 
pacity as a member of ACT and of 
British Actors’ Equity. It was em- 
phasized that he vas there as a 
trades unionist. 


The only way to prosperity for 
the industry, Griffiths asserted, was 
to get some relief from the current 
admission tax which drains the in- 
dustry to the tune of $106,000.000 
annually, but held that the duty 
was here to stay. The urgent prob- 
lem, therefore, was to attract great- 
er revenue to the boxoffice, and he 
was disturbed to learn that in many 
‘situations small exhibitors 


mon some day may inherit his 


London, March 20. 


father’s famous stage name and “The Seventh Veil,” by Muriel 
become Kikugoro VII. The young! and Sydney Box, which Henry 
actor won attention here in 1949} Sherek presented at the Princes 
when he appeared as Lennie in the | theatre, March 14, should do well 
Tokyo Experimental Theatre’s pro- on the strength of the picture orig- 
duction of “Of Mice and Men.” _| jnal and the stars’ reputation. Di- 








| The meeting was a follow-up to 
the public conference held in Jan- | 
uary and to the abortive deputation | 
‘to Harold Wilson a week previous- | 
ly. Elvin and Olivier, both speak 
‘ing on behalf of the unions affiliat- 
'ed with Film Industry's Employees | 
‘Council, again plugged the need ; 
\for greater protection for British | 


were 
charging as little as 6-8c for a 
three-hour show. 

Griffiths felt the time was com- 
ing when the industry would have 
to tackle a minimum price problem. 
Sosts were rising and, whereas in 
other industries these were met by 
increased charges, in the picture 


‘British Film Producers’ 


rected by yore he et it stars 
New CEA Prexy Warns Ann Todd and Herbert Lom in the 
Producers They Must 


Stop Harassing Exhibs 


London; March 20. 
A warning to producers that 
their persecution of theatre own- 
ers must cease if they wanted past 
cooperation extended or even con- 
tinued, was made by Harry P. E. 
Mears. incoming prexy, at the an- 


| 


| 


| Vaudeville theatre, 


i three days. 
| 


nual banquet of the Cinematograph | 


Exhibitors Assn. last Tuesday (13). 
Speaking in the presence of Regi- 
nald P. Baker, president of the 
Assn., 
Mears said they were astounded 


| 


} 


original roles they played in the 
successful Muriel-Sydney Box film. 


Both were acclaimed here. Leo 
Genn was excellent in the part cre- 
ated by James Mason. It all goes 
to make up good entertainment for 
lovers of melodramatic fare. 


Linnit and Dwnfee presentation 
of “Fortune Came Smiling,” at the 
folded after 
Directed by Harold 
French, it starred Greta Gynt and 
Hugh Williams as a loving couple 


who separate through husband’s | 
| gambling 


mania. Though ably 
acted, the show dragged and lacked 
reality. 


| folde@ after Friday nights’ show 


(16). 


It opened March 15 and ' 


| production and for English films to | industry they were being borne 


'receive a larger share of. boxoffice 
' grosses. 





But Distribs Want One 


Frankfurt, March 20. , 
German exhibitors again have, 
‘announced that they are opposed 
to any quota system that would, 
limit free imports while at a con- 
\ference the distributors resolved 


that the introduction of a quota. 
‘should be based on “friendly” ne- | 


i the increased costs. 


German Exhibs Oppose less there was more money coming 
aed |in for the producer, there would 
Any Quota Film Plan | be a grave crisis within 10 years. 


solely by the trade. In his view, 
, the industry would be forced to 
| advance admission prices to meet 
Also that, un- 


Griffiths and other speakers at 
the function, who included Harry 
P. E. Mears, Cinematograph Exhib- 
itors Assn. prexy, and Reginald P. 
Baker, president of the British 
Films Producers Assn., stressed the 
cooperation of exhibs in the opera- 
tion of the Eady plan, a subsidy 
provided from boxoffice receipts 
for producers of feature and shorts. 

Mears warned the producers and 


at the activities of the BFPA, and 
that exhibitors had every right to! 
be up in arms at suggestions that | 





gotiations between the Germans distributors that they could not ex- 
and foreigners. Distribs have been pect exhibs to meet the additional 
pushing for a quota, which has; cost of safety stock. Their over- 


: industry 


it had made to the Board of Trade. | Vienna Legit P roducers 


It was something quite new, he 
contended, for producers to ask the 
government to take powers to 
close down their retailers. . 

The new CEA prexy confirmed 
that exhibs, in association with the 
producers, were engaged in new 
negotiations with the treasury for 
a further extension of the .Eady 
plan under which the benefits of 
a tax readjustment can be shared 
by both sections of the industry. 

Former BOT prexy, Oliver Lyt- 
tleton. M.P., who was honor guest, 
warned exhibs that any govern- 
ment would be loth to cut down 
any source of revenue, but he felt 
that an adjustment could be made 


in the method of taxing the film Covent Garden Opera in Scotland | Cree”) plan. 
would greatly | 
| 


which 
lighten the burden. 


| 
' 





} 


Reject 1-Yr. Actor Pact 


Vienna, March 13. 
Producer system or nothing was 
the final answer given by the legit 


i'theatremen to the actors union 


here. Franz Stoss, head of the 
legiters declared it is absolutely 
impossible to renew the collective 
agreement with the actors which 
calls for a 12-month contract. 
Almost all theatre managers now 


system.” It has never been tried 
out in Austria. 





Edinburgh, March 13. 
The Covent Garden Opera Co. 


A plea for substitution of cor- opened here for short season un- 
diality for sanctions was made by | der, the direction of Karl Rankl. 
W. R. Fuller, general secretary of |, Company will give “Lohengrin, 


Cinematograph Exhibitors Assn. in 


ducers Assn. proposal that the 
Board of Trade should have power 
to suspend licenses of theatres in 
default. 


| 


| 


Marriage of Figaro,” 


| In a formal statement on the 


‘quota problem, the Central Assn. ; 
|of German Exhibitors laid down its 
;stand along the following two 
| lines: 

| (1). Measures to aid German 
film production at thir time should | 
/be of other nature, and in this re- 
‘gard the existing possibilities are 
‘in no way yet exhausted. 

| (2). Film theatres are now in 
such a situation that they could 
accept only with great difficulty | 


| would prefer the American sys-;such measures as is contained in> 
|tem, known here as the “producer | the quota law plan. 


At the same time, a meeting of 
Hamburg exhibs also expressed it- 
self against any quota (imports or: 
Their general man- 
; ager stated that the organization is | 
; opposed to any such proposals and 
' added that the only solution for the 
| present crisis of German films is to | 
jmake better pix. Despite these | 





been resisted by U. S. companies. heads were rising continuously and 


they could not face additional ex- 
pense unless there was wholesale 
tax relief. 





Nips Propose 2 Taxes 
To Help Native Films; 
Would Hit U.S. Distrib 


Tokyo, March 13. 


Bill calling for a heavy import 
duty on motion picture film has 
been introduced in the Japanese 
Diet (parliament) and is accorded 
good chance of passing before the 
end of this month. Bill would levy 
a 30°) ad valorem tax and a 30° 
commodity tax on all raw film, both 
positive and negative, as well as 
developed prints. 

Purpose of the bill, drafted by 


“Madam statements, however, it is known the Nipponese finance ministry, 


a protest to the British Film Pro- | Butterfly,” “Carmen,” “Rigoletto,” that the exhibs are willing to ac-| looks to be to protect the Japa- 


“Fidelio,” “Traviata” and “Rosen-' cept a liberalized imports legisla- nese film industry by. wiping out the 


kavalier.” 








‘tion, which would set up a 30° 
;screen quota for German films. , 
| At the distribs’ convention, legal | 


price differential between local and 
imported stocks. Soaring produc- 
tion costs in inflation-torn Japan 


ship by threat.” he adds, “seems to 


rs. suggestion that nie age Current London Shows 

can be scared by threats of for- 7 

feiture of license, which would de- catalan interstage 

prive them of their livelihood, into London, March 19. | 

showing British films, is described “Blue for Boy,” His Maj’ty’s (16). 

by Fuller as ill-timed. “Salesman-| “Carousel,” Drury Lane (41). | 
“Consul,” Cambridge (6). 


“Count Blessings,” Wyndh'm (2), | 


be a policy of the BFPB, with good- 
“Dear Miss Phoebe,” Ph'nix (23). | 


will to exhibitors a very secondary 


advisor Horst von Hartlieb stated has sent the price of Japanese film 
that the reason for the German in- | considerably higher than American 
dustry’s crisis is the flood of old | product. Even with the proposed 
German revivals as well as old for-, levy, the price of U. S. film in 
eign pix. (The screen quota law Japan will be about on par with 
would place restrictions on oldies, | Native celluloid. 

both foreign and German). He | Proposed levy will affect Ameri- 
said that the necessity of market can distributing outlets in Japan, 
regulations should be acknowl-, since one requirement of the oc- 


cities, including Basle, Berne, Win- | consideration.” 


terthur and others. Willi Blattmann | 
Shows in Australia 


was elected president and Prof. 

Eugen Mueller, of the official Swiss 

Dramatic School, vice-president. (Week Ending March 10) 
The schedule so far consists y 

chiefly of works by contemporary | SYDNEY 

European and U. S. authors, in-' “Song of Norway” (Williamson), 

cluding John Stvinbeck, Arthur Roval. 








“Electra,” “Wedding,” Old Vic (1),' edged by all branches of the in- cupation headquarters is that the 
“Fol de Rols,” St. Martin’s (11), (dustry, adding that he hopes that Motion Picture Export Assn. and 
“Folies Bergere,” Hipp (2). {friendly quota talks between the other foreign distribs here must 
“Gay Invalid,” Garrick (8). |Germans and the foreigners will, import all film stock required for 
“Gay’s the Word,” Saville (5). ‘soon result in legislative action.” | making local prints. Purpose of the 
“His Excellency,” Piccadilly (43), He also voiced the necessity of con-; rule originally was to conserve 
“Holly and Ivy,” Duchess (45). centration of German distribs as Japan's slim supply of film and in- 
“King’s Rhapsody,” Palace (78). ‘the only way to assure a healthy | sure its availability to native stu- 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” Coliseum (2), | financing scheme of new German dios. Film productio. has increased 


Miller, Tennessee Williams, Eu- | 


gene O'Neill, Thornton Wilder. Al- 
bert Camus, Jean-Paul Sartre, Jean 
Anouilh, Luigi Pirancello, Garcia 
Lorca, Bert. Brecht and Frank. 
Wedekind. Occasjonally, revivals of 
classical plays may be done. 





‘Great Cardinal’ as Mex. Film 

Mexico City, March 13.. 
Production in Mexico of the pic 
version of Harald Van Leytel's 


“The Great Cardinal” is being’ 


readied by Manuel Reachi. He has 
bought film rights to the Dutch 
author’s work in its Spanish trans- 
lation. 


Julio Villarreal, vet dramatic 


actor, has been inked for the main | 


role, 


} “Oklahoma” 


“Love’s a Luxyry” (Fuller), Pal- 


ac “Latin Quarter,” Casino (2). 


e. 
“Piddington Show” (Williamson), “Lace on Petticoat,” Amb’ss. (14). 


Empire. : “Little Hut,” Lyric (30). 
n.. 5 Seraglio” (National Opera), “MacAdam, Eve.” (Aldwych (1). 
ivoli. j 


“Madw’n Chaillot,” St. Jas.’s (5). 
“Man and Superman,” New (5). 
“Penny for Song,” Haym’k’t (3). 
“Point of Departure,” York’s (12). 
“Reluctant Heros,” Wh’th’ll (27). 
“Ring Round Moon,” Globe (51), 
“Seagulls Sorrento,” Apollo (40), 
“Seventh Veil,” Prince’s (1). 
“Take It From Us,” Adelphi (20). 
“fo Dorothy a Son,” Savoy (17), 
“Tread Softly,” Vaude. (1). 


MELBOURNE 
(Williamson), His 
: Maiesty’s. 
i “Worm’s Eye View” (William- 
' son). Comedy. 

“Message for Margaret” (Ful- 
ler’s). King’s. 

“Mary Had a Little” (Al Rosen), 
Tivoli. 

Black Watch Band (Williamson), 
City Hall. 





BRISBANE “Who Is Sylvia,” Criterion (16). 
_ “Ice Follies” (Martin), His Ma-| “Will Any G’ntl’m’n,” Strand (28). 
Jesty’s. “Worm’s View,” Comedy (204). 
PP eae Show” (Laurie Smith), OPENING THIS WEEK 


“Happy Family,” Embassy, 


Distribs also elected a_ three: 
‘member Presidium (within the 11-' 
‘man executive committee), Robert | 
‘Kreier (20th), Adolf Bejoehr ‘Be- 
joehr-Film) and Kurt Zobel (Al-! 
| lianz-Film). Other members of the | 
‘executive committee were seven) 
‘Germans, including Theo Oster- 
| wind, of London Films, and A. V 
| Woollett, of Eagle Lion.  .- | 
| Rojas Heads Mex Technicians . 
Mexico City, March 13. 
| Felipe Palomino Rojas again’ 
| heads the mighty technical-manual | 
| workers local of the National Cine- | 
‘matographic Industry Workers 
Union (STIC). 

He was reelected the local’s sec- | 
retary-general, i 








“Knight’s Madn’ss,” Vic Pal. (53) production. ‘so much in the past year, however, 


that the import requirement may 
soon be dropped and foreign dis- 
tribs may be permitted to utilize 
Japanese positive: stock for prints. 


Before the war, foreign distribs 
in Japan used about half native 
film and half imported stock. Indi- 
— are this situation may re- 
urn. 





ABP’s New Pic Set for Scotland 


Inverness, Scotland, March 13. 

Associated British Pictures will 
come here on location this sum- 
mer to shoot “These Are My 
Daughters,” based on best-selling 
novel, “The. Gowk Storm,” by Scot 
authoress Nancy Brisson Morrison. 

Pic is about the daughters of a 
manse in Perthshire, 


- 
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Upped Rentals for Top Yank Films 


Loom in Aussie Despite Indies’ Ban 





: Sydney, March 13. ‘+ 
| 


While the Australian Independ- 
ent Exhibitors Assn. has ordered 
its members not to pay higher 
than 40° for “Samson and De- 
lilah,” all indications point to 
Paramount being able to get the 
terms it wants on this opus.* Pic 
was previewed in recent weeks for | 
top Aussie exhibitors, and their, 
enthusiasm for the film indicated | 
that Par would encounter little 
difficulty in obtaining upped rent-| 
als. The AIEA ban forbidding 
members to pay about 40% still | 
continues, however. 


George Weltner, Paramount’s 
foreign chief, who was here recent- 
iv with Albert Deane, vet foreign 
exec from the homeoffice, hud- | 
died with Clay Hake, company’s 
local managing director, regarding | 
terms on “Samson.” After this 
confab, final decision on terms and, 
different deals was left in the 
hands of Hake, with every indica-, 
tion that 45°o or higher would be 
asked on many deals. 

General feeling in the trade is 
that the indie group’s fight for a 
40°° maximum rental will not cut | 
much figure for those theatres who | 
want to play such big pix as “Sam- | 
son.’ RKO’s “Cinderella” andj 
Metro’s “Annie Get Your Gun.” | 
Understood that M-G has set a 
rental on “Annie,” though not re- 
vealed but expected to meet the 
approval of most exhibs. It will 
be recalled that an attempt by the 
exhibs’ association to put a ban on 
Metro’s so-called high ferms for 


“Gone With the Wind” did not get | 


far, with the company obtaining 
plenty of playing time at the high- 
er figure. 

With Paramount's 
aside from its big boxoffice record 
every place it has played, the film 
is a natural in the foreign market 
because of being a topflight spec- 
tacle. 


The government's action in al-, 


lowing exhibitors to boost their ad- 
missions some time ago (some 
upped their scale as much as 25°) 
makes distributors feel that they, 
too. are entitled to higher per- 
centage deals when the product 
warrants higher prices. 


Despite Lent, Mex. Pix 
Biz Strong; ‘Cinderella’ 





Tops, ‘Guerrilla’ Third 


Mexico City, March 20. 


The unexpected is happening, 


here currently—unusually good biz 
by seven pix in the Lenten season, 
traditionally very slow for cinemas 
in Mexico. 


Topper in this upswing is “Cin- 
derella” (Disney-RKO) which gar- 
nered an extraordinary $115,875 
gross in six weeks at the Cine 
Alameda. Runnerup was “Four 
Feathers” (Korda) which did 
$27,755 in 21 days at the Cine 
Olimpia. 

“American Guerrilla in Philip- 
pines” (20th) was a good third with 
$18,263 in 14 days at Cine Mexico. 
while “711 Ocean Drive” (Col) took 
in $17,858 in a fortnight at Cine 
Metropolitan. 

Another American film, “To 
Please a Lady” (M-G) was well up 


on the list with $17,386-score in- 


14 
frontline house here. The only 
Mexican in the big money was 
‘Seranade in Acapulco” (Filma- 
dora Chapultepec) which landed 
$16,078 in 14 days at Cine Orfeon. 





KEW-TV Looms as Biggest 


Latin-Am. Tele Station 
Mexico City, March 18. 
What he avers will be Latin- 
America’s biggest television station, 
XEW-TV, is being completed here 
by Emilio Azcarraga, veteran cine- 
ma_and radio station operator. 
XEW-TV has a 500-foot tower- 
antenna, highest steel structure in 


Mexico, and a five kilowatt GE | 


transmitter is being installed. Sta- 
tion is skedded to start when the 
first of four big theatre studios is 
completed. Test programs are now 
being telecast with a GE closed 
Video circuit. 

XEW-TV will be the second reg- 
ular commercial video station here. 


The first. XH-TV, owned-operated | 


by Novedades, a daily paper here, 
began last summer 


| loop, 


French Court Gets Wild 
Bus Ride Film Dispute 


; Paris, March 13. 
French judges ot the civil court 
here will get a free performance of 
the picture, “Number 84 Is On a 
Holiday,” which shows a bus of the 
No. 84 line going haywire. 





This Aussie Pix Chain 
In Many Lines of Biz 


Adelaide, March 6. 

Waterman Bros., major film cir- 
cuit operators in South Australia, 
get heavy coinage apart from film 
shows. The brothers have just 
formed a $300,000 company for the 
importation of a  foreign-made 
auto; also sell tractors to the gov- 
ernment, manufacture candy for 


| wholesale distribution, and deal in 


real estate. Now plan to launch 
drive-ins here when government 
gives the green light. 

The Watermans, Ewen, Clyde, 
Donald, Laurie, Gordon and Keith, 
have thrown overboard all ap- 
proaches for the purchase of their 
preferring to stick in the 


pix biz as an added interest to their | 


Mines Soaring 
In Foreign Field 


With biz running ahead of that 
done by “Gone With the Wind,” 
new records were established by 





|“King Solomon’s Mines” (M-G) in 


24 of its initial 28 playdates in ma- 
jor foreign cities. Over the last 
weekend the spectacle was 
launched in 17 Metro theatres in 
South America, Africa, Australia 
and Europe. With returns now in, 


| pic looks to be one of the biggest 
“Samson,” 


moneymakers Metro has had in 
years in the foreign market, ac- 
cording to Morton A. Spring, first 
veepee of Loew's International 
Corp. 

While “Mines” was a sock grosser 
in the domestic market, the film 
gives every indication of doing 
even bigger trade in the foreign 
field. Typical is the way it teed 
off in Australia. Opening day-date 
in nine Metro firstrun houses in 
Sydney, Melbourne, Brisbane, Ade- 


| The scenarists, Josse and Levitte, 
/are being sued for damages by 
'Author-Singer Jeanblanc, who 























will be on their own in Japan by 
1952. 

_ Five major companies have dis- 
patched reps here in recent weeks 





‘Helmet’ Fairish 
claims they have lifted their story | * 
from a sketch he had on the radio. | > wn -* 39 fe 
'So the court must decide whether | Rank S$ Browning Gives 
it is a case of plagiarism or just big | . A 
vi Brit. 3 Cannes Entries 
8 A 
A last-minute entry by the J. Ar- | 
US. Majors Seen thur Rank Organization has _ in- 
creased the total of British films to 
be screened at the Cannes Festival 
° beginning April 3. The Rank can- 
reparing wih didate for honors is Terence Ratti- | 
'ring Michael Redgrave. Other two | 
i *i_ ‘British entries will be “Tales of, 
apan ist Hoffman,” the Powell and Press- | 
| burger production starring Moira | 
5 | Shearer, and “Pandora and Flying | 
Tokyo, March 13? | Dutchman,” produced and directed | 
the ice in Japan for eventual re-| and Ava Gardner. | 
sumption of independent operation; Three British shorts are being | 
in Nippon. Nine top American com- | submitted by arrangement with the | 
| panies are currently releasing their Assn. of Specialized Film Produc- | 
| product through the Motion Pic-'ers, They are “Magnetism,” “River 
|ture Export Assn. This MPEA | of Steel” and “Family Portrait.” 
dications are that U. S. producers ( T 
|to look over the territory and to B H | Pi 
‘coming solo operations. Currently all ar all IC | 
in Tokyo are Jack Dagal, of Warner : . 
Bros., who is supervisor for Hong | Frankfurt, March 13. 
Kong and Formosa and slated to, “The Undying Lover,” first post- | 
become general manager for Japan; | war film of Veit Harlan, Nazi Ger- | 
Floyd C, Henry, Paramount Far many's No. 1 director, was banned 
Manila; Leon Britton, RKO Far : , 
East supervisor from Singapore,| Protests are coming in against 
‘and Edward F. O'Connor, Metro | film’s release. Pic was banned first 
Far East manager who recently es-|in Wiesbaden after a few days of 
|tablished his headquarters here. | showing there despite trade union 
‘Carl Nathan of Republic recently | protests, when the mayor, Hans H. | 
Although Metro ig the only ma-|that the local police can give no 
|jor to open an office here, other | Suarantee for protecting the house | 
distribs are now shopping for office ; where it played. 
;space as well as living quarters, Owner of the Metro in Schwan, | 
' both of which are scarce in postwar | one of the biggest houses here, 
Tokyo. cancelled his booking in view of 


‘minds having similar ideas. 
London, March 13. 
gan’s “Browning Version,” star-| 
U. S. majors are starting to break | by Albert Lewin, with James Mason | 
‘pact expires next Dec. 31, and ~ 
| begin laying plans for the forth- 
‘East manager'‘with headquarters in from two major cities and further 
/wound up a short visit ‘here. Redihammer, told the city council | 
A dozen or so new Office | 


;comer 


| Stageshow (3d wk). 


‘Storm’ Beats London Film Slump, 
Sock $11,000; ‘14 Hours’ Oke 81,6, 


3G; ‘Grande’ 5G, 2d 


London, March 13. 


There were five new entries in 
the West End last week but. only 
one beat the current doldrums, 
This was “Storm Warning” at the 
Warner which did a handsome 
$7,000 in first four opening days. 
Pic has been such a hit that it will 


|play day-date with another house 


because previous commitments re- 
strict the Warner theats'e run to 
two weeks. The next best new- 
was “14 Hours” which 
topped $5,300 in four days at the 
Odeon, Marble Arch. 


Two British pix disappointed, 
“The Adventurers” doing under 
$3,500 in its opening Gaumont 
week and “Flesh and Blood” hov- 
ered reaching near $7,000 at the 
Plaza. 

“Steel Helmet” is only fair at 
London Pavilion. ‘‘Rawhide”’ still 
is nice in second Leicester Square 
week. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Carlton (Par) (1,128; 65-$1.60)— 
“Rio Grande” (Rep) (2d wk). Big 
publicity and John Wayne personal 
helped, but first round was not up 
to hopes at $5.600; second stanza 
looms okay $5,000. “At War With 
Army” (Par) opens March 16. 

Empire (M-G) (3,099; 50-$1.60)— 
“3 Guys Named Mike” (M-G) and 
Dipped to be- 
below average $13,700. “Wedding 


| Bells” (M-G) in next. 


Gaumont (CMA) (1,500; 45-$1.60) 
—‘Adventurers” (GFD) and “Ad- 
miral Was Lady” (UA). Poor 
$3,500 or less looms. Stays an- 
other two weeks. 


Leicester Square Theatre (CMA) 
(1,753; 45-$1.60)—‘‘Rawhide” (20th) 
(2d wk). Shapes nice $7,300 after 
sturdy $8,000 first round. “Bedtime 
for Bonzo” (U) and “Lights Out” 
(U) follows. 

London Pavilion 
$1.60/—“Steel Heimet” (Indie). 
Critics didn’t help this, fair 
$5,000. “‘Clochermerle” (UA) opens 
March 23. 

New Gallery (CMA) (1,376; 45- 
$1.60)—“All about Eve” (20th) (3d 
wk). Still good at near $4,000 in 


(UA) (1,217; 45- 


|laide and Perth, it hung up new buildings are now under construc- 
| high over the weekend in every tion in the Nipponese capital, but 


‘threatened protests by Socialists, | final week after long West End run 


trade unions and Jewish-Christian and general release. 


days at Cine Roble, newest. 


house. 

Weekend openings in Cairo and 
Alexandria not only saw new rec- 
ords established, but the police 
were called ‘out to maintain order 
because of the big crowds. Film 
/opened in Santiago, Chile; Lima, 
Peru, and Montevideo, Uruguay, 
with new biz peaks in each for the 
first day. 

“Mines” broke all old marks in 
Belgium, including the ones set by 
“Wind.” It was launched in four 
theatres of Brussels and one in 
Antwerp. The picture enjoyed rec- 
ord runs previously in San Juan, 
‘Puerto Rico; Bogoto, Colombia, and 
| Johannesburg and Durban, South 
| Africa. 


Unofficial Quota on U. S. 
Films Helps Italo Prod. 


Rome, March 13. 
With around 100 films likely to 
be made this year, some eight 
‘Italian studios expect to complete 
24 features and 14 shorts by the 
‘end of March. These pictures are 





{ 
| 
j 








‘all currently before the cameras. 
Only two of the 24 pix are shoot- 
ing outside Rome. bein 
made at the F. E. R. T. studios in 
Torino, while the other is rolling at 
the Scalera studios in Venice. 
Production boost stems from a 
greater demand for native product 
due to an unofficial quota on 
American imports. 
Nip Distrib Seeking 
Yank Indie Product 
Tokyo, March 13. 
Nagamasa Kawakita, president of 
Towa Film Corp. here, is leaving 
Japan soon for America on a biz 
trip to U. S. and Europe. Towa 
is one of Japan’s principal im- 
porters of foreign films, and Kawa- 
kita plans to huddle with several 
American indie producers about 
their product in Japan. It already 
has pacted London Films and Ka- 
wakita plans to confer with Sir 
Alexander Korda in London on this 
tieup. ; 
Japanese distributor will make 
stops on the Coast, New York, Lon- 
don, Paris and Rome. 








One is being. 


'film men, as well as other U. S. 
| businessmen here, are complaining 
about the excessive rent and ‘“‘key 
'nvoney’ being asked for space in 
the new structures. 


‘BRIGADOON’ A CLICK 
IN MELBOURNE OPENING 


Melbourne, March 20. 

The J. C. Williamson Theatres 
production of the musical “Briga- 
‘doon,” which opened at His Ma- 
| jesty’s here Saturday (17), got a 
| rousing reception, and looks a solid 
hit. Production, principals and 
|performance were all highly 
praised. 

| This is first time the Broadway 
| musical has been done in Australia. 
' Set up and cast by Williamson’s 
'N. Y. rep, Dorothy Stewart, show 
has three principals from the U. S., 
|in James Jamison, who danced in 
‘the N. Y. production, and who 
staged this version as well as tak- 
|ing the dancing lead; Peter Tur- 
:geon, as Jeff and Virginia Rich- 
ardson, as Fiona. 














Mex Actors Union Eyes 





Mexico City, March 13. 


tically all pix players. 
grete, pic actor-singer, is 
general of union. 

Union is giving free instruction 
‘in English for all members who de- 
‘sire it, with a view to doing roles 
|in English versions of films pro- 
‘duced in Mexico, and maybe even 


' Hollywood jobs. 


Cartlidge ABC Manager 


London, March 13. 








latte, managing director of Asso- 


general manager of the company. 
New appointment took effect 
March 9. ’ 





organizations. At the same time,! Odeon, Leicester Square (CMA) 
the city council ruled it will not | (2,200; 45-$1.60)—“14 Hours” (20th) 
permit poster advertisinz in case |(GFD) (3d wk). Didn’t come up to 
of release. Earlier, two of the most hopes with modest $4,200 in final 
prominent dailies announced they round. “Browning Version” (GFD) 





English-Speaking Films 


| Training for film work has been | cided to withdraw it. 
‘started by the National Actors | 
| Union, members of which are prac- | 
Jorge Ne- | 


! 


' 
i 
} 
' 


} 
| 
' 
} 


W. Cartlidge, who was appointed | 
personal assistant to D. J. Good- | 


ciated British Cinemas, about 18. 
months ago, has been promoted to | 





film.” 


would not run ads or reviews of | 
the film. | 

The other action came in Aachen, | 
where a glass of black paint was) 
thrown against the screen at one. 
performance. In Brunswick, after | 
protest of the local Jewish com- | 
munity, the city council announced | 
it will attempt to “persuade” ex-, 
hibs not to book the film. ; 

In North Rhine-Westphalia state 
the government announced the con- | 
stitution would not permit a ban, | 
but Prime Minister Karl Arnold 
stated that “it would be better if, 
the film were not shown. I can 
only view with pleasure the mount- 
ing public indignation and only, 
hope that it will eventually stop, 
further showings of the Harlan 
The teachers’ association 
and the district executive commit- 
tee of the Social Democratic Party 
launched a protest against in Gies- 
sen against the film’s release. Simi- | 
lar action was taken in Munich by 
the Lessing Society and in Cologne 
by Moritz Goldschmidt, chairman 
of the local Jewish community 
group. “Protest movement also has 
spread to Austria. In Vienna, after 
unanimous rejection of pic by local 
crix, its Austrian distributor de- 





Kesentment against Harlan is ve- 
cause of his Nazi past in direct- 
ing the overly anti-Semitic film, 


secretary- “Jew Suess.” Harlan was twice ac- 


quitted by denazification courts of 
having committed crimes against 
humanity by directing the picture. 


Arnold on U. S. Looksee 


London, March 20. | 


Tom Arnold sails Thursday (22) 
on the Queen Mary and will spend 
about ‘three weeks in the U. S., 
including possibly a visit to Holly- 
wood. 

Arnold, who is on the lookout for 
new shows, intends to gander the | 
current ice and rink spectacles. He 
also will take in the Barnum and 
Bailey circus at the Madison 
Square Garden. 








‘are doing nicely. 


opens next. 
Odeon, 


Marble Arch (CMA) 


| (2,200; 45-$1.60)—“14 Hours” (20th) 


and “Tougher They Come” (Col), 


Okay $8,500. Stays two more 
weeks. ’ 
Plaza (Par) (1,902; 65-$1.60)— 


“Flesh and Blood” (BL). This 
British-made is only fair $7,000 or 
less in first week but stays on. 
Warner (WB) (1,735; 45-$1.60)— 
“Storm Warning” (WB). Likely to 
top $11,000, powerful. Stays sec- 
ond round with “Tea for Two” 
(WB) in next. 





U.S. Product Continues 


In Eront With Aussie 
Patrons; ‘Annie’ Leader 


Sydney, March 13. 

Aussie patrons are still buying 
U. S. product, although a few Brit- 
ish films of the calibre of “The 
Blue Lamp,” “Chiltern Hundreds” 
and “Morning Departure” (Rank) 
Current lineup 
includes, “Inspector- General” 
(RKO), “Mr. Music” (Par), “Annie 
Get Your Gun” (M-G, (13th week), 


“Pride of Kentucky” (WB), “Two 
Flags West” (20th), “Hasty Heart” 


(WB), “Man on Eiffel Tower” 
(RKO), “And Baby Makes Three” 


(Col), “Toast of New Orleans” 
(M-G), “Faust and Devil’ (Col) 
(9th week). 





Melbourne Grossers 
Melbourne, March 13. 


“Task Force” (WE), “Miniver 
Story” (M-G), “Fancy Pants” 
(Par), “All About Eve” (20th), 
“Whisky Galore” (BEF) and 


“Champagne for Caesar” (UA) are 
the current big grossers here. 





Best Brisbane Bets 
Brisbane, March 13. 
“Father of Bride” (M-G), “Mon- 
tana” (WB), “Blue Lamp” (Rank) 
and “Morning Departure” (Rank)? 
are best boxoffice pix currently 


\ playing here. 
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N.Y. Exhib Committee Studies Varied 
Bally Program to Stimulate Patronage 





Almost every avenue of approach + 
to draw favorable attention to the | 
film biz and to create greater Greene Sues Ratoff 


yatronage is embodied in the vast 
For $35,500 Back Pay 


public relations program now un- 
Los Angeles, March 20. 


der consideration by a committee 

of N. Y. exhibs. Campaign, which 

would high * ap ag oye Ast Richard Greene filed suit against | 
ine af r . ’ ri . . . 

eign of Council of Motion | Gregory Ratoff in Superior Court, | 
Picture Organizations, and sent to | asking $35,500 as back wages. | 
COMPO members for study. | Actor declares Ratoff hired him | 


While the tentative program has tg work in a picture in 1949 for | 


been designed for big-city opera- | | 
tion, overall segments can be mod- | $4,000 a week. He says he worked | 


ified to apply to small situations, | 12 weeks but was paid only $12,500. | 
according to COMPO leaders and 











committee members. F iin rs 
To focus attention on the cam- | Kings Grai er Both 
paign, it’s suggested that New did ng 


York’s mayor proclaim a “greater 
movie year,” to be accompanied by 
full-page newspaper ads stating 
film industry’s position in the na- 
tion's economic and social life. 


Newspaper publishers and critics , 
cca be invited to individual! King Bros. and RKO producer 


luncheons in order to outline pur- | Edmund Grainger are racing to do | 
pose of drive and to seek their pix showing workings of organized | 
“help and guidance.’ Advertising | crime. Findings of the Kefauver | 


sencies handling picture accounts | : i 
would be asked to cooperate in the | Committee will be incorporated in | 
use of radio and TV material, their respective preductions, “The 
pointing up contention that U. S.| Syndicate” and “The Racket.” 
pix were never as good as they are; Kings received a letter from Sen- 
now. , ‘ator Kefauver offering full coopera- 

Church groups, women’s clubs, | tion if film “shows fight against or- 
schools and civic organizations | ganized crime.” Grainger earlier 
would be recruited for roundtable |had received same promise with 
discussions on all-industry im-| possibility Kefauver would appear 
provements. Plan even goes into briefly in “Racket.” Additionally, 
the baby-sitter problem and sug-| Kings received letter from Rich- 
gests a “you-sit-for-me-I’ll-sit-for- | rq McGee, head of Department 
you club,” whereby families inter-! o¢ Correction for California Crime 
change when a baby-sitter problem | Committee, assuring collaboration 
exists. To offset TV, a “go-out-for- | o¢ staff members with scripter John 
a-good-time” campaign is proposed Higgins. 
under which restaurants, bowling Sail Otis dine sida im oath te 


allevs and other recreational enter- : 
prises would be brought in. a oo ag i Poo 
One suggestion calls for possible | Scott t ros “Racket.” which 
moving site of awarding Oscars Joh Cro se el il ro + Ki c 
from Hollywood to New York or |, n Cromwe ' Ww rect. Aings 
some other large city where the | aven't set cast. 
public might participate. It’s fur-' 
ther suggested that the Academy 
of Motion Picture Arts and 
Sciences award Oscars on the basis | 
of public polls. Greater effort to Continued from page 5 
win back children patronage is | | 





Have Kefauver Co-op 
On Their Crime Films’ 


Hollywood, March 20. | 








' 
aa 


N.Y. Film Expo | 

















|indie pix. 


| keep his own staff. This includes | 





Despite No Releases Since New Setup, 


UA Shows Small Increase in Income 


Kramer’s Next 


Continued from page 5 





Since producer will 
work on the Col lot and the studio 
will finance him, Cohn wanted him re 
to use Gol’s staff. In that way the * The United Artists management, 
o’s Own overhead wo ’ ° in on tion, ha 
spread among more pix. ‘UPT’s $2 Divvy For be rye +" hie a oat tee 
Kramer insisted, however, and | ° ong gyn ctnae sMige ei 


finally won a deal by which he'll 2d Year of Operation provement in the company’s in- 


pay — lb overhead to Col for Geis eA "i come each week since it took over. 
use of studio and facilities and nited Paramoun eatres went F 
into its second year of independent | eta hit what was probably ve 
production designer Rudy Sternad;| operation with a continued divi- |? -time low—billings. of only 
composer-conductor Dmitri Tiom-!dend rate of $2 annually. | $140,000—the week that the Arthur 














a editor Harry Gerstad and pro-| geome Mpc > = P. 50c ‘per B. Krim group acquired control. 
uction manager Clem Beauchamp, | Share on the outstanding common i 
Also continuing in the Kramer/| Stock has been declared for the Pr Bog hig Bo a 
unit, of course, are his partners. | first ’51 quarter, payable April 20) Gistes feel it is significant since no 
They are Sam Katz, board. chair-| to holders of record on March 30. | new pix have gone into release 
roment err eo V.p. ae | ° | during that time and it thus rep- 
- rtising topper, an ore- | i 
man. They i Gale attorney, | Insurance, Pension eg ccna: ee ee 
et own the stock of the Plans Sought By Sizeable improvement is antici- 
Deal is similar to that which Col ’ oa! peg yy — one 
has with Louis de Rochemont, Ed- Salesmen S Union Feb. 19 hits theatres. It is I. G 
ward Small and Sidney Buchman. : 'G ld ith’s “‘The S rf.” It ill be 
Studio arranges for financing and | Insurance and pension plans are f rr woe he a oth r fil bi be 
shares equally in profits, with pro- | part of the long-range program of , persia Di og Tie 8. Ber eed 
ducer continuing to own the nega- | Colosseum of Motion Picture Sales-| Krim hopes to further improve 
a ? Ses , Which currently is negotiating | UA’s position by lining up four or 
Col |men, w , i 
m an bap o> aa Bagge |new contract with major distribs more additional pix for the release 
ture. Kramer can go.as high as he | in N. Y. Immediate goal of current | —e es Fag ~—— pres A ese 
likes, but he’s got to provide ex- | Parleys, however, is salary increase | til the peg f jad Ne u 4 : 
cess funds himself. Since his suc- | 4nd hike in expense allowances. th de fe a as ies t ‘gg ged 
cess has been built on medium-| David Beznor, counsel for the | 2€ads for the Coas = 1 hep yolonnad 
budget producing, it’s not expected | Colosseum, said Monday (19) that | 8 10 SeW Up as many deals as pos” 


’ . : | sible for new products to be made 
he’ll top the Col maximum. even if film salesmen should be | *! , 
No banking arrangements have | 80verned by wage-freeze proposals, | for company’s release later this 


| been made as yet, but they'll pre- | which would permit a maximum | year and early in 1952. 
Y 1/1 


0% boost, union would seek in- Added Impetus 
creases in excess of the freeze. Added hypo-to Krim’s campaign 
Beznor has asked Eric Johnston, | for grosses will come April 1, when 
administrator of Office of Econom-| the Grad Sears Sales Drive gets 
ic Stabilization, to exempt film | ynder way. This is a campaign for 
salesmen from freeze on ground | pillings and collections—not mere- 
that film industry is not under ! jy bookings—and is thus designed 
price control. Johnston, in a letter | to put greatest possible pressure 
to Beznor, said he understood the 5, getting coin in the bank. 
situation and would refer matter, A's distribution fee runs about 
to proper authorities. |2712%. This means that weekly 
Committee of Colosseum reps | collections must aggregate $275,000 
launched exploratory talks with a o- better for the company’s share 
group repping distribs Monday. to equal the approximately $75,000 
Sessions so far have been limited nut. To get up over that figure as 
Topping the list of Kramer-|‘® Clarification of Colosseum’s pro-! quickly as possible is, of course, 
owned properties involved in this | P0Sals, which will be carried to Krim’s immediate aim. 
deal are the three Broadway hits, |Co™panies’ top brass for decision.’ fy) pressure of the revitalized 
“Death of a Salesman,” “The Happy | Beznor said he — to have company is evident in publicity- 
Time” and “Member of the wee | Se oe efore ng end exploitation campaign going into 
ding.” These three, plus the best-| Of the week. Sessions are being tego of “The Scarf.” Max E. 
Youngstein, v.p. and pub-ad direc- 


selling “My Six Convicts”: the Har- | held with: all companies except 
“ : ea United Artists, Monogram and : ; 
per story, “The Cyclist Raid,” and Eagle Lion Classics. Negotiations tor, is using his enlarged staff and 


sent no problem. Talks are known | 
to have been held by Col with 
Bank of America in Los Angeles, 
which has handled Kramer financ- 
ing in the past. Bankers Trust, 
N. Y., does financing for all other 
Col indies. One of the two insti- 
tutions will undoubtedly make the 
loans, since Col provides second- 
money financing and all guaran- 
tees. 

Deal is exclusive save for com- 
pletion of the Kramer commit- 
ment to UA. 

3 Broadway Hits Top List 








proposed via various juke clubs | Palace will be available ‘to the | the British legit hit, “Four Poster,” 
and special shows. committee for 20 days at that pe-| will make up the first year’s pack- 


Personal appearance of stars, | riod for the same fee as 14 days at age of six films which Kramer will | 


sneak previews, gala openings of any other time. This is considered | make for Col. 

new theatres, special trailers and| important since the stretch for! Deals already have been made 

even the use of competitive televi- | which the exposition hall is rented | with directors Fred Zinnemann, 

sion are advocated as part of the | includes time for moving in and | Hugo Fregonese and Joseph Losey, 

campaign. out. Because of the size of the|and writers Hugo Butler, John 
Committee which has been de- | show that is planned, it is thought | Houseman, Eve Odell and Samuel 











veloping proposed plan includes the usual three days allotted by | Taylor, latter to screenplay his 
Fred Schwartz, Si Fabian, Sam most expositions for installation | “Happy Time” legiter. 
Rinzler, Leo Brecher, Harry Brandt | will be insufficient. Understood Kramer now is dick- 
and Max Cohen, among others. Original scheme was to move | ering with Claude Dauphin, French 
into — hacen Re nga pny legit Ss created the father 

9 ¢ ? pH? 29. and open Saturday, Sept. 1.|/ role in “Happy Time,” to repeat 
‘Volpone, Necklace Pix This would allow nine days of the chore on the screen. Among 
° show. If the pre-Christmas date the other properties to be handled 

Snared Via Judgment is accepted, move-in would start | in the first year, “Convicts” will 

AG , : Thursday, Dec. 6, and opening boast comparatively unknown 
wi judgment against Ile de France ‘would be Wednesday, Dec. 12.) thesps, as did Kramer's “Home of 
ilms held by A. Wallace Haendler | snow would then play for 12 days,|the Brave.” Additionally, Kramer 
and Leonard B. Smith proved | gigging Dec. 23 and allowing time | plans to hew to original stage ver- 
ample enough to snare two of the | for it to be struck. sion of “Four Poster,” which is a 
debtor s films at a sheriff's sale in| If the committee votes against one-set, two-character play. Un- 
a York last week. No money | the December time, the expo will | derstood it will be filmed just that 
changed hands in the transaction, | yndoubtedly take the two weeks | way with no one but the two pro- 
which involved several prints of | ayailable next March. This will al-| tagonists ever seen on the screen. 


the French-made features, “Vol- 
pone” and “The Queen's Necklace.” 

Public auction was held at the 
Bonded Film Storage Co.’s plant in 


the Bronx after Ile de France, | 


headed by the Princess Soutzo, de- 
faulted on a $9,596 
by Haendler in N. Y. Supreme 
Court last year. Smith, an at- 
torney, also reportedly held a 
judgment for an undisclosed 
amount 

Under a 1940 agreement Haen- 
dler ioaned Ile de France 250,000 
francs and was supposed to receive 
a percentage of “Volpone’s” over- 
Seas earnings. He filed suit in 
1948, charging the firm breached 
the pact. Affected by the auction 
Were four prints and two trailers 
to “Necklace,” and eight prints and 
five trailers to “Volpone.” 


‘Kon-Tiki’ Author Due 
From London for N.Y. Bow 


Thor Heyerdahl, Norwegian sci- 
entist who filmed his adventures 
in the course of a balsa-raft trip 
from Peru to Polynesia, is sched- 
uled to arrive in New York April 
1 from London via plane. 

Heverdahl will attend a benefit 
Showing of his picture, “Kon-Tiki,” 
at the Sutton theatre, N. Y., April 
- for the American Seamen's 
Friend Society. Following day he'll 
return to London. 





judgment won- ple a picture of what the show 


Other properties owned by Kra- 
mer include the Taylor Caldwell 
novel, “The Wide House”; a “com- 
pletely new” idea in children’s fan- 
tasies by Ted Geisel, better known 
as “Dr. Suess,” which is now be- 


low one year for planning and} 
| preparation, which most of those 
/connected with the b.o. promo- 
| tional scheme feel is not too long. 

Today’s meeting will see an ef- 


| fort to lay out as definite as possi- 


| will include and how much space 
will be available for individual at- 
tractions and exhibits. It is hoped 
| that by thus making plans specific. 
| budget committee will be helped 
'in figuring costs. That, in turn, 
| will expedite the pitches which 
will have to be made to the major 
distribs and other participants for 
their su rt. 

Plan St send the show on the 
road after the New York,run. Di- 
vision of costs will therefore have 
to be worked out so that some na- 
tional group ba ga! sygere 9 
charges agains e expo, rather| : 
gd all such costs on the} branch operations, 
New York exhibs. It is hoped that and personnel relations. 
this can be worked out . through 
the Council of Motion Picture Or- 
ganizations, which so far is co- 
operating on the expo but is taking 
no official part. me: 

September date was eliminated 
because of possibility of excessively 
hot weather at that time of year 
and lack of air conditioning in the 
Palace. Likewise, organized visits 
by school children are contemplat- 
ed and schools would not yet be ter was prez. 
open during Labor Day week. land later treasurer 


original 





BOLLENGIER NAMED 
TREASURER OF UA 





and disbursement of funds. 


Hal 





of EL. 








| ternational; 


with those distribs will be held 
at a later date. 

Distribs’ reps at conferences are 
Clarence Hill, 20th-Fox; Joseph 
McMahon, Republic; Henry auf- 
man, Columbia; A. A. Schubart, 
RKO; Tom Murray, Universal-In- 
Charles F. O’Brien, 
Metro; Arthur Israel, Paramount, 
and Bernard Goodman, Warner 
Bros. and chairnmian of the dis- 
tributors’ negotiation committee. 

Colosseum group in N. Y. for the 
huddles, besides Beznor, are Harris 
B. Wynn, Atlanta; N. Provencher, 
Milwaukee; Reville Kniffen, San 
Francisco; Grady James, Oklahoma 
City; Floyd Klingensmith, Pitts- 
burgh; Harold Zeltner, Chicago, 
and Paul Fine, Omaha. 


Goldstein Quits Schine 


For Own Buying Org 
Gloversville, N. Y., March 20. 
Louis Goldstein has resigned as 





that of a special Goldsmith unit 
| headed by Myer P. Beck to give 
|pic greatest possible impetus. As 
| the opening gun, UA has brought 
, Mercedes McCambridge, star of 
‘the film, to New York for a two- 
week round of newspaper inter- 
| views and radio and TV spots. Sim- 
‘ilar round of personal appearances 
_is planned for James Barton, who 


| 


| costars. 
| Exploitation is tying in the scarf 
angle with all of Miss McCam- 
-bridge’s personal appearances. 
_She’s using a scarf as her calling 
‘ecard with every newspaperman and 
radio personality. Special creations 
made of scarves, such as bathing 
suits, hats, dresses and bags are in 
|the works. Sensational aspects of 
the true story sex murder on which 
the yarn is based are the key motif 
,in the advertising campaign. 





Kirsch Slugged, 3 Thugs 


film buyer for the Schine circuit to 


form his own buying and eed Nabbed in Chi Robbery 


organization. , Chicugo, March 20. 
Goldstein had been with Schine| "Jack Kirsch, ae of Allied The- 





ing prepared; Robert Louis Steven- , 
son’s “Markheim”; and Irving Reis’ | and in Cleveland. 
“Four Shades of Blue,” | 
which Reis will script for Kramer. ' 


A. E. Bollengier last week was | 
named treasurer of United Artists. each session, distrib closer link, 
He will supervise all liaison for UA could be 
with the banks and producers on offices execs and the fieldmen. Col, 
financial matters, operate as chief;on the other hand, called one: 
statistical control officer for the | three-day ; 
| company and direct homeoffice and | opened at the Hotel Warwick last been inked by Metro for a top role 
( procurement , Monday. 


Harry J. Muller, who has been hold several such conclaves annu- 
serving as UA treasurer, will func- | ally, instead of merely one. At the 
tion as controller. He’ll devote full current meet, Col is giving full at- 
time to maintenance of company’s tention to plans for liquidating 16 | without a test last year while on 
books and records and to receipt new pix which are set for general 


Bollengier comes to UA from | 
Roach Studios, where he over by Bernard Kranze as sales | 
served as secretary-terasurer. He}v.p. He's addressing each session | 
and UA prez Arthur B. Krim were along with prexy William C. Mac- 
associated at Eagle Lion when lat- Millen, 
He was controller Le Sieur and other h.o. department 





18 years. Previously, he was with atres of Illinois, was kidnapped by 
the Warner chain for five years as three thugs Friday (16) in Chi’s 
a booker at the N. Y. homeoffice | film exchange area, subsequently 
| Pistol-whipped and robbed of $45. 
|: Hoodlums, who forced their way 
into Kirsch’s car, were driving him 
| toward Lake Michigan when police, 
noticing Kirsch bleeding in the 
auto, curbed the car and ordered 
the occupants out. All three were 
_lowed by the southern and western apprehended. 

| Staffers, at _ Allied “spokesman said Kirsch’s 
By limiting the participants at condition was noi serious. 


‘Finn’ for Wm. Warfield 


Baritone William Warfield has 





| Col-ELC Sales a 


tam Continued from page 4 











established by home- | - 


national meet, which. 
| with Gene Kelly and Danny Kaye 


However, the Col practice is to in musical version of “Huckleberry 





Finn.” Negro singer is also in 
Metro’s_ still- unreleased “Show 
Boat,” for which he was signed 


a concert tour of Australia. 
Warfield will also warble on 
Eleanor Roosevelt’s NBC-TV show 
next Sunday (25) and on Eddie 
Cantor’s “Comedy Hour” tele pro- 
gram out of Philly the following 
Sunday. Deals were set by his per- 
sonal manager, Larney Goodkind, 
‘former Universal story editor. 


| release in the next six months. 
ELC meet is the -first presided 


ad-pub director Howard 
| heads. 
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Spring at 1540 Broadway 


@ @ *@ *IN THE SPRING. a young man’s fancy may. as Alfred Lord 
Tennyson wrote in his “Locksley Hall.” turn to thoughts of love, but in 





the den of Friendly Leo, the Lion, vernal thinking is more concerned with : 
those lovely grosses that bloom in the Spring, tra la. . . . And with the o 
pictures which earn ‘em. ... And the campaigns which assure—or 4 
should Phil M say insure?—that said grosses will be earned, to the [| © 
satisfaction of all concerned, down to and including John Q. Public. 

veovesey . 


@ @ @ DURING THE NEXT FIVE MONTHS, Metro will be sending a4 
out a total of 18 features, and you don’t need to be an Einstein to 
figure that means almost four pictures each month. ... What's more, 
eight of the big ones will be in Technicolor. ... And you don’t have 
to be told the box office potential of Technicolor. . . . Or that John Q’s 
interest in color, per se, has been stimulated not a little o’ late by the - 
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rhubarb over rainbowed television systems. ... But Phil M is digressing 
—this little homily draws its inspiration from some of the promotional 
activities presently under way at 1540 Broadway. ... And, as someone - : 


surely has remarked ere this, one thing at a time. 
Vv v Vv 


@ @ @ FOLKS AT 1540 are especially excited these mid-March 
days over “Father's Little Dividend,” which will be going into release in 
' April, and “Go for Broke,” scheduled for availability the following month. 
... And, of course, there’s the continuing drum-beating for “Quo Vadis.” 
- . . (They will tell you, and proudly, too, “THIS is the year of ‘Quo 
Vadis’.”) . . . They think rather highly of ‘Father's Little Dividend” at 
Metro, and it wouldn't surprise them at all if the picture shaded “Father 
of the Bride” at the box office. ... Which admittedly would be quite a 
feat. ... . Metro and its agency, Donahue & Co., have come up with a 
swell newspaper teaser ad campaign for the picture. . . . It comprises 
a series of cute baby photos, with text restricted to the three words of 
the title, lettered on the tyke’s training panties, as they're known in the 
infants’ wear trade. 
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Vv v Vv 
@ @ @ THE TEASERS WILL BREAK in some 150 newspapers of 
large circulation in 75 important cities. . . . Donahue & Co. estimates 
that over the course of the advance build-up the title of the picture 
thus should receive a circulation of 55,000,000 per insertion, or for 
the entire campaign something in the neighborhood of 250,000,000 
impressions. ... That, you will admit, is newspaper's pre-selling with a 
vengeance, . .. Metro is not slighting the national magazines, of course. 
-.. The first copy already has broken in some April issues, and by the 
time the last ad appears in May issues some 32 mags. will be repre- 
sented in the campaign. ... It’s Phil M’s guess this means an aggregate 
circulation of upwards of 62,000,000. . . . Promotional tie-ups for the pic. 
by the way, are figured at Metro as accounting for a further astrono- 
mical 670,000,000 readership! | 

Vv Vv Vv 


@ @ @ AS FOR “GO FOR BROKE,” Metro's “Battleground” suc- 5 . 
cessor, Phil M caught a glimpse of some of the roughs for the maga- - i 
zine ad campaign the other day, and they're corking. ... They know how . 
to key copy to picture content.at 1540. . . . Meanwhile, “Quo Vadis” is 
in motion in a big way tie-up-wise. ... Already some 40 manufacturers 
are set to turn out a varied array of products from a special set of 
200 “Quo Vadis” patterns developed by the Knickerbocker Textile Corp. 
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Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Theory of using fire to fight fire in combating hoodlumism in N, Y. 
nabe theatres is favored in results of opinion poll conducted by Richard 
Roffman, WEVD (N. Y.) film commentator. Use of “tough school kids” 
to keep order in the nabes got a majority vote among listeners who 
replied to question of what could be done to solve the problem. 

Original proposal was made by wife of an uptown doctor, who advo- 
cated same principle used in maintaining order in school. She sug- 
gested taking “rough, tough boys who are gangleaders and give them 
position of authority and responsibility.” She pointed out that such 


leaders are put in charge of traffic on school staircases and their serv- | 


ices could be transferred to theatre balconies. 
could be given for the policing. 

Replies to invitations for comment brought out that general be- 
havior of teen-agers were keeping many women out of theatres. 


Season passes or cash 





Metro domestic and foreign distribution departments are joining in 
a unique tribute to Arthur M. Loew, prexy of Loew’s International, 
who's celebrating his 30th year in the industry. Instead of the cus- 
tomary yerbal bouquets, sales staffs are pledging extra effort in the 
promotion and merchandising of ‘‘Teresa,” which Loew produced in 
N. Y. and Italy. Morton A. Spring, first v.p. of the foreign subsid, dis- 
closed that a main feature of the overseas push will be a competition 
among the various territories for the best campaign for the pic and 
Pier Angeli, Italian player, introduced in the film. William F. Rodgers, 
M-G distrib topper, sent a special letter to branch managers citing 
Loew's contributions to the corporation and the industry and asked for 
a show of appreciation via intensified sales effort for “Teresa.” Loew 
is son of Marcus Loew, corporation’s founder. 





J. P. Harris theatre, in downtown Pittsburgh, key house in Pittsburgh 
circuit, wanted to bring back “All About Eve” for Holy Week but 20th- 
Fox said nothing doing on any re-release dates for that Academy Award 
contender until after the Oscars are announced. Harris figured it had a 
legitimate excuse for the request since it had previously played the 
picture, but got the worst break imaginable, since opening was on day 
of biggest snow in Pittsburgh’s history when entire town was paralyzed 
and closed down. Even theatres shut shop for 24 hours. Although 
“Eve” stuck around for three weeks and did well, it never got expected 
start and Harris thought it might pick up some of the biz it lost on 
account of the storm. . 





Spyros Skouras, prez of 20th-Fox, is scheduled to be guest speaker | 
at presentation of the Foreign Language Press Film Critics’ Circle) 


awards over station WNYC, N. Y., tomorrow (Thurs.). Circle voted 
20th’s “All About Eve” as the best film of 1950, as well as the best 
American film. “The Titan’ was named best foreign film while “The 
Winslow Boy” received the best British film prize. Other award win- 
ners were: Darryl Zanuck, best producer; Jose Ferrer, best actor; Gloria 
Swanson, best actress; Joseph Mankiewicz, best director-writer. 





Whether or not Joe Mankiewicz wins an Academy Award for his “All 
About Eve,” he’s probably hit the biggest jackpot a writer-director can 
ever hope for in the way of publicity. Collier’s, in its current issue, 
carries a lengthy piece on the 20th-Fox exec—the second big yarn de- 
voted to Mankiewicz by a major publication in two weeks. The other 
was in Life. 

Collier’s article is by Frank S. Nugent. It includes a half-page color 
photo of Mankiewicz and his family. 





Added Technicolor scenes for “Down to Earth,” filmed in England 
last year, are costing David O. Selznick close to $100,000. Rouben 
Mamoulian is directing the new scenes on the RKO-Pathe lot in Culver 
City—nine sequences calling for the services of Jennifer Jones, David 
Farrar and Peter Cusick. Under his deal with Alexander Korda, 


Selznick has the right to make any changes he deems necessary for 
showing in the USA. 








Soundmen’s Local 695 
Under Trusteeship As 
Finances Probe Veted 


; Hollywood, March 20. 
_Executive board of Sound Tech- 
nicians Local 695 voted to place 
union under trusteeship pending 





complete investigation of financial | 


affairs following charges of irregu- 
larity. 


was placed under suspension along 
with other officers until the investi- 
| Zation is completed. 


In the interim, board of trustees, | 
consisting of Tom Lambert, chair- | 
man, Earl Crain, Sr., and James) 


Masterson, will operate the local. 
'Executive Board® action was ap- 
proved by Roy Brewer, internation- 
al rep. 











Wall Street 


Continued from page 3 =——e 





_represent the trade’s chief weapon 
br its battle for the consumer dol- 
‘lar. 

Value Line is further impressed 
with industry 
profits-loss front, taking the view 
that 1951 earnings for the top firms 
| promise to exceed ’50 results. Re- 

| port states companies are aided by 
an “indicated improved trend of 
theatre attendance,” healthier for- 


eign revenue and accelerated pro- | 


duction skeds. These factors are 
'cited along with lower amortiza- 
ition charges and other economies 
| which suggest that profit margins 
“may widen a bit further.” 


Television is rated a competitor 
but no serious threat to the wel- 
fare of the pic business. Existence 
of the new medium “has not fun- 
damentally altered the moviegoing 
‘habits of the American people,” 
it’s declared. 

Report accents “increasing evi- 
dence” that the novelty of TV en- 
tertainment is wearing off and 
|adds, “The American people still 
want to ‘go out’ to enjoy their en- 
| tertainment, especially since a larg- 
,er portion of consumer income is 
now available for non-durable ex- 
| penditures.” 
| Subscribers are offered charts 
|and graphs depicting earnings and 
|dividend records of Columbia, 
, Loew’s, Paramount, United Para- 


| 


| 


Harold Smith, business rep | 
Since the local’s inception in 1932, | 


prospects on the’ 


‘Loew's $1.80 Excess-Profits Base Puts 
- Spot on Films’ Favorable Tax Position 





Cuban Distrib Seeks To 
| Bare Nudity Pic in U.S. 


Feature-length pic in which one 
reel is devoted to life in a nudist 
colony for femmes has been pro- 
, duced by Tropical Films de Cuba, 
|former Cuban distributor for 
Republic Pictures. | 

Cuban censorship requires that 
nude closeups be cut to the hip 
line and in profile only, but per- 
| mits full-length long shots of the 

gals romping in the woods and 
i swimming in a river. 

| Producers are hopeful that 
| “dignified” treatment of the nude 
'scenes will assure permit for 
-U. SS. distribution. Tentatively 
titled “Beneath the Havana Sky,” 
|pic is a straight romantic drama 
with the nudist scenes only one 
episode in a triangle theme. . 


J. J. Milstein Sues 
Al Young, Col Picts 
In Lab ‘Conspiracy’ 


Suit for $150,000 has been filed 
in N. Y. Federal Court by J. J. Mil- 
stein against Al Young, president 
of Duart Film Laboratories, and 
Columbia Pictures, charging con- 
spiracy to ease him out of the lab 
as sales manager and _ half-owner. 








| Milstein, productiow and distribu- | 


tion exec for various companies, 
‘claims that an agreement with the 
lab was violated. 

According to complaint, Milstein 
‘moved from California to New 
| York on promise of a 25% interest 
‘in the lab on condition that he 
| purchase an additional 25% of the 
|stock. He further was to serve as 


|salesmanager at salary of $200 a. 
| week. Milstein charges tha‘ Young | 


| subsequently negotiated with Col to 


| buy a 50% interest in the lab, thus | 


forcing Milstein to release Young 
from original agreement. Milstein, 
however, was to be given rights to 
|pictures in lab’s vaults. It is 
'charged that agreement for the 
| stored films was not executed. Mil- 


, mount Theatres, Technicolor, 20th- | stein claims he suffered a loss of | 


* Disclosure at Loew’s stockhold- 


ers’ meeting that the company has 
a $1.80-per-share excess profits tax 
base served to spotliznt the favor- 
able tax position of the film firms 
under the formula estab.ished by 
the Treasury Departinent. 

Firm’s earnings last year amounte 
ed to $7,580,336, which equalled 
only $1.53 per common share. Out- 
fit’s net revenue consequently can 
climb an additional 27c. per share 
before the 77% excess levy takes 
effect. 


Excess profit under the formula 
is any amount over 85% of 
the average earnings for any three 
years within the 1946-49 range. 
Pic firms chose as their base the 
46-48 period, when their revenue 
was at peak levels. Thus they es- 
cape the heavy tax bite until busi- 
ness skyrockets back to the pros- 
perous immediate postwar level. 

Other examples are shown in the 
cases of 20th-Fox. Warfier Bros. 
‘and Columbia. WB’s earnings for 
its last fiscal year reached $10,- 


» 271,000, or $1.46 per common share. 


Firm’s excess profits tax base is 
estimated at $1.65 per share. . 


Col has plenty to go before it’s 
forced to contribute further to the 
Treasury Depsrtment. Distrib 
chalked up $1,981.4S7 as net for 
its last fiscal year, amounting to 
*2.58 per common stock share. Tax 
floor is figured at $3 per share. 

20th’s 85% Levy 

Twentieth’s earnings over $4.20 
per share are subject to the 85% 
levy. Company netted $1.59 per 
share ($4,683,581) for the first half 
of ’50. If income hel!lc. to the same 
level for the balance of the year 
the figure, of course, simply would 
be doubled to $3.18 per share. 


Loew’s’ stockholders at their 
N. Y. session reelected all 11 mem- 
bers of the board who, in turn, 
reelected all officers of the firm. 
Meeting also approved stock op- 
tions for six execs in the amounts 
of 100,000 shares for Dore Schary; 
40.000 shares, Arthur M. Loew; and 
_ 27,500 shares each for Benjamin 
Thau, Joseph R. Vo jel, Charles C. 
Moskowitz and Louis K. Sidney. 

Option price is %16 7/16 per 





Fox, Universal and Warner- Bros. | $15,000 in moving family, furniture share, which was the average on 
UPT and WB shares are “es-|and cars from California to N. Y., the day when the board ear:ier had 
pecially recommended” for pur-/| He is being represented by Gustave okayed the arrangement. Amend- 


SCOTA’ 


a 





too busy concentrating on trade 
practices and other local problems 
to worry about anything else now. 
Balk Comes As Strprise 

SCTOA’s balk came as a partic- 
ular surprise, since it was largely 
at the insistence of Skouras and a 
few other TOA regional unit top- 
pers that COMPO proposed the 
new setup. It provides for exten- 
sion of COMPO control by estab- 
lishing both a board and exec com- 


mittee and permitting any regional 


exhib unit to elect. a member to 
the board. 


Both TOA exec director Gael 
Sullivan and counsel Herman Levy 
went to the SCTOA session at re- 
quest of the latter’s board to fur- 
ther clarify the COMPO setup. 

Meantime, Pacific Coast Confer- 
ence of Independent Theatre Own- 
ers last week became seventh of 
the 10 COMPO charter members 
to put imprimateur on the new 
format. The eighth okay is ex- 





has such great potentialities for 
ilar pleas went out last week from | 
Independent Theatres, Inc., Boston 
Allied unit, and Allied Theatre 
Owners of the Gulf States. 

the welfare of our business.” Sim- | 








| 


MPAA’s Tim Healy 


Seriously Ill in Cairo. 

Cairo, March 20. | 

Tim Healy, who covers the Mid- 
dle East and part of the Far East. 
‘for the Motion Picture Assn. of | 
America, is seriously ill here from | 


ptomaine poisoning. He'll be in’ 
the hospital for another three. 
weeks. 
Healy was stricken in Rangoon. | 
It was first believed to have been | 
a heart attack. He was on his way 
back from Indonesia and was flown) 
to a hospital in Cairo, where he, 
headquarters. | 
| 
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' said in the best position to show | 


Deferred Action | | 


Continued from page 5 


'Par shares are rated 










chase. Stocks of the two firms are | Garfield, N. Y. attorney. 


New Columbus Distrib Co. 


- Columbus, O., March 20. 
Formation of the first film dis- 
tribution concern to be located in 





substantial further appreciation in| 
coming months. Col, Techni and) 
U are given the second strongest | 
recommendation. Loew’s, 20th and, 
“may be! 
held,” which is a neutral recom-| 


mendation implying the stock is the Buckeye capital in 15 years 


less undervalued than the other 
two groups. 


was announced last week by Lee J. 
Hoffheimer and Al L. Sugarman, 
| who have set up the Motion Picture 
'Sales Organization here with ex- 
clusive rights to Realart Pictures. 
Realart reissues foreign and do- 
, mestic films. 

| Hoffheimer and Sugarman are 


Distrib Sked 


Continued from page 3 





three hy hich the company identifies | borhood chain of five, including the 
as “A” product. | World, city’s only art house. Su- 

Columbia opened’ a three-day | garman for 25 years was a sales- 
sales meeting in N. Y. on Monday man for Universal and RKO before 
(19) to map campaigns for 16 pix | 


_joini ibitor. 
set for general release in the next | Sanne Ceeeenaee 86 OE Sere 


six months. Seven of these are in 
color. 
Col’s distribution output for the 
entire current yea. will number ' 
54 pix, including westerns. | 

Metro has set dates for 25, 
through July and probably will add @Teady seen the film and okayed 
another 20 for the balance of the 2% Wnlle others wh loo 
-week. After that the problein 


year for a ’51 total of 45. This)... : - 
compares with 41 which the major | arises of working out a deal among 


UA’s ‘Odette’ 





Continued from page 5 = 


‘owners of the H&S Theatres, neigh- . 


pected to come tomorrow (Thurs.), | 
when the Metropolitan Motion Pic- | 
ture Theatres Assn. convenes in 
New York. 


Ninth is Society of Independent | convention delegates appointed a 
Motion Picture Producers. Ellis G.| special exec committee to call an 
Arnall, prexy of SIMPP, said last | industry-wide meeting to look into 
Week approval is only a matter of | arbitration’s chances. If the re- 
formality and has not been given| sults were favorable, specific ma- 

ecause there’s been no meeting.|chinery for ironing out trade dis- 
He'll have members pol'ed by putes was to bé determined. Also 
Phone if no session has been held | left open for consideration was a 


Arbitration 


Continued from page 5 qa 


turned out in ’50 and 36 in ’49. 

' No exception to the overall prac- 
tice of upping skeds is 20th-Fox. 
This outfit, which had 30 releases 


‘last year, promises a total of 36 in | 


ithe current calendar year. 

| Universal has 23 on its list, which 
‘runs to July, as compared with 21 
‘for the same period in ’50. RKO 
\is counting on about 31 features 
'this year, excluding Tim Holt west- 
'erns, which is almost twice the 
‘number of top pix released by the 


j Ilya Lopert, prexy of the outfit; 
' Korda, and Wilcox, beth of whom 


| have a percentage interest in the. 


' 


returns, and UA on distribution 
fees. ; 

There were reports some weeks 
‘ago that the new Lopert outfit 
‘would meld into UA under the 
new Arthur B. Krim regime there, 
| since there has long been a close 
_ alliance between officials of the 
'two companies. However, that is 
not being considered, although it 


by the time COMPO must have an 
answer. TOA’s approval would 
make the 10th. 

COMPO campaign to get in dues 
from theatres is progressifig satis- 
factorily, with another regional 
organization this week sending out 
a bulletin urging its members to 
Set their coin up. Unit is Associ- 
ated Theatre Owners of Indiana 
(Allied), In sending to its members 
return envelopes in which to en- 
close checks to COMPO, ATOI 
Stated: ; 

“The most costly thing you may 
do is fail to support COMPO, which 


| proposal to bring the Department | 
of Justice into the act, this looking 
to insertion of an arbitration clause 
in court decrees. 

Stemming from this was the sub- 
sequent N. Y. meeting at which | 
TOA and the distribs were agreed 
that a workable system could : be 
devised but some semblance of in- 
dustry unanimity would be re- 
quired. Allied did not go along. 

Following meetiags with Rod- 
gers, Myers presumably will report 
|to the Allied board, from which a. 
decisive answer determining: arbi- 
'tration’s fate may be expected. 





‘sues last year. 
‘to top that sked this year, although | 


might be a distant future possibil- 
ity. Present talks are purely on 
the one film. ; 
Korda has delivered 11 of the 
| 13 pix to Lopert under the deal 


its full lineup has yet to be mapped. they made late last year. Still 
awaiting completion are “Cry the 


HELLER’S 25c DIVVY ~- | Beloved Country,” produced by 
Chicago, March 20. | Zoltan Korda, and “Outcast of the 
Walter E. Heller & Co., new Islands,’ produced by Carol Reed. 
United Artists coin backers, de-, With delivery of this pair, Lopert 
clared quarterly dividends on its will complete payment of $1,080,- 
two classes of preferred stock and 000, the price agreed upon, to 
increased the quarterly dividend on , Korda. This is an advance against 
common stock by 10c with the dec- a percentage after the front money 
laration of 25¢ a share. ‘ ‘is recouped.: 


company in ’50. Warner Bros. had 
26 new productions and four reis- 
Firm is expected 





ce Me 


mert subsequently added removed 
|from the plan tie privitezte origi- 
iMally given the option-holders to 
| borrow from the major any money 
' for the stock purchases. 

' Presiding over the meeting, J. 
Robert Rubin, viccnresident and 
counsel, pointed out to the share- 
holders Loew’s Las earned over 
259,000,000 after taxes in the last 
27 years. He added the firm never 
has experienced an unprofitable 
yesr. 

Income has bzen of in the last 
_16 wecks due to a variety of fac- 
tors, he reported. Tiese included a 
theatre attendsnce decrease, hur- 
ricane losses suffered by Loew's 
broadcasting subsid, WMGM, and 
inability to convert $1,000,000 in 
earnings in Italy. 

Directors renamed were Joseph 
_Hoileran, Rubin, Moskowitz, Vogel, 
‘Leopold Friedman, Eugene W. 
Leeke, William A. Par‘xer, William 
I’. Rodgers, Nicholas M. Schenck, 
David Warfield ard Henry Rogers 
_Winthrop. 


OX 12 Theatre Hardships, 
25 Others Nixed by NPA 


Since Constructisn Freeze 


Washington, March 20. 

Since the National Production 
Authority ordered its construction 
freeze on amusement and recre- 
ation construction late last Decem- 
ber, it has approved a total of 12 
theatre hardship cases and has 
nixed 25 others. 

The approved jobs are mostly 
new drive-ins, but there are also 
several projects involving repairs 
and improvements to _ existing 
structures. Biggest okay was for 
. $250,000 drive-in at Springfield, 
Mass. 

Highest rate of approvals has 
gone to bowling alleys, for a rea- 
son not disclosed by the NPA. So 
far the agency hes okayed con- 
struction of 14 bowling alleys 
around the country and has re- 
jected only one application. There 
the operators wanted to tie in a 
restaurant and cocktail lounge for 
‘a $360,000 project. 








eas on 


Pee er 2 ee 
eS a as oy 


ee ee 


sedans oc a 


d 
4 








18 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


Wednesday, March 21, 1951 


- 





State-Wide Strike 
Of Janitors Seen 


Indiana Allied Warns | 
On Tax for ‘Free’ Kids| 


Indianapolis, March 20. 
Because of tax responsibility, Al- 
lied Theatre Owners of Indiana is 
advising members to be cautious 
in following Fanchon & Marcos 


° : _ policy ‘f admitting kids free in 
la risco circuit’: St. Louis nabe houses. Ex- 
‘hib unit reminds members that, 


San Francisco, March 20. 
Walkout of janitors in’ 21 San 
Francisco theatres plus 20 more 
in the east bay area has touched 
off a labor situation that threatens 


to spread throughout the state. | 


who are affiliated | jj)an had been tried in the Indiana | 


Cleanup men, 
with American Federation of La- 
bor. are demanding a flat 10% hike 
over present $12.50 daily wage. 
In the wake of the strike, which 
started Saturday (17), San Fran- 


cisco AFL Labor Council two days | Ask Supreme Court 


later voted to tvrn the janitors’ 
walkout into a ficht to establish a 
10% wage increase pattern cover- 
ing labor in general. At the same 
time, projectionists’ union agreed 
to support the mon-and-broom 
workers if action could get green 
light from Richard F. Walsh, prexy | 
of International Alliance of The- 
atrical Stage Fmov!'oves, which has 
jurisdiction over fheatre janitors 
affiliated with AFT... As yet, pro- 


jectionists have not been ordered | 


to resvect the picket lines which 
have been thrown up around the 
affected theatres. 


(In New York at a late hour yes- 


according to Dept. of Internal Re¢- 
'enue, theatres must pay Federal 


tax on every child_admitted free | 





when accompanied by an adult if | 


}@ taxable admission ts charged to) as Mary Pickford’s business man- 


‘an unaccompanied child. 
Association claims that F&M’s 


territory with result there was no 
measurable change in amount of 
children’s business. 





For Switch to Texas | work,on 


| 


Trial of 2 Trust Suits’ 

Washington, March 20. | 
Supreme Court was asked last) 
‘Friday (16) not to upset a ruling | 
of the 3d Circuit Court of Appeals | 
switching two treble-damage suits 
‘from Delaware to Texas. | 
was included in a reply brief by the | 
defendant companies—Paramount, | 
Loew’s, RKO, Warners, 20th-Fox, | 
Columbia, UA, Universal, Texas | 


terday (Tues.) Walsh had not de-| Consolidated Theatres and the In-' 
cided on strike action by San Fran-|torctate Circuit of Texas. 


cisco projectionists. He informed 


VarIETY that he would have to! 


study the contracts involved be- 
fore a verdict could be issued.) 


Full support of the AFL Labor 
Council will be thrown into the 
dispute in an all-out effort to help 
the janitors, leaders said. Twenty 
of the 180 affiliated unions have 
agreed to help man picket lines. 

Strike will spread to~Southern 
California unless -exhibs and jani- 
tors’ union can get together this 
week. Janitors in Los Angeles 
area currently are paid $1.25 an 
hour, compared to base rate of. 
$1.60 hourly in Frisco, latter re- 
ported to be highest in the country 
for the type of work. 


Mainly affected in Frisco are the 
Paramount, Nasser Bros. and Gold- | 
en State circuits’ houses. Theatres 
serviced by the American Building | 
Maintenance Co. are not involved. 
Employers say that theatres will | 
stay open as long as the projec- | 
tionists stay on the job. Negotia- 
tions for settlement have not been 
started. 

Walkout is due to spread also to 
Fresno, Sacramento, San Jose and 
Stockton by end of week unless 


truce is reached. 





P. J. Wood Calls Ohio 
Meeting Vs. Distribs 
Columbus, O., March 20. 

Incensed after a thorough study 


of the “enormous” profits of film 
distributors when compared to the 


steady drop in boxoffice receipts, | je 
P. J. Wood, secretary of the Inde--+ 


pendent Theatre Owners of Ohio, 
has called a_ statewide protest 
luncheon at noon, March 29, in the 
Deshler Wallick hotel here. 

Wood, sounding the tocsin in the 
weekly IOTA service bulletin, 
wrote, “How much longer can this 
condition continue before scores of 
theatres will have to close their 
doors?” The distributors, Wood 
asserted, “are absolutely relentless 
and don’t give a damn what hap- 
pens to the exhibition end of this 
industry.” 

He noted that boxoffice figures 
for January, 1951, were 19% less 


' filed in that state. 


The damage suits were brought | 
by Tivoli Realty, Inc., operating a | 


film house in Dallas, and I. B. Adel- | 


man, Houston exhibitor. They | 
launched the suits in Wilmington | 
on the ground that several defend- 
ants were not Texas corporations | 
and could not be reached by a Suit | 


The defendant corporations 
promptly filed to have the cases | 
tried in Texas but Judge Richard | 
S. Rodney, of the Delaware U. S. | 
District Court, declared he lacked | 
authority to shift the jurisdiction. | 


The defendants carried the case up, | 


and the 3d Circuit Court of Appeals 





Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, March 20. 

Arthur Hornblow, Jr., drew pro- 
duction reins on Metro's United 
' Nations picture, still untitled oy 
“Rain, Rain, Go Away” is the new | 
title of “Come Again Another Day” | 
at Metro ... Frank Nugent com- 
pleted screenplay for the John | 
Ford-Merian C. Cooper production, | 
“The Quiet Man,” starring John 
Wayne ... John Krueger resigned | 











‘ager to go into film production in 


. . Jack Cummings | 
returned from New Orleans and 
started production preparations 
for “Montes the Matador” and | 
“Lovely to Look At” at Metro. 


Charles Laughton signed for one 


Mexico City . 


Advance Kaye Pic’s Date 
To Coincide With P.A. 


Twentieth-Fox is advancing re- 
lease date of the Danny Kaye star- 
,rer, “On the Riviera,” in England 
‘ijn order to open pic day-and-date 
'with Kaye’s personal appearance in 
| London. 

Kaye has been set to open at 
the Palladium, London, May 12. 
Pic originally was to bow in Lon- 


‘don in mid-summer. “Riviera” goes 


into the Roxy theatre, N. Y., in 
May. 


Paal in From England 
To Line Up Players 
For Anglo-U. S. Pix 








Request Per 


| “Tarzan the Hunted,” slated for a‘ wij) also share 


of the top roles in Wald-Krasna’s | Following completion of “Cloud- 

, “itis ribe, signed to , ander Paal planed into New York 
ea ae ig Boe or serengien |over the weekend and left for the 
. . Next production by | Coast Monday (19) to line up stars 
Gottfried Reinhardt at Metro will! for several more Anglo-American 
be “The Family Man,” starting | projects. A medium budgeter, 
April . Edward Tierney | “Cloudburst” was filmed in Eng- 


‘makes his screen bow in the Jack | jand in association with Col. James 


Schwarz production, “The Hoo@-/ Carreras’ Exclusive Films, Ltd. 
lum,” starring his brother, Law-| prjor to his departure, Paal dis- 
rence . . . Mike Mazurki, Rhys) ojoced that he’s readying two other 
Williams and Norman Lloyd joined | pictures to be made in England in 
“The Light Touch” cast at Metro. | “eee ith Exclusiv one 
Bob Roark and Ross Ford | 28sociation wit =xclusive. e 
pete “ ease | Stolen Face,” an original by Steven 
signed for “Force of Arms” at} 
Warners ... “The Man in the| Vas, is scheduled to roll Aug. 6. 
Street” is the new tag on Maxwell | Screenplay will be by Guy Morgan. 
Shane’s indie picture, “The Hos-|Second venture is “Channel 
tage.” Bo-rge 2 . —— ig original. 
tas i It’s due to go before the cameras 
ae at amet ae — | Sept. 24. Both pix wilk be directed 
“Bannerline,” a Henry Berman | by Terry Fisher. ; 
production at Metro... Cecil B.|° Fresh deals with Exclusive will 
DeMille stars in “The House on | follow the same lines as “Cloud- 
Any Street,” Technicolor short | burst.” For that film Paal provided 
filmed by Paramount in connec-/| Robert Preston as the star in 
tion with the annual drive of the | return for worldwide distribution 
United Celebral Palsy Association. | rights with the exception of the 
.. . Sol Lesser signed Hans Jacoby | United Kingdom. Carreras owns 
and Shirley White to screenplay | the United Kingdom rights and 
: in 25% of the 
July: start. | profits in the rest of the world. 
| Meanwhile, Paal is scouting for 
American stars for the upcoming 
er and “Channel.” 








Berle’s ‘Dream Deal’ 


Continued from page 1 


Aside from the Carreras joint 
| productions, Paal expects to make 
..|a picture on his own as a loca- 
of five years and five years (i.€.|tioner on the Mediterranean island 











found that Rodney did have power | the llth and 16th year brackets) | of Majorca sometime this year. 
to move the cases to Texas. There-| he need not appear, but becomes a | Project will be a color version of 
upon Adelman and Tivoli asked the | producer-writer-director and pro-|“The Terrorist.” Producer recent- 
Supreme Court to overrule the 3d} duction consultant to NBC, com-'|}y acquired the rights to the 


| Circuit. | mitted again to only 25 weeks’| Theodore St. John work. A top 


The treble damage suit cannot , Work out of 52. The last 10 years) British distributor will furnish 


go to trial until a location for it is 
decided by the courts. 


R. E. Brown Sues Pards 
For Share of Penn. Co. 


; Pittsburgh, March 20. 
Richard E. Brown, Sr., veteran 
; Pittsburgh showman, went to court 
| here last week with a suit against 
|his four partners, William Anast 
,and James, Alex and John Jaffurs, 
,in the Wilmer Amus. Co: He asks 
| that the assets of the group be split 
up so he can get his share out of it. 


| 


| According to Brown, the son of 
the late Harry Brown, longtime 
git manager here at the old 
Nixon, the five men have been asso- 
‘ciated in various phases of the en- 
'terprise since 1936, when the first 
jcorporation was organized. “Anast 
:and James and Alex Jaffurs put up 
| $2,000 each to finance the deal. 
'Now, Brown says, James Jaffurs, 
_as president, has tossed him out of 
‘the management of the Grant thea- 
tre in Millville, and the other part- 
‘ners are holding secret meetings 


| without him, he claims. 

| Other houses operated by the 
| partnership are the Star in Glass- 
/port and the Wilmer in Wilmer- 


| ding. 








he need not even say hello to any- | 75% of the budget and the balance 
body at NBC-RCA, and he still col- | js to come from the government’s 


“The Blue Veil” at RKO... Noel, burst” in Britain, producer Alex- |Exchange of Philadelphia and fol- 





than for the same month of 1950, | 
and the February report shows a 
further drop of 23%. 

“While the undersigned,” he 
wrote, is the last one to desire any 
further governmental interference | 





Borscht Battle 


, Continued from page 1 








lects around $50,000 per annum. 
The monetary equation can 

elastically interpreted. While the 

| gross total value of the Berle-RCA 


for the entire 30-year span, the 
$50,000 per annum basis is a false 
computation. For one thing, only 
20 years’ services must be render- 
ed for 30 years’ stipend, so right 
there Berle averages actually 75G 
a year. Considering that the star 
only renders services for 39 weeks 
during the first five years, and 
then cuts his obligation to 25 weeks 
per vear, in actuality it may be said 
that he would be averaging a half- 
year’s services for a full year's sti- 
pend. In other words, that could 
be :nterpreted as a guarantee at 
the rate of $150,000 annually, were 
he willing to be committed an en- 
tire year to the corporation. 

From NBC-RCA’s viewpoint, this 
deal may cost them little since, by 
percentage recoupings, they can 
get beck their annual fees at least 
for the drst 10 years when Berle 
continues as an active performer. 
Since Texaco payrolls him person- 
ally at a reported $13,500 per pro- 
gram ‘and his guest-shots can call 
for elastic, astronomical fees), the 
reccuping to NBC-RCA is painless 
jlo Berle, during his continuing ac- 
| tive days as a trouper. It’s on the 
| 1ith-20th year range that Berle has 
_ the best of the deal, and his life 
, expectancy for the remaining 10 
| years (i.e. up to the 30th year of 
| his deal) put him way ahead. 





ideal is near the $1,500,000 mark, | 


in our business, it might be well to Prises Joey Faye, who will emcee, 
oe Bs em 0 a la bandleader Mickey Katz; | tronic corporation, this may be 

Dinah Goldberg & Irving Gross- | trade-interpreted as an insurance 
man, Yiddish musicomedy stars;| policy on “Tuesday night TV.” 
the Barton Bros., Adeline Nice, and (What Jack Benny’s switch to CBS 
Lane, plus some others. ‘did to NBC on Sundays is. the 
When Zeiger-Katz played their, measurement of comparison. Inci-“ 
“Borscht-Capades” at the Brandts’ | dentally, it was an open trade se- 
Roosevelt theatre, Miami Beach, on cret that William S. Paley & Co. 
percentage, that 41st St. house—a | were wooing Berle with an equally | 


have the distributors cited before 


the Un-American Activities Com- | 


mittee of Congress, and questioned 
as to what motives they have in 


view in continuing their uniform | 


policies of gouging exhibitors of 
film rentals that are entirely out 
of line with what is being taken in 
at the boxoffice.” 


From the viewpoint of the elec- 





Wood has invited every exhibitor former cinema— averaged $5,000 fabulous CBS deal.) | 


in Ohio to the protest meeting. 
whether he is a member of IOTA 
or not. 
corn peddlers or film salesmen 
around, Wood declares—just exhib- 
itors. He urgently requested 
every exhibitor to attend, saying “a 
small attendance . . . will encour- 


age the distributors to enlarge their | 


Present gouging methods.” 


There won't be any pop- 


as its weekly share of the gross.| Berle’s pact is terminated by | 
There were some reported differ- | death; CBS is reported to have | 
ences on sharing expenses, and this even offered an estate deal. 


iFilm Finance Corp. Paal_ will 
supply the American stars. He’s 
already signed Michael Anderson 
to direct. ; 

+ Distribution of “Cloudburst” has 
been set through Eagle Lion Clas- 
sics for the U. S. market. Release 
deals for the other’ ventures 
haven’t been worked out yet. 
Also. still to be negotiated is a 
U. S. distribution pact for “Tale 
of Five Cities,” which Paal made 
last year in association with Boris 
Morros and Maurice Wilson. 


Metro ‘Sold Out’ On 
The M-G-M Story’ 


Metro claims it’s “sold out” on 
“The M-G-M Story,” 56-minute 
institutional special which heralds 
the major’s upcoming product. 

All 450 prints of the film are 
reported to have been booked for 
the first month of its release. Pic 
goes to exhibs gratis. Takers so far 
have included the Interstate, Great 
State, Butterfield, Warner Bros. 
and Loew's chains. 


Twin City Area Demand 


Better Drive-in Clearance 
Minneapolis, March 20. 
Distributors here already are re- 
ceiving demands from operators of 
drive-in theatres in the Twin City 
| area and throughout the territory 
for better clearance than in previ- 
ous seasons. Several of the outdoor 








spots, in fact, are insisting on either | 
a split of major product with the | 
first-run conventfonal stands or at | 


least the right to bid for exclusive 
first-runs. 

On the other hand, a number of 
the ozoners, including those of the 
Minnesota Entertainment Enter- 
prises in the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
zone, plan to coatinue with the 
last-runs and oldies. The MEE 





is said to have inspired the theatre 
owners to engage in their own 
“Bagels & Yox” venture. 
tion methods on the advance bally- 
hoo, ads, ete., are said to have 
irked Zeiger-Katz to the degree 


'of threatening action of some sort. | 


,Prexy Joseph H. McConnell, RCA 
_veepee Emanue] Sacks and NBC 


Duplica- | general counsel Gus Margraf han- ins hereabouts, 


dled the negotiations for the cor- 
, poration. Wally Jordan and Nat 
| Lefkowitz, of the William Morris 
office, agented the deal. 


NBC | Comprises leading Twin City con- 


| ventional theatreowners, and it 
will operate five elaborate drive- 
The same policy 
has been highly successful the 
Past two seasons despite recent 
; competition from three new “in- 
'dependent” drive iris. 


Eastern Pa. Allied 
Ist Exhib Group To 
Take Sides Vs. NSS 


Philadelphia, March 20. 

Allied of Eastern Pennsylvania 
went on record at its general mem- 
bership meeting in the Broadwood 
Hotel last week (13) as the first ex. 
hibitor group to take sides against 
National Screen Service in the anti- 
trust suits against that firm now 
— in the U. S. District court 

ere. 


The action followed a long dis- 
cussion and the resolution approve. 
ing and offering moral support to 
the court action was passed by the 
overwhelming majority of 43-2. 


Action against NSS and the ma- 
jor distribs and producers was 
started by the Independent Poster 


lowed by a half-dozen postermen 
throughout the country. National 
attention and the interest of Al- 
lied was brought to the suit when 
counsel for the postermen 
lunched an exhibitor action which 
sought to enlist every theatre op- 
erator in the country as a litigant 
and a potential claimant for dam- 
ages from NSS. The exhibitor ac- 
tion* was kicked off by Max M. 
Korr, of Allentown, Pa., a member 
of Allied of Eastern Pennsylvania, 


The NSS issue took precedence 


meeting. Sidney Samuelson, presi- 
dent and general manager of Al- 
lied, sparked the support for the 
resolution, calling NSS a monopoly 
and reviewing the long fight of the 
indie exhibitor and the Govern- 
ment against all forms of monopoly 
in the film industry. 


Samuelson reminded his listen- 
ers that before NSS was started the 
distributors furnished free trailers 
and advertising accessories to ex- 
hibs, even on flat rental pictures. 
“When National Screen entered 
the trailer business, the cost was 
low. Later the cost increased, and 
still later when National Screen 
took over the accessory business, 
the cost increased still more. Mean- 
time, the quality of the trailers and 
advertising material decreased,” 
Samuelson charged. 


Though NSS has claimed that 
cost increases were due to rising 
operation charges the company was 
able to declare enormous dividends 
during 1949, the Allied president 
said. Film companies releasing 
their trailers through NSS receive 
huge royalties, he stated. 


Push Free Trailers 
At Indiana Allied 


Indianapolis, March 20. 

Trailers on a gratis basis were 
advocated by some directors at re- 
cent meé¢ting of Allied Theatre 
-Owners of Indiana’s board. Argu- 
ment was that in most other indus- 
tries, manufacturers were happy 
if a representative was able to get 
a retailer’s permission to set up an 
advertising display in a good loca- 
tion. It was further claimed that 
a merchant wasn’t asked to pay for 
a display that plugged the whole- 
saler’s product. 

Some directors took position that 
trailers helped biz and that exhibs 
should pay share of ballyhooing a 
picture. But proponents of the no- 
charge trailers insisted that prevue 
was only a small part of the ad 
program and that the exhib paid 
for everything else. Claim was 
that if. distrib paid for only the 
trailer, he’d still be contributing a 
minor share of the ad expense. 

Despite disagreement on issue, 
ATOI members were unanimous in 
believing distribs should not de- 
mand royalty payments from Na- 
tional Screen Service inasmuch 
as the film companies had turned 
the trailer-making job over to 
NSS to relieve themselves of a de- 
partment that was a continual loss. 








Film Reviews 
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. Caroline Cherie 


young count but circumstances 
keep them apart as she goes 
through a series of hectic adven- 
tures, with her battle one between 
faithfulness ani the flesh. She 
has four affairs before she is 
finally reunited with her true love. 

Pottier has given this_‘lowery 
direction but manages to hew a 
straight line in plot development. 
Lensing is good. Pic could stand 
some pruning for the U. S. Miss 
Carol is properly seductive as the 





abused Caroline. Mosk. 


4 


over all other matters at the Allied: 
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ie 
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Written by EARL BALDWIN 
Musical Direction by Rey Heindorf 


sendoff that makes a gala plus for 
your campaign. Watch the way 
it works at the Palace, 
Cincinnati March 28/ 
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| Wage 


Earners Seek Cap Gain | 


—— Continued from page 3 














ed funds to the college for its 
lensing. 

Denials of the Stedman charges 
have been made by a spokesman 
for the Foundation, who said the 
‘film had neither the intent nor ef- 


: i | i herland. 
rice generally agreed upon route is Clark Gable, who set UP | fect of satire, and by Sut 
vel 5 as and stockholders. | an indie outfit in partnership with} Producer said he merely tried to 


This was the case when Columbia | Wayne Griffin. Indie 


inked Irving Briskin to a seven- 


company | “point out the impossibility of 
skedded “Lone Star” as its first,! planning our lives from a central 


year employment pact as executive | with Vincent Sherman to direct | authority.” 


producer. | and M-G to distribute. 
Briskin was votea options to pur- | 


' 


have with 


starting July 1, 1953, at $14 per |Krasna - 


! 
share. Privilege ends three months Hughes at 
after he leaves Col or two years 
after termination of the _ pact, 
whichever comes first. 


production chief, and five other | th ir respective units. 
M-G toppers, as well as officials 





Important part of the deals 
chase 5,000 Col common shares, | Which Jerry Wald and Norma | merly was associated with Walt 
and Stanley | 
| Kramer inked with Col. stemmed 
'from tax considerations. Although 
| working on major lots, the pro- 
‘ducers collect only on their films’ | 

Similar deals have been given profits, measured, of course, by 
recently to Dore Schary, Metro'| the amount of stock they own in| 


Other four cartoons made by 





Disney, were: “Make Mine Free- 
dom.” dealing with free enterprise; 
“Meet King Joe,” concerning the 
capital-labor relationship; “Why 
Play Leap Frog,” focusing on 
| prices and wages, and “Albert in 
Blunderland,” a satire on the Rus- 
| Sian system. : 

| Three others now are in prepa- 











of United Paramount Theatres. Nu- 
merous other firms in the trade 
have been granting such option 


— to key personnel for some Loe Gentiansé trom teen 3 


Stockholder approval last week Sutherland, for Harding. M-G 
of Nate J. Blumberg’s new employ-| serves only as the distributor, as 
— nen act se Universal ies |i would with any other indie pro- 

ointed up another measure whica | ‘ - ‘ 
nas the effect of easing the rev-|dtcer with whom it enters a re- 
enooers’ big grab. Under this, leasing pact. 
arrangement payments to the exec| Touching off the fireworks in the 
are spread over a longer period | “pjans” instance, however, is the 
.~ “ a Sa a fact the short has been interpreted 
umberg’s deal gives him $1, e = aks 
weekly for five years, during which | = Stn quarters as treating of 
he gives his full time to U on an | Government agricultural planning 
eéclusive basis. However, he col-|in satirical fashion. Carrying this 
ee soe get weekly | thought still further, Alfred D. 
for the subsequent Sve years, be- Stedman, farm editor of the St. 


ginning in 1956, when he is to 1: : ; 
Sia : i\Paul (Minn.) Pioneer Press, ques- 
pi Me a3 8 consultant non-'tioned whether handling of the 
On the talent front, the capital ee —. psc ag nt eg Ban 
gains rans take another form. | ing to bat to knock the Govern- 
Hollywood formula provides for ment out of agriculture.” Stedman 
stars, directors and others to par- further tala “Plans” as a “one- 
ticipate in the ownership of the } sided editorial in pictures” and de- 
films they're working on, instead | jared its purpose was to sway 
of taking the entire payoff in| public opinion in a hotly-contested 
Salary. In this way they collect | ¢ m issu 
capital gains income as the pix | *#™ sue. » 
reap profits. This has the added ‘Hits at Price System 
benefit of easing the pressure on Editor alleged the short hits 
the producer when he’s angling specifically at the farm production 
production financing. ) and prices system advanced by 
Further, there’s the tax-saving | Secretary of Agriculture Charles 
device of setting up independent F. Brannan, known popularly as 
production units, stock profits|the Brannan Plan. Also linked in 
from which are chalked up as|the pic’s production is the Alfred 
capital gains. Latest to take this| P. Sloan Foundation which grant- 
—————————E——E—E———{>—>__>_—_—__LL—L——— 


Metro Cartoon 























JOSEPHINE BAKER 


‘ Currently STRAND, New York 


HARRY HERSHFIELD (N. Y. Mirror) says—“Josephine Baker at 


the Strand—now We know where the power comes from th 
on those Broadway lights.” po m that turns 


. Personal Management: NED SCHUYLER 
See Page 53 





s' ration, centering respectively on 


profits, taxes and inflation. M-G’s 
pacts with Harding have been on a 
single-pic basis. Distrib has made 
no commitments for the future, as 
| yet. 
| 











| os Continued from page $3 











on RKO-operation for the last year, 


and these have been provided by | 


| Hughes. 
| While negotiating on the swap, 
Greene is also anxious to get favor- 
able word from the Justice Dept. 
‘on its study of the directorate. Al- 
| though Hughes is supposed to have 
ino further connection with the the- 
atres, having put his stock in trus- 
|teeship, Greene group maintains 
ithat his appointment of the five- 
i'man directorate violates the di- 
}vorcement decree. 
If Philip Marcus, who is handling 
film matters for the D. of J., finds 
ithe board appointments: were in 
| contravention of the decree, pre- 
liminary steps will probably consist 
of confalbs with Hughes’ reps on a 
change. Should Hughes refuse, 
Marcus is expected to go into court 
| to force the issue. 

Prospects of a proxy fight or 
other legal maneuvers to unseat 
Hughes from his control of RKO 
Management appear to have van- 
ished now. Wall street operators 
who held large blocks of the stock 
have been incensed by Hughes’ pol- 
icies for a long time and there 
were many rumors on the street a 
soar months ago that they’d fight 

im. 








A&C Pattern 


Continued from page 5 


years that there is no problem. It 
agrees, as a matter of fact, that 
better distribution terms can prob-| 
ably be had on the completed prod- 
uct. 

Deal between the bank and the 
actor-producers is still in the earli- 
est talk stages, but since there is 
basic agreement it is thought that 
it will probably be consummated. 
Pic is being made by A&C under 
their new deal with Universal 
which provides that for each pic 
they appear in for that studio they 
can make one on their own. 

An incentive for making films 
without lining up release first is 
“At War With the Army,” Dean 
Martin-Jerry Lewis starrer which 
was co-produced by Abner J. Gresh- 
ler. Greshler made a deal with 
Paramount upon completion of 
the pic under which he received 
$800,000 cash—twice as much as 
the negative cost—against a per- 
centage. Success of the film has 
a Par an easy profit on the 

ea 


Home 16m Down 


Continued frem page 5 


pix, new medium has not affected 
the market for special groups. As- 





f.| sociation Films, Inc., which has 


handled’ 16m bookings for youth 
organizations, churches, etc., for 
several years, reports an increase 
‘\in volume. Rentals last January 
were up 15% over January, 1950, 
while February bookings climbed 
10% above the same month last 
year. 

Other outlets report that special 
group engagements are holding 
| Steady, with little deviation in vol- 
(ume from year to year. One 16m 
film library, however, said it had 








| Since television offers variety of 
(entertainment gratis, demand for 
‘home projector films has dwindled 








, almost to the zero point. 


Sutherland who, incidentally, for- | 


RKO Theatre Probe || 
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'n’ Cold 0’Seas Coi 
ot ‘in bo as Coin 
Continued from page 5 daenecsekew 
with Gilbert Symon, of the Eco-; being disclosed, it is understood 
nomic Cooperation Administration. | that something like $1,500,000 is 
German coin received by the Yank | involved. More than half this total 


firms is via convertibility guaran- | is being unfrozen for U. S. produc- 
tees provided by the ECA. tion in France, 


American companies receive Under terms of the agreement, 
$25,000 in convertibility as a con- | British earnings iced in Europe can 
tribution toward the negative cost| be exchanged for frozen. sterling 
of each pic they send into Ger-|held by the Hollywood outfits in 
many, plus about $6,000 in print| London. In this way British and 
costs for black and white pix or | American producers are able to ex- 
$11,000 for Technicolor. Approxi-| change their blocked earnings and 
mately 95 films are being shipped | foreign currency made available in 
into the Reich this year. | the countries where it is needed. 


Pact Expires Aug. 31 aie 
TV Competition. 


Pact expires Aug. 31, and MPAA 
Continued from page 5 
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aims to renew it on the same terms. | 
| They provide, among other things, 
| that convertibility is at the official | 


|rate of 4.23 marks to the dollar.' ness in Canada, which he visited 
| Open market rate is about 8'2 to’ last week, is particularly good in 
the dollar. ‘comparison to a year ago. Davis 

ECA must screen and approve asserted. Australia-New Zealand 
pron Fae a — in . | biz is also up, he added. 
contributing toward .promotion o 
| the demecratic way of life in Ger-| Davis was in bo ft gl four 
|many. O’Hara and McCarthy have | — pd rage ni ‘ A ' U Romer 
maintained in their contacts with |WiCe 8a a c oly niversal, 
the Government agency that films| pons oe Rank —_ here 
do this job at a small fraction of | ee D hs ne a pn 
Che pee — oes ¢ —_— other | of the u sales organization in the 
media as radio, magazines or news | Real cok ace ith vig agedbon 
ae he ‘ber of exhibs. 


Italian situation, which was one | 
of the easiest in Europe up until He flew-back to England last 
| last spring, is now utterly impossi- | Thursday (15) and will return May 
ble on remitting of coin. Rome} 22 with Rank, when latter arrives 
officials have refused permission | for his annual visit. 
for any sort of compensation deals, Exhib talks were very encourag- 
and have watched film funds close-| ing regarding prospects of British 
ly to prevent any of them getting | pix in this country, he declared. 
out. Thus the more than $6,000,-| Theatremen were beginning to re- 
000 has piled up in frozen lire. alize that an audience could be 
Metro alone, it revealed last; built for foreign films if they are 
week, has $1,000,000 in deep freeze | played regularly, he said, and he 
in Italy. That’s accumulated in| sees the prospect of opening many 
the past six months, since virtually | new accounts outside of New York. 
all unthawed monies before that Rank Organization will stick to 
went into production of “Quo its plan of producing 18 to 20 films 
Vadis” there. : | this year, Davis stated. He added 
It is hoped that arrival of an) that he saw no prospect of building 
Italian film and governmental dele-| up the output in the future, plan 
gation in New York next Thursday | being to restrict production to what 
(27) will be an initial step toward | can be turhed out on a quality 


arriving at a deal for rtd be at reasonable budgets. 


funds. The reps are guests of the 
MPAA May Meet 


American companies and will get | 
Continued from page 3 

















a first-hand look at the distribution- 
exhibition situation here. It is ex- 
| pected that it will become evident | 
that. it is impossible under the dis- 
tribs’ setup or under U.S. law for 





| and income from Italian pix in this 
\country. Italians have wanted such 
| guarantees as the price of relent- 


| the companies to guarantee playoff dle should the previous day’s proxy 


session not come off. 


Only chore facing the member- 
ship is election of the directors. 


| rented only four features and one | 
|short subject for home consump- | 
'tion since the first of the year. | 


ing on remittance of coin from|And the directors’ principal job 
Rome. next week is election of officers. 
Since both the same board and 
same officers are to be renamed, 
London, March 20, | Whole deal is merely a technicality. 
A substantial amount of frozen| A further “if” added to the 
British currency on the continent | whole thing is possibility that the 
of Europe is being thawed by Hol- | association won't even be able to 
lywood majors under the agree-| get enough members together to 
ment made last year, with govern- | hold the board meeting. A number 
ment consent, between the Motion | of company prexies are vacationing 
Picture Assn. of America and the|in Florida or elsewhere and ses- 
British Film Producers Assn. sions depend on return of a quo- 
Although official figures are not ‘rum to New York. 


REPLATE YOUR o& 
OWN SILVER ~AS 


Silvaplate Cerp., N. Y. 
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|... 5 minutes! 
Silvaplate 
remarkable siiver-plating liquid. 


A-GLOSS* 
MIRACLE SILVER POLISH 





= on pause” Just Rub On With a Cloth 
Rub on—let dry—wige off) | ond TE eS ae 
30 Seconds. No Rinsing Gives article of copper, brass, or 
16a, 9-75 Tesdiee ah cee Hoensgieied beeen 
‘ Hes countioss other uses and saves 

(32-41. OF io oitestion cloths] | c00tly replating bills 








It’s really miraculous end seld with « 
 money-beck guarantee! ~ 

4-ez. size $4. 8-0n. ECONOMY SIZE 

includes 12 SILVA-CLOTHS (handy ep- 

plication cloths) only $7. 


Check or M. 0. postpaid 


LITTLE GREY FIXIT SHOP 


“We Mend All But Broken Heartsi” (R) 
Art Objects, Silver, China, Glass, Jewelry, Ete. 
Dept. VR-321, 1300 Madison Ave. (93nd) N. Y. 28, AT 9-4026 


| EXCELLENT FOR USE ON AM AND TV BLECTRICAL CONTACT POINTS. 
| TOUCHING UP WORN CHROME-PLATED BRASS EQUIPMENT, ETC, 


*T.M. Insist on 
enuine SILVA- 
LATE & SILVA- 

GLOSS, products of 

Silvaplate Corp. 
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“Relita’s blade-flashing brilliance.” 
* LOGAN GOURLAY. 
SUNDAY EXPRESS, Dec. 22nd. 
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Clips From Film Row 





NEW YORK 


Arthur Davis, foreign film dis- 
trib, off to Detroit, Chicago and 
Kalamazoo to set up bookings and 
publicity tieups for his German im- 
port, “Joseph Schmidt Story.” 

Both sons of E. K. (Ted) O’Shea, 
Paramount veepee, are back in the 
service. James O’Shea, former Air 
Force captain and fighter pilot, has 
been recalled for active duty. His 
brother is a U.S. Marine lieuten- 
ant, now in Korea. 

In a series of promotions, Loew’s 
Theatres moved Helen Lupo from 
manager of Loew’s Broadway to 
the - Sheridan, 
Helgeson, resigned to move to 
California. Edward Schwartz 
transfers from the 116th Street to 
the Broadway. 
upped from assistant at the Para- 
dise to acting manager of the 
Kameo, replacing Mrs. Dorothy 
Solomon, who moves to Loew’s 46th 
Street as manager. Morris Tanney, 
46th Street manager, transfers to 
the Alpine. * 


ALBANY 


Six first-run circuit theatres in 
Albany, Troy and Schenectady 
hiked week night admission prices 
5c and Saturday night and Sunday 
prices 6c. The WB Palace and 
Fabian Palace here; Proctor’s, 
Fabian, and the WB Troy in Troy; 
Protcor’s and the State in Schenec- 
tady, all are now chargfng 70c 
weeknights, with 80c Saturday 
night and Sunday. 

Herb Gaines, Warner salesman 
in this exchange district for two 
years, transferred to Buffalo as city 
salesman. 

The Colonial, closed in last Jan- 
uary by Harry Eisenstein, of New 
York, will be reopened soon with 
“Cyrano” at roadshow scale and 
with Attorneys Jack Olshansky, of 
Albany, and J. Stephen (Jack) Holt, 
of New York. as operators. 

Louis Goldstein resigned as 
assistant film buyer for Schine 
circuit in Gloversville, and may 
become a drive-in operator in the 
Mohawk Valley. His duties will 
be handled by Bernard Diamond 
and William Kraemer. Diamond, 
one-time booker, is now director 
of personnel. Kraemer is head 
booker and zone manager. 


BOSTON 


Charles E. Kurtzman, northeast- 
ern dwision manager of Loew’s, 
Inc., elected head of Suffolk county 
chapter of National Foundation for 
Infantile Paralysis. 

Mel Strauss in town setting up 
publicity for “Tales of Hoffman” 
opening in April at Majestic. 

New England Theatres headquar- 
ters moving from Scollay Square to 
Metropolitan building April 1. 


Cobb theatre, fourth pic house 


built in Hub, shuttered recently. 
Rialto in Scollay Square, gutted 
by fire several years ago, being 
readied for reopening. 
_One of country’s greatest show- 
biz landmarks, the old B. F. Keith 
_—_—_——— 
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TRAVEL AGENTS RECOGNIZED 


BW NAPA VALLEY 


CABERNET SAUVIGNON 








From “Beaulieu”... the de Latour 
estate in Napa Valley, California, 
come several of the world’s fine 
wines. Try this BV claret from 
tare Cabernet Sauvignon grapes. 


Beaulieu Vineyard - Rutherford, Calif. 


replacing Douglas | 


Robert Camman } 


here, purchased by the Herald- 
Traveler Corp. Present plans call 
for it being razed for future ex- 
pansion of the plant when building 
restrictions are eased. House, built 
in 1894 and one of the plushier 
ones on the Keith-Albee Circuit, 
| dropped vaude in 1928 when RKO 
‘interests opened the newer 3,500- 
| seat Memorial a few doors away 
and inaugurated a straight pic 
policy. The vaude policy moved 
across the street to the RKO 





Boston, 
| ST. LOUIS 

The Town, a new 500-seater, 
Flora, Ill., operated by Flora 


Amus. Co., opened March 17. 


liam Theatre Co. unit, undergoing 
a facelifting. 


The Rodgers, Carbondale, 


Ill., hiked its admish scale for 
adults. : ; 
George W. Martin appointed 


‘manager of Capitol, McLeansboro, 
\Ill., soon to be lighted after being 
‘dark while getting facelift. 

Fred Bleyer, Jr., resigned from 


Frisina Amus. Co., to become man- | 


ager of Bond, Greensville, Ill., Al- 
lied Theatres unit. 


Sam Pirtle, Jerseyville, Ill., ex-' 


hib convalescing in a St. Louis 
hospital after third major opera- 
tion in less than a year. 

Robert Jones, Metro Southern 
Illinois salesman, resigned to join 
a Detroit theatre circuit. 

Howard Albertson moved from 


manager of the Union to the Ava- | 


lon, both St. Louis Amus. Co. 
houses. : 

Robert Jones, St. Louis Metro 
salesman, resigned to join United 
Detroit Theatres Corp. 

“Buck” Spalding, one of owners 
of Flora, Ill, Amusement Co., 
tossed his chapeau into ring, seek- 
ing job of mayor of that town in 
the April election. ; 

Vince Shomaker, Centralia, Ill., 
purchased a 50% interest in Tri- 
angle Film Co., St. Louis, from 
Cliff Mentle. ; 

William Humphrey, of Chicago, 
here as office manager, a newly- 
created job at Warners St. Louis 
exchange. 


| CHICAGO 


Ben Elrod, former Warner’s city 
sales manager, takes over this week 
as Republic branch manager. A. H. 
Fischer, former branch chief, was 
upped recently to division man- 
‘ ager. 

Herman Robbins and George 
Denbow in town last week for Na- 
tional Screen Service confab at the 
| Drake. . 
| Len Utecht, formerly .with Ess- 

aness circuit, is new flack for 
/Manor Amus. Co. , ; 

| Four of 13 local drive-ins kicked 
off new season over weekend. They 
are the Twin Open-Air, Drive-in, 
Starlite and Double Drive-In. 

Si Griever, indie ozoner booker, 

will book for 17 ozoners this season. 


PITTSBURGH 


Manos circuit has named four 
district managers in Western Penn- 
sylvania and West Virginia areas. 
Francis Aiello will have charge of 
Tarentum, Vandegrift and Jean- 
ette; John Cousscule is to super- 
vise theatres in Inuiana, Hollidays- 
burg and Homer City; V. L. Wad- 
kins, in addition to heading Manos 
concession sales and service, will 
oversee Ellwood City, Monessen 
and Latrobe. Nick Giovan con- 
tinues in West Virginia to manage 
chain’s two houses in Elkins and 
supervise Grafton. 


Roxy in Martinsburg, W. Va., 
taken under lease by Lester Hou- 
sel of Roaring Springs. House 
formerly was operated by: Blatt 
Bros. circuit. 


Pete DeFazio, just promoted by 
Warners from manager of Buffalo 
exchange to head of the Washing- 
ton Branch, is a brother of Sam 
DeFazio, long-time house manager 
for Harris circuit here. 


Gabe Rubin, owner of Art Cine- 
ma, where “Bitter Rice” is now in 
its 12th week, took over distribu- 
tion of this Italian pic in this area. 

_A former Film Row girl, Phyllis 
Sidney, sang the role of Micaela 
here with the Pittsburgh Opera Co. 
She formerly was with RKO ex- 
change. 


H. G. Pattison, controller at 
Manos Theatre circuit homeoffice 
for last five years, resigned. 

With the closing of the Folly in 
Erie, Boyd G. Neyland is retiring 
from exhibition; will remodel the- 
atre into apartment house. 


William Nidetch, Claysburg ex- 
ihib, and Harry Horoff, Portage ex- 





The Williams, Union, Mo., a Wil- | 


Ill., | 
owned by Rodgers Theatres, Cairo, | 


hibitor, 
in East 
Altoona. . an 3 

Ed Schafer of Dipson circuit, 
formerly staff assistant at Brad- 
ford, now manager of companys 
Abbott in Buffalo. 


MINNEAPOLIS 


Bill Mussman, Paramount sales 
| manager, back from Florida jaunt. 
| Louis Orlove, Metro exploiteer, 
'in from Milwaukee and piloting 
‘air line stewardess as_ publicity 
istunt for “Three Guys Named 
'Mike” at Radio City. 

Irving Mills, formerly at Eagle 
Lion, took over .at Columbia as 
office manager, succeeding Bill 
Wood, promoted to sales staff. 
| Succession of blizzard, deep 
{snow and icy roads, coupled with 
| sub-zero temperatures, make going 
' tough for film salesmen who cover 
territory in their autos.* 

St. Louis Park, ace suburban 
house, turned down distributors’ 
offer to be permitted to bid com- 
petitively with nearby Uptown and 
Edina for 28-day run, in place of 
present 35. 

Triple features on Sundays, as 
well as other days, are breaking 
out in local neighborhood houses. 
Princess, independent uptown 
theatre, recently offered “Panic in 
Streets,” “Cariboo Trail’ and re- 
issue of ‘“Tillie’s Punctured Ro- 
mance,” along with usual newsreel. 

“King Solomon’s Mines,” which 
‘recently ran six weeks at Gopher, 
downtown here, and since has 
played nabe houses, brought back 
for second loop run by Pix, sure- 
seater. 

A fourth local nabe and suburb- 
an theatre, the indie Hollywood, 
granted 35-day clearance. 


DALLAS 


Fostered by the Allied Theater 
Owners Assn., 15 drive-in opera- 
tors in Dallas county have banded 
together and pooled their ad budg- 
ets to inaugurate a big campaign 
to sell the public on “go to a Drive- 
In tonight.” If project is success- 
ful, ATO may foster campaigns in 
Houston, San Antonio and other 
large ozoner areas. 

Harold S. Gilbert, son of Al 
Lever, city manager in Houston 
for Interstate Theatre Circuit, 
called into the service. 

Clarence H. Ross, manager of 
the Broadway in San Antonio for 
Interstate, recalled to active duty 
with the Air Force. As a major 
jhe will be chief of personnel serv- 
{ices at Walker Air Force Base, 
[een New Mexico. 


| CLEVELAND 


| Paul Bader, owner of Memphis 
theatre, inked deal with Casino 
| Film Exchange of N. Y. calling for 
| booking of a complete German film 
| program four days every week. 
| House made German pix a perma- 
/nent policy following a brief trial 
_ with such product. 

| Admission prices for roadshow 
| run of “Cyrano” at 704-seat Lower 
Mall were cut after Community 
| Circuit owners of house beefed to 
'Stanley Kramer Distributing Co. 
about high prices huting film’s 
'chances here. On first week the 
pic did sluggish $4,500 at $1.80 top 
for matinees and $2.40 at night. 


PHILADELPHIA .- 


Taking advantage of continuing 
press for “All About Eve,” Harold 
Seidenberg, managing director of 
the Fox here, brought back the film 
for a fast return date. 

Amusement taxes here for 1950 
totaled $3,589,201, as compared 
with $4,261,105 for 1949,. according 
to the report issued by the city 


treasurer. 
(N. J.) Township 


urchased Freedom Tavern 
Freedom, 10 miles south of 





Moorestown 
Commission passed an _ ordinance 
ate gg | commercial amuse- 
;ments on Sunday: The community 
i\has one theatre, the Criterion, 
| which for several weeks had run 
in defiance of the old Moorestown 
regulations. New ordinance car- 
ries a penalty of a $200 fine or 90 
days in jail, or both. 


OMAHA 
Latest theatre closings were in 
Emerson and Macedonia, both in 
Iowa, and Gretna, Neb. These fol- 





Omaha territory. However, several 
houses may be reopened shortly. 
The 40th Street here, owned by 
Ralph Goldberg, reopens soon after 
closing during Lent. Three thea- 
tres, now closed, may be turned 
into some other kind of biz. 

Opening of the $125,000 Center 
Theatre in city’s growing south- 
west section is an indication of 
continuing confidence in theatres 
in the face of an area which now 
has 70,166 TV sets. The 725-seater 
was built by Walter Creal, who for 
some years operated the Beacon 
on the far north side. ll this 
‘despite fact that four neighbor- 
soow have dropped out since last 
\ ° 





-|Slow $3,000. 


low several other shutterings in the | $5,500 





BOSTON 


(Continued from page 8) 
“Wicked City’ (ELC). Mild $11,- 
'000 shapes. Last week, “Climb 
/Highest Mountain” (20th) and 
“Hue and Cry” (Indie), $14,000. 
| Metropolitan (NET) (4,367; 40- 
/85)—"Great Missouri Raid” (Par) 
_and “Navy Bound” (Mono). Light 
| $11,000. 
| Strikes Twice” 
' Fireball” (Rep), $10,500. 
| Orpheum (Loew) 
|—“‘Vengeance Valley” (M-G) and 
| “Big Fix” (Indie). Best in town 
'with trim $16,000. Last week, 
i“Born Yesterday” (Col) (4th wk), 
| $12,000. 








Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85) tember 
(20th) | $12,500. 


| 

|'—“Sword Monte Cristo” ) 
land “Mask of Dragon” (Lip). 
| About $10,000. Last week, “Red- 
|head and Cowboy” (Par) 
| “Missing Women” (Rep), 
| State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
i “Vengeance Valley” (M-G) and 
i“Big Fix” (Indie). Dull $7,500. 
| Last week, “Grounds for Marriage” 
\(M-G) and “Cockeyed Wonder” 
| (Col), $8,500. 


Pitt in B.0. Doldrums; 
‘Mo. Raid’ Drab $11,000, 
Tarzan’s Peril’ OK 86 


Pittsburgh, March 20. 
It is Holy Week, and that is the 
| baxoffice story here currently. Some 








ce neem lec i es tl tn i A A ne 


Picture Grdsses 





Last week, “Lightning | while “Gambling House” 
(WB) and “Cuban pig at Princess. 


‘“Grounds for Marriage” 


and | “Dallas” (WB) (2d wk). 
$11,500. |$11,000 following socko first at 





‘Gambling’ Big $15,000, 
Mont’l; ‘Highway’ 136 


Montreal, March 20. 
Three new entries are perking 
up biz here this stanza. “Grounds 
for Marriage” at Palace looks good 
shapes 
“Highway 301” 


(3.000: 40-85) looks strong at Imperial. 


Estimates for This Week 
Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60) — 
(M-G), 
Good $17,000." Last week, “Sep. 
Affair” (Par) (2d wk), 


Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60) — 
Off to 


| $17,000. 





| 


j 


Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60) — 
“Gambling House” (RKO). _ Big 
$15,000. Last week, “Break- 
through” (WB), same. 

Loew’s (C.7.) (2,855; 40-65) — 
“Mudlark” (20th) (2d wk). Fair 
$13,000 after solid first at $19,500. 

Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 34-60) — 
“Highway 301” (WB) and “Our Re- 
lations’ (WB). Strong $13,000. 
Last week, “Flying Missile” (Col) 
and “Texan Meets Jane” (Col), 
$9,000. 

Orpheum (C.T.) (1,048; 34-60) — 
“City Lights” (UA) (reissue) and 
“Counterspy Scotland Yard” (UA) 
(2d wk). Steady $8,000 after rous- 


| pix did get in fairly good opening ing first at $10,500. 


| two days, which will help tide them 
‘over but for the most part the out- 
| look is very grim. Penn with “Great 
Missouri Raid,” should get top 
‘coin but light. “Tarzan’s Peril” 


teed off strongly at Warner and 


{may stay in the black. Stanley 
i|has a couple of Errol Flynn 
| oldies, “Virginia City” 


| 


! 





and any new entry. 





Buffalo Very Sluggish; 
‘Redhead’ Mild $10,000 


Buffalo, March 20. 
Biz is way off here this session. 
“Redhead and Cowboy,” mildish 
at Paramount, looms as good as 
“Steel Helmet” 


| “Dodge City,” which will do about also is mild at the Buffalo. 


| as well as anything else. 
Estimates for This Week 


finals,, but impossible to tell yet 


peal. Barely okay $5,500. 


wk), $6,500. 


Harris (Harris) (2,200; 50-85)— 
“Stage to Tucson” (Col). In for 


opening Friday (23). In abbrevi- 
ated session will be lucky to do 
$4,500, sad. Last week, “Groom 
Wore Spurs” (U), in 5 days, and 
“Man Who Cheated” (Col), in 4, 
only $8,000. 

Penn (Loew’s) (3,300; 50-85)— 
“Great Missouri Raid” (Par). Hold- 
ing over 2 extra days in order to 
se house on a Friday opening (23) 
or Vic Damone show. ‘Drab $11,000 

in extended stanza. Last week, “3 
Guys Named Mike” (M-G), also 9 
days, $13,000. 
% Stanley (WB) (3,800; 50-85)— 
Virginia City” (WB) and “Dodge 
, City” (WB) (reissues). Lean $8,000 
but almost as good as some new 
pix. Last week, “Lightning Strikes 
Twice” (WB), $9,000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 50-85)— 
“Tarzan’s Peril” (RKO). Kiddies 
giving this one a strong play and 
with Easter vacation coming up, 
may do surprising good $8,000 or 
near. Last week, “The Enforcer” 
(WB) (m.o.), $5,000. 


SEATTLE 


(Continued from page 8) 
ball” (Rep) (2d wk), fairish $6,600. 

Music Box (Hamrick) (850; 65- 
90)—“Magnificent Yankee” (M-G). 
Last week, “Trio” 
(Par) (3d wih), $3,100. 

Music Hall (Himrick) (2,200; 65- 
90)—“‘3 Guys Named Mike” (M-G) 
and “Inside Hollywood” (M-G). 
Big $10,000. Last week, “Light- 
ning Strikes Twice” (WB), slow 

’ e e 


Orpheum (Hamrick) (2,600; 65- 
90)—“Groom Wore Spurs” (U) and 
Mask of Dragon” (Lip). Slow 
$6,500 in 6 days. Last week, 
Raton , Pass” (WB) and “Missing 
, Woman a not good $6,700. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 50-$1) 
—‘“Joan of Arc” (RKO) and “Mr. 
'Universe” (EL) (2d runs) 
local vaude show. Fair. $ 
Last week, “Montezuma” 
and “Frenchie” (U) 
mild $3,300 at 45-70c scale. 














$8,000. Last week, “Great Missouri 
|Raid” (Par) and “Navy Bound” | 
\(Mono), only $8,000 in 10 days, 





(2d runs), | 


Paramount (Evergreen) (3,039; | 
65-90) — “Mudlark” (20th) and. 
“Gasoline Alley” (Mono). Lean 


what this is going to mean since | “Redhead 
amateur fighters have limited ap- | Mildish $10,000 or near. Last week, 


. Last |“Molly” (Par) and “Quebec” (Par), 
week, “Steel Helmet” (Lip) (2d | $9,500. 


only 5 days, with “Valentino” (Col) | $8,000 





Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70) — 


i“Steel Helmet” (Lip) and “Mag- 

Fulton (Shea) (1,700; 50-85)— | nificent. Yankee” (M-G).  Offish 
“Sword Monte Cristo” (20th). '$10,500. Last week, “Climb High- 
Started TV showings, too, last est Mountain” (20th) and “Big 


night (Mon.) with Golden Gloves. Fix” (EL), mild $12,000. 


Paramount (Par) (3,000; 40-75)— 
and Cowboy” (Par). 


Center (Par) (2,100; 40-75)— 
“Dodge City” (WB) and “Virginia 
City” (WB) (reissues). Firm 


8,000. Last week, “Sword Monte 
Cristo” (20th), $7,200. 

Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
“Al Jennings Oklahoma” (Col) and 
“My True Story” (Indie). NSG 
$10,000 or less. Last week, “Yank 
in Korea” (Col) and “Operation 
X” (Col), $11,500. 

Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
70)—‘“Salerno Beachhead” (Lip) 
and “Fighting Sullivans” (Lip) 
(reissues). Okay $8,000. Last week, 
“Oh, Susanna” (Rep) and “Belle 


‘Le Grand” (Rep), $7,500. 





New York Theatres 
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“ROYAL WEDDING” 
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> Color by TECHNICOLOR 
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RADIO 








The “raiding season” appears 
among the networks. Only this 


ABC'S ALL-OU 


Business 


to be on in full force again 
time the stakes are gilt-edged 


rather than mere blue chips. The ABC overtures to romance a 
wholesale block buy of afternoon programming from NBC at 
bargain-basement prices represent a new trend in mass jockey- 
ing for sponsorship coin. Indicative, too, of the spreading raid- 
ing fever is the CBS acquisition of the Pepsi-Cola-sponsored 
Phil Regan show from NBC, and the Tintair transfer of allegi- 
ance from CBS*to NBC of its Somerset Maugham video dramatic 


stanza. 
The eyeing-with-envy of other 


network properties stems from 


the current economic uncertainties which find the webs play- 
ing around with more sustaining radio time than they care to 
be reminded of. A few years back radio was going through the 
same cycle of stalemated activity, with a resultant switchover 
of accounts and programming from one network to.another as 


the sales boys were dreaming up 
away from rival webs. 


new angles for luring sponsors 


Now they’re at it again—in spades. Instead of applying the 


same energies and ingenuity in 


the creation of new program 


ideas, and talent development, and displaying a resourcefulness 
in “selling” radio as a still vitally potent and effective sales 


medium in order to attract new 


and untapped business (NBC’s 


“roadshowing” of its newly-promulgated sales. presentation is a 
commendable step in this direction), too many broadcasters pre- 
fer to play the “angles” and attract old clients at the expense of 


rival broadcasters. 


It’s bad business, bad show business, and hardly calculated to 
elevate radio’s stature in the eyes of the advertisers. 





Tax on NY. Studio Audiences Urged To 
Aid Legit; Excises on Sets Decried 





Washington, March 20. + 

The House Ways and Means; 
Committee was urged last week to 
tax the studio audiences of radio 
and TV stations and webs, and to 
turn down the administration’s re- 
quest that the 10% manufacturers’ 
excise on radio and TV receivers be 
increased to 25%. 

The committee, working on the 
new tax bill, heard the somewhat 
conflicting proposals from James F. 
Reilly, executive director of the 
League of New York Theatres; and | 
spokesman for the radio-TV set! 
manufacturers and retailers. 

Reilly urged that the free studio 
audiences be socked to protect 
legit from “unfair competition.” He 
pointed out that the number of 
legit theatres in New York has de- 
clined from 68 to 30 since 1930. 
Since 1937, he added, 14 former 
New York legit theatres have con- 
verted their 16,955 seating capacity 
into studios for radio or TV. 

“It must be borne in mind, too,” 
continued Reilly, “that these thea- 
tres are filled several times daily 


- (Continued on page 30) 








COBURN-‘CAN’T TAKE IT’ 


SERIES PREPPED BY NBC 


NBC is. auditioning a new airer, 
“You Can’t Take It With You,” 
based on the George S. Kaufman 
legiter. Vehicle will star Charles 
Coburn in the role of “Gramps.” 

Web is cutting initial platter on 
the Coast, with J. Donald Wilson 
(ex-ABC program veepee) direct- 
ing. Show is a William Morris 
Agency package. 


NBC Execs Hint 
At Counter-Move 
On ABC Raid Bid 


Top NBC execs flatly declined 
to comment this week on what 
measures they would take to fight 





157 DISCOUNT 
TO NBC GLIENTS 


ABC network, launching a mass 
raiding attack this week on NBC’s 
entire four-heur block of daytime 
soap operas via offers of a 45% 
time discount and “program con- 
tributions,” frankly conceded that 
they’re raiding. But, in answer to 
charges from competing webs that 
they’re cutting the ground out from 
under radio, they claimed their 
raiding is not new to the industry. 
Other webs have been guilty of 
similar moves in the past, they 
said, reprising the “people who 
live in glass houses” maxim. 


All-out assault on NBC’s com- 
plete cross-the-board block from 2 
to 6 p.m., which represents 20 
hours of programming per week, 
is grounded on the fact that ABC’s 
commercial schedule is completely 
barren from 12:30 to 17:30 p.m. 
Mondays through Fridays. Web ex- 
ecs figured that soapers would rep- 
resent the only way to get back 
into the daytime picture on a pay- 
ing basis and, as a result, dumped 
the policy established some six 
years ago of banning the house- 
wives’ serials from their airwaves. 
“We looked around and found that 
the strongest soap operas on the 
air were those in NBC’s afternoon 
block and those are the ones we 
want to get,” one ABC exec said. 


He claimed that any attempt to 
build new shows would represent 
a hefty investment in time and 
money. In addition, he said, a “sus- 
taining network,” such as ABC-rep- 
resents during afternoon hours, is 
in a bad position ratingwise and, 
too, affiliate stations would be im- 
patient if forced to give up some 
lucrative local sponsors in order to 
take the net’s soapers and then 
wait for bankrollers to step in. 
Also, he said, it would be extremely 
difficult to line up sponsors for 
anything but a program block, 
since each individually would be 
adverse to teeing off in an “island” 
position. “By proposing that these 
shows move in a block,” he said, 
“nobody will be forced to play the 
pioneer and they would all retain 
their basic strength.” 


ABC radio veepee Ernest L. 
Jahncke emphasized that the offer 
has been made only to the specific 
programs, sponsors and agencies on 
NBC’s daytime block and is not a 
blanket offer to the industry. In- 
volved, he said, are six clients and 
seven agencies. Sponsors buying 
the deal would get a 45% time dis- 
count on the $16,500 standard gross 
charge for a 15-minute show cross- 
the-board on a partially-full net- 
work of about 215. stations, plus a 
contribution of $1,000 towards pro- 


14 UN Members Set loff the attempted raid by ABC on 
|their daily four-hour block of 


For New CBS Series. 


a 
New public service series, in| 


which top officials of the United | 
Nations will state their govern- | 
ments’ policy on various world 
problems, has been set by CBS for 
early Saturday evening airing, 
starting March 31. Titled “The 
Price of Peace,” and to be produced 
by the web’s pub affairs division in 
cooperation with the UN, the series 
1s to be broadcast simultaneously 
throughout the world via disks re- 
corded in advance. It’s slated for 
broadcast in some 25 different lan- 
guages. 

_Fourteen-week series will pro- 
vide an opportunity for the chiefs 
of UN delegations from 14 different 
countries to be heard. Included in 
the prospective lineup is Jacob A. 
Malik, head of ‘the Soviet delega- 
tion, although he hasn’t yet con- 
firmed that he will be willing to 
Participate. On the list, in addition 
to Malik, are UN representatives 
of the other Big Five countries, in- 
cluding the U. S., England, France 
and China, with the other nine to’ 
be selected by the UN. 

Show, which will replace tem- 
porarily CBS’ “Memo from Lake 
Success,” is to be aired on the net- 
work outside N. Y. from 6:15 to 
6:30 p. m., Saturdays. Show will 
be broadcast one hour earlier on | 








WCBS, the web’s key N. Y. outlet. | 
It is avafiable ‘for sponsorship.” 


) Whitehall. 


soap operas. While claiming that 
they’re “not too worried” about the | the 45% discount would apply to 
ABC attack, they also indicated the standard gross of $15,000, with 
that they’re cooking up some kind | a program contribution of $750 per 
of a counter-offer to retain their | quarter-hour show per week. 
sponsors. They would not say,| Attempting to refute the claim 
however, whether that might en- | of competing webs that ABC could 
tail a rate cut on their part. not provide the same coverage as 
In line with that, it’s recalled NBC, Jahncke declared that all cov- 
that NBC several months ago pro-' erage maps stress nighttime. Dif- 
posed to trim rates on its Class A | ference among _the nets for day- 
evening time in an attempt to lure ; time programming is far less pro- 
more advertisers into the medium. nounced, he said, adding that 
abandoned, however,’ ABC’s pre-noon sponsors should 





Plan was 
when NBC's affiliates voted it prove that the web can deliver a 
down. | sizeable daytime audience. He said, 


NBC shows under attack from too, that ABC would not be the 
ABC include “Life Can Be Beauti- | first network in the industry to 
ful.” “Road of Life,” “Pepper | Offer contiguous time discounts to 
Young’s Family,” “Right to Happi- | non-contiguous advertisers, which 
ness” and “Lorenzo Jones,” all the plan involves. 
sponsored by Procter & Gamble; | 
“When a Girl Marries” and “Portia | 
Faces Life,” bankrolled by General | Rex 
Foods; “Live Like a Millionaire,” | 
sponsored by General Mills; “Back- | 
stage Wife,” “Stella Dallas” and | 
“Young Widder Brown,” sponsored | 





Harrison Tape Series 
Being Readied by NBC 


Bill” and “Front Page Farrell,” | program for Rex Harrison. Actor 
bankrolled by Whitehall Phar-|js expected to tape 13 broadcasts 
macal. in the series, once the property is 

Agencies handling these shows | selected, before going to the Coast. 
include Benton & Bowles, Comp- Harrison was supposed to do 
ton, Dancer-Fitzgerald-Sample and | title role in a revival of “Bulldog 
Pedlar & Ryan for the various | Drummond,” in a Hi Brown-pro- 
P&G entries; B&B and Young &/|duced stanza for the web. How- 
Rubicam, for General Foods; Knox- ever, negotiations fell through 
Reeves, for Gen. Mills; DF&S for; when Brown and owners of the 


Sterling, and John F. Murray for ‘British copyright couldn't come to 


‘terms. 


gram costs. On a minimum full net, | 


. NBC program veepee Charles 
by Sterling Drugs, and “Just Plain (Bud) Barry is working on a new | 
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Networks Alerted to Ad Cutback By 
Auto Sponsors; 257, Lopoff Seen 





NARTB Now Official 


Washington, March 20. 

From April 1 on its no 
longer NAB but NARTB. The 
change in name to National 
Assn. of Radio and Television 
Broadcasters was formally 
sanctioned in a referendum of 
the NAB membership by a vote 
of 676 to 49, it was disclosed 
last week. 

NAB will operate on _ its 
1950-51 budget until April 1, 
and its prexy, Justin Miller, 
will continue as head of the 
new NARTB until a new presi- 
dent-general manager is signed 
up and until Miller’s present 
contract is revised and he be- 
comes chairman of the NARTB 

~ board. oo 

The next convention of the 
broadcasters, April 15-19 in 
Chicago, will also be NARTB’s 
first. The new TV board of 
directors of the trade associa- 
tion will hold its first business 
meeting on April 19, which is 
TV Day in Chicago. 


WOR May Inherit 
Dodger Ballcasts 
In 52 Vice WMGM 


WOR, N. Y., is mulling taking 
over the Brooklyn Dodgers ball- 
casts in 1952. Station’s tele adjunct 


Pen ts oe 








is currently airing the Dodgers’ | 
games and has option for the AM | 


rights next season, which could 
make it a two-way spread. WMGM 
this season winds up its present 
three-year contract for the radio 
coverage. 


WOR has a problem in that it 
is the Gotham key for Mutual, 
which would prevent its carrying 
the night games and would also 
require its interrupting the after- 
noon play-by-plays at 5 p.m., when 
it feeds the web’s kid strip. Station 
has been thinking of pacting an- 
other N. Y. outlet to carry the eve- 
ning games. 


Split-up of day and evening 
games between two outlets may 
not be acceptable to the sponsor, 
Schaefer Beer, since it interferes 
with identifying the games with 
one station. WOR some years ago 
beamed the ballcasts, but dropped 
them because they interfered with 
its network feeds. WOR therefore 
may not elect to pick up its op- 
tion, in which case WMGM would 
probably sign with the Ebbets Field 


‘club. 





WJZ Acquiring WOR’s 
Cameron; Mulls Wilson, 
Gosch Late Nite Shows 


WJZ, Gotham outlet of ABC, 
‘which a few months ago pulled 
| Mary Margaret McBride and her 
‘full complement of sponsors from 
WNBC, is now taking over the 
“Dean Cameron Show” from WOR. 
Cameron, who is actually Arthur 
Van Horn, will be skedded in the 
same time slot, 4.30-5 p.m., and 





felder expects to bring along most 
of his WOR bankrollers. Shift will 
be made on April 23. © 

WJZ is talking to Earl Wilson, 
syndicated columnist of the New 
York Post, and indie packager Mar- 
tin Gosch for late evening shows 
on WJZ. Wilson, who last year did 
|a stint for WJZ and WINS, would 
do a disk jockey and chatter show. 





;Gosch, who did announcing and | 


| gabbing years ago and is currently 
| producing Chico Marx’s “Sugar 
| Bowl” on ABC-TV, would do a late- 
‘night theatrical reviewing airer. 


WJZ general manager Ted Ober-. 


+ Radio and television networks 


were alerted this week to expect a 
drastic cutback in advertising budge 


ufacturers now represented on the 
air. While no specific programs 
were mentioned, web execs pre- 
dicted that at least 25% of the 
shows on radio and TV now bank- 
rolled by car companies will not be 
back on the air next season. 


Reason for the _ anticipated 
slash in ad budgets is the steadily- 
growing number of defense orders 
being handed the auto plants by 
the Government, coupled with their 
resultant cutbacks in production of 
cars for civilian use. Network sales 
execs, as a result, believe the rec- 
ord earnings achieved by General 
Motors and other major manufac- 
turers for 1950 will not provide 
more money for AM and video. 
There’s no need for the car com- 
panies to advertise, they pointed 
out, when it will be impossible for 
them to produce enough to meet 
the demand. 


Webs have ruled out the possi- 
bility that some of the auto firms 
will stay on the air for institutional 
purposes. Unlike manufacturers of 
other hard goods, they noted, the 
car companies are represented on 
radio and TV mostly by their deal- 
er organizations. And, they added, 
the dealers don’t worry about insti- 
tutional plugs when it costs them 
money, as their profits start to de- 
cline Because of shortages. 

Listed a; possible casualties are 
programs now bankrolled by Ford, 
Oldsmobile, Dodge, DeSoto-Plym- 
outh and Packard. Ford Dealers 
recently bought a new package 
starring James Melton to replace 
their current “Ford Star Revue” on 
|NBC-TV, which means that com- 
pany at least expects to stick 
around for a while. Nets are pes- 
| simistic, however, about most of 
the other shows sponsored by the 
auto firms. 


CBS Lures Pepsi 
Show-From NBC 


In one of the fastest program 
raids on record achieved by a net- 
work, CBS this week succeeded in 
luring Pepsi-Cola’s “Phil Regan 
Show” from the NBC web. Program 
was launched on NEC only two 
weeks ago, but moves to CBS start- 
ing June 3. 

Reason for the switch in net- 
works was not disclosed. It’s re- 
ported, however, that Pepsi, with 
an eye on summer listening, want- 
ed a later time slot. CBS will air 
the show Sundays from 5:30 to 
5:55 p. m., whereas it is now broad- 
cast by NBC from 5 to 5:25. CBS 








utes of the half-hour period with a 
news program, which it will at- 
tempt to sell. 

Move of the Regan show into that 
slot means That Frank Sinatra will 
probably bow off CBS radio prior 
to the June 3 date. Although 
Sinatra’s contract with CBS runs 
|to the middle of July, his last re- 
{maining sponsor bowed off two 
‘weeks ago and the singer is now 
‘completely sustaining. 


“AFRA Wins $11,691 
Back Pay on ‘Box 13’ 


Hollywood, March 20. 

American Arbitration Association 
unanimously returned a judgment 
in favor of AFRA in its case against 
Mayfair Transcriptions for pay- 
'ment of $11,691 to members who. 
| worked on the firm’s Alan Ladd 
starrer, “Box 13.” Federation took 








_the case to arbitration after May- . 


‘fair nixed demands for compensa- 
tion for repeat performances here 
'and abroad. 

Mayfair first aired the package 
{over KNX and later over KECA. 
; Same series ther was aired in 
‘South Africa with Towers of Lon- 
‘don firm handling distribution. 
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Broadcasters to Huddle With FCC 
Qn Emergency Operation Setup 


Washington, March 20. 

Radio and television broad- 
casters will meet with the FCC 
next Monday (26) in a highly im- 
portant conference to prepare sta- 
tions to operate during an emer- 
gency. Letters have gone out to all 
licensees, it was learned, summon- 
ing them to a meeting “‘to disclose 
plans and discuss problems rela- 


tive to the operation of broadcast: | 


ing stations during periods of im- 
pending air attack.” 

To reach as many broadcasters 
as possible, the meeting will be 
repeated in the form of a round- 
table discussion April 16 at the 
NARTB convention in Chicago. 
Application forms will be sent out 
b: the FCC to all broadcasters, 
who will be required to certify the 
documents for attendance. FC 
Chief Engineer Curtis Plummer 


will participate at the NARTB dis- | 


cussion, accompanied by an officer 
representing the Air Defense Com- 
mand, U. S. Air Force. 


The Washington meeting was 
described by FCC Commissioner 
George Sterling as “a technical dis- 
cussion, but vital to the future of 
our broadcasting stations.” Other- 
wise, the Commission would give 
no information as to the con- 
ference. 

It was believed, however, that 
the discussions will concern plans 
of the Air Force and the Office 
of Civil Defense in the event of 
emergency. Recently, the Air Force 
requested legislation to give the 
President power to control all 
radiation devices, including broad- 
casting stations, which might be 
used by enemy planes or guided 
missiles for homing on targets. 

Civil Defense has been planning 
emergency networks to operate 
without telephone communications 
during an emergency. In_ the 
event of atomic attack, it is con- 


-” 
_ 


Serutan to Bankroll 
Gardner; Drops Kennedy 


Serutan has signed to pick up the 
tab for an additional five-minute 
' strip on ABC. 

Edwin C. Hill, who had been 
| aired at 12:25-30 p. m., moves up 
| Monday (26) to 12:15-20, with Don 
Gardner taking the 12:20-30 p.m. 
| period. Serutan will start bank- 
rolling the Gardner show on April 
23 and will drop the John B. Ken- 
nedy 2:30-35 p. m. strip on April 
'20. Cancellation of the five-minute 
_show and adding the 10-minute 
| stanza gives the web a net gain of 
‘five minutes cross-the-board. 

| Bob Sweeney and Hal March are 
now in the 12:20 p. m. slot. They'll 
keep their WJZ local morning 
show. 


j 


| 


ABCs Pop Music 


| 
| 
| 


‘Sat. Nite Marathon 


| Following settlement of the net- 
|works’ contract with American 
'Federation of Musicians, and to 
‘show the windjammers that AM is 
‘not sluffing off live music, ABC is 
‘prepping a 90-minute “Dancing 
| Party” on Saturday evenings. Show 











KCM0’s Mo. Citation 


Kansas City, March 20. 

A special award was made to 
KCMO last week at the semi-an- 
nual meeting of the Missouri 
Broadcasters Association in Jeffer- 
son City. Station was cited “for 
the most aggressive job of integrat- 
ing itself into the life of its com- 
munity, consistent with the Ameri- 
can ideals of freedom and justice.’ 
Joe Hartenbower, general manager, 
'accepted for the station. 
| Award was made by the Kansas 
| City Advertising and Sales Execu- 
tives Club, and henceforth will be 
lan annual affair. 








Revise Sought On 
FCC Turndown Of 
K.C. Church Bids 


Washington, March 20. 

Oral argument was asked of the 
|FCC yesterday (19) on its initial 
decision rejecting both competing 
church-affiliated applications for a 
5kw daytime station in the Kansas 
City, Mo., area. Request was made 
by the Kansas City Broadcasting 
Co., whose majority stockholder, 
Wendell Zimmerman, is pastor of 
the K. C. Baptist Temple. 

Today the Mormons also asked 
for oral argument. They chal- 
lenged the FCC turndown, claim- 
ing the Constitution raises no ob- 
jection to granting radio facilities 
to a church, and added they would 
make time available to other re- 
ligions, besides providing a diver- 
sified program service. 





| will be aired at 8:30-10 p. m., start- 


Both the K. C. application and 


'ing April 7. ithat of the reorganized Church of 


Stanza will be a “Big Show” in the | 
' musical field, headed by ABC v.p. 
| Paul Whiteman and the chain’s 40- 
| piece house orch. Idea of Ray Diaz, 
/who will supervise the airer, is to 
present not only the full orch, but 


templated that radio would err ea split it into “smaller combos 


the principal means of communica- 
tion. 


Philly Stations 
Clock 33 Hours 
On Forum Pickup 


Philadelphia, March 20. 

Widest radio and television cov- 
erage was given the fifth annual 
Philadelphia Bulletin Forum, with 
local stations and commercial net- 
works clocking up a total of 33 
hours, more than four times the ac- 
tual number of hours consumed by 
the Forum itself. 

Only the Republican and Demo- 
cratic conventions received more 
air time for an event held here. 
Taking part in the Forum air um- 
brella were three major radio net- 
works, two local television stations 
and a TV net, 14 local radio sta- 
tions, regional and foreign net- 
works and the “Voice of America” 
facilities. 

CBS carried 55 minutes of the 
Forum sessions (held in the Bel- 
levue-Stratford hotel, March 13-14). 
Mutual carried four half-hour 
broadcasts and NBC carried a half- 
hour panel discussion. WCAU-TV, 
owned by the Bulletin, telecast five 
hours of the Forum—a substantial 
part of all three sessions. WPTZ 
filmed Forum activity, which was 
telecast over the 26 stations in the 
NEC television web, and released 
to other stations as part of a TV 
newsreel. 

Local radio stations carrying 
Forum proceedings included KYW, 
WTEL, WCAU, WPEN, WPWA, 
WDAS, WHAT, WNAR, WIP, 
WJMJ, WKDN, WIBG, all of which 
broadcast one or more Forum ex- 
cerpts. WCVH carried the entire 
second session and WFLN (FM) 
scheduled several excerpts. “Voice 
of America” recorded the entire 
proceedings for later condensation. 


Sues Biow Agency 


Hollywood, March 20. 








Biow agency was sued last week 
by Maurice Morton, who was re- 
placed by Charles Herbert as pro- 
Phil Regan Camp 
Show after one week. He claimed 
he had a verbe} agreement for at 
least 13 weeks at a salary of $400 
a week which escalatored to $500. 


ducer of the 


which will specialize in various 


rhythms—waltz, polka, samba, 
rhumba, tango, hillbilly, foxtrot, 
ete. 


Plan is to give members of the 
orch an opportunity to showcase 
their talents as conductors of the 
various units, thus developing new 
baton-wielders. ‘Pops’ Whiteman, 
who will build the show and re- 
hearse the orch, will not be on hand 
for the actual broadcasts, due to 
the fact he has his “TV Teen Club” 
show on ABC-TV Saturday nights, 
which originates from Philly. Work- 
ing with Whiteman on the airer 
will be Frank Vagnoni, ABC mu- 
sical conductor. 

As part of the concept of reviv- 
ing interest in popular music on 
radio, the show will eventually in- 
clude pickups from ABC orchs in 
Chicago, Detroit, Hollywood and 
San Francisco. 


Minn’s Gov. Takes To 


Radio on Campaign, So 
Lesislators Vent Spleen 


Minneapolis, March 20. 
Gov. L. D. Youngdahl is using 
the radio to a record-breaking ex- 
tent in a campaign to get the pub- 
lic behind his legislative program, 
which the state legislature has been 
ignoring to a greater or less de- 
gree. Letters pouring in on the 
legislators from their constituents 
attest to the campaign's success, 
and have caused the jittery and 
harassed lawmakers to vent their 
spleen on the governor. 
« Campaign was made possible by 
action of 17 Minnesota radio sta- 
tions making time available for the 
governor for a weekly report. The 
governor is utilizing all of them. 


KMBC-KFRM Personnel 
Revamned: Sion Hal Storm 


Fansis City, March 20. 

Realignment at KMBC-KFRM 
here has John McDermott moving 
into local sales, and stepping out 
as direcfor of pro: tion and pub- 
licity. He hid been on the promo- 
tion end for the past three years, 
and formerly hardled sports and 
special events. In the new setup 
he'll be working under George Hig- 
gins, new sales manager. 

Post as director of promotion has 
been taken over by Hal Storm, ac- 
cording to an announcement by 
Karl Koerper, veepee of Midland 
Broadcasting, parent organization. 
Storm came from Omaha, 














the Latter Day Saints (Mormons), 
which applied for the frequency 
(1380kc) in Independence, Mo., 
were denied in an initial decision 
last July by Examiner J. D. Bond. 
The K. C. application was rejected 
on a finding that Zimmerman 
lacked the requisite business abil- 
ity to operate a station. The Mor- 
mons’ application was turned down 
because one director is an alien. 
In a revised decision last Decem- 
ber, Examiner. Bond again rejected 
the Mormons’ application because 
of plans to use the station partly 
to further their religious purposes. 
In doing so, he held that a grant 
of the application would be a vio- 
lation of the First Amendment. 

In taking issue with the exam- 
iner’s disqualification of Zimmer- 
man, the Kansas City applicant 
claimed there is no standard de- 
fining the degree of competence 
required for a broadcasting licen- 
see. The applicant also asserted 
that Zimmerman will not manage 
the station and that a man with 
radio experience will be hired. 

Testimony during hearings on 
the case brought out that Zimmer- 
man received an annual income of 
$30,000 from three different 
sources: as pastor, as publisher of 
a religious magazine and from con- 
tributions from listeners to his re- 
ligious broadcasts. The examiner 
found that he incorrectly reported 
his income over a five-year period 
and made revisions to meet tax re- 
quirements. 

The applicant claimed that “an 
all-out effort was made in the hear- 
ings to brand Wendell Zimmerman 
as intolerantly anti-Semitic, anti- 
Negro and Anti-Catholic. The effort 
was abortive, due both to the fail- 
ure of competent proof of the 
charges and the strength of the 
affirmative evidence showing Mr. 


Zimmerman’s freedom from bias or 
prejudice. 


‘VIRGINIAN’ SERIES ON 
ABC AUDITION AGENDA 


“The Virginian,” novel by Owen 
Wister, which was filmized with 
Gary Cooper in the title role, is 
being auditioned by Leonard Reeg, 
ABC program veepee. A Louis 
Cowan package, “Virginian” will be 
scripted by Paul Franklin, former 
Radio Writers Guild” prexy, who 
worked on “Red Ryder” on the 
Coast. Franklin, now relocated in 
Gotham, is also to script ABC’s 
“The Sheriff,” which will be sus- 
tained after Pacific Coast Borax 
drops the veteran airer. 

As part of the web’s Americana 
emphasis, Jerry (“This Is Your 
FBI”) Devine’s “This Is Our Her- 





Sunday (25) at 7:7:30 p. m. Stanza 
will originate from Hollywood. 





itage” will get a one-shot showcase | G 
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From the Production Centres 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


June Valli replacing vocalist Kay Armen for a few weeks on ABC's 
“Stop the Music”....Murry Salberg, CBS promotion copywriter, to 
California Friday (16) for two weeks....Harry S. Goodman Productions 
has added Sam Searfoss to southern sales staff and Bert Rosenberg to 
New England....Modernaires to be heard five times weekly on CRs’ 
“Club 15,” instead of present twice-weekly sked....Radio Execs Club 
lunch on March 29 will be a tribute to Linnea Nelson on her retirement 
from the industry....RCA board chairman David Sarnoff honored with 
one of two world brotherhood awards made by. the Jewish Theologica] 
Seminary. ...Look mag’s cover spread on “TV’s Old-New Comics” by 
| George Rosen, Radio-TV editor of VARIETy, due on stands next Monday, 


| WNEW is looking for a production manager to replace John Grogan, 
'who has resigned to spend six months in Europe. Indie also seeking 
| successor to Hal Hackady, script chief who has joined NBC-TV.... 
Aaron Rubin elected assistant treasurer of ABC....Dave Nyren has 
moved to Gotham from Ruthrauff & Ryan’s Baltimore offices, for post 
as head of new program-talent development department of the agency 
....Lonny Starr, WNEW disk jockey, celebrates his 20th anni in radio 
this month....CBS correspondents Ned Calmer and Winston Burdett 
switch posts, Calmer going to Rome and Burdett to N. Y.....Milt 
Brown upped to column ed in NBC flackery....Second edition of 
“NBC Handbook of Pronunciation” off the Thomas Y. Crowell presses 
....Dynamic Stores added another Sunday hour on WOR. 


CBS producer Ralph Backlund back from European trip with docu- 
mentary material....Max Wessels, WWRL German-language gabber, 
winged to Europe for three-week tour... .Burl Ives, en route to Coast, 
stops today (Wed.) in Pittsburgh to confer with Duquesne Beer on 
sponsorship of his transcribed show... Reggie Schuebel and Jack 
Wyatt’s new consultant firm has placed its first radio biz (for Barton’s 
candy) on WOR....Compton publicity director Joe Field back from 
Sarasota vacation....Abraham Ellstein, WEVD Yiddish performer, re- 
ports 16,000 members in his “Elsies Bagel and Cream Cheese Club” 
(for Borden’s)....Ruth P. Moodie (ex-CBS) has joined John P. Blair 








station rep as research assistant....Harry A. Berk, former prez of 
Foote, Cone & Belding International, has joined Warwick & Legler as 
partner-veepee. e 


Hal Block, comedy writer and panelite on CBS-TV’s “What’s My 
Line?”, will do a disk jockey stint for WJZ on Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 6-7 p. m.....WOR’s Dorothy and Dick Kollmar originate from the 
Hotel Plaza on Easter Sunday....Philip Morris is sending Johnny and 
Penny Olsen and ABC’s “Luncheon Club” to the Tobacco Dealers con- 
vention in Chi on April 11....In past fortnight, WLIB has preemed 
five shows, including ‘Vistas of Israel,” “This Week in Israel’ with 
Estelle M. Sternberger, “Israel Spotlight” with Arthur Helzman, a Ruth 
Ellington James series and “Dinner with Jeannette Diamond and Bert 
Childs”... .Legit-film actress Marsha Hunt co-stars with Dane Clark in 
“Golden Boy” tomorrow night (Thur.) on Philip Morris “Playhouse” 
over NBC and also guests April 3 with the same film star in “Guinea 
Pigs,” for the benefit of the Runyon Cancer Fund on the “Sure As 
Fate” tele series on WCBS-TV ‘and is set for a series of appearances, 
at dates to be determined, on the Sid Caesar video show. 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Ducat demand for Lux airing March 26 of “Seventh Heaven,” with 
the picture’s original stars, Janet Gaynor and Charles Farrell, has 
forced Thompson agency’s Cornwell Jackson to admit the public to the 
dress rehearsal day before. Tickets were spoken for even before they 
were printed, the broadcast being an early sellout....Another run on 
tickets (radio is dead?) cleaned the rack early for Screen Directors 
Playhouse broadcast of “The Jackpot’—not because of James Stewart, 
who starred in the picture but the lady who'll play along with him in 
her first dramatic role—Margaret Truman....If he can take the time 
away from radio and television for rehearsals, Ralph Edwards will play 
the lead in “Male Animal” at N. Y. City Center. His only previous 
legit experience is in summer stock....ABC’s Frank Samuels moved 
up four more of the underlings to fill the spots opened up by Dresser 
Dahlstead’s elevation to program director. Moving up are Rollo Hunter, 
Harry Walstrum, Cliff Anderson and Jack Meyers, all in program and 
production. ...Don Quinn and Phil Leslie created their first new char- 
acter. for “Fibber and Molly” in years. He’s “Georgie Nothing” and 
played by George Pirrone, the Gillis of “Life of Riley”....Harry Maizlish 
kicked out two and a half hours of night time commercials to carry final 
session of World Brotherhood Institute....Not even Cy Howard or John 
Guedel could escape the flue epidemic, packaged by nature... . James 
Melton jumped into town from his concert tour for a pair of guest 
shots with Edgar Bergen....Mel Baldwin came down from Tillamook, 
Wash., where he manages a station, to audition for the midnight shellac 
shift at KNX and got the nod as replacement for Beb Hopkins, short 
time successor to Steve Allen....CBS officially took over the 
second floor and studio space at Don Lee, but they’ll still need traffic 
lights to avoid colliding personnel....Producer Bob Redd, Jo Stafford 
and Jimmy Wallington going east to pick up Tony Martin for the 
Carnation airer....Thompson agency’s Jim Patterson called to the 
colors with his old rank of air force major. 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Bob Knapp upped from radio-TV copy chief to exec AM-TV director 
at Schwimmer & Scott agency....Don Brinkley ankles the assistant 
program director berth at WBBM end of the month, to join Don Searle 
and Jimmy Park’s National Home Institute as writer of tele-version of 
package beamed on KNBH, Los Angeles....Don Feddersen, radio-TV 
prof at Northwestern U, has been appointed to the “Voice of America” 
advisory committee... .Jack Shefrin, former program chief at WOAK-~ 
FM, has boarded the Liberty net as disk jock....Chi NBC staffers 
have launched a 12-week AM-TV workshop in conjunction with Chi 
Junior Achievement, Inc.....Chi ABC v.p. John Norton in N. Y. con- 
ferring with web brass....Jazz expert Sam Evans conducting a cross 
the-board post-midnight disk show on WGN....Frank DeRosa trans- 
ferred from WMAQ sales staff to Chi NBC national radio spot sales 
crew, with Ken Nelson exiting the WMAQ-WNBQ sales traffic manager 
slot to join the WMAQ sales department. John Walker, mail room 
supervisor, has been upped to Nelson’s slot. 


ABC’s “America’s Town Meeting” making two Illinois stops next 
month, with the April 3 show coming from Peoria and following week's 
aired from Urbana....WBBM producer-writer Skee Wolff to the Coast 
this week ‘to wire-record landing of group of Korean wounded for 
Armed Forces documentary he’s winding....John Sandberg, who re- 
cently exited a Lever ad veepee post, joins Chi J. Walter Thompson 
office May 1 as account exec....WGN publicity topper Jim Hanlon off 
Monday (19) for a two weeks’ auto trip through the south....WCFL 
next week launches Ziv’s “Bold Venture” series, featuring Humphrey 
Bogart and Lauren Bacall, with Bardahl Oil Co. picking up the tab.... 
Local loan has. renewed its two-weekly quarter hour segments 0 
Bill Evans’ platter show on WGN....Zenith Radio blossomed with a 
50c common stock dividend, plus an “extra” of the same amount.... 
Dave Von Sothen joined the WBBM newsroom crew....NBC AM ad- 
promotion manager George Wallace and sales promotion chief Norman 

lenn in town last week....ABC Chi general manager Jim Stirton in 





Florida for three weeks....John Keys, WMAQ ad-promotion toppe!s 
launching a six-week ad drive in 13 Chi community newspapers. 




















51 


+444. 


ABC’s 
ter, to 
uctions 
berg to 
n CBS’ 
Ss Club 
rement 
d with 
logical 
ics” by 
londay, 
srogan, 
seeking 
ee 
en has 
or post 
agency 
n radio 
surdett 
...Milt 
‘ion of 
presses 


1 docu. 
Zabber, 
Coast, 
eer on 
1 Jack 
arton’s 
« from 
ler, re 
Club” 
. Blair 
rez of 
gler as 


t’s My 
irsdays 
om the 
ny and 
rs con- 
reemed 
’* with 
a Ruth 
id Bert 
lark in 
house” 
Guinea 
ure A$ 
rances, 


.” with 
ll, has 
» to the 
re they 
run on 
rectors 
tewart, 
him in 
ie time 
ill play 
revious 
moved 
Dresser 
Hunter, 
am and 
w chars 
g” and 
flaizlish 
ry final 
or John 
. James 
f guest 
lamook, 
shellac 
s, short 
er the 
| traffic 
stafford 
for the 
to the 


lirector 
ssistant 
| Searle 
‘sion of 


staffers 
ith Chi 
Y. con- 
a cross 
1 trans- 
st sales 
lanager 
il room 


os next 
week's 
e Coast 
led for 
who re- 
ompson 
nlon off 
.WCFL 


Wednesday, March 21, 1951 


VARIETY 




















D. C's Giveaway Furore 


Washington, March 20. 


A real battle over the giveaways has broken out here in the 
Capital as the result of an offer made by one station to protect 


listeners from missing out on prizes given away by another. 


The 


offer resulted in WWDC, third ranking station in the district area, 
applying to court for an injunction to stop WEAM from continuing 


the practice. 


Adding fuel to the fire is the rivalry between WEAM, until re- 
cently the Mutual affiliate in the Capital, and WWDC, which has 
taken over the network affiliation. The shift takes WWDC out of 
the indie class and puts WEAM back into it. 

WEAM is pulling no punches in its war against giveaways. 
Station’s manager, Howard Stanley, announced that he “is going 
after Washington broadcasters that ‘buy’ their audience with the 
ring of a cash register.” To protect his station so that it “will not 
lose even temporarily any of its audience,” Stanley established a 
90-hour-a-day monitoring check of “all local stations that lure 


listeners with gifts and money.” 


WEAM’s target is particularly directed at a program on WWDC 
which gives $100 to the listener with the right Social Security 


number. 


WEAM promises it will look after its listeners’ chances 


all day long, “relay the lucky digits hourly, tell you where to pick 
up your cash within 24 hours” and “toss in an extra check of its 
own for $13.90 as a reminder that you don’t have to budge from 


1390 on your dial to get rich.” 


The station adds it will do the same on other giveaways and 
even attempt to furnish the right answers to jackpot questions. 

The furore has prompted a local columnist to ask: “If raising 
the bid isn’t buying an audience, you name what it is.” 





FCC Okays WMIE, Miami, Sale; 


Clears Owners of Racketeer Claims 


Washington, March 20. 

An initial decision favoring the 
assignment of the 5kw station 
WMIE in Miami, to the Sun Coast 
Broadcasting Corp., owned by Ar- 
thur B. McBride and Daniel 
Sherby, Cleveland taxicab opera- 
tors, was issued last week by FCC 
Examiner Leo Resnick. Effect of 
of the assignment is to divest Lin- 
coln Operating Co., theatre opera- 


tor in Miami, which has a minority | 


interest in the station, of its trus- 
teeship holding of the permit. 

In favoring the assignment, the 
examiner cleared the station and 
its owners of various questions con- 
cerning their qualifications, such as 
horse-race broadcasts, failure to 
carry programs of the Greater 
Miami Crime Commission, a charge 
that McBride had once attempted 
to intercede on behalf of Al 
Capone, and McBride’s relationship 
to Continental Press Service. 

Regarding a charge by ex-Gov. 
James M. Cox of Ohio that McBride 
once tried to enlist his aid in 
Capone’s behalf prior to the gang- 
ster’s conviction for violating Fed- 
eral income tax laws, the examiner 
said that in view of “elaborate and 
persuasive testimony” at hearings, 
he could only conclude “that Gov- 


(Continued on page 30) 


WTUX’s 6-Week 
Nag Rap Reprieve 


_ Washington, March 20. 

Station WTUX in Wilmington, 
Del., whose license was revoked by 
the FCC last October because of 
its horse racing broadcasts, got a 
Six-week reprieve last week and 
Will be allowed to stay on the air 
at least until April 30. The sta- 
tion had been given up to March 
21 to wind up its affairs and cease 
Operations but the Commission ex- 
tended the deadline to consider a 
Petition for reconsideration of its 
revocation order. 

In another revocation action, the 
Commission ordered station KFST 
in Fort ey oe Tex., to suspend 
Operations ective April 18 be- 
Cause of illegal transfer of owner- 
Ship. However, the station was 
8iven opportunity to ask for a hear- 
ing on the revocation order. 

The Commission simultaneously 
Scheduled hearings at Big Spring, 
Tex., on May 14 on the application 
for license renewal of station 
KTXC, whose owners have inter- 
ests in KFST., 

The agency also instituted an in- 
quiry to determine whether station 
KDAC in Fort Bragg, Calif., has 
been withholding vital information 
regarding its ownership and source 
of financing. Hearings were set 
for May 7 in Fort Bragg. 
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National Dairy to Back 
David Lawrence Gabbers 


National Dairy Assn. is picking 
up the tab for a 15-minute newscast 
on NBC from Washington on Sun- 
days at 3:30 p. m., starting April 1. 


| Series will feature David Lawrence, 


syndicated columnist and publisher 
of U. S. News and World Report 
magazine. 

Show will take part of the half- 
hour which opens when Miles Lab- 
oratories drops the AM “Quiz Kids” 
after the March 25 _ broadcast. 
(“Kids” will continue on NBC-TV.) 
NDA agency is Campbell-Mithun. 


20%, of “Voice 
Seen Breaking 
Thru to Moscow 


Washington, March 20. 

Asst. Secretary of State Edward 
W. Barrett told a Congressional 
committee yesterday (19) that 
more than 20% of “Voice of Amer- 
ica” broadcasts are getting through 
to Moscow despite intensive Rus- 
sian jamming. Barrett said that 
70 to 85 transmitters are broadcast- 
ing the “Voice” daily to the Soviet 
in the Russian language. 

Barrett appeared as the first wit- 
ness at an inquiry into “Voice” op- 
erations by a joint subcommittee 
representing the Senate and House 
Foreign Relations Committees. As 
part of his testimony, a recording 
was played to show the effect of 
actual jamming of “Voice” broad- 
casts. 

About 18 months ago, Barrett tes- 
tified, Russian jamming almost kept 
the “Voice” outside the Iron cur- 
tain. But use of more powerful 
transmitters in Germany and else- 
where has broken through the jam- 
ming, he said. He estimated that 
60 to 80% of “Voice” broadcasts 
are being heard in various parts of 
the satellite countries. 

Coincident with the opening of 
the hearings, Rep. Karl E. Mundt 
(R., S.D.) asked Congress to estab- 
lish an independent commission to 
study the “Voice” program with 
the view to stepping up its impact. 








Allemang’s Philco Post 


Philadelphia, March 20. 
Herbert J. Allemang has been 
named vice president on the Philco 
Corp. executive staff. In his new 
capacity Allemang will head the 
forward planning program of 
Philco. 
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CHARGE ATTACK 
S UNWARRANTED 


Broadcasters are directing fire 
at the new “Radio Time Values” 
study released Monday (19) by the 
Assn. of National Advertisers in 
what the AM industryites feel is an 
unwarranted attack on the network 
rate structure. 

Radio sales toppers charge that 
the ANA report, a supplement to 
its original report which served as 
prelude to a rate-axing drive, takes 
no account of what television has 
done to other media, such as news- 
papers and magazines. They ‘argue 
that radio was underpriced in the 
past, and that even if audiences 
have fallen off radio is still a bet- 
ter buy than competing media. AM 
is cheaper than TV, they say, so 
why should it pare rates? 

Researchers for the webs see 
holes in the ANs. reasoning be- 
cause it’s based on C. E. Hooper 
and A. C. Nielsen data, which they 
feel short-changes the industry by 
not measuring out-of-home and sec- 
ond-set listening. They make the 
point that ANA rests its case on 
network time rates alone, but ig- 
nores the fact that program costs 
have been reduced, which is in ef- 
fect giving AM bankrollers a re- 
duction. 

One network veepee said that if 
the advertisers gang up on any 
medium they can force rates down. 
If they do this, he warned, they 
will be hurting a medium which 
is giving them good value. Adver- 
tisers can ruin any medium, the 
exec declared, without having any 
acceptable substitute. It’s pointed 
out that some ANA members take 
this view and also feel that if the 
organization presses for rate cuts 
it may find consumers similarly 
pushing for price cuts, 

ANA reported “significant and 
continued declines” in average rat- 
ings for CBS anc NBC sponsored 
evening shows between Oct.-Nov., 
1949, and Oct.-Nov., ’50. For the 
same time interval, ANA said, cost- 
per-thousand homes reached by 
these programs increased 24.6% 
for CBS and 27.7% for NBC. Cor- 
responding increases shown in the 
original report for March-April, ’49, 
to March-April, 50, were 21.0% for 
CBS and 18.4% for NBC. 

In TV cities, video’s share of the 
total broadcast audience continued 
to increase sharply, ANA said, 
passing 70% in one city. Report 
also estimates declines in radio 
values for individual stations, show- 
ing some outlets off as much as 
60%. For the two full nets (includ- 
ing non-TV markets), video inroads 
caused reductions in time values 
of 19.2% for NBC and 19.4% for 
CBS. 

ANA reported that the decline 
in radio time values approximates 
144% per month, or 18% per year. 
The bankrollers’ organization said 
that the advertiser must approach 
‘the problem on a local basis, since 
TV’s inroads vary in each market. 

Network salesmen challenge the 
ANA survey on the grounds that 
it deals with only a limited num- 
ber of shows, 21 on CBS and 20 
on NBC. These were chosen by 
ANA because they remained on 
the same web in the same time 
period. 

Chains also object to the fact 
that ANA sstatisticians ignored 
“vestigial listening” in TV homes. 
They argue that in tele homes 
there is considerable radio listen- 
ing, on second, third and fourth 
sets. 


‘Jane Doe’ New CBS Sat. 
Drama Show for Toni 


Chicago, March 20. 

CBS completes its three-hour 
block of Saturday dramatic shows, 
with Toni moving its new “Alias 
Jane Doe” series into the 12:30 to 
1 p.m. CST slot April 1, replacing 
quizzer “Give and Take.” “Jane,” 
still being cast, will originate in 
Hollywood. 

Rogers Brackett will handle di- 
rectorial reins, with John Neuman 
and John M. Hayes doing the 
scripting. Toni agency is Foote, 








Cone & Belding. 





RADIO HITS BACK AT ANA ST 


ABC Builds Pyramid’ Plan to Snag 
Sponsors Wanting Dispersed Plugs 


at 
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Mary Margaret Goes 
Full Web on Co-op Basis 


Mary Margaret McBride, cur- 
rently beamed on WJZ, N. Y., from 
1-2 p.m., starts a co-operative show 
on ABC from 2-2:30 p.m. on April 
9, cueing in a shift of the web’s 
co-op sked. 

As a result of the move, Nancy 
Craig will give up her ABC co-op, 
although retaining her WJZ stanza. 
“Welcome to Hollywood,” which 
has been in the 2 p.m. slot, will 
drop to 4:30-5 p.m. on the web's 
sked. Ted Malone, who has been 
aired at 4:45 p.m., will take over 
the 1:15 p.m. spot currently occu- 
pied by Miss Craig. 


NBC's ‘Blue Skies 
Radio Presentation 


Gets Gotham Bow 


Hard-hitting presentation of ra- 
dio’s penetration, effectiveness and 
economy which NBC has been 
making to affiliated stations across 
the country was umveiled for the 
a press in Gotham Monday 
(19). 

Slide-film presentation with ac- 
companying talk makes a cogent 
argument on an_ industry-wide 
basis for AM. Aimed at selling 
advertisers on increased use of 
AM in the ’51-’52 season, pitch is 
titled “Forecast for Fall, 1951” and 
stresses these points: 

1—In a period of increasing 
spending power, network radio is 
the “greatest open channel of com- 
munication to the buying public.” 

2—Radio will not be threatened 
by shortages and rationing which 
may hit other media. 

3—Radio provides flexibility 
that can tailor hookups to meet 
bankroliers distribution patterns 
(even plugging different products 
in various markets for an addi- 
tional 5% facilities cost), with 
copy changes permissible on a few 
hours’ notice. 

4—-AM reaches more people at 
less cost than any other medium. 

5—Radio’s selling power is dem- 
onstrated by the number of top ad- 
vertisers who invest more heavily 
in AM than in any other medium. 
Of the top 25 spenders, 15 were 

(Continued on page 37) 


Mutual ‘Game of Day’ 
Gets 7-Day Spread; 
Helfer Adjacency Sold 


Mutual has sold a five-minute 
sports commentary by Al Helfer to 
follow its “Game of the Day” co- 
op broadcasts and is also expand- 
ing the diamond play-by-plays to 
seven days weekly. 

GOTD last year had been sked- 
ded Monday-through-Saturday, but 
this year—presumably to meet the 
stiffer competition from the Liberty 
Broadcasting System—Sunday will 
be included. Web will beam a 
double-header on each Sabbath. 
First game will be aired at 2 p. m. 
and second will be taped for de- 
layed beaming at 8 p. m. 

As with the weekday games, the 
ballcasts will be fed to the “B” net- 
work, stations in the south and 
west, outside the major-league-pro- 
hibited territory. Affiliates will 
have the choice of airing either, 
both or none of the co-op games. 
Ballcasts won’t interfere with the 
web’s commercials, since its first 
bankrolled show on Sunday after- 
noon starts at 4:30 p. m., and its 
last commercial is over at 7 p. m. 

Camels, which is picking up the 
tab for Helfer’s quickie after the 
GOTD, last year backed both pre- 
and post-game roundups. This year, 
the pre-game broadcast, with Stan 
Lomax at the mike, is going co-op. 











As a result of advertisers’ in- 
creasing demand for dispersing 
their plugs over various days of 
the week and different kinds of pro- 
grams, ABC is building a “Pyra- 
mid Plan.” New setup gives bank- 
rollers one-third sponsorship of any 
or all of three programs, “Fat 
Man,” “The Sheriff” and the 8-8:30 
p. m. period of “Stop the Music.” 

Pyramid will give backers audi- 
ences on Sunday, Wednesday and 
Friday and varied formats—musi- 
cal, whodunit and western. Plan is 
being incepted not as a summer 
“clearance” sale, but as a year- 
round operation, and if: it clicks 
may be extended into daytime. Key 
to the demand for dispersion is that 
it gives added circulation, by tap- 
ping non-duplicated audiences, as 
contrasted with repeating messages 
on one stanza. 

Time costs are calculated at one- 
third and half-hour rate, instead of 
the higher 10-minute rate, with the 
advertisers getting a one-minute 
plug in each 10-minute segment 
they buy. Web is offering fre- 
quency discounts of 20% for 52 
participations and 25% for 104 par- 
ticipations. Additionally, bankroll- 
ers will get a 10% discount for 
using a minimum full network. For 
about $13,800, an advertiser can 
buy one participation’ on three 
shows, over a minimum full net- 
work, which ABC sales topper 
Charles Ayres figures is less than 
the cost of the average evening 
half-hour show. 

Ayres is also stressing Pyramid’s 
flexibility, which will permit adver- 
tisers to take as little as only the 
top 75 markets. Further, the web 
will allow substitution of certain 
markets for others to tailor the 
hookup to a backer’s particular dis- 
tribution requirements. 

Idea is aimed at advertisers who 
are more interested in circulation 
than controlling their own show. 
Spotting of the participations will 
be on the basis of first-come, first- 
served, with the earliest buyer get- 
ting choice of opéning, middle or 
closing commercial. .- ; 

In order to snag small as well as 
large bankrollers, Pyramid will pere 
mit purchase of as little as one 
participation weekly, although big- 
ger spenders will be able to pick 
up more. 


Trammell, White 
Webs’ BAB Reps 


Broadcast Advertising Bureau 
has appointed two network repre- 
sentatives to serve on its commit- 
tees, after a cooperative decision by 
all four webs. Chain reps are NBC 
board chairman Niles Trammell 
and MBS prez Frank White who 
will sit on executive and research- 





promotion committees, respectively. | 


Web participation is on rotating 


basis, with ABC and CBS to serve . 


at end of first year. 

.BAB’s objectives were backed 
last_week by the National Assn. of 
Radio & TV Station Representa- 
tives. Endorsement was qualified 
by suggestion that BAB devote a 
substantial portion of its budget to 
develop national spot business, 
NARTSR declared BAB subscrib- 
ers have such a large stake in spot 
biz the industry organization can 
“easily justify serious attention to 
the national spot industry.” 


Hugh Terry to NAB 


Directorate in Runoff 


Washington, March 20. 

Hugh B. Terry, general manager 
of KLZ in Denver, was elected to 
the board of NAB last week in a 
run-off election to choose a direc- 
tor-at-large to represent medium 
size stations. Terry’s term is for 
two years. The run-off was neces- 
sitated by a tie in last month’s elec- 
tion between Terry and John Esau, 
general manager of KTUL in Tulsa, 
Okla., who is completing a one- 
year term as director. 
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Hooper in Sweeping Denials Vs. 
Sindlinger; Presses Counterclaims 


Philadelphia, March 20. 
In the latest legal move in the 
Sindlinger vs. Hooper and Nielsen 
litigation in U. S. District Court 
here, counsel for C. E. Hooper, 
Inc., of New York, filed an answer 


and counterclaim which cate- 
gorically denied all of the Sind- 
linger group’s charges, declared | 


they were maliciously and falsely 


made for the sole purposes of bol- | 
stering the plaintiffs’ case against | 


Nielsen, and asked the court for 
xemplary damages. ; 
tary last year Albert E. Sind- 
linger, in conjunction with Harold 
K. Reiss, the Electronie Radox 
Corp. and Sindlinger & Co., Inc. 
(the latter two since dissolved) filed 
suit in District Court here asking 
$1,500,000 from A. C. Nielsen & 
Co.. of Chicago, and C. E. Hooper, 
Inc., of New York, on three gen- 
eral counts alleging violation of the 
anti-trust laws. unfair business 
practices and violation of patent 
“ights. 
ie a recent appeal both Nielson 
and Hooper attempted to have the | 
case moved from the Third District | 
on the grounds that neither firm | 
maintained offices in this city, and 
that any violations must have tran- 
spired elsewhere. 
Bard dismissed the motion and up- 
held his own ruling that the suit 
must be held in Philadelphia. 

The Hooper answer, entered by 
the law firm of Pepper, Bodine, 


Judge Guy K.} 
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Omaha’s 71,600 Sets 


Omaha, March 20. 

Heavy selling pressure via large 
‘newspaper space and many big 
|window displays are keeping the 
|TV sales going at a surprising rate 
| considering limitations, price, etc. 
| March total sales in the Omaha 
area as reported by the Nebraska- 
Iowa Electrical Council was 3,081 
sets. This brings the grand total 
now to 71,600 sets. One year ago 
this week, there were 20,425 sets in 
'the area, an increase in 12 months 
of 250% 


Coast Stations 





Los Angeles, March 20. 
Long negotiations between Tele- 





stations may come to a satisfactory | 
conclusion tomorrow (Wed.) when 
reps of both sides sit down again. 
| Only a few fringe details remain 
to be worked out before complete 
‘agreement is achieved between TVA 
‘and KTTV, KNBH, KECA-TV, 
| KLAC-TV and KTSL. KTLA pre- 
| viously okayed a TVA contract and 
ithe union has asked for a strike 


| vote against KFI-TV, which has re- 


Near TVA Pact; 














mi 
WILLIAM GARGAN 


Starring as 
“Martin Kane, Private Eye” 

NBcC-TV (Now in 74th week). 

i Trendex Rating—36.6 (7th position) 

| Nielsen Rating—41.0 (16th positioh) 

P.S. Also 2nd Highest Sunday Day- 

time Radio Program (Mutual) 
Sponsored by 
United States Tobacco Co. 

kKudner Agency 

















' vision Authority and the local tele- | e e 
DuMont in Bid To 


Unshackle Itself 
From Par's Hold 


Plenty of Idle TV Sets in Retail 
Stores, But Only Admiral Cuts Price 


— 





CBS-TV Comedy Panel 


Hollywood, March 20. 

Frank Cooper is putting together 
a comedy panel show with the un- 
finished title of “How To... . 
which CBS will audition as summer 
TV standby for Alan Young. If it 
passes muster, show will be telecast 
live here and kinnied for the east. 

Week’s choice of subjects will be 
at the whim of the panelists, to 
include Roger Price, caricaturist- 
comic; Leonard Stern and Stanley 
| Adams, writer-comics, and Ann 
| Martel, British comedienne. Coo- 
' per is packager of the Young show. 


Lehigh Valley In 
‘TV University Bid 


Easten, Pa., March 20. 
Leading educators in this section 








* Conflicting reports of a slump in 


television receiver sales cropped 
up in the trade this week. While 
execs of the various manufacturing 


and retailing firms surveyed by 
Variety did not agree that busi« 
/ness has actually fallen off, they 
| were unanimous in stressing ex- 
|ceptionally heavy inventories of 
|} sets standing idle in retail outlets. 
| Admiral Corp., apparently feeling 
'a dip in sales, announced new low 
| prices on three table models but, 
| So far as could be learned, is the 
|only manufacturer contemplating 
| such a price reduction. 

| Emerson prexy Benjamin Abrams 
| averred that receiver sales are 
| keeping pace with the correspond- 
|the period last year but noted that 





the period is usually a low one in 
the market. Abrams attributed the 
extremely heavy inventories in the 
hands of retailers to the fact that 
most stores, anticipating a short- 
| age of receivers, have overstocked 
|themselves. Production cutbacks, 
; which would have caused the short- 
ages, have not yet been felt to the 





{ 
‘ 


have begun a campaign for the | extent anticipated. Abrams pre- 
allocation of Channel 8 to the Le-| dicted, however, that most manu- 


Stokes & Hamilton, averred the) ) oat, negotiate. 
company has never been involved | Chief problem still to be sur- 


Washington, March 20. 





aaceey a2 inirer hood any of| nounted is the question of ‘‘doub- 
the discussions, negotiations or | n q 


controversies.” The plaintiff's 


DuMont Television’s action here 


' ling,” union contending that a per-- last week in attempting to force 


id s tely | - 
complaint, it declared “makes ex. | former should be paid separately | the FCC to settle the Paramount 


‘ : ‘for commercials and the stations 
travagant and false allegations of | slakaiias Ghak ¢ Reckeruate on 4 ¥00- 


fact and alleges false and unwar- | 
| or allowed to run to the expiration | 
in time segments following Class A | 








isting contracts will be re-drawn | 
| 








: {gram should handle at least part, 
(Continued on pag 36) of the commercials without extra 
(" . j Vi d still is the question of whether ex- 
lor 5 I €0 | date at the old rate. 
Present indications are that day- 
are asking that late night telecasts | 
Jn a switch agi’ nae rd we | time be scaled the same as day- 
roster of name artists, Eddie Can- | tine shows. 
” 7 of r * 9 
gate Hour,” NBC video show, 0 
around a “Five Stars of Tomorrow” D.C. Station S Plunge Int 
©! Classroom Education By | 
a flock of new talent. Program will 
spotlight Joel Gray, 16-year-old 
1 “Borschtcapades” show; Washington, March 20. 
Evelyn “Gould. Torente operatic Public and official kudos were 
tomime act with records, one of | debut into classroom education via 
the boys being a_ paraplegic; | video. 
liam Warfield, Negro singer who week, first in an experimental se- 
just completed Metro’s remake of ries of eight lessons in music ap- 
team to be named later. | dozen selected classrooms of sixth- 
nis particular video show will grade pupils in public schools. Pro- 
commodate Cantor's one-man con- the youngsters themselves, their 
cert in that city the same night. teachers, and the D. C. Board of 


charge. Another stumbling block 

, |time strip show scale will be, 

tar S 0 OMOorrow | around $80 per hour. Stations also | 
tor has mapped his April 1 “Col- | 
format with the airer to showcase 

comic, son of Mickey Katz, co-pro- Tele Gets General Kudos 

songstress; Tony & Eddy, a pan-| WNBW’s (NBC) reward for its} 

Michelle Auclair. a violinist; Wil- The 45-minute TV _ class last 

“Show Boat”; and a boy-girl hoof- , preciation, was directed to a half- 

originate from Philadelphia to ac-| rams, planned and executed by 

Cantor is readying the April 1 | Education, were viewed by the gen- 


show (an “extra’’) in the middle of | 


setting his next “Colgate Hour” 
stint next Sunday (25), with Jimmy 
Durante guesting, and his next reg- 
ular appearance on the show 
April 22. . 


Dick Joseph ‘Going Places’ 
Via WABD Aft. Series 


Dick Joseph, whose “Vacation 
Wonderland” strip was forced off 
NBC-TV after an eight-week run 
by the “Miss Peters” serial, is start- 
ing a “Going Places’, show on 
WABD, N. Y., outle of DuMont. 
New series will be aired a half- 
hour on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday afternoons. under sponsor- 
ship of Friendly Frost Stores and 
Crosley appliances. 

Joseph, travel editor of Esquire 
mag, author of “Your Trip Abroad” 
and head of the Travel Writers of 
America, also appears as a regular 
panel member on “Ladies Before 
Gentlemen,” also backed by Frost 
and Crosley on DuMont, Wednes- 
day evenings. Format of the travel 
Stanza will include interviews in- 





tegrated with trave” pix. Rick Fred- | 


ericks, writer-director of “Vacation 
Wonderland,” will serve in the 
same capacity on the new series, 
which will be beamed Mondays and 


Fridays at 1:30 p.m. and Wednes- | 


days at 2 p.m. 


|eral TV audience. Format followed 
regular classroom procedure, with 
the teacher giving her lesson to 
a studio class, while the selected 
groups, including one class of stu- 
dent teachers, saw lesson on their 
screens. 

Purpose of the experiment is to 
measure potential value of such TV 
instruction. Following completion | 
'of the series, tests will be made 
by educators to evaluate results. 

General Board of Education re- 
| action to ‘he initial lesson was fa- 
'vorable though cautious. Dr. Carl 
| F. Hansen, associate school super- 
, intendent, stressed the fact that TV 
| Was no substitute for the classroom 
|teacher, but applauded results. 





self from the hold Par has on it. 
That hold, which the FCC says is 
controlling and which both Par and 
DuMont say is not, is nevertheless 
sufficiently strong to hold up the 
latter’s TV expansion plans even 
without help from the FCC freeze. 

It was considered significant that 
DuMont acted alone in asking for 
dismissal of its long-standing ap- 
plication’ to be transferred to 
Paramount Pictures Corp., a step 
it took as a consequence of the 
Par consent decree and the sepa- 
ration of theatre and film opera- 
tions. But that application, filed 
last July, unlike the dismissal re- 
quest, was submitted by Par and 
DuMont jointly, with the stipula- 
tion it was not to be considered an 
admission of control. 

This turn of events made it 
clear that from now on DuMont is 
playing it alone in its problems 


| with the FCC. Mortimer W. Loewi, 


director of DuMont network opera- 
tions, said as much in denying re- 
ports last week that Par has been 
trying to buy out DuMont’s three 
TV stations. “Our whole em- 
phasis,” said Loewi, “is devoted to 
the task of making DuMont free 
and clear to prosecute our applica- 
tions for the maximum number of 
'owned - and - operated _ stations, 
which would permit us to serve 
two additional cities.” 

Whether DuMont’s action will 
have the desired effect is question- 
able. The Par-DuMont issue, it 
appears, is tied up with the broader 
question of Commission policy re- 


(Continued on page 36) 


LIFT NCAA BAN FOR 
WESTERN.CAGE PLAYOFF 


Kansas City, March 20. 
Ban by the National Collegiate 
Athletic Association on telecasts 
from the courtside will be lifted 
for a single shot by WDAF-TV at 
the final game March 24 in the 
western basketball playoffs here. 








Most interesting observation was 


‘that pupils actuall ee | The Kansas City Star’s TV outlet 
| well pipe the — - will move into Municipal Audi- 
/torium at 9:30 p.m. to carry the 





Kaufman’s TV Awards 


The William L. Kaufman Awards 
for 1950’s outstanding TV dramatic 
shows will be awarded today 
(Wed.) at American Television So- 
ciety luncheon at Hotel Roosevelt, 
N. Y. Recipients will be Donald 
Davis, for Actors Studio, Worth- 
ington Miner, Studio One, Herbert 
Bayard Swope, Jr., “Lights Out”; 
Bernard Prockter, “The Big Story”; 
John U. Reber, Kraft Theatre. 

Citations are by Merlin Press, 
| publisher of Kaufman’s “Best Tele- 
vision Plays of the Year.” Kauf- 
man is NBC-TV script director, 





| final game. Chevrolet dealers of 
| Sreater Kansas City bought the 
telecast. 

Demand for tickets was largely 
responsible for the permit. Fol- 
lowing the first announcement of 
tickets sale, requests for over 
25,000 seats flooded the NCAA of- 
ficials. With only about 9.000 
capacity in the auditorium, it was 
felt the move to televise the game 
was a necessity. 

WDAT-TV is cancelling “Hit 
Parade” and “Toast of the Town” 
to clear time for the game. Jay 





Fry eer and Phil Bodwell will | 


do the courtside reporting. 


| high Valley as they made tentative 
plans to form a TV University. 
| Meeting here Friday (16), offi- 


'cials of five colleges and a number 
, of high schools made it clear that 
ithey are not interested in operat- 
|ing a television station, but only 
| seek a definite allocation of a chan- 
{nel to a commercial licensee. 

| Dr. Levering Tyson, president of 
{Muhlenberg College, who was with 
| NBC before he became a college 
| president, was named chairman of 


| DuMont control issue left no doubt | the group. He was ¢g-ected to ap- 
ithe company is trying to free it-| point a committee to work with | 


— in developing plans for a co- 
| operative effort to obtain the allo- 
cation. 

Other colleges represented were 
Lafayette, Lehigh, Cedar Crest 
and Moravian College. 

If a channel is allocated, it was 
stated, the five colleges and high 
schools in the section would coop- 
erate to present educational and 
other public service programs. 

A spokesman for the group said 
that it will advocate allocation of a 
| VHF channel and the operation of 
| a station in that range because the 
| receivers in use in this section are 
| built only for VHF reception. 

It was agreed among the educa- 
, tors that it would not be feasible 
| for colleges to operate their own 
| TV stations because of the expense 
involved, but that it would be de- 
sirable to have time on a commer- 
cial station for educational pur- 
poses. 


‘Maugham Theatre’ Shifts 
Webs Next Month With Its 
Format Upped to Full Hour 


“Somerset Maugham Theatre,” 
now sponsored Wednesday nights 
on CBS-TV by Tintair, moves over 
to NBC next month under the 
same bankroller but in an expand- 


ed hour-long format. Series takes 
over the 9:30 to 10:30 p.m. period 
on alternate Monday nights, which 
was vacated this week by Bernard 
L. Schubert’s ‘Musical Comedy 
Time,” sponsored by Procter & 
Gamble. 

Maugham show, in its new slot, 
will be alternating with Robert 
Montgomery’s “Lucky Strike The- 
atre.” Extension of the program 
from its present half-hour format 
on CBS to a full hour on NBC, 
consequently, actually is not ex- 
pected to cost Tintair much more 
in time or production charges, 
since the hour show will be aired 
only once every two weeks. 

Move from one web to another 
is believed based on two factors. 
Primarily, it’s the bankroller’s de- 
sire to sew up the Monday night 
period on NBC with an eye to next 
season, when available network 
video time is expected to be at a 
premium. In addition, the spon- 
sor was reportedly § dissatisfied 
with a pending switch on the CBS 
web from its Wc inesday night air- 
ing to early Saturday evenings. 
CBS earlier had committed the 
Wednesday night slot to Wildroot 
for its “Charlie Wild, Private Eye,” 
which moves there next month. 
As a result, it had planned to 
schedule the Maugham series Sat- 
urday evenings from 6:30 to 7 p.m. 











| facturers before the year is out will 
ibe forced to trim production be- 
|cause of shortages of vital mate- 
| rials needed by the Government 
| for defense purposes. 
Admitted Sales Slump 

Spokesman for Bruno-N. Y., ex- 
clusive metropolitan area distribu- 
|tors for RCA Victor products, ad- 
mitted the trade is now suffering 
|from a slump in sales. He attrib- 
‘uted the decline to a number of 
factors, including the Easter holi- 
day season, income taxes and, para- 
doxically, the Kefauver crime com- 
mittee hearings in N: Y. While 
|more people are probably watch- 
ing the hearings on TV than have 


Bible,’ ‘Medicine’ 
Series for United 


Indicating the steadily-growing 
trend towards producing television 
shows on film, United TV Programs 


| this week set plans for distribution 
of two more vidfilm series. Gerald 
King, prez of UTP, the recently- 
formed organization specializing in 
release of films made especially for 
TV, planed to the Coast this week 
to huddle with Kirk Douglas on a 
series titled “The Bible Speaks" 
and also sewed up distrib rights to 
| ‘Medicine on the March,” a series 
conceived by RKO producer John 
Beck. _ 

“Bible Speaks” is a 15-minute 
dramatic series, starring Douglas 
and dealing with modern-day influ- 
ences of the Bible. Pilot film has 
been completed and the second one 
will be turned out early in April. 
Present plans call for Douglas to 
act in six of the 13 films in each 
cycle, with other Hollywood name 
stars filling in the alternate weeks. 
With an eye to the eventual com- 
mercialization of color video, the 
pilot film was lensed in 16m Koda- 
chrome. 

“Medicine” series, which is being 
produced in association with Dr. 
Joel Pressman and Dr. John Egan, 
chief-of-staff of Santa Monica's St. 
John’s Hospital, is to be a weekly 
panel show featuring doctors on 
the St. John’s staff and a different 
film personality each week from 
Hollywood. King declared the 
series is owned by the hosp and all 
profits will be used for the con- 
struction of a new wing to the 
building. Beck, as well as others 
working on the show, will be con- 
tributing their services gratis. 


Swope Pacts Rights To 
Sax Rohmer Properties 


Herbert Bayard Swope, Jr., NBC- 
TV producer-director, has acquired 
the rights to all properties of Sax 
Rohmer, creator of Dr. Fu Manchu, 
and will use them as basis of sev- 
eral AM and TV series. NBC will 
get first crack at the programs. 

Wyllis Cooper is associated with 
Swope on the projected airers and 
will adapt the Rohmer stories. 
Shows in preparation include “Fu 
Manchu” and “Sax Rohmer Pre- 
sents.” latter featuring the author 
as narrator of his short stories. 
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Hams—With Money 


An increasing number of prominent business men here are not 
only finding TV a good advertising medium for their products, but 
also an instrument that permits an outlet for hitherto suppressed 
acting urges and desires to attain more of the public limelight. 


They're going for it like ducks t 


their own TV shows, KSTP-TV and WTCN-TV heads point out. 
Two such industry leaders who have TV shows and who make 
regular appearances on them are I. J. Fink, head of a dry cleaning 
firm, and Peter.B. Juster, owner of one of the city’s largest cloth- 
Their avowed reasons for the appearances are 


ing establishments. 
a belief that they can bring their 
a regular announcer, a wish to h 


with the merchant with whom it’s doing business and a more inti- 


mate approach to the task of enli 


The dry cleaning company. offers movies for its TV entertainment 
and Fink is on “between the acts” being interviewed by the sta- 
tion announcer relative to various phases of the services offered 
by his company. Juster participates in various style discussions 


on his shows. 


Both men have developed topnotch TV personalities. 


in the stations’ opinion, they’ve 
Milton Berles. 


Minneapolis, March 20. 


o water, appearing regularly on 


sales messages home better than 
ave the public acquainted better 


sting more patronage. 


In fact, 
taken to their roles like regular 








NBC Peddling 34 Low-Cost Video 


Packages for ‘Operation Summer 





With its summer incentive plan+ 


for advertisers already in the hands 
of agencies, NBC television this 
week turned over to its sales de- 
partment for peddling a list of 34| 


different packages not now on the | who’s currently emceeing a west- 
air which will be available for sum- | er film afternoon stanza for kids 
mer sponsorship, Emphasis on the | : 
shows is on low-cost programming, | to provide some cheesecake for 
with the average half-hour program | 
designed to carry a $4,500 talent | 


and production budget. 

Web has also finalized its plans 
for a summer-time version of its 
“Saturday Night Revue.” Show, de- 
signed for a 13-week run, will be 
two-and-a-half hours long, same as 
the current “Revue,” but will cost 
far less. Producer- Max Liebman 
and stars Sid Caesar and Imogene 
Coca of “Revue” will definitely va- 
cation during the summer. NBC, 
declined, however, to divulge the 
talent lineup for the summer pro- 
gram, since some of the names have 
not yet been pacted. Current spon- 
sors on the Saturday night program 
will be given first crack at the re- 
placement. 

Under its “Operation Summer,” 
which is being mapped out by Da- 
Vidson Taylor under the overall su- 
pervision of exec veepee Sylvester 


(Continued on page 36) 


Easter Sun. Tried 


As Special 1-Shot 


Easter Sunday has been added 
to the list of holidays attracting 
Special one-shot programs on radio 
and television by major network ad- 
vertisers. Nash Motors this week 
signed Milton Berle to star in a 
special vaudeo presentation on the 
full NBC video web Sunday (25) 
from 3 to 4 p. m. Supporting 
talent on the program is being 
lined up this week’ by the William 
Morris office. 


Berle did a similar show on NBC- 
TV Christmas Day, but that one 
was sold on a co-op basis. Other 
major advertisers, such as Wrig- 
ley’s, Elgin-American and Coca- 
Cola, have sponsored similar pro- 
grams on the various webs on both 
Christmas and Thanksgiving, and 
Nash hopes to prove with the Berle 
show that a sufficient family audi- 
ence is available Easter Sunday to 
make that holiday worthwhile also. 
. Nash, _incidentally, dumped _ its 

Nash Airflyte Theatre” series from 
the CBS-TV web after the broad- 
cast last Thursday night (15). 
Agency is Geyer, Newell & Ganger. 


r ¢ ) 
WHAM-TV’s ‘Meek’ Preem 
Rochester, N. Y., March 20. 

WHAM-TV, Rochester, and the 
Genesee Valley Players will give a 
Performance of “The Terrible 
Meek” on Good Friday (23). 

It will be the first television per- 
formance of the Charles Rann Ken- 
nedy Easter play. It will also be 
the first TV appearance of the 
Genesee Valley Players. 











Crabbe Strip for Femmes 


Buster Crabbe, former pic star 


on WOR-TV, N. Y., has been inked 


their mothers. 

Crabbe, dressed in loin cloth of 
his ‘‘Tarzan” jungle opuses, will 
/do a 15-minute strip for WOR-TV 
|in which he’ll show the ladies how 
to do reducing exercises. 


NBC's Drastic 
Coast Cutbacks: 
Lop Sustainers 


Hollywood, March 2Q. 

All afternoon sustainers will be 
lopped by KNBH after April 1 in 
budget cutbacks ordered by NBC, 
with personnel also due for axing. 
First to go is daytime program- 
ming coordinator Al Fishler. In 
all, station is cutting 135 minutes 
of programming, signing on at 2:55 
instead of current 12:30. 

Among show dropped are news 
strip, “Comedy Club” and pickups 
requiring field crew. Manager Tom 
McFadden said cuts are keyed to 
approach of summer and that old | 
schedule will likely be resumed in | 
fall. He said other staffers would 
be affected by retrenchment. He 
indicated shows lopped had failed | 
to spark any sponsor interest and | 
that losses had to be curtailed. | 

McFadden is huddling today | 
(Tuesday) with NBC tele veepee 
“Pat” Weaver on future plans for 
KNBH and further staff cuts. 


Coppers in Mpls. Aren't 
Afraid to Face Camera 
And Tell Their Story 


Minneapolis, March 20. 

KSTP-TV is giving Minneapolis 
police department members (who 
haven’t figured in any exposes) a 
chance to give their side of the 
law enforcement story. The police- 
men go on the air in the KSTP-TV 
show, “Of the People.” During in- 
terviews by host Bob Ryan, the cop- 











LUX M 





AGIC T 





OVER FROM RADIO 


Impact of the carryover of the 
Lux tag line from radio into video 
appears to be writing an interest- 
ing addenda to the almost fabulous 
rating career of the long-running 
Lever Bros. dramatic stanza. Fact 
that, after nearly a score of years, 
“Lux Radio Theatre’ showed up 
in the most recent Nielsens (Feb. 
4-10) with a 24.5, outstripping any 
other rating of the season, has 
come to be taken in stride, for the 
Lux leadoff in the Nielsen radio 
parade has become a year-in-year- 
out bonanza for the client. 


What wasn’t anticipated, how- 
ever, at least so early in its TV 
career, is the payoff accruing to 
the Monday night video counter- 





without any of the bigtime preten- 
tions surrounding the Hollywood- 
originating full hour AM show, the 


TV segment nonetheless has come 
up with ratings calculated to baf- 
fle the video pulse-takers. On the 
Jan. 15-22 Nielsens, for example, 
“Lux Video Theatre” came up with 
a 39.1 tally, which left such major 
league dramatic entries as “Ford 
Television Theatre,” “Studio One,” 
“Pulitzer Prize Playhouse,” the 
Robert Montgomery ‘‘Lucky Strike 
Theatre” and “Somerset Maughan 
Theatre” trailing behind. 


Aside from the magic overtones | 
accompanying the Lux tag line, the 
pulse takers appear at a loss to ex- 
plain the show’s extravagant audi- | 
ence payoff, although around CBS | 
they are inclined to attribute it in| 
some measure to capturing a large | 
segment of the preceding ‘“God- 
frey’s Talent Scouts” show. Fact, 
too, that ‘‘Lucky Strike Theatre’ 
and “Studio One” overlap for 30) 








minutes of their respective full | 
hour productions is held responsi- 
ble for shaving their audiences. 


Full Week of On-the-Air 
Auditions for CBS ‘Rider’; 
Ist Time for Vidpic Show 





Cues Colgate Format Switch Next Fall 





Colgate, encountering consider- 

| able difficulty in keeping the name 
| comics on its Sunday night “Come- 
| dy Hour” via NBC-TV to a steady 
| schedule, is reportedly mulling the 
| Possibility of switching to a com- 
pletely new format next fall. It’s 
| believed definite that the bank- 
| roller will retain its hold on that 
|8 to 9 p. m. slot, considered one of 
|the best franchises in video, but 
| may decide next season to try an 
| hour-long dramatic series or two 
half-hour shows back-to-back. 


Illustrating the troubles facing 
Colgate and NBC in filling the star 
,role on each week’s stanza is the 
| lineup set so far for the remainder 
of the season, which finds Eddie 
Cantor doing three shows in five 
weeks—a switch in itself from the 
original intention of rotating four 
comedians on a once-a-month basis 


Scrapple Scrap 
Philadelphia, March 20. 

When Arthur Godfrey took 
time out on his program to 
look at the station break com- 
mercial and announced with 
some disgust, “Dogfood!,” he 
unwittingly stirred up a tempo- 
rary tempest here. 

The station break on WCAU- 
TV at that moment was plug- 
ging scrapple and sausage. In 
Philadelphia, when you call 
scrapple “dogfood,” you’d bet- 
ter smile. The station’s switch- 
board was kept bus.’ all eve- 
ning explaining that the “dog- 
food” referred to a New York 
commercial and was not in- 
tended to cast aspersions on 
the local breakfast ambrosia. 





for each. Cantor takes his usual 





rt of th L d ics. A| ? 
part of the Tax dramatics 4 Boardad (Keefe 





The Lilli Palmer Show, renewed 


WCBS-TV, N. Y., moves into the 


, | 
for another 13 weeks by Pond’s on, Ganwere of outtch. Glace wea | 


turn this week (25), but then is 
forced to come back for the follow- 
ing week (April 1) and for the April 
22 stanza. Bob Hope takes over 


April 8; the April 15 date is still 
open, and then Dean Martin and 
S as ll S | Jerry Lewis, originating their show 


from Chicago, have been booked in 
for April 29. Nothing has been 


l . set yet past that date. 

4 ine ef Re 0 __ Under the original plan, Cantor, 
| 
| 


Fred Allen and Martin & Lewis 
were each to have done one show a 
Hollywood, March 20. | month, with Hope and Bobby Clark 
called on to answer question of | alternating each eighth week to fill 


4 out the fourth stanza of each 
whether NBC-TV has right to use| month. Since the series preemed 


two segments of an hour show a/j,¢ fall, Allen has bowed off; 
week apart without duplicate pay- Cjark’s appearances have been er- 


ment to an actor. Question has | ratic and Ho 
: : | : pe and M&L have 
been posed by Dennis O’Keefe,| heen forced to bypass several 





Television Authority may be, 


| who contends he should be paid a| <cheduled dates because of film or 


second fee, countering NBC’s| other commitments. NBC, as a 
claim that fouled up kine made yecyit, has been filling the dates 
it necessary to split it into two| with such names as Bea Lillie, she 
sections. Net says it has right to) was star last Sunday night (18), the 


use kine once in every market spike Jones orch, Abbott & Costel- 
without additional payment andj, and Tony Martin. 


that playing the kine in two install- | Further complicating the setup 


ments constitutes only one screen-/ are such factors as the amount of 
| Ing. costly, longrange program juggling 


O’Keefe guested with Jack Car- t) which NBC will be forced, in 
ter March 3, material including a} (Conti d 37) 4 
standup routine in which Carter) ontinued on page 
introed the film star, followed by | 


a Yan De gis = aaatet. >| 4 . 
second half, he did comedy takeo 
on famous and infamous brothers Kukla S Hike From 


3146 to $10,600 


fecting beards which made them | 
Chicago, March 20. 


unrecognizable. 
Kukla, Fran & ‘Ollie jump from 





In Los Angeles listings of March | 
10, Buster Keaton and Beatrice 
Kaye were listed as Carter guests. 





V SPELL 


IMPACT CAR AIFS Comedy Hour’ Name Comic Problem 


y | called at home by Glenn Ford, who. 
Thursday night 7:15 to 7:30 slot; told O’Keefe he was on kine. Lat- 


starting next week (29), which will | ter tuned in, saw his opening num-' ; 
- | just finalized, 
(Continued on page 36) | tember, 1951, until 1956. Deal thus 


| sews up 21%4 hours of video time for 


give the key CBS station a chance 
for a full week of one-the-air audi- 


spe ee 
Hons oe tity for vider. ‘Series ig AtTid Set to Sponsor Two 
Programs on CBS-TV; Web 





“Range Rider,” half-hour western 
produced by Gene Autry’s Flying-A 
Enterprises with partial CBS financ- 





CBS plans to air the show Mon-| week bought the Thursday night 
day through Friday next week from | 10:30 to 11 slot on CBS-TV, which 


6:30 to 7 p. m. in an attempt to had been vacated by Nash-Kelvi- | 
and potential nator. While the program to be | 


interest agencies” 3 
clients in buying it. It’s believed pbankrolled by the new sponsor has 
the first time a vidfilm show has not been definitely selected, there’s 
been auditioned on the air in that g chance that Arrid may take a 
way. Jack Mahoney, who plays the Ty version of “Crime Photograph- 
title role, is flying in from the er,” CBS house package which has 
Coast this week to appear on the been heard on radio. . 
show live each day. He’ll be intro-| New sponsor is slated to tee off 
duced by “Sheriff” Bob Dixon, April 19, with CBS filling the time 
whose “Chuck Wagon” is broadcast | until then with a sustaining series. 
immediately preceding. | Arrid only recently renewed for 

On-the-air audition has also been | another cycle on its segment of 
made possible by the moving of the CBS’ “Sing It Again” simulcast, 





pers will have a chance to provide 
viewers with an account of their | 
role in the community, telling | 
about their duties and detailing | 
some of their problems. The pro-| 
gram will be highlighted by Police 
Inspector William Joyce’s presen- | 
tation of merit awards to depart- 
ment members who have given ex- 
ceptional service. 

“Of the People” is a weekly 
KSTP-TV public service feature 
sponsored by the Minneapolis Sav- 
ings & Loan Assn., a banking in- 


Steve Allen show from its present thus giving it two programs on 
7 to 7:30 p. m. cross-the-board time the web’s video network. 

to a new strip slot next week, from CBS, meanwhile, has not yet de- 
11:30 a. m. to 12:30 p. m. With cided on a show to replace its “Pru- 
“Range Rider” going next week dential Family “heatre,” aired al- 
only from 6:30 to 7, the “Real Mc- ternate Tuesdays from 8 to 9 p.m., 
Kay” show will go from 7 to 7:30 which the life insurance firm is 
daily except Thursday, when Miss dropping end of this month. Web 
Palmer’s program takes the first 15 will probably extend “Sure As 
minutes. For the week starting Fate,” its sustaining hour-long dra- 
April 2, the McKay program will: matic series which rotates with 


be moved back into the 6 to 6:30 “Prudential,” to a weekly basis. 


period, with WCBS-T / planning to Also in the works however, is a 
inaugurate a new series of feature, new Army show which will origi- 
film oldies from 6:30 to 7:30—but | nate from various GI bases on the 





stitution. It’s designed to acquaint 
viewers with functions and goals of 
various Twin City public officials. 





again excluding Thursday, to per- cable and which CBS may toss into 
mit Miss Palmer’s show to be aired. the Tuesday night slot. 


, $3,500 to $10,600 a week under 


their new five-year NBC-TV deal, 
commencing Sep- 


| NBC, in light of the multiple spon- 


| sorship by Procter & Gamble (two 


shots) and one half-hour nightly 
‘under Ford, Life mag and RCA 
sponsorship. 


4 ‘ an’ ' RCA originally had KF&O for 
Waits on Prudential Sub two half hours, but relinquished 
ing. Carter Products, for Arrid, this, 


one of its segments to P&G which 
wanted two half-hour spots. 

Pact provides yearly increases 
which will hit the $15,000 mark by 
1956. 

Contract covers the personnel 
and production of the half-hour 
cross-the-board ‘show with Burr 
Tillstrom paying out of his $10,600 
package fee the eight other persons 
connected with the strip, including 

Fran Allison, producer Beulah 
Zachary, musical director Jack 
Fascinato, costumer Joe Lockwood 
and office staff. 


‘SCHNOZ CALLS IT QUITS 
"AFTER MAY 16 TV SHOW 


Jimmy Durante will do his last 
show of the season on NBC’s ‘“Four- 
Star Revue” May 16. Originally 
contracted to do nine shows, Du- 
rante will complete his contract 
‘one show earlier than originally 
' specified. 

Durante’s April 18 show will 
mark the television bow of Jose 
-Iturbi, pianist - conductor. The 
Schnoz is Eddie Cantor’s guest this 
Sunday (25) on the “Colgate Come-. 
‘dy Hour.” 
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FRONT PAGE DETECTIVE 

(“Honey from the Bees”) 

With Edmund Lowe, Paula Drew, 
others © 

Producer: Riley Jackson 

Director: Arnold Wester 

Writer: Curt Siodmak 

30 Mins.; Fri., 9:30 p.m. 

WINE GROWERS GUILD 

WABD-DuMont, N. Y. ' 

(Guild, Bascom & Bonfigli) 

This new series, produced on 

film especially for television by 

Jerry Fairbanks with his multicam 


process, is just another in the long | format is hardly strong enough to! the non-job hunting viewer —un-| intros. Rex Harrison was nicely 


list of crime mellers which have 
hit video in recent months. Ex- 
film actor Edmund Lowe, playing 
the standard newspaper columnist- 
amateur sleuth character, should 
attract some viewers. In addition, 
DuMont’s WABD has logged the 
show back-to-back with its “Hands 
of Mystery,” so it has that much 
better a chance of luring the who- 
dunit fans. 

But, judging from the preem 
show (16), Fairbanks and his sta 
should pay more attention to the 
scripting. Initialer, an original-by 
Curt Siodmak titled “Honey from 
the Bees.” was a fantastic, gener- 
ally implausible yarn about an ex- 
matinee idol turned dramatic coach 
when an unidentified illness 
crippled his body. He found, how- 
ever, that the poison from a bee 
sting gave him back his complete 
health for three minutes at a time, 
just long enough for him to 
strangle the boy-friend of the beau- 
tiful young actress with whom he 
had fallen in love. 


Lowe was acceptable in the title | 
role but the part gave him little | 


opportunity to display much of his 
o!d thesping ability. Paula Drew 


played the inevitable “girl Friday,” | 
in this case Loew's gal-friend who’s | 


a fashion designer. Midge Ware 
fared slightly better as the young 
actress. John Close, as the villian 
of the piece, had no chance to 


overcome his lines. Show evi- 
denced_ plenty of attention to 
‘production mountings, and the 


multicam system, which permits 
the use of three or four cameras 
simultaneously, made for good 
lensing. 
Commercials for 
were integrated into the film, sig- 
nifving the same bankroller will 
sponsor the series in a number of 
markets. Plugs were spotted, how- 
ever. at strategic points where 
they could be clipped and other 
commercials inserted, in case Fair- 
banks sells the series elsewhere. 
Stal. 


HOSPITALITY HOUSE 
With Marion Maul, Steve Hall 
Trio; Jeny Coyle 
Director: Gordon Tuell 
15 Mins.; Sun.; 10:45 p.m. 
UNION-FERN FURNITURE CO. 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 
(Hevenor) 
“Hospitality House” furnishes 
moderate entertainment on a mod- 
est budget. Its doors would open 
wider to viewers if the program 
were tightened, a better setting 
for Marion Maul were provided, 
the camera work were sharpened 
and the’ advertising reduced. 
Youthfully attractive singer ap- 


Guild Wine | 


THE BUSTER CRABBE SHOW 

Producers: Bob Bundy, Crabbe 

Director: Mende Brown 

30 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 5:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WOR-TV, N. Y¥. _ 
“The Buster Crabbe Show” is a 


entry slanted for moppet audi- 
ences. For kids who aren't too 
particular about the quality of their 
late afternoon entertainment this 
| half-hour program of talk:and film 
| will prove adequate. However, the 





,lure many youngsters away from 
| NBC-TV's “Howdy Doody” which is 
| beamed in the same 5:30 p.m. to 6 
| segment. 

' In an attempt at atmosphere, the 


camera picks up Crabbe sporting a | 


|ecowboy outfit against a log cabin 
| background. He spends about eight 
minutes reading mail and answer- 
ing questions from youthful fans 
at the outset of the show. Next 15 
; minutes or so is filled in with part 
of an old Crabbe western. Under 
the time allotment it takes three 


i days to run off the complete film. | 


{ Session on Thursday (15) wound 
up -with Crabbe reading more q. & 


a. about his background, how many | 


'oaters he’s appeared in and is it 
itrue that the chairs broken over 
: your head are made of balsa? Star 
‘maintained a paternal and indul- 
‘gent attitude in handling the 
queries. But the “Buster Crabbe 
Show” needs more animation and 
color before it can lift itself out of 
the mediocre bracket it’s i 
i 


’ 


' PAL SHOW 
‘With Andre Baruch, emcee; Deputy 
N. YY. Police Commissioner 
James B. Nolan, others 
_Producer-Director: Howard Davis 
30 Mins.; Sat., 12:30 p,m. 
| Sustaining 
WNBT, N. Y. 
What the Police Athletic League 
of New York City’s Police Dept. 
is doing to keep youngsters out 
‘of mischief and delinquency is 
outlined in the “PAL Show.” Half- 
| hour program via WNBT, N. Y. 
Saturday (17) had its rough edges, 
| but the PAL goals were made 
‘clear by emcee Andre Baruch, 
PAL prez James B. Nolan, who 
| also is a N. Y. deputy Police Com- 
| Missioner, and other guests. 


| For Saturday’s stanza, awards 


; were distributed to youthful win- |: 
ners of a poster contest, and prac- | 


; tical demonstrations of the kids’ 
| talents in music as well as arts 
,;and crafts were picked up by 
the camera. Throughout the ses- 
sion Baruch circulated among the 
moppets and helped dissipate their 
, self-consciousness as best he could. 
| Withal, the PAL’s message—“the 
| policeman is your friend’—can be 
| considered safely delivered 

viewers. Gilb. 


{ 
' 





‘SCIENCE SKETCHES'~ e 
| With Prof. Jonathan Karas 
| Producer: Paul Burgraff 
15 Mins., Fri., 6 p.m. 
| Sustaining 
WBZ-TV, Boston 
A new entry in WBZ-TV’s pitch 


modestly mounted cross-the-board | 


HELP WANTED 

With John Dunham 
Producer: Phil Bondelli 
| Director: Fred Ross 

| 15 Mins.; Sun., 3:15 p.m. 
| Participating 
| WBKB, Chicago Bea Lillie and produeer-director 
WBKB adds to its rather exten- | Edwa uryea Dowling wrap 

| sive list of all-plug shows. with this | up an entertaining package with an 
| quarter-hour presentation. A sort international flavor for NBC-TV’s 
| of a video classified ad section, it|“‘Comedy Hour Sunday (18). 
‘eonsists of “Help Wanted” pleas | Stanza successfully dispensed with 
from participating clients. As such, | the emcee format in favor of hav- 
‘it’s of practically no interest to | ing the acts come on without wordy 





‘doubtedly, the majority—but does | teamed with Miss Lillie in a “Ham-| short production 


‘a good job for the limited segment | let” sketch which had the British 
-at which it’s aimed. Such special- | comedienne play the non-stop-talk- 
‘ized programniing, with little value | ing boor in the audience, with 





to most dialers, would probably cut | Valerie Bettis as the friend on the 
a niche in_indie’s rating if used|opposite end of her disruptive | 
too widely but gets by when held/chatter. Miss Bettis also clicked 
to a weekly quarter-hour. = “eo = ge 

Unique idea is handled with best , W2¢ ass Lilie was an upp | 
BB+ visual appeal with film Servant posing as her a SS. | 
clips of the various man-hungry Dancer also socked over a satiric 
firms’ activities used. Emphasis| bit of choreography which spoofed | 
on segment seen (18) was on drafts- | geciaatamagsiy psychological terp- 
men, with several of the 10 bank- | /"&- ; is oe 
rollers pitching their need for the | _ Jean Sablon was —_———. yal 
slide rule artists. Defense work ac- | Gallic tunes, done in a lush | 
tivities of the clients—which in- Sian boite setting. Less successful | 
cluded such blue chip firms as | Was Wally Cox s bit as a frustrated | 
U.S. Steel and Western Electric— actor. Cox’s humor has developed | 
were also underscored. Film clips 2 sameness which dulls its impact | 
used were of generally good qual- and his takeoffs on confused, hesi- | 
ity. John Dunham handled the off- | tating simpletons borders on the | 
screen pitches in okay fashion. pathetic. There'd be more point) 

ave. 


\if the target of his jibes was the} 
‘cause of the frustration. Bit of | 
| Cox’s ending up with Bettis, how- | 
SONGS OF FAITH ‘ever, provided a slick climax to} 
‘With Robert Fisher, Patricia her dance. | 
| Lynch, Robert Hedges, Gertrude; Final “Red Pepper” routines, 
| Anderson, Herbie Koch, Edward which were written by Noel Cow-: 
| Barrett; C. Douglas Ramey, nar-' ard, didn’t measure up to the rest 
| Yvrator 
Director-Producer: Pete Katz 
'15 Mins., Sat., 5:45 p.m. 
/HONEY KRUST BAKERY 
| WHAS-TV, Louisville 


(Doe-Anderson) 


| A hymn-singing session without 
ia a slant, oe | 
itvpe quarter-hour with a_nicely- 
| blended mixed quartet fills an|. Margaret Arlen wound up three | 
early evening spot on the WHAS- ' full weeks of civil defense lessons | 
‘TV screen, corrspondingly lon for the housewife audience Friday 
‘occupied by similar shows WHAS- | (16) via her cross-the-board morn- 
|AM. The transition is smooth, and | 128 Show on WCBS-TV key N.Y. out- | 
‘if anything the impact on the lis- | let of the CBS web. During the 15) 
|tener is more personal than when | !€ssons, which have occupied about | 
the audio medium fulfilled the'| ‘> Sewer cf her Sh-ainete pre) 
| same mission. | gram each day, Miss Arlen and) 


| : | Woody Klose, her vis-a-vis on the | 
i One marked difference noted on show have probed as thoroughly as | 


this show, as against other commer-' possible into the entire subject cf | 
cials, is the complete absence of: civil defense in case of an A-bomb | 
spoken plugs. Only evidence that attack on N. Y. city, mostly through | 
| the 15 minutes is sponsired by a interviews with civic authorities. | 
bakery is the printed captions, and | Despite the fact that Miss Arlen, | 
_these only at the opening and close.’ Klose and their various guests 
| Quartet of two men and two, spoke at all times dispassionately | 
women are spotted with the men | about the problem, there’s no deny- | 
;in front, a slight variation in usual | ing the necessity and value of such | 
,quartet groupings. Vocalists are | material brought directly into the | 
local church singers, and give rev- | homes. As such, the series rep-' 





of the show, although the vocals 
{were well done by Miss Lillie and 
‘Harrison. Nelson Case’s commer- 
'cials for Frigidaire were deftly 
; handled and production throughout | 
_ was well done, except for the chop- 
ping of Miss Lillie’s closing pitch 
for the Red Cross. 





{ 


Pure in Heart.” “In the Garden” ice job for the femme commenta- | 
jand other religious faves. Narra-| tor nd the station. 
‘tor C. Douglas Ramey has a couple | ,, On the last show caught (Thurs.). | 
|brief readings of a philosophical | Miss Arlen and her cohort pitched | 
‘nature, which register. He also | Questions to a woman doctor about | 
jvoices brief introes to the hymn wg _—" a stations being. set Up | 
tunes, all in a quiet, well-modulated rid , fin yg Rg te ed ~ 
| tone. Herbie Koch, staff organist | ca ae Seem of 


: : »| tracing relative iends i 
,experienced and routine at the con- . : 2 


| 
: i ‘ | case of an attack. i 
peared slightly slow and uncertain for painless education via TV is: soe, gives just the proper amount Set simulated » 


on introductions for the last block 
viewed. The latticed setting in 
front of which she warbled two 
selections detracted from femme’s 
appearance. 

Miss Maul, who has sung on 


other WRGB shows and filled a series, using a table, a few props the Honey Krust Bread sponsor. 
guester on Roberta Quinlan NBC-, and a sketch pad, the professor Whole show evidences smooth and 


TV program, is reasonably good 
with pop tunes. Femme possesses 
an engaging video personality, but 
the impression remains she could 


this 15-minute weekly segment 
tabbed “Science Sketches” con- 
ducted by Jonathan Karas, asst. 
professor of physics at U. of New 
‘ Hampshire. 

On the second show of the 


/ explained the workings of 
'“torque,” a force or combination 
of forces that tends to produce a 
— or twisting motion.” (Web- 
ster). 


| classroom, with th sts as - 
of tonal background. |turers, and the oe of een. 

Based. on. its lengthy record on graphs, etc., made it interesting as 
AM. thic TV series showld have _ well as informative. While the 
an equally long run and continue | ae mee ne ae a Miss | 
‘to find favor with local viewers and 'mended for not trying to talk ae 
each other, as some times happens | 


re Poti | on such programs. Ve i ‘5 | 
, sensitive direction by Pete ats. | dteectiee was cousmeten: Diamond's 
Hold. —_ 





Value of television as an ex- | 


. strong points, 


register stronger than here. Steve Demonstrating the phe- TALKING WITH TONI 

Hall Trio led on a Hammond organ nomena with a large spool wound ; With Toni Rodgers, cuests 

by Hall, WGY-WRGB staffer, ac- with ribbon, he caused the spool | Producer: Sherwin Rodgers 
company nicely and take a solo to roll forward and back depend- Director: Ernie Lucas 

spot capably. Jeny Coyle delivered ing upon the angle the ribbon was 15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 9:45 a.m. 
and demonstrated the siesta equip- pulled. It’s all a case of leverage, Participating 

ment assignment solidly. Jaco. the professor pointed out, his ex- | WGN-TV, Chicago 


_planation and_ sketches amply WGN-TV opens its daily sched- 
FOOD’S FUN simplifying the mystery. ». with this’ satiateetery’ tentene- 
With Bonnie Ross | Prof's approach is direct and au-| angled show which draws _ its 
15 Mins.: Mon.-Wed.-Fri., 1:30 p.m. | thoritative, launching into his sub-| strength from the  easy-to-take 
Sustaining |Ject with no wasted verbiage. in| chitchat from hostess Toni 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady _ language understandable by small-| Rodgers. Nice 

“Food’s Fun,” is the way this fry viewers, but at the same time! one of the station’s lush new stu- 
television newcomer prepares it not talking down to the older ele-! dios also helps the strip maintain 
for display. Starting with a five- ment. He winds up each session | ; 


1 P ‘ : at least par for the housewi 
minute segment in Bob Stone’s with a brainteaser for viewers to. course. ee 





,Ploitation medium for films was 
‘forcibly demonstrated on CBS- 
| TV's “Fred Waring Show” Sunday 
‘night (18), when Waring and his 
‘Pennsylvanians crew “preemed” 
Part of the score and a few short 
Scenes from Walt Disney’s upcom- 
‘ing “Alice in Wonderland.” With 
| 12-year-old Kathryn Beaumont, 
‘who plays the title role in the 
film, as guestar, the entire second 
half-hour of the program was de- 
voted to the film. Besides being 
Sood entertainment, it served as 
a terrif plug for the Disney pic- 
ture. (Edgar Bergen also preemed 
part of the film 


‘Diana Adams an 


_ throughout. 


| 


show, Bonnie Ross is now on the mull over during the week. 


screen for three 15-minute periods | 


At present unsponsored, show 


weekly, prior to his program. The appears to have the ingredients for 


Same generous portions of attrac- potential 


tively - arranged, 


ion which should appeal 


bankrolling, with the 


\ é tasty - appearing professor promising to unveil the 
dishes are being shown in a fash- mystery of many 


everyday scien- 


. Miss tific bafflers on future programs. 


Ross’ layouts are among the finest 


_ televised here. 
She’s a little nervous in speech 
photographs 


and manner, but 
rather well and 





‘Christmas D h 7 paced 
. ay show on t ‘ 

| Miss Rodgers got a strong assist web, which was bankrolled by 
on show seen (16) from guest Joey | Coca-Cola.) 

. Bishop with deadpan comic demon- | 


-ati : . 1-| With Mary i F Pe 
Fever ned a, but, effectively his | designer fuactionind in the come | 
ar brand of low-pressure capacity’ for Wari the sl 
humor. Idea, however, of pretend- | duplicated aring, the show 
_ing the interview took place back- | hatha noua) much as possible the 
Stage in a theatre came off stiffly. | backgrounds -spotted in the film. 


| Timing on frame also was appar- canoe Git e: oi, © specially- | 


Houston—Application has been| ently slightly off as Miss Ro Saere ‘lensed film from Hollywood, intro- | 
talks quietly made to the FCC for license to »ad only a fast minute to spen 


‘duced the sequence, which report- , 


‘ d | reo > i 
though authoritatively about foods. operate a new television outlet, With her other guests—a family ‘fRuy Upped the show's budget for 


On two shows viewed, femme here by the South Texas Tele-| Who won the kiddie bright 


tried a different angle. 


The first vision Co. 


The outlet would op- 


time, she ate a meal with children erate on Channel 4 with 50 kw 


which they had helped to fix. The visual and £5 kw aural. 
second time, Miss Ross discussed ow 


“traditional Jewish dishes” 


woman. Telecaster would do well and TV announcer and 
to strive for the development of , agency, man; C. P: Simpson. local 
|General Motors dealer, and How- 


a more fluid, even delivery. 
‘ wise ‘ . Jaco. 


-* 


iard T.. Tellepsen, a contractor, - . 


advertising | Was intended. 


sayinn | tens one-shot to almost $50,000. | 
contest. Device was only worth a| ree ett suitably dressed, | 


, few ,seconds, actually, but hostess’ | played the roles done via anima- 


2 Equal Swit vis t with the family gious lane in the picture. Sterling Hollo- | 
: ners in the new company are MI8ht have given viewers the im- | Cat” i | 
with a John Paul Goodwin. local radio Pression of a brushoff when none |iive-ecthens en aie = roe s Bev. N 


way, who plays the “Cheshire | 


: + ee eral of the six tunes presented | 
Pitches for participating bank- | sounded like Hit Parade patentians. | 
rollers was given an okay selling | Miss Beaumont was 


A a t] 
Job by.femcee. -....:. Dave. isuffercing trom. mild latyngitia buts 





Tele Follow-Up Comment 


VOTE FOOF OFF FOTOS 179-664 





0900644605 


nonetheless impressed with her 
ease before the cameras and her 
sprightly demeanor. 

First half of the show was 
marked by tie usual Waring ex- 
cellence in production and musi- 
cal presentation, with the medley 
of sea tunes being particularly 
standout. Also fine were the 
intros to the 


'General Electric commercials. 





Vocalist Ginny Simm’s made her 
video bow on Morton Downey's 
“Star of the Family” series Friday 
night (16) via CBS-TV, scoring with 
that smooth thrushing technique 
evidenced in films and on radio. 
Attractive, and with a figure that 
can show to advantage the stand- 
ard TV neckline, she registered 
nicely with a rendition of “St. 
Louis Blues.” Program's format 
gave her no chance to do anything 
else, so it’s impossible to judge her 
TV ability for anything more than 
guest vaudeo shots, which she can 
fill capably. 

Show bore the usual difficulties 
inherent when _ non-professionals 
attempt lengthy speeches before 
the camera. Downey, of course, 
sang his several tunes with his 
usual verve and personality but did 
little in his interviews to ease the 
apparent nervousness of the rela- 
tives who introduced the talent. 
Helene & Howard were good for 
some yocks with their clever satire 
on Apache dancers, although that 


\“bump” executed by the femme 
‘member of the team should have 
been caught by the web's continu- 
,ity acceptance department. 


Wally 
Brown rounded out the guest line- 


/up with another of his monologs, 


in which he rambles through a 


‘story without finishing his sen- 
, tences. ; 





“Dark Corridor” made an ap- 
pealing if not outstanding vehicle 
on NBC-TV’s “Philco Television 
Playhouse” Sunday (18). The 
Stephen deBaun adaptation of the 
Richard Reich novel was obvious 
in its plot, but it was generally 
well acted and had a few engros- 
sing characters. : 

The Fred Coe production, di- 
rected by Gordon Duff, was the 
story of an unhappy household in 
which a man and his wife waited 
for the death of his ill-tempered, 
untrusting mother so they can 
collect her estate. As telegraphed, 
the son murdered his mother and 
tried to implicate the maid; but 
was caught in his own trap. 

Edgar Marr was restrained as 
the killer and Stella Andrew did 


to erent treatement to “Rejoice Ye Tesented an excellent public serv-| an effective job as the sweet, in- 


nocent servant. Viola Keats turned 
in a neat job as the wife and Viola 
Roache was generally good as the 
mother. William Whitman handled 
the role of the blind grandson 
effectively. . 





“Toast of the Town” had some 
exceedingly bright moments on the 
Sunday (18) program. ‘The show 
generally played well and had 
some good variety. One of the 
in a_ vaudeville 
sense, was, of all things, a dog act. 
Labeled Excess Baggage, it’s one 
of the more amazing canine turns 
in the business. The pooches show 
a good assortment of tricks and 
are deftly handled by a femme and 


a male trainer. It’s a repeat for 


this act on the Ed Sullivan stanza. 

Sullivan also displayed some 
good taste in showcasing Carmen 
Cavallaro, who does an affable job 
of 88ing. His performance was en- 
gaging, showmanly and good video 
fodder. Also along excellent lines 
was the ballet performance of 
Hugh Laing, 
man-and-wife team who performed 
at the N. Y. City Center recently. 
They did a fetching pas-de-deux 
from Antony Tudor’s “Lady of the 
Camellias’ to music by Verdi. 
Their work was graceful with good 
composition marking their routines 


Following this number was an 
exhibit of bad taste. Nancy Walker 
lampooned ballet with her execu- 
tion of “First Girl in the Second 
Row” from “Look, Ma, I'm Danc- 
ing.” Miss Walker’s performance, 
spotted at this point, seemedetrude, 
vulgar and showed poor taste in 
programming. Of course, gimmick 
has been employed in vaudeville 
and elsewhere for comedy relief, 
but it didn’t work out that way in 
this instance. 

The song-sector was especially 
potent. Roberta Peters, one of the 
Met’s finds, showed up excellently 
in a coloratura aria. It’s amazing 
to hear a voice of that magnitude 
in one so young. Miss Boyer, who 
opens March 28 at the Versailles, 

. Y., showed up excellently on 
this display, her video preem. She's 


been in her native France for the 
past few years. She sang only one 


..»- &Continued_an page 36). . 
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18th ANNUAL 





ARIETY 





SURVEY OF 
RADIO-— TELEVISION 


SHOWMANAGEMENT 


It's SHOWMANAGEMENT Time. 


For the 18th year, VARIETY is conducting its an- 
nual SURVEY of SHOWMANAGEMENT in Ameri- 
can broadcasting. 


This is a particularly good point for re-appraisal 
and stock-taking. Only a short year ago they were 
bemoaning radio's fate in the face of TV’s:ascend- 
ancy. There were too many overexuberant trade 
gentry who were willing to relegate AM to the 
smalltime.. Little did they realize that, come ‘51, 
Radio's circulation and set sales would spiral to 
new high levels; that attempts to hasten Radio's 
demise by slashing rates would not only be cried 
down but in some instances repudiated by de- 
served hiking of rates in the face of increased mass 
circulation. 


VARIETY wants to find in this SURVEY of SHOW- 
MANAGEMENT the outstanding leaders who are 
helping to perpetuate AM as smash boxoffice; those 
radio broadcasters, statiors and personalities who 
during the past year contributed the most in dem- 
onstrating that radio is still an effective and potent 
medium for entertainment, education and sales. 
We want to know about those shrewd and realistic 
radio showmen who refused to write off their own 
great medium, and accepted video as a newer— 
and tougher—competitor that could be met by in- 
genuity and resourcefulness. 


By the same token VARIETY wants to single out 
the imaginative leaders in TV who have played 
dominant roles in helping the medium achieve its 
present stature; those who have, in the postwar 
span of only five years, parlayed video into one 
of the major forces on “the American scene. Nat- 
urally VARIETY recognizes that, for all its progress 
and profound effect on living habits, TV remains a 
pioneering medium, always on the prowl for new 
techniques, new patterns, new formulas. It still 
doesn’t know all the answers. But in appraising 
the contributions of the TV entrepreneurs and cre- 
ators, VARIETY believes the pace of TV develop- 
ment has been so rapid as to warrant judgment on 
the same high professional standards as applies 
to radio broadcasting. The era of “timid program- 
ming” is over. There’s no longer room for the 
cliche. 


As usual, VARIETY has set no categories for 
awards. They may range from recognition for 
programming, promotion, public service, to sales 
effectiveness, technical advances and all-around 
managerial skill. Above all, showmanship will be 
the dominant factor in keynoting this year's 
appraisals. 


VARIETY will also reprise its Phi Beta ‘Variety’ 
keys for outstanding personalities in both AM and 
TV. So tune up. The overture is April 25. Don't 
make a fuss over orchestrating your contribution. 
Keep it short and concise. How it sounds is more 
important than how it looks. 


Address ee to 
RADIO-TV EDITOR 


VARIETY 


154 West 46th Street 
New York 19, N. Y. 


« 





Deadline for Entries is April 25 
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PHILIP MORRIS PLAYHOUSE 

(“The Heiress”) 

With Dorothy McGuire, Louis Cal- 
hern, Richard Carlson; Bud Coll- 
yer, Joe King, announcers 

Producer-Director- Writer: Charles 
Martin 

30 Mins.; Thurs., 10 p.m. 

PHILIP MORRIS 

CBS, from New York 

(Biow) 


“Philip Morris Playhous e,” | 


which the ciggie outfit first bank- 
rolled 10 years ago, is back again on 
CBS. Initialer Thursday (15) was 
a topflight vehicle, “The Heiress, 
based on Henry James’ “Washing- 
ton Square.” It was given a good 
performance, although losing some 
of the impact of its Broadway and 
film versions. 

The story of a domineering 
father, who frustrates his daughter 
because her mother died in bear- 
ing her, has rich psychological 
overtones. Louis Calhern was fine 
as the father and Dorothy McGuire 
was appealing in the title role as 
the shy girl who can’t live up to 
her father’s perfectionist ideal. 
However, she did not quite get 
across the full bitterness of the 
ending, in which she stands up the 
man who had previously jilted her. 
Richard Carlson nicely portrayed 
the fortune-seeking suitor. 


All in all, this made a mature, 
listenable drama. Yet it was 
somewhat episodically scripted and 
some scenes didn’t register with 
the full emotional sock they could 
have had. Part of the reason may 
have been the need for condensa- 
tion. 

Charles Martin, who produced 
the original “Philip Morris Play- 
house,” hosted the show, in addi- 
tion ot serving as producer-direc- 
tor-writer. Commercials for the 
cigaret stressed the familiar candid 
nose test-imonial, which was han- 
dled by Bud Collyer, with Joe 
King doing the other announcing 
chores. Bril. 


JIMMY EVANS SHOW 
Producer-Writer: Evans 

15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 4:15 p.m. 
JAYS POTATO CHIPS 

WCEL, Chicago 

Here’s a show idea that’s perhaps 
too infrequently tried by indie sta- 
tions anxious to carve their niche 
in the highly competitive AM audi- 
ence sweepstakes. This Jimmy 
Evans airer is a specific format, 
aimed at a specific audience—in 
this case, the high school group. 
Show probably won't cop top rating 
honors but should do a real job for 
the sponsor. 

Program heard (16) was adeptly 
tailored to: the audience sought, 
with Evans incorporating a hefty 
array of ingredients designed to 
capture the high schoolers. Em- 
phasis properly was on_ sports 
with gabber giving scores and 
background anecdotes on the cur- 
rent state high school basketball 
tourney. Heavy play was given to 
names for good listener identifica- 
tion. Bobby soxers weren’t by- 
poone with a yarn on blonde vs. 

runet stars. Another good idea 
was credited items culled from 
high school papers. Fast paced 
session included “top disk tune of 
the week” and ended with a “So 
you want to be a newspaper re- 
porter” anecdote. 

Evans spiels with a rapid and 
not overly dramatic delivery and 
injects some warmth into his well- 
prepared material. 

Plugs were nicely sold by a staff 
announcer. Dave. 





CARTOON PARTY 
With Pauline Comanor, Bob Ben- 


son 
Producer: Patricia Hole 
Director: Bob Kriger 
30 Mins.; Sat., 11 a.m, 

WPTZ, Phila. 

Former Walt Disney and Fleish- 
er staff cartoonist (more recently 
with WTVJ, Miami), Pauline Co- 
manor depicts children’s fables re- 
lated by “Uncle Bob” Benson, and 
illustrates the lyrics of cowboy 
disks and younger set recordings. 
Drawing quickly and with a 
rhythm coordinated to the music, 
Miss Comanor's speed is aided by 
visible tracing. 

Studio audience of about 15 em- 
bryo cartoonists draw along with 
obvious concentration and absorp- 
tion. Children are taught by 
standard cartoon method of in- 
struction: ABC’s, circles, triangles, 
etc., to form figures. Method is 
simple for juves to copy and can 
make the mamas recognize incipient 
talent. ¥ormalistic style, however, 
would seem to destroy the natural 
charm of children’s drawing. 

Bob Benson, local radio disk 
jock, narrates with the right 
amount of excitement and also 
does the commercials. Small fry 
are asked to send in cartoons, story 
suggestions and also recipes for the 
sponsor of the first 15-minute seg- 
ment. Miss Comanor had made ap- 
pearances at children’s hospitals 
and institutions with the basically 
same format of juve entertain -nt- 
instruction. Gagh. 


THE KILLERS 

With Howard Phillips 

Producer: Phillips 

Director-Writers: Leon Goldstein, 
Phillips 

30 Mins.; Mon.-Fri., 9:30 p.m. 

Sustaining 

WMCA, New York 





“The Killers,” which will run cross- 
the-board for five weeks. It’s aimed 
‘at cutting the huge cost in lives of 
automobile accidents. On the ini- 
‘\tialer Monday (19), the heavy toll 
|was dramatized by a recording of 
'the atomic blast, with the signifi- 
‘eant statistics of 92,000 deaths in 
‘the Hiroshima holocaust compared 


‘with 910,000 auto accident deaths | 


|in the U. S. 

| The impact of sudden death on 
'city streets and country roads _was 
|underlined by taped interviews 
| with a woman who was gravely in- 
'jured by a car; with another woman 
| whose eight-year-old grandson was 
'killed by a truck; and with an eye- 
| witness of that killing. The show 
| was effectively documented by citi- 
zens speaking of the lack of play- 
' grounds for children, the shortage 
of traffic cops and traffic lights. 
There was the imaginative use of 
tape recorders in a mobile unit 
cruising at 50 miles-per-hour to 
check on vehicles exceeding the 
speed limit—and incidentally giv- 
ing the license numbers of viola- 
tors. 

Airer pointed up the varfous 
ways in which highway accidents 
cost in cash as well as in lives. It 
made an editorial pitch for a mo- 
tor vehicle compensation law, 
similar to workmen’s compensation, 
which would replace N. Y. State’s 
automobile insurance setup. In this 
campaign the station has the ac- 
tive backing of the Citizens Union. 

Show had one slow segment, in 
the message by head of the Safety 
Council. Otherwise it was a notable 
effort underlining the six months of 
investigation that went_into ait 

ril. 





FOURTH ARMY SHOW 

With Pfc. Bob Blase, Pfc. Bill 
Biankenship, Col. Chester J. 
Hirschfelder, Fourth Army Band 
and Orchestra under Chief War- 
rant Officer Dawson McElwee 

Producer: Lt. R. B. Mackall ~ 

Director: H. Carr 

30 Mins.; Fri., 9 p.m. 

Sustaining 

KTSA, San Antonio i 

New series of shows debuting on 

KTSA here originates from Thea- 

tre No. 1 at Fort Sam Houston, 

Fourth Army headquarters. Airing 

is tape recorded, and following its 

airing here is sent on a roundrobin 

to KTRH, Houston; KRLD, Dallas; 

WWL, New Orleans; KGGM, Albu- 

querque, and KROD, El Paso. 


Well-produced show is sure to 
please all segments of the family. 
There are a few brief Army and 
Air Force enlistment blurbs which 
are easy to take. 


Show is well balanced musically, 
and features both civilian and mili- 
tary personnel of all services. On 
airing caught, vocalist was Pfc. Bill 
Blankenship of Lackland Air Force 
Base, who has a pleasing tenor 
voice. 


Military music is kept to a mini- 
mum, but well played by the Fourth 
Army band. The dance orchestra, 
composed cf members of the band, 
match many name bands in quality. 
Both units are under direction of 
Chief Warrant Officer Dawson Mc- 
Elwee. , 

Featured guest on the airing was 
Col. Chester J. Hirschfelder (Ret.), 
a veteran of 10 major campaigns, 
five in each World War. He was a 
member of the Second Infantry 
Division. He spoke briefly concern- 
ing his career in the service, which 
he stated could be a career for all 
young men. 

On each broadcast there is a spe- 
cial salute to an officer or enlisted 
soldier who have dedicated their 
lives to the service and have been 
awarded medals for their outstand- 
ing service. On airing caught, Cpl. 
John E. Back of Arkansas was sa- 
luted. 

Pfc. Bob Blase is announcer and 
m.c. of the show. He is a veteran 
announcer from Houston, and turns 
in a nice job Has a well-modulat- 
ed voice and shows his training. 
Show hopes to be aired in the five- 
state area in which the Fourth 
Army has its various camps and 
station. Andy. 








Kansas City — Sam Molen, 
KMBC, is making a bid to become 
the most-sponsored sports editor 
on the air here. Last week the 
station signed General Electric for 
his “Morning Sports Page of the 
Air” at 8:20 (5 minutes). That 
|made it five sponsors for Molen, 
others being Union Pacific, Stand- 
ard Oil, Hamm Brewing Co., and 
Aines Dairy. Standard, which has 
the 6:10 p.m. segment, is now in 
its seventh year as a backer for 
Molen, 





This indie has come up with an | 
excellent public service stanza in} 


CPPS ESCOY “SS OCTOCEOE, 


Radio Followup 


eee ee on oD 


Tallulah Bankhead 


night (18) but also dragged in 
spots for an overall spotty effect. 
Program was marked by the suc- 
cessful attempt to transpose into 
the radio medium two routines 


other phases of show _biz—Eddie 
Cantor’s “Maxie, the .Taxi,” orig- 
inated on his NBC -video series, 
and vaudster Johnny  Burke’s 
‘lengthy but always funny monolog 
‘about the travails of a GI in World 
| War I. Both came off excellently, 
| with Burke’s act, in fact, drawing 
| more yocks from the studio audi- 
lence than were elicited by most 
'of the bigger names. 


| Ethel Waters registered solidly 
with a reprise of-a short dramatic 
bit from “Mamba’s Daughters,” in 
which she appeared on Broadway. 
With Martin Blaine giving her a 
fine assist, she displayed her ver- 
satile thesping talents to evoke a 
poignantly touching reaction. Ne- 
gro star came back in the final 
segment of the show to repeat her 
|sock work in the vocalizing de- 
partment. Program, ‘incidentally, 
placed slightly too much emphasis 
;on the singing department, with 
| Ella Fitzgerald, Eddie Fisher and 
| Jan Peerce all flexing their vocal 
| chords, in addition to Cantor and 
|Miss Waters. While Miss Fitz- 
gerald scored with her “How High 
the Moon,” the impact of both 
Fisher and Peerce fell slightly 
short because each chose to re- 
prise a disk bestseller which has 
already been overplayed by the 
jockeys. 

Miss Bankhead took good care of 
the comedy department, along with 
Cantor, Phil Baker, Fred Allen and 
Portland Hoffa. Allen surprised 
with an extremely candid bit about 
how quiz shows caused the demise 
of his own radio show. His “feud” 
with Baker, who’s again emceeing 
the “$64 Question” show, was a 
neatly-written and delivered bit of 
tomfoolery. 











Bennett Cerf and Marc Connelly, 
the latter one of the original Al- 
gonquin “roundtable” set, refused 
to fingerpoint at Mrs. Margaret 


“met” her critics on WJZ’s late 
Sunday afternoon show, so moder- 


would become the “immoderator” 
and personally go after her book, 
“The Vicious Circle.” In actuality 
it turned out to be more an attack 
on Alec Woollcott, but Cerf finally 
got it on the beam by wanting to 
know why not discuss the brilliance 
more of Harold Ross, Bob Bench- 
ley, Bob Sherwood (he thought his 
“Roosevelt and Hopkins” book “the 
best biography” in 20 years”), 
Dorothy Parker and other more af- 
firmatively scintillating compon- 
ents of the famed luncheon group. 
It was a bright 30 minutes despite 
the unusual gallantry of C&C who 
refused to wax too critical of Mrs. 
Harriman, daughter of the Al- 
gonq’s late boniface, Frank Case. 





STATE HIGH SCHOOL BASKET- 
BALL TOURNAMENT 
With Stuart MacPherson, Ozzie 

Cowles 
Sustaining 
Wwcco, Mpls. 

These on the scene running ac- 
counts of the state high school 
basketball championship tourna- 
ment contests, witnessed by ca- 
pacity crowds of 18,900, in the 
University of Minnesota 


fact that WCCO sports announcer 
Stuart MacPherson described the 
action graphically in good, simple, 
concise English and for the fur- 
ther main fact that they also 
brought listeners the even more 
expert analyses of Ozzie Cowles, 
— of Minnesota basketball 
coach. 


In exciting tones, MacPherson, 
giving the detailed play by play 
report, imparted the right amount 
of color to the floor action, but 
at the same time exercised a com- 
mendable degree of _ restraint. 
During times out and upon other 
occasions, Cowles took over to de- 
liver his expert opinions smoothly 
and authoritatively. The proceed- 
ings were made more acces 
vivid and understandable by his 
views of how the opposing teams 
stacked up, appraisals of individ- 
ual players and descriptions of 
styles of play employed. He has 
a good radio voice and expresses 
himself well, but the chief asset, 
of course, is his prestige. 


Broadcasts enjoyed a vast audi- 
ence throughout the state. State 
high school association did not 
permit their commercial sponsor- 
ship. It also banned televising of 
games, Rees. 





NEC’s “Big Show,” with femcee 
sparking a 
standout lineup of guest talerit, was 


i targeted. 
socko for the most part Sunday ee a : aper is affiliated with WKRC standard, video and FM 


stations, Wallace also is doing a weekday 15-minute preview at 5:15 
p.m. of programs for balance of day on three Cincy TV stations for 
WNOP, daytime smallie in Newport, Ky., opposite Cincy. He pipes 


Case Harriman, the author who' 


ator John K. M. McCaffrey said he | 


field | 
house, were chiefly notable for the | 


as a Wednesday feature. 


the commentaries from his office. 


that were established earlier in| Wallace program on WNOP. 


bocker” of the Hearst papers), and 





Inside Stuff—Radio 


Charlton Wallace, Cneienee set voile ng ad editor, has 
der interest wit eers an eers from dialers package 
a Fans let loose on both network and 4 
originations and in some instances have aroused ire of personalities 


Each TV station in turn blurbs the 





New AM-TV production firm, Pat O’Connor Associates, has been 
formed in New York, with Pat O’Connor, former Hollywood actor and 
Philadelphia disk jockey, as prexy. Organization includes Pete Jaeger, 
former ABC sales veepee; Igor Cassini (columnist “Cholly Knicker. 


Woodruff Sims Morgan. 


Outfit has been signed by NBC to produce “Cameo Theatre” on the 
web as a summer dramatic series. 


Other properties include “Late 


Date,” a boy-girl disk stanza; “El Morocco Round Table,” with Cassini; 


'and “Luncheon at the Colony.” 





ABC has skedded a two-hour “Metropolitan Opera Radio Jamboree” 


with telephoned contributions. 





Morris, will feature excerpts from 


ing popular tunes, 


| issue sales and merchandising info 
ing sales to local bankrollers. 


for Saturday (24) at 8-10 p.m., to help raise the Metop’s $750,000 fund 
Among the emcees will be Margaret 
Webster, Lawrence Tibbett, Ed Sullivan and Clifton Fadiman, with the 
guest lineup including Alec Templeton, Celeste Holm and Jimmy 
Durante. ’ 

Show, to be produced by Henry Souvaine and directed by William 


“La Boheme,” sung by opera stars; 


Broadway celebs burlesquing opera, and prima donnas and tenors do- 





RCA Thesaurus has created a commercial research department to 


to subscribers, as a means of hypo- 


Donald D. Axt has been named to head the new department. 








MIND YOUR BUSINESS 

With John Bosman, guests ' 
Producer: Ed Bender 3 
15 Mins.; Mon., 7:15 p.m. 

| Sustaining 

| WINS, N. Y. 

| This WINS, N. Y., taped show, 
| “Mind Your Business,” is a timely 
| discussion on the difficulties of do- 
ing business during these days. 
Produced in cooperation with the 
N. Y. Journal of Commerce, pro- 
gram gathers experts in various 
fields to discuss the wartime diffi- 
culties on a consumer level. 


Speakers, generally, give some 
enlightening background, germane 
to the present-day situation in the 
merchandising fields. The show 
covers a comparatively large hunk 
of present-day economics during its 
15-minute tenure. 

John Bosman does the confer- 
enciering in a manner that keeps 
the show moving. Jose. 











WMIE 








ernor Cox was mistaken as to the 
time and subject matter of the con- 
versations which he had with Mc- 
Bride.” 

As to Continental Press, which 
supplies horse-racing news to cus- 
tomers, the examiner found that 
McBride organized the service in 
1939 but disposed of his interests 
in 1942 and that his son, Edward, 
who now owns Continental, has no 
interest in WMIE. 

The examiner found that WMIE’s 
policy of delaying its announce- 
ments of horse-race results for at 
least 15 minutes exceeds the stand- 
ards of WWDC of Washington, 
whose license was renewed in 1948 
after an investigation of its racing 
programs, and avoids the practices 
followed by WTUX in Wilmington, 
whose - license was revoked for 
broadcasting results in such a way 
as to aid illegal gambling. 

On the basis of testimony by 
Cleveland civic, religious, business 
and professional leaders, the ex- 
aminer found that McBride and 
Sherby have excellent reputations 
and are qualified to hold radio sta- 
tion licenses. 

Lincoln now holds thc construc- 
tion permit for WMIE, which 
started operation in 1948, as trus- 
tee for Sun Coast. The trust rela- 
tionship developed out of an agree 
ment between Lincoli and Sun 
| Coast to consolidate their interests 
in competing applications in 1947. 
‘Since Lincoln was primarily inter- 
ested in the theatre business, the 
parties requested that the broad- 
cast facilities be granted to Lincoln 
as trustee for Sun Coast and agreed 
that an application for transfer to 
Sun Coast would subsequently be 
filed. Sun Coast built the station 
and has operated it on program 
tests pending Commission action on 
Lincoln’s application to discharge 
its trust by assigning the permit to 
Sun Coast. 








Charlotte, N. C.—Merrily Brooks, 
of Franklin, N. C., has joined the 
| program department of WBT AM- 

FM here. Before coming to WBT, 
Miss Brocks was associated with 
PA dang in Asheville as continuity 
editor. 





ummm continued from page 25 | 











Tax on Studio 


Continued from page 23 =—— 


for different presentations. Add to 
this the countless studios through- 
out the country where broadcast- 
ing and televising are carried on 
and you can realize the vast audi- 
ence that is not only seeing enter- 
tainment without paying, but from 
which the government is deriving 
/no revenue in the form of taxes. 
This is . . . direct competition, in- 
asmuch as the people attending 
these theatres and studios are 
watching and listening to live ac- 
tors and not films or mechanical 
reproductions. 

“While not the sole factor, this 
iis one of the contributing causes 
of the falling off in our business 
which, for the first 30 weeks of this 
theatrical season in New York City 


was $1,663,400 poorer than last sea- 
son. 


“The admissions tax has been a 
burden on the theatre since 1918. 
It was never relaxed during the 
peace years, and eight years ago 
was doubled. We realize that in 
crises such as we are in af the pres- 
ent, we must accept this, but we 
do not feel that the vast audiences 
served by television and radio 
should go untaxed to our detriment 
and a at a loss to our Govern- 
ment.” 


Strong pitch against the 25% ex- 
cises on radio and TV receivers 
came from Ralph W. Hardy, govern- 
ment relations director of the Na- 
| tional Assn. of Broadcasters, who 
charged it was discriminatory and 
'a tax “on the circulation of vital 
|infonmation to the public at large.” 
,He added that “this tax, applied 
| solely to radio and television, and 
not to any other media of public 
enlightenment and information, is 
discriminatory and basically repug- 
nant to our traditional determina- 
tion to keep the channels of infor- 
mation to the American public un- 
fettered and available to all the 
people.” 

Robert C. Sprague, president of 
the Radio-Television Manufacturers 
Assn., declared that the proposed 
increase of the excise to 25% at 
the manufacturers’ level would cur- 
tail sales by about 40% and would 
force lower income groups to shoul- 
der heavier burdens. Mort Farr, 
appliance retailer from Upper Dar- 
by, Pa., supported the stand and 
pointed out that TV got its first 
10% tax only a few months ago. 


‘Malone’ Set as NBC Series 


“Amazing Mr. Malone,” Bernard 
L. Schubert package based on the 
Craig Rice whodunits and formerly 
aired on ABC, will be beamed by 
NBC Saturdays at 8 p. m., starting 
May 12, originating from Holly- 
wood. Schubert heads fo. the Coast 
shortly to select final cast. 

“Malone” was recently purchased 
by Metro, which has released “Mrs. 
O’Malley and Malone” and has an 
other in the series in preparation. 
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VARIETY 


1 Date in Manhattan 
11 AM-12 Noon, Mon.-Fri. 
WNEBT, New York 


eeeseeseeee#e#es8eese 
é 


2 Norman Ross Varieties 
11:30-12 Noon, Mon.-Fri. 
WNBQ, Chicago 

3 Whirligig 
2:30-3:00 PM, Mon.-Fri. 
WPTZ, Philadelphia 


4 Notes and Keynotes 
12:30-1:00 PM, Mon.-Fri. 
KNBH, Hollywood 


television’s 
economy 


packages 

























5 Easy Aires 
6 . 1:15-1:30 PM, Mon.-Fri. 
WNBK, Cleveland 


Television too expensive ? 


6 Herson in Person 
2:00-3:00 PM, Mon.-Fri. 
WNBW, Washington 

7 Tucker Talk 
2:00-2:25 PM, Mon.-Fri. 
WBZ-TV, Boston 

8 Rollin’ with Stone 
1:45-2:45 PM, Mon.-Fri. 
WRGB, Schenectady- 

Albany-Troy 


Let’s see. Suppose your budget 
is under $1000 per week. Suppose you want 
to reach people in eight of the largest 
television markets... like New York, 
Chicago, Philadelphia, Los Angeles. 
Impossible ? Not at all. 


For $817.50 per week you can participate 
in“all—that’s right, all—of the eight 
top-ranking TV programs pictured above. 
The potential circulation for your 
advertising message is over 6,000,000 
TV sets. Economy ? Definitely. 


Your NBC Spot Salesman has all the details 
on television’s leading daytime spot 
buys in the nation’s major markets. 


Interested ? 7 Then dial |NBC| Spot Sales: 


Circle 7-8300 in New York 
Superior 7-8300 in Chicago 

Cherry 1-0942 in Cleveland 

Hollywood 9-6161 in Hollywood 


Greystone 4-8700 in San Francisco 
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Pull Rating Comparisons Out of Hida 
To Help STSC Analyses—Ken Baker 


American Marketing Assn. 
Monday (19) in N. Y. heard mem- 
bers of the Special Test Survey 


Committee explain their report, 
which recommended that a $140.- | 


000 project be established to ana- 
lyze the rating service confusion. 

Meeting, chaired by Ed Kobak, 
made a point-by-point analysis of 
the STSC study. Feeling was ex- 
pressed that cven if no further 
work was Gone by the now-dis- 
so'ved committee, it has made a 
valuable contribution to the indus- 
try. If the repori’s analysis of the 
differences in methods and results 
of the various rating services was 
fully understood by agency and 
network personnel, NAB research 
topper Ken Baker declared, “they 
would become much more sophis- 
ticated buyers of rating services. ° 


Baker said that if the $140.000 
nut wasn’t forthcoming, which 
would cut into the original research 
experiments, STSC suggested, 
much value would result from the 
less costly job of getting all the 
facts on the nose-counters. and 
from comparing already-existing 
data the services have issued. 
Baker pointed out that many agen- 
cies and nets have already com- 
piled detailed comparisons of the 
rating services and that (protected 
by anonymity) these can be “pulled 
out of their hiding places.” 


Meeting had an _ overficw at- 
tendance of researchers. 





Texas Easter Religioso 
Airing on 440 Outlets 


Brownwood, Tex., March 20. 
Heart of Texas Easter sunrise 


by 440 radio outlets, coast-to-coast. 
Outlets of the Mutual and Texas 
state networks will carry the pro- 
gram as a public service feature. 

Participants will include Gov. 
Allen Shivers ‘by transeription), 
*and speakers and singers, who will 
appear in person. 





on? 


Adler Shoes in TV Bow 
With WABD Sports Show 


Adler shoes for men will make 
their first regular use of television 
via a sports show on WABD, N. Y., 
Sundays at 11-11:15 p. m., start- 
ing April 8. 

Airer will feature Marty Glick- 
‘man, Ward Wilson and Bert Lee 
(nomme de mike of Bert Lebhar, 


WMGM exec), all of whom have | 
and ; 


|been doing “Warmup Time” 
“Sports Extra” on WMGM, N. Y. 
|Richard Kissinger and Syd Rubin 
will produce. Agency is Frederick- 
Clinton. 

Adler had tested TV with a four- 
|shot pre-World Series games show 
on WCBS-TV, N. Y., last fall. 


EVERETT CROSBY PACTS 





| Everett Crosby, 
Crosby Enterprises, is slated to re- 
turn to the Coast next week after 
lining up deals on four different 
vidfilm series with various na- 


tional and regional bankrollers. 


All films turned out by the organ- | 


ization, which also produces the 
“Fireside Theatre” shows for 
| Procter & Gamble, are being dis- 
| tributed by United TV Programs. 
' Four series include “Royal Play- 
house,” half-hour dramatic shows 
for which pacts have already been 
set with stations in 30 markets. 


half-hour suspense series; 


ern and comedy films in which 
trained chimpanzees are both to 


act and handle the commercials ' come north. Then, if Heilmann is | tion. 
‘unable to return, someone else will | 


(via dubbed voices), and “Show of 


CLIENTS FOR VIDFILMS | 


prez of Bing, 


WOR Back to All-Nite 
Platter-Chatter Airing 


| WOR, N. Y., which some months 
back dropped its all-night show, 
returns with a platter -chatter 
stanza on Friday night (23). Airer, 
|to be heard seven mornings weekly 
‘from 2-5 a.m., will originate from 
‘Monte Proser’s Cafe Theatre 
on Broadway, with Jack O’Reilly 
and Leonard Feather as regular 
deejays. Each night there will be 
a different guest emcee from the 
newspaper world, with columnists 
Danton Walker, Frank Farrell and 
Hy Gardner among those already 
set. 

Show will be backed by Metro- 
politan Pass Book—which provides 
passés to several attractions for a 
$1.98 nick—through Steve Harcin 
agency. 





‘Heilmann’s Critical 
Illness Snags Tiger 


Ballcasts. on AM-TV 


Detroit, March 20. 
Broadcasting and televising of 
Detroit Tiger baseba. games this 
season has been thrown into a tur- 
moil by the critical illness of Harry 
Heilmann, who has “een broadcast- 


| 
| 


ing the games since 1934 and doing | 


the audio for video for three years. 


Heilmann is being treated for a 
heart and lung ailment in a Lake- 
land (Fla.} hospital. He was in 
Florida to handle for the first time 
play-by-play accounts of Tiger ex- 
hibition games. Arch McDonald, 
former Washington broadcaster, 
was pressed “into service when 
Heilmann became ill. 


| Meanwhile, the Goebel Brewing | 


|Co., sponsors of the broadcasts on 
WJBK-TV and a Goebel Baseball 
|network, and of the telecasts on 





|Indian exhibition games. Dudley 
| Will handle Tiger games until they 





title of “Prepare to Survive.” Pur- | operation. 


| 


| 


Pitt’s WDTV Going Strong 
With Pubservice Series 


Pittsburgh, March 20. 

DuMont station WDTV here, 
city’s only television channel, has 
been doing a bang-up public serv- 
ice job lately and getting a lot of 
favorable comment. The marathon 
benefit show for Robert L. Smith, 
quadruple amputee of the Korean 
war, when around $70,000 was 
raised for the soldier, was the first 
big move in this direction, and now 
the management’s going in for 
more public enterprises. 

Latest m&e is to preempt pre- 


WSB, South’s Ist Station, 
Celebrates Its 29th 
Birthday in Atlanta 


Atlanta, March 20. 

WSB, the South’s first radio sta- 
tion, celebrated its 29th birthday 
last Thursday (15). As a 100-watter 
it first hit the air March 15, 1922, 
with a staff of three and a 75-foot 
wooden antenna atop the building 
housing the Atlanta Journal, which 
owned and operated it. Station now 
occupies the entire 10th floor of 
the Atlanta Biltmore hotel, and 
has 107 people on payroll of its 





mium time once a month to put on 
a civil defense series under the | 


pose of these programs will be to | 
inform public how to protect them-| 
selves in case of an atomic attack. | 
They'll run indefinitely Friday | 


combined AM, FM and TV opera- 
tions. It is a 50 kw, clear-channel 


WSB is now owned and ‘operated 
by Atlanta Newspapers, Inc., re- 
cently formed as result of merger 
of Atlanta Journal (p.m.) and Con- 


|nights at 9 for half an hour and | stitution (a.m.) with a combined 
|are being produced in cooperation | Sunday paper. Constitution owned 


| with the Office of Civil Defense. | WCON. ABC affiliate. which was 





| 








| 


! 


| 
| 


i L ‘ 'quarters of the network were Wil- 
; | Also on tap is “Cry of the City,” |WWJ-TV, arranged to fly Jimmy liam Fineshriber, 
worship program will be broadcast | “The | Dudley from Tucson, Ariz., where | dent; Charles Dogwin, director of | 


Chimps,” 15-minute mystery, west-|he had been handling Cleveland | station relations; Elisha Goldfarb, | 


Still another pub service job has | 
been okayed by WDTV for some | 
time late in May. 
several hours on a night yet to be 
set (taking off a flock of network 
commercials) to Tent No. 1 of the 
Variety Club here, and the show- | 
men’s organization will put on an, 


It'll turn over | 


scrapped in accordance with the 
FCC’s anti-duopoly regulations. 
Although WSB is credited with 
being Atlanta’s oldest station, it 
preceded WGST, owned and oper- 
ated by the Georgia Institute of 
Technology, by only two days. 
WGST, now combined outlet for 


all-star show to raise funds for its | ABC and MBS, was owned and op- 


two pet charities, Camp O’Connell, 
for underprivileged children, and 
the Roselia Foundling Home. | 


MBS N. Y. Execs Attend 


Southern Regional Meet | 
Greensboro, N. C., March 20. 


Between 50 and 100 representa- 
tives of MBS stations in the Caro- | 
linas, Virginia, Tennessee and 
Georgia held a two-day regional 
meeting at Hotel Charlotte yester- 
day and today (19-20). According 
to Walter H. Goan, manager of 
WAYS, the host station. 

Visiting from New York head- 





Jr., vice-presi- 


legal counsel, and Robert O’Con- 
nor, manager of station informa- 





Panel discussions focused major 


| Subseauently it became a link in 


| erated by the Atlanta Constitution, 
| whose then owner, Clark Howell, 


Sr.. presented it to Georgia Tech. 


the-CBS chain, which two years 
ago switched its affiliation to 
WAGA, owned and operated by 


‘aa Industries, of Detroit. 





CBC Starts Personnel 
Training for Sept. Bow 


Toronto, March 20. 


With television scheduled to get 
under way in Canada by next Sep- 
tember, the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corp. headquarters in Toronto has 
secured on loan from the Canadian 
Marconi Co. a series of camera 
chains, lights, mikes, etc., to be 
used for training purposes by the 
CBC-TV persorinel. 

Meanwhile, the first CBC-TV 


Champions,” sports series which is have to be hired since Dudley is | attention on: Mutual’s broadcasts! unit is currently under construc- 


week. 


| games this summer. 











of the day. 


_to deal with a different sport each under contract to do the Cleveland | this year of the major league game | tion, with the building to be behind 


the present headquarters site. 
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Locally... regionally 
... nationally 


(excluding New York and Chicago) 


One-half hour 
every afternoon, MONDAY thru FRIDAY, 
on the ABC Radic Network ~- 





- | VARIETY 





—— BEGINNING MONDAY, APRIL & 


MARY MARGARET’M°BRIDE 


available for coast-to-coast sponsorship 








The greatest single selling force in history, Mary 
Margaret McBride, is now available for LOCAL 
sponsorship from coast to coa’t. If you are an adver- 
tiser (local, regional or national) with a product to 
sell to women, here is the chance that comes once in a 
lifetime. For Mary Margaret is more than “The First 
Lady of Radio”. . . she is “The First SALES Lady 
of Radio.” Or of any medium! 


Here’s how the program is being sold. Mary 
Margaret McBride is available — at low, local Co-op 
rates—on all ABC Radio Stations (except in the New 
York and Chicago areas). A sponsor may buy the full 
30 minutes...either of the 15-minute segments... or 
individual one-minute spots. The 30-minute program 
has four one-minute commercials, two in each quarter- 
hour segment. Costs, of course, are determined by the 
size and importance of the market (or markets) 
that are purchased. 











SO 


Never, never, never underestimate the power, the 


- persuasion, the impact, the * wonderfui grace and 


charm, the authority of Mary Margaret McBride. 
Recently voted “The outstanding woman of the year 
in radio,” Mary Margaret is a top-flight reporter. She 
is believed — and beloved — as: no other woman in 
advertising. For local sponsors, the program offers a 
unique opportunity to build sales, prestige and good 
will; Mary Margaret’s list of guests is by all odds the 
most impressive, most colorful, most exciting in radio. 


Important! For any advertiser who buys the program 
in 100 or more markets, Mary Margaret will personally 
deliver the commercials. 


Act now! Don’t be caught napping. For details on 
national or regional sponsorship, call, wire or write 
ABC Radio Co-op Sales (TRafalgar 3-7000). For 
local sponsorship, call your local AB station. 


Ee 


RADIO CO-OP SALES 


7 WEST 66th STREET * NEW YORK 23 
American Broadcasting Company 
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Television Chatter 








New York 


With George S. Kaufman in the 
hospital for a physical checkup, 
Sam Levenson replaced him on 
the panel of CBS-TV’s “This Is 
Show Business” Sunday night (18) 
and Steve Allen fills in next week 
(25) .. . Lynn Merrill, actress who 
spiels the Pond’s plugs on CBS’ 
“Lilli Palmer Show,” being re- 
tained when the show moves to its 
new time slot next month .. . Ac- 
tor John Carradine now doing the 
sales pitches for Metropolitan Pass 
Books on the sponsor’s WOR-TV 
shows .. . Jack Carter planning to 
present a winner from the “Orig- 
inal Amateur Hour” show once a 
month on his Saturday night NBC 
series ... Maxine Keith named TV 
and AM representative for the cur- 
rent Broadway production of 
“Green Pastures” . . Carley 
Rhodes (Mrs. Franklin Pulaski) 
joins the “Ethel Thorsen Show” 
on CBS-TV this week . . . Martha 
Wright taking over as_ regular 
panelist on’ CBS-TV’s “Celebrity 
Time” April 1, replacing Kyle 


MacDonnell, who's bowing out tO|/town and Hollywood Paramount |‘ 


have a baby . .. Florian ZaBach, 
who preemed his own show Satur- 
day nights on CBS two weeks ago, 
joins the “Steve Allen Show” as a 
regular when it moves into its day- 
time slot next week. 

Dorothy Ann, thrush on WJZ- 
TV's “Fitzgeralds,” to queen CCNY 
prom. April 6... Gerry Lock 
added to cast of NBC-TV’s “Miss 
Susan” ... Jay Barney repeating 
on CBS-TV's “Lamp Unto My 
Feet” Sunday (25) ... English star 
Mark Stone and wife, Josie Brad- 
ley, on ‘Prudential Family Play- 
house” production of “The Bishop 
Misbehaves” Tuesday (27) . . . Cast 


of revival of “The Green Pas- | 


currently on Broadway 


’ 
” 


tures,” 
will take over “Showtime, U.S. A. 
Sunday (25) on ABC-TV in a 
special Easter edition. 


Hollywood 


Aleen Leslie planning “A Date 


With Judy” telepic series based on | 


her radio show . . . Rancho Soups 
bankrolling “Jackson and_ Jill,” 
new situation comedy series star- 
ring Helen Chapman and Tod 





Karnes, which bowed on KECA- 
TV ... James Blake, father of 
Bobby (“Little Beaver”) Blake, 
‘peddling a teleshow based on the 
|character .. . D. Ross Lederman 
i'named director on the next two 
Gene Autry telepix ... Ed Wood 
\formed Tucson Kid Productions to 
‘make a vidfilm series starring Bob 
\Steele, Lyle Talbot and James 
Moore . . . Lee Hogan packaging a 
|new video program with a straight 
|variety format . .. Douglas Fair- 
| banks, Jr., trekked east last night 
(Mon.) for two weeks of television 
appearances with Ed Sullivan, Ken 
| Murray, et al. ; 

William Stephens producing a 


‘pilot film for a series of telepix | 
Cohen’s | 
Milton | 


|based on Octavus Roy 
iFlorian Slappey character. 
|Wood will handle the title role 
iwith Erle Kenton directing... 
|'Yvonne De Carlo makes h 
|videbut April 10 on the Milton 
|Berle show and follows that April 
|22 with an appearance on the Paul 
| Whiteman TV Theatre... Re- 
|ciprocal deal has been worked out 


| between KECA-TV and the Down- 


Theatres to swap film plugs on 
|video for screen trailer mention 
‘of a KECA-TV contest ... L. A. 


\KTTV, will give videoutlet a day- 


the previous year... Ira Morton 
is a new member of the WBKB 
sales crew...WMTJ-TV, Milwau- 
kee Journal station, has filed for 
FCC okay to put up a 1,000-foot tele 
transmitter tower ... Burr Till- 
strom and his NBC “Kukla, Fran 
and Ollie” troupe put on a special 
show last week at the Illinois 
Home for Crippled Children. 
Luckey North joins WBKB as 
the town’s first femme staff an- 
/nouncer. Frank Reynolds joins 
'same plant as staff gabber... Ann 
‘Fox, writer-producer of WGN- 
‘TV's “Health Talks,” copped first 
|place award in Illinois Woman's 
‘Press Assn. annual contest... 
Doris Drew has replaced Estelle 
Loring as warbler on WBKB's 
\“Linger Awhile” ... New _techni- 
cal director of Don MeNeill’s ABC 
teevee show is Russ Hunt... Har- 
vey Lumber Co. picking up WENR- 
i'TV’s weekly “Dr. Fixum” show 





London 


| Edward Rigby, Ronald Simpson, 
|Cathleen Nesbitt and Joan Heal 


er| have leading roles in the Val Giel- 


KSTP-TV Splits Itself 
Up, Staging New. Sunday 


Minneapolis, March 20. 





location, the boundary line where 


‘the Twin Cities meet, by staging 


/a new quiz show, “Dollars and 
Sense,” that pits Minneapolis con- 


\testants against those of St. Paul. 


| Sponsored by the Minneapolis First | 


telecast on 
9:30-10 p.m., 


'National Bank and 
alternate Sundays, 


show is emceed by Jack Horner 


and Randy Merriman of the sta- 
tion’s announcers staff, who test 
the competing teams on_ sight 
sound, smell, taste and touch. 
The rival teams 
|against each other in separate 
| studios — one team in the KSTP 


KSTP-TV is capitalizing on its 


Mpls.-St. Paul Quiz Show 


*| Commissioners, with the view 


WRC in Bid to Air 
D.C. City Fathers 


Washington, March 20. 

A plea to let the citizens in, via 
radio, on what goes on at the de. 
liberations of the city fathers Was 
made here last week by NBC’s key 
outlet in the Capital, WRC. The 
|request, made by William R. Mc. 
| Andrew, station manager, is under 
| consideration by the District of Co. 
| lumbia Commissioners. 


} McAndrew said WRC wanted the 
|right to record meetings of the 


to 





| 


compete | Playing back selected excerpts on 


|later programs. He told the Com. 
|missioners that other Washington 


| Minneapolis studio and the other stations would be glad to appear 


team in the KSTP St. Paul studio 
'— and thus each contestant 
given the same test without know- 


| before the Board in support of the 


is | issue, 


McAndrew pointed out that Con. 


|gud-Dallas Bower production of ing how his opponent is faring. | gress for three years has permitted 


\Ibsen’s “Ghosts” tomorrow (21) 


| Viewers, however, 


are able to/| broadcasts of important committee 


|... The last in the “Course of Jus- | follow the action as the cameras | meetings and that many city coun. 
itice” series was telecast Monday switch from a Minneapolis to a/cils throughout the country permit 





/(19) . . . Christopher Mayhew is | st paul contestant. |their proceedings to be broadcast. 

again taking the chair in today S; For each correct answer the In pressing for on-the-spot radio 

Wed.) ig ome | team wins a quantity of silver|coverage of Board of Commission- 

bal programe the United Na-| dollars. If a question is missed, |ers’ meetings, held semi-weekly, 

Gone vats “Les Sylphides” is be- | the money then goes into a jack- McAndrew is asking for the same 

, ' bone iso ae day (23) with Vio- pot. At the end of each show spe- privileges which the Capital's four 
|'Times, which owns and Operates | iets Elvin, Svetiana Beriosova, | cial gimmicks are used for a grand | daily papers requested last week. 
| Marterie Talichief and George | payoff. Prior to receiving the WRC re. 


land-date break with its editorial 
i section on Gene Sherman inter- 
‘views in the Orient which wiil be 
filmed for tele by Red Humphreys 
jand shipped back here together 
‘with Sherman’s newspaper ma- 
| terial. 





Chicago 

| Cmdr. Eugene McDonald, Zenith 
Corp. prexy, was handed a special 
citation from the Southern Cali- 
‘fornia Society of Radio and Tele- 
| vision Editors for his pioneering 
'with Phonevision . . . Kellogg will 
bapkroll “Wild Bill Hickok” pix 
on WENR-TV, starting April 15 
... John Choynacki joins the 
| WGN-TV production facilities staff 
... John MePartlin’s WNBQ sales 
crew peddled two weekly half- 
hour film shows to Snowcrop | 
Marketers ... Motorola prexy Paul | 
Galvin disclosed last week that the | 
firm’s 950 sales were 116% above | 











|Skibine dancing the 
|Kevin Sheldon produced Gilbert 
‘and Margaret Hackforth - Jones’ 


the cast. 


WFIL’s Cuffo Time 





Philadelphia, March 20. 
In a public service gesture, the 
| WFIL stations have thrown their 
| resources open to the City Char- 
ter issue, which is to be resolved 
in a special election here, April 
sf 





leads .. .| 


“Sweethearts & Wives” yesterday | 
(20) with Clive Morton, Kay Ken- | 
dall and Anthony Oliver heading | 


On Charter Issue 


For many years WCCO has had} quest, the Commissioners agreed 


an always sponsored and highly | to discuss the question with manag- 


successful radio show, “Quiz of the 
Twin Cities,” that also pits a 


St. Paul. Teams are recruited from 
business organizations, fraternal 
and other bodies, etc., and the one 
whose members score the most 
points in answering correctly the 
quiz questions wins a sum of money 
for its treasury, the sum depend- 





questions. The 


Minneapolis team against one from | 


ing editors of the dailies. 





ILLINOIS DAR KEEPS 
WATCH ON TV MANNERS 


Chicago, March 20. 





Latest group to register a dim 
| view of video’s alleged breaches of 


ing upon the number of answered | good taste and patriotism is the 


Minneapolis-St. | Tllinois chapter of the Daughte 
Paul standings are kept throughout | of P aughters 


the American’ Revolution. 


| the year according to the outcome | Group, at its state confab here last 


| of each once-a-week contest. 





Union Hassle Stalls 


week, voted to set up an informal 
monitoring system to catch any 
lapses of decorum or loyalty on 
| teevee. 


| ‘ - _| DAR adopted lution t 
ABC Vidpic Production | protest he polly Pt ery the 


Hollywood, March 20. 


CC with the aim of getting the 
offending shows off the air. 








The offer of free time on both) Jurisdictional hassle between Na- | 
WFIL and WFIL-TV is a surprise | tional Association of Broadcast En- | 
move in-view of the fact that pro- gineers and Technicians and IATSE |- 
ponents of the City Charter plan js snarling ABC’s plans to go into | 
have actually bought time on other production of telefilms on its own. | 
stations. When they sought to| NABET holds a contract with | 
purchase time on WFIL, Roger W.; ABC covering televising of pro- | 
Clipp, general manager of the, sta-/ grams -and union rep Jim Brown 
tions, offered their entire facilities | says flatly that NABET is not in-! 
to increase public discussion and | terested in how the program is” 
heighten public interest in the| assembled. He added that even if. 

















JOSEPHI 


boo frocks making audiences 
a performer. Her skill and 
showmanship-shapely.” 


Personal Managem 









Currently STRAND, New York 


WALTER WINCHELL says—“Josephine Baker’s opulent peek-a- 
gasp at the Strand Theatre. Quite 
neon personality make everything 


See Page 53 


vital civie proposal. 

Clipp and his operations assist- 
ant, John Scheuer, have notified 
all civic organizations, as well as 
both the Democratic and Republi- 
can parties, of the time availability 
for City Charter discussion. Clipp 
said the stations were not taking 
any sides on the issue, but were 
activated by a desire to get out the 
largest vote possible. 

Jack Steck has been placed in 


projeet for both television and ra- 
dio. The comprehensive discus- 
sion sclredule will include inter- 
views by all the stations’ staffers, 
from disk jockeys to sportscasters 
with personalities interested in the 
City Charter plan. There will also 
be panel discussions by civic lead- 
ers, and spot announcements. 


Movement and the Citizens Char- 
ter Committee. Approximately 
500 organizations are being con- 
tacted to enlist their interest in 
the City Charter fight with the of- 
re of free radio and television 
ime. 


Postpone 2 N.Y. Suits 


Vs. Comic Sid Caesar 


Trial of two N. Y. Supreme Court 
Suits against comedian Sid Caesar 
have been postponed until May 
with the consent of all parties in- 
volved, according to stipulations 
filed.with the court last week. 











BAKER 


ent: NED SCHUYLER 








Capitol Productions, headed by 
Milton Bren, is suing the comic for 


-$250,000 on a_ breach-on-contract 


charge. Writer Devery Freeman’s 
action against Caesar claims that 


‘the defendant damaged him to the 


extent of $150,000 worth by alleg- 
edly lifting material for use in a 
“penny gum machine” sketch in the 
Broadway musical, “Make Mine 
Manhattan.” 

Caesar has already answered 
both suits with denials. Fact that 
both plaintiffs are Coast residents 
| prompted the trial adjournment. 


overall supervisory charge of the: 


Already in back of the WFIL | 
plan are the Chamber of Com-. 
merce, the Greater Philadelphia | 


' ABC sets up a separate corpora- 


tion, the NABET contract would 


| Still obtain. 


Carl Cooper, If rep, meanwhile | 


said his union naturally expects to 
handle film chores as it has done 
| in the motion picture industry. 
NABET now has members working 
at ABC in technical departments, 
while IA members are in the light- 
ing, makeup, scenic and art de- 
partment, with some men on the 
stages. 


KQY’s Collegiate Forum 


Pittsburgh, March 20. 

| Students from five Pittsburgh 
colleges and universities have been 
given a radio forum by KQV to 
,air the problems and viewpoints 
of the present-day undergraduate. 
Series is to be broadcast once 





| 





taneously over Duquesne Univer- 
sity’s FM station, WDUQ. 
Announcer John Gibbs, a gradu- 
ate of West Virginia U, has been 
assigned to produce and announce 
the programs, which will spotlight 
following institutions of higher 
learning: University of Pittsburgh, 
Carnegie Tech, Duquesne Univer- 
sity, Mt. Mercy College and Penn- 
Sylvania College for Women. 








Houston Control Switch 
Houston, Marcel 20. 


KCOH here, by William A. Smith, 
through the purchase of 33.2% of 
the interest of Edward C. Hughes, 
is pending before the FCC. 
Smith would become 66°% owner 
of the outlet by paying $21,900 and 
assuming notes of the license in 
the amount of $30,900 due Hughes. 





Cleveland — Television sets in 
the Cleveland-Akron-Canton area 
have climbed over the 453,000 
mark. With February sales of 


31,072, the area's gr i 
453,575, grand total is now 





Acquisition of the control of the | 
Call of Houston, Inc., license of | 


weekly for the remainder of the. 
semester and will be aired simul-| 





Courtesy of M-G-M 
Now appearing with 
DONALD O'CONNOR 
in “THE MILKMAN" 
(Universal-international) 
Management WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 
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FOR RENT 


TELEVISION, RADIO 
OR THEATRICAL USE 


Rendezvous Room at the centrally 
located Hotel Victoria. re 
long, 23'9" wide, 16°11" high. Ac- 
commodates 225 people. Fully eir- 
conditioned. Beautiful decor. 


Phone or write 


Mr. Wm. J. Munson, Hotel Victoria 
7th Ave. and 51st St. 
Circle 7-7800 
A 











ANALYST-RESEARCH Expert on For- 
eign, political and military affairs. De- 
sire research — with outstanding 
TV-Radio or Newspaper. Political Sci- 
ence Degree; 4 languages; 20 years 
overseas experience udes war and 
peace-time, government and banking 
and industrial ssclgniments. Age 46, 
non-reserve. Available on short notice. 
ag a Variety, 154 W. 46th 5t., 





| 

















| 


— 


CHILDREN’S TV 
script specialists. Stories, ideas, 
scripts for any style kid show fur- 
nished by well-known children's 
writers. CHILDREN'S TV, 59 Park 
Ave., New York. MU. 6-3883. 
—_—_—_—_—__—_—_—“—X<—“—“_ 
TALENT! TALENT! TALENT! 
is Show Business Proving a Tovgh 
. Hill to Climb? 
TELEVENTURES, the Perfect Casting 
System, Can Help You Reach the Top 
For Additional Details Visit 
DAVID WINTERS at 
TELEVISION VENTURES, Inc. 


55 W. 42nd Street (at 6th), New York 
LOngacre 5-1635 
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SHERLOCK! 
OLMES 


FOR TELEVISION 














his calabash, 


Sherlock peg are now available to 
ene: t 

; By special license arrangemen _ 

advertisers. y § late Sif Arthur Conan © — 
. ity of all time 


hour weekly 











, 0 
#See the Gallup poll for October 20, 195 


ES 


ON FILM 


The client who buys Sherlock Holmes on film 

will sponsor a series shot on actual location on 

“a ten billion dollar set”, the City of London, 

used as a lavish stage for exciting adventure. The film 
series features a top flight cast of English movie 
and stage stars performing under American producers 
in American written scripts. We have recently 
completed a showcase film. See it! 























RoR SASS 5 uipinmameninvante 
Roo 


NETWORK 


iS 
ho prefers network .- + OF who 
is present network show --° 
s ready for sale, film or live. 


For the client w 
dissatisfied with hi 
Sherlock Holmes ! 


57 West 58th Street 
New York 19, New York 
Plaza 5-5998 
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PRICED ALIS TICALLY 


’ Sale is dj x 
is direce to agencies, There ee 


is top quali a O pay, S 
42 top "Y—Yet (whether film em wa Holmes 
Programs Currently on TV Ive) Priced below 





RE 
pack 















As a live netw 
° : ork Product 
Ww duction, 
Other y. ull ever mistake Sherlock Sd dramas, 
mystery, It is the One and on! es for any 
y. 
















OR NATIONAL SPOT 


In buying Sherlock Holmes 
hg sponsor selects only the 
e Wishes, Through a Special 











nationally on TV; 
markets and stations 

















Sponsor. The delivery of s 
of the sales contract, nation 








@ RADIO ‘  @ MOTION PICTURES 
@ TELEVISION ©® STAGE PRODUCTIONS 


- 
we-#w#en ee eevee «6 OE HS HOD OO SHOBOSFSTIES SOC SAO Om 


. i A = consisting of carpenters, electrical 
Hf ry ae fae = Blackburn is equally insistent that on an “island” surrounded by sus- workers, painters, pipe fitters, [| 
xf ing special ‘kudos for the terrif Patched-up job consisted only one tainers. Web does not expect to | plumbers and all building trade 
“Jack Carter Show,” first hour Dispute may be embarrassinz packages, some of which are NBC exhibition games. of the Houston 
of the “Saturday Night Revue,” for Screen Actors Guild, to which house shows, and some of which [L—> Continued from page 26 team of the Texas league, the [7 


; ; ; : ar 2 sencies. Thev’ rail: ithe ightly sports roundup on KTHT 4 
sts. Ed Wynn, James Barton interest in film television, having 2&encies. They'll be available either — i. i is —_ r 
gg tapants. . Wyan ‘sal washed its rands of live or kinned to current sponsors or to any new fe tan hae ga oy poh ang a oe = — on 
* Carter teamed for some good video. As a result, matter may be 0M€S Who might buy in for a sum- ; I ge Boggle gg ne ari 
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number, her standard “Hands 
Across the Table.” Chanteuse is 
more svelte than singe last seen in 
America. Byron Nelson gave an- 
other golf lesson, and Ally Ming, 
Chinese acrobat, gave a lengthy 
performance on the tight wire. 





% 
Max Liebman staged his version 


Tele Followup Comment 


Continued from page 28 


tered with her singing, especially 
in the “You're Just in Love” num- 
ber, in which she harmonized with 
herself via the playback of a pre- 
viously - recorded disk. | Barton 
clicked with. his standard drunk 
routine, but use of the act at this 
time, when TV is under fire for 
its alleged low moral state, might 





|damage and expense to Hooper. 


‘The action was taken without rea- 

sonable cause and without belief 
in the allegations in order to give 
color and apparent weight to its 
alleged causes of action against the 
other defendant.” 


The Hooper firm denied that it 
the fraudulent filing of patent ap- 
tiffs and for which $500,000 is be- 


nopolizing trade, or entering into 





was ever a party or participant to) 
plications, as alleged by the plain- | 


ing asked. Hooper also denied mo- | 


‘All-Star Revue’ Heads 


American’ Cancer Society has 
wrapped up comprehensive radio 
and tele kits for its upcoming 1951 
crusade. ‘ 
| Radio material includes an All 
‘Star Revue” for use by indie sta- 





‘tions. Waxer is emceed by Dinah 
|Shore and stars Ozzie and Harriet 
Nelson, Eddie Bracken, Adolphe 
Menjou and Harry Zimmerman’s 


Cancer Society ’51 Kit 


AFRA National Board 
‘ Okays Hub Local’s New 
Lowered Record Rates 


Boston, March 20. 

The new, slightly-lowered tran. 
scription rates recommended by 
the local AFRA, following a series 
of meetings with agency reps who 
squawked at recent upping of rates 
have been okayed by the national 
board and are expected to go into 


‘niudicious. Donald|a conspiracy with Neilsen to do so. ranscriptions include gO In 
of an English-language Fude | tices atic the prolog}The answer denied also oo aan by stars; five- Ene Wik AYER tee a 
maus” on NBC-TV’s “Show of | from “Pagliacci” but his baritone | Hooper ever was party to a com-| jinute musical shows by Jo Staf- | jower cules providing 9 geek 
Shows” Saturday night (17) and,; wasn’t quite up to the chore. Bill|prehensive patent development ¢..4 Billy Eckstine, Fran Warren, | ysed only locally or wn at were 
with Virginia McWatters joining; Callahan again demonstrated his} program intended to block opposi- ., ‘Reneke, Judy Garland and Vic| New local rates. pe “y ye 
regulars Marguerite Piazza, Bill‘ fine dance technique, particularly | tion from radio and telephone au-| ),), 15-minute dramas; 15- . , Pegged at $7.50 


Hayes and Jack Russell, made it 
an engaging musical interlude. 
Ruth and Thomas Martin transla- 
tion was used and, although the 
lyrics were muffled at times by 
the singers’ trilling, the presenta- 
tion marked another argument in 
favor of English opera. Miss Mc- 


Watters, who played the “Adele” | 
role in the Broadway musicomedy, | 


“Rosalinda,” some years ago, dis- 
played a fine coloratura in the 
same role. Signe Hasso, who was 
hostess on the show, turned in a 
neat characterization of the 
monocled Prince Orlofsky. 


Sid Caesar and Imogene Coca 


contributed several sock sketches, 
best of which was a biting satire 
on Italian films, in which Carl 
Reiner turned in a fine assist. 
Caesar's solo monolog this time, 
about a father taking his firstborn 
to school for the first time, was 
good but the ending was left in 
the air. Mata and Hari terped a 
fine impressionistic bit about a 
drunk falling in love with a de- 
partment store mannequin and the 
Hamilton Trio also scored with 
one of their specialities. Billy 
Williams quartet, Judy Johnson 
and others in the regular cast were 
up to their usual top, standards. 


was spotty, despite the use of three 


comedy and Miss Edwards regis- 




















Eileen BARTON 
ON TOUR 


Direction: M. C. A. 





in a St. Patrick’s Day number—'! 


| which, incidentally, will be out- 
‘dated on the ‘ine circuit. 


O'Keefe 


Continued from page 27 = 














ber. Protesting he wasn’t due on 
kine until following week, O'Keefe 
‘next day had agent John Maschio 
make representations to NBC's 
| Norman Blackburn here. 

What griped O’Keefe was that 


he was being used in two shows, | 


, although paid for only one. Agent 


| warned NBC that unless they used | 


| O’Keefe’s full performance on kine 
March 17, not to use it at all, since 
| he would not be identifiable with- 
out introduction bit he did with 
Carter. On 17th, however, other 
|half of kine was used, 


tified, appearing as an anonymous 
comic hiding behind a beaver in 
| Skits with Carter. 


Maschio insists O’Keefe should 
get double fee, that it was no fault 
of his that kine got fouled up. 


O'Keefe belongs, because of guild’s 


forced into hands of SAG’s arch 


rival, TVA, for adjudication. 














Hooper 


Continued from page 26 = 





‘ranted causes of action against 
Hooper, for which the plaintiff did 


whatever.” 


the truth of the false facts present- 
ed, nor in the causes of action 
alleged against Hooper, but ar- 





| wrongs, supposedly inflicted by the 
| defendant, but in pure malice, pur- 


‘upon A. C. Nielsen & Co.” 


The Sindlinger suit, the plaintiff 
| claimed, was “wilfully and mali- 














| ciously intended to cause harm. 











We're proud of the successful 
company we keep on WJBK 


PACKARD MOTORS 
BIRDS EYE FOODS 
BON AMI 

BROMO SELTZER 
CAMEL CIGARETTES 


COLGATE VEL 

CROSLEY REFRIGERATORS 
GARRETT WINES 

IPANA TOOTHPASTE 
LAFRANCE 


CHASE & SANBORN COFFEE OAKITE 


Follow these leaders and boost your sales! 


WJBK-TV.a CBS 
and Dumont affiliate 


with | 
| O’Keefe never introduced or iden- | 


dience research, in order to keep 


the field clear for the Nielsen and | 


Hooper systems. Denials were also 
entered that Hooper ever threat- 
ened patent litigation to deprive 
Sindlinger of clients, or had ever 
circulated false rumors to ward off 
investors from the Philadelphia 
firm. 


In the counterclaim, Hooper’s 
counsel stated that, through the 
publicity given the Sindlinger alle- 
gations in the trade press and else- 
where, the reputation of the 
Hooper firm had suffered serious 
injuries, with no _ justification. 
Counsel asked judgment against 
Sidlinger for legal fees and asked 
the court to set exemplary dam- 
ages. 











NBC Peddles 34 


Continued from page 27 





L. (Pat) Weaver, NBC still plans 
fo group as many of its summer 














sponsors as possible on Sunday and | 


Wednesday nights. In that way the 
web hopes to preclude the possi- 
bility of any bankroller being left 


are being produced by outside 


mer ride. 
NBC, meanwhile, has set April 1 


‘as the deadline when agencies must 


submit their written notices of the 
summer interval 


| Cle of at least 13 weeks. Web has 
|set up those specifications as a 


guarantee for sponsors desiring to | 


retain their present time slots for 


not and cannot have any basis; next fall. Under the summer plan! move its New York TV station 


for advertisers, each sponsor is en- 


| 13-week hiatus, he pays the regular 
time rate for the extra five. 


Web declared its intention of 


| week vacation and NBC can sell 
five or more of those weeks, the 


i other words, the web will not 
| charge two sponsors for the same 


| time. 


| It’s reported, incidentally, that 
the web has also set up a “program 


| arately. 


Damone; 
minute wester: musical with Roy 
Rogers, Dale Evins and the Roy 
Rogers’ Riders; station breaks by 
names; and five-minute stories of 
cured cancer cases, with Quentin 
Reynolds narrating. Additionally, 
there are complete scripts for live 
local shows. 


ond vidpix by Faye Emerson, Rex 
Harrison and Lilli Palmer; an ani- 
mated cartoon; slides, stills and 
easel boards. Campaign was 
mapped by ACS radio-tele director 
Walter King. 





New Asst. Gen. Manager, 
Sports Director at WABY 


Albany, March 20. 

Ned Trudeau has been promoted 
from program director to assistant 
general manager of WABY. Tru- 
deau, with the station since 1940, 
, will serve as assistant to Edward 
C. Obrist, new general manager. 
He continues to do some broadcast- 
ing. Bill Pope is new sports di- 
rector of WABY. He succeeds 
Johnny Lawrence, who transferred 
to WOKO in the same capacity. 
































‘garding licensee qualifications of 


And the anti-trust ques- 
tion, which involved Par and other 


motion picture companies owning | 
broadcast stations, isn’t apt to be 


u : ' settled soon. 
period desired | 
and an order for a resumption cy- | 


In its dismissal request, 


ington counsel, DuMont told the 


Commission that resolution of the | 
control issue would at least clear | 


the way for action on request to 


|WABD, to the Empire State build- 


It was further declared that the titled to an eight-week hiatus with-| ing, where other network outlets 
Sindlinger group “had no belief in. out charge, but if he takes a full! are operating or will soon be. 
DuMont said that “because of) 


the anti-trust taint imputed to Du- 
iMont by reason of the so-called 


ranged and planned among them-| “making every effort” to sell such | Paramount control,” its rights and 
selves to bring such action, entire- | interval periods, whether they be interest are 
ly in bad faith.” This was done|for eight or 13 weeks. Where a “without possibility of relief via 
| “not for the purpose of recovering | sponsor desires to take the full 13- | appeal.” 


adversely affected 


| Company asserted that the Com- 


| fiv mission’s proposed decision, issued | 
| suant to demands and threats made client will not be charged for those. | over two years ago, that Par con- | 


| trols it has resulted in putting its 
| three TV stations on temporary 


license, casts doubt on the status | 


| of its applications in Cleveland and 
| Cincinnati, retards growth of its 


Video kit includes three 20-sec- | 


filed 
through Roberts & McInnis, Wash- | 


contribution” schedule for the sum- | 7€twork, and concerns it in its re- | 
mer, based on what each program’s | lationships with government agen- , 
sustaining cost might be. Plan for Ci@S With whom it has military 


summer advertisers is available 
only to those in Class A time who 
.| have had at least 13 weeks of pro- 
gram time prior to the hiatus. 





Set Sale Lag 


Continued from page 26 


seen any other video attraction, 
that doesn’t spur them to go shop- 





so involved with watching the hear- 
ings, the Bruno spokesman said, 


that they haven’t time for shop- 
ping. He predicted that sales 
would start climbing again after 
April 1. 


$279.95 to $249.95; on a 16-inch re- 
ceiver from $249.95 to $209.95, and 
= a — ~ but with a dif- 
erent cabinet from $239. 

$199.95. Tae see 
cuts, Admiral prez Ross D. Sira- 
gusa emphasized a “pressing pub- 
lic need for low-priced merchan- 


ping for video receivers. They're | 


Admiral has towered its prices. 
on a 17-inch table model from’ 


In announcing the price 


dise” in these days of “high down | 


| contracts. 


| DuMont contended that while | 


| Par owns all of its Class B stock 


it elects only a minority of the’ 
directors—three out of eight—and | 


| therefore does not control the cor- 
poration. While admitting that 
Par is in a position to block any 
|corporate action which may be 
| authorized by the stockholders, Du- 
| Mont insisted that the business of 
| the corporation, particularly the 
|acts with which the Commission 
would be concerned, is conducted 
by the board of directors. 

FCC's proposed decision holding 
that Par controls DuMont was 
_issued in December of 1948. Oral 
argument has not yet been held on 
this ruling, 





for one minute cut plus $8.75 re. 
hearsal for a 13-week period are 
for use on Hub stations WBMS, 
| WBZ, WCOP, WEEI, WHOH 
| WMEX, WNAC and WORL, and 
| WLAW, Lawrence, WLLH, Lowell, 
| WKOX, Framingham and WESX, 
|Salem. An additional $7.50 wil] 
|be charged for each ensuing 13 
weeks’ use. 

| Regional rates, not available to 
| national but to New England spon- 
| sors, With spots made by AFRA tal- 
,ent in New England only, will be 
75% of national rate, or $11.25 per 
cut plus $8.75 rehearsal. This is 
also for a 13-week period with an 
| additional charge of $11.25 per cut 
‘for each ensuing 13 weeks of use. 
| Audition disks, not to be used on 
ithe air, are one-half the new local 
irate, $3.75 plus $8.72 rehearsal, 
with a guarantee of at least three 
| cuts. 

New rates are set for a six- 
;month trial period subject to can- 
| cellation by AFRA on 30 days’ writ- 
{ten notice. 








Houston—The five local Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor unions 
and the Houston Trade Council, 


Mutual Game of the Day and a 


!while Al Helfer will handle the 
Mutual games. 
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Roosevelt Hotel 
NEW YORK 


Direction: MUSIC CORP, OF AMERICA 














ATTENTION 
TV PRODUCERS 


40 MODERN 40 


Rehearsal Rooms 


ALL SIZES — AIRY 
from 20x23 te 60x90 


Reasonable Rentals 


CENTRAL PLAZA 
Centrally Located - 2nd Ave. 7th St. 
(2 Blocks &. of John Wanamaker’s) 


Algonquin 4-9800 


| 
| 
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ALIN (kuscxiy 


IN IDAHO'S FABULOUS - 
MAGIC VALLEY 


ASK HOLLINGBERY 
ABC AT TWIN FALLS, IDAHO 











“This May Be the Singing Discovery of the Year” 


BERT PARKS 
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payments, excise taxes and infla- ' 
tion in general.” Furthermore, he | 
said, the new prices “should great- | 
ly stimulate traffic in the stores of 
small TV dealers who are present- | 
ly suffering from an inability to | 
Supply inexpensive merchandise.” 


JUNE VALLI 


“STOP THE MUSIC’ AM. 
March 18th and March 25th 


WJBK-AM « TV-DETROIT 


NATIONAL SALES HEADQUARTERS: 488 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 22, ELDORADO 5-2455 


Represented Nationally by THE KATZ AGENCY. INC 
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Inside Stuff—Television 


Further intra-squad rumblings are emanating this week from a high- 


rat 
sta 


WFAA’s Farm Junket 


San Antonio, March 20. _ 
WFAA has announced the pre- 


ing late-evening television program, based on charges that the show’s liminary itinerary for a 16-aay farm 
r is “attempting to take too much on himself.” Network claims to , and 
have received letters from viewers charging the star with “mistreat- through eight southern states and 


sight-seeing tour in May 


ing” other members of the cast and asserts the star-emcee, in fighting Cuba. 


the supporting talent, in the long run will only be hurting himself. 


Star reportedly has indulged in such tactics as introducing the show’s | on 
comedienne just a minute or two before a commercial. Since the plug cording to Murray Cox 
must go on, her single routine per program is often cut short. It’s also director and tour lead 
reported that he‘ refuses to permit any two members of the cast to of the tour is to study sout 


work together unless he is also in front of the lenses. 





“Ah, Sweet Mystery,” new panel show in which a group of guest celebs | 
will attempt to solve whodunits outlined to them by playwright Russel 
Crouse as moderator, is being rounded into shape by indie packager 
Henry Souvaine. Designed as a half-hour, once a week series, the show 
is to have a permanent panel comprising Bennett Cerf, Bosley Crow- 
ther, Jan Struther and Rex Stout, plus one visitor each week. Whodunit 
plots will be supplied by scripters but, with an eye to audience partici- 
pation, home viewers will also be invited to submit the mysteries. 
Instead of having them dramatized, Souvaine plans to have Crouse 
furnish sufficient clues to get the questions rolling and then let the 
panel develop the solution from that. Panel is to be charged a certain 
fee for each question asked, with the proceeds to go to a charity or- 
ganization. 





Members of Federal Communications Commission yesterday (Tues.) 
viewed demonstrations of Skiatron Subscriber-Vision at the WOR-TV, 
N. Y. transmitter. 

FCC members saw a closed-circuit demonstration in the morning and 
in the afternoon watched an over-the-air telecast of Subscriber-Vision. 
System is a method of pay-as-you-watch TV in which subscribers use a 
punched card in an attachment on their home receivers to unscramble 
the “coded” signal. It differs from Phonevision in that it doesn’t use 
land telephone lines. 

WOR-TV has been cooperating for several months with Skiatron in 
the tests. Until yesterday the experiments had been conducted outside 
of WOR-TV’s regular schedule. 





On basis of the response to the preem show, NBC figures it has a 
winner in the educational bracket with the Chi-originated “Mr. Wizard.” 
Saturday afternoon show preemed March 3 on 14:stations, but sub- 
sequently the web has received requests from 22 other stations to be 
put on the kine list. Unusual angle of the numerous kine requests is 
that NBC is beaming the program as a “public service” sustainer with 
the Cereal Institute paying the production tab, so there’s no time pay- 
ments made to the stations. ‘Mr. Wizard” is played by Don Herbert, 
who also scripts the show, a Herbert S. Laufman package. 





Taking a leaf from the operations book of some of the major film 
studios, Paramount Television Productions has created a separate unit 
within the organization to handle merchandising of products created 
as a result of KTLA tele programs. First to go will be items licensed 
to carry the “Beany” tag which stems from the Robert Clampett “Time 
for Beany” show. Paramount is pushing “Beany” sweatshirts, T-shirts, 
sweaters, balloons, masks, comic books, records and hosiery into stores 
thrédughout the country. Similar deal has been made with Tim McCoy 
for any McCoy regalia marketed as a result of his show. 





Coast video, finding itself badgered by phonies of all sorts, has 
formed the Television Publicity, Promotion and Advertising Association 
Which will screen and accredit correspondents and magazines. Cuing 
the move was discovery that various video publications with supposedly 
large circulations either do not exist or have nowhere near the reader- 
ship claimed for them. General manager of each studio will be asked 
to = the group’s constitution before the scheme actually becomes 
workable. 





U. S. Federal Security Agency has released a list of 392 Government- 
produced films which have been cleared for television use. Pictures 
run the gamut from Department of Agriculture, Public Health Service, 
Coast Guard and Veterans Administration to the Army, Navy, Marines 
and Air force. The different services are releasing the pictures under 
different conditions.. Some are limited to non-commercial educational 
shows only while others may be used in regular sponsored programs. 
Subjects run from fewer than five minutes to more than half an hour. 
Some must be used in their entirety, while others may be cut. Quite 
a few of the pictures are in color, which would be handy when color 
Video gets the nod. A few are animated cartoons. 


“NBC ‘Blue Skies’ 


Continued from page 25 a 
most heavily in radio, seven (in-; net ‘(based on Broadcast Measure- 
cluding three distillers) most | ment Bureau figures) and a greater 
heavily in newspapers, and three circulation than any web, both in- 
In Magazines. side and outside of tele areas. 

6—NBC facilities offer a sie | Figuring there will be 14,500,000 
potential audience than any other TV homes in the U. S. by fall, or 
= ' three out of every 10 homes, pres- 
entation underlines radio’s cover- 
age of nine out of every 10 fami- 
lies. It states that in TV families 
there is about 30° as much AM- 
listening as in radio-only homes, 
“so in essence a TV home is one- 
third of a radio home.” Thus, NBC 
declares, “radio looms large over 
TV in terms of audience size.” 
' Web also discusses costs of ra- 
dio vs. mags and dailies. It fig- 
ures AM costs in October will be 
$1.03 per 1,000 potential homes 
for an evening half-hour, com- 
pared with $2.00 for TV; $3.55 for 
a page in Life;°$3.06 for a page in 
‘Saturday Evening Post, and $2.53 
‘for This Week. 

In October, NBC states, a $19,- 
'484 expenditure on radio will 
preach 8,600,000 people. A news- 
| paper advertiser would have to 
i buy a 500-line ad in every daily in 
| every city over 100,000 population 
—at a cost of $39,530—to reach the 
same circulation figure. 

Presentation is being made to 
regional gatherings of affiliates. 
Last month the web’s Stations 
Planning and Advisory Committee 
gave it a unanimous kudo. 









































A Great Group!!! 


HI, LO 
JACK 


AND THE 


DAME 


NOW—HIPPODROME, BALTIMORE 
Mgt.: BOB KERR, New York, N. Y. 

















FAMOUS 
PHARMACIST 





Minneapolis — Charles Sarjeant, 
with WCCO, CBS -station here, 
since 1944, has been appointed as- 








The special train wil) leave here 
May 9 and return May 24, ac- 
WFAA farm 
er. Purpose 
hern ag- 


Ticulture, cattle and tobacco 


‘Comedy Hour’ j 


Continued from page 27 


order to have M&L for the April |that Sunday afternoon. Latter pro- 
29 show. Comedy team must work | gram is aired from Chi’s Stude- 
that date from Chi because they | baker theatre, where the M&L pro- 
have been booked into the Chez’ gram will be rehearsing. 

Paree nitery there next month.; Present plans are to move 
NBC will not only have to dispatch | “Slate” that week to N. Y. Pro- 
the “Comedy Hour” production en- | gram will be cast for that one-shot 
tourage to Chi to work the show,!in Gotham with N. Y. actors, but 











but the program will unhouse the | the Chi production crew will come 
'web’s Chi-originated “Magic Slate” east to handle it. 





——_ 








sociate news director. It’s a new- 
lly created post... .-..- . 
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the original cast—Frank Costello, , 


Joe Adonis & Co.—and they’re 
living, breathing characters in 
everybody's home. There are 
dirty dishes in the sink, and no- 
shopping, too, as the folks hug the 
television sets at home, in restau- 
rants, pubs and clubs. 


And it’s hurt the boxoffice, in | 


addition to disrupting the normal 
domestic procedure. But from the 
viewpoint of the television indus- 
try it has been the biggest hypo to 
date in pointing up the value of 
tele as a public-service industry. 
Video’s power was dramatically 
emphasized not only by the large 
home audience and the 
, which gathered around sets in pub- 
lic places, but also by the intensive 
viewing the Foley Square hearings 
got in the offices of agencies and 
radio networks and stations. As 


one radio veepee of a big network | 


TV's Kefauver Fever Kayos B.0. 


Continued from page 1 


crowds J 





ern counterpart of the town meet- 
ing.” He added that the broad- 
' casts would result in constructive 
legislation. Sen. Estes Kefauver, 
also on WMG\M, said that evidence 
of the broadcasts’ “tremendous im- 
'pact can be gained from the let- 
| ters and phone calls received.” 
Telecasts raised some legal ques- 
tions. There was, for instance, 
witness Frank Costello’s charge 
that the hearings were a “specta- 
cle” which interfered with accurate 
testimony. His lawyer cited the 
noise of cameras, bright lights, 
milling reporters and photogra- 
phers’ @ashes. While his objections 
were directed chiefly at TV, the 
telecasters pointed out that the 
| camera noises came from the news- 





| 





the Golden Gloves boxing tourna- 
ment from Madison Sq. Garden, 
N. Y., Monday night, with Chevro- 
let._Dealers sponsoring. Unable to 
clear the time with Campbell- 
Ewald, Chevvy’s agency, the sta- 
tion couldn’t carry any of the hear- 
ing, even though its production 
staff still fed the other networks. 





Heavy Chi Interest 
Chicago, March 20. 
Telecasts of the drama-packed 


N. Y. Senate Crime Committee’s 


reels, not from the image-orthicons, | 
and that the bright lights were | 
needed by the newsreel cameras, | 


|Industryites answered it was not 


not the more sensitive tele cameras. | 


hearings are racking up perhaps 
video’s largest audiences, Windy 
City observers report. 

Although no direct audience sur- 
veys have been made, execs at the 
two Chi stations—WGN-TV and 
WENR-TV — beaming the crime 
show stated mail and telephone 
comments have been the heaviest 
ever received, indicating the great 
interest in the Foley Square pro- 
ceedings. 





Hearings Cause Absenteeism 

Minneapolis, March 20. 
Complaining about absenteeism 
of employees to a greater extent 








CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 











Pittsburgh—Jay Russell, former- 
‘ly of WATV, Newark, has joined 
| staff of WDTV. He’s working on 
'a research-public relations project 
'for the DuMont station... 
‘Charlie Johns, of the KDKA staff, 
‘has been called back into the 
|Navy as an electronics technician, 
‘second class. He’s a veteran of 


' World War II... Nick Perry has | 





|been named chief announcer at | 
WDTV. He gave up radio to go} 
with the teevee operation several | 


. Vincent 
announcer, 


months 
former 


ago .. 
WWSW 
ness in New York to join the 
State Dept. 


Joyce, | 
has | 
left the advertising agency busi-| 


| 


He’s departing short-| 


ly for the U. S. Embassy in Turkey | 


for assignment . . . Vince DiRicco 
has resigned from the WDTV pub- 
|licity department to go with one 


‘of the major railroads, and he’s | 


being replaced by Clark Sutton, a 
journalism student at the U. of 
Pittsburgh .. . Girls on the WCAE 


gram and production director, 
Justin R. Duncan, former TV pro. 
gram director, will devote full 
time to public and client relations, 

George C. Collie, former AM-Ty 
merchandising manager, joins the 
radio sales staff, succeeding 
J. Millard Bishop, recalled to the 
Air Force. Douglas Fleming, for- 
mer program and merchandising 
manager for KABC here, replaces 
Collie. Paul Adams of the adver- 
tising department of the San An- 
tonio Light, joins the TV sales. 
service staff. 





St. Louis—Marine Lieut. Harry 
K. Renfro, exec asst. to the gen, 
mgr. of KXOK, on military leave, 
has inaugurated a radio program 
originating from Marine Corps Air 
station, El Toro, Cal. Program, 
featuring Marine Corps talent, is 
heard over 22 West Coast stations. 





San Antonio — Bill Shometie 





staff threw a farewell dinner for! has been appointed to the position 
Florence Sando, who. recently! of radio program and production 
| withdrew as station‘s director of; director as assistant to W. Perry 
women’s activities to go into tele-| Dickey, program manager in 
vision .. . WDTV has started tak-| charge of both radio and television 
ing “Meet the Press” every Sun-| for WOAI, AM-TV. Shomette was 
day afternoon at 4 p.m. so “Sho-| formerly here as Farm and Ranch 
Biz-Quiz,” which features the city’s} Director and was m.c. of many 
drama critics in a question-and-;| shows aimed at the rural audience 
answer half-hour, has shifted to! both on AM and TV. 

3 pm. ... Joseph A. Plutt, Jr.,| 


put it, giving an impressive kudo 
to the rival medium, “the Kefauver 
, telecasts were the greatest single 
demonstration of TV’s impact, com- 


than usual last Friday, some fac- 
tories and business houses here 
| blamed it on the televising of the 
| Kefauver committee hearing. 

Heads of the concerns believed 
that a considerable number stayed 
home to watch the hearing. 


video, but the witnesses themselves, 
who made the hearings a “specta- 
| cle.” 


. _  |Commercials Cleared 
RATenien's: Te: ANE | For Monday Nite Extra 


Indicating the tremendous | {1 ast-minute decision by the Ke- 
pull of the Kefauver commit- fauver crime committee to extend 














Pe i a 





sets) 


tee hearings on N. Y. televi- 


sion audiences, the single rat- 
ing taken so far for the hear- 


the hearings to an evening session 


the four major television networks 


Monday night (19) found three of | 


Having Hearing 


(jg) in the Naval Reserve, got his 
sailing orders. 


WDTYV technician and a lieutenant | 


| 


Boston—Roy Gill, owner of the 
Totem Pole Ballroom, has donated 
the use of his plush dancery to the 


ings is a 26.2. Special rat- 
| if ing, taken for Time magazine 
I= by the C. E. Hooper organi- 
1} zation during the 9:30 a. m. 
Ly to noon period Monday (19), 





| New England AFRA for their first 

Montgomery, W. Va.—Ted Mc’! annual dance, skedded for May 22. 
Kay, for the past two years with! Ralph Flanagan's hand has been 
WKNA, Charleston, W. Va., has|inked for the date and proceeds 


clearing station time to carry all 
or part of the two-and-a-half hour 
show. In addition, WMGM,N. Y., 
radio indie, yanked its complete 


Trouble? See 


wk 


- 


represented a 100% share of 
audience and a sets-in-use fig- 
ure of 26.2%, since it was 
the only show on the N. Y. 
video channels at the time. 

By comparison, the average 
sets-in-use for N. ¥. weekdays 
during January, according to 
Hooper, was 1.5%. 


eee ae 
— 








parable to the Harding-Cox election 


+ goverage by radio in the early 


2%. This demonstration of 
video’s hold on the populace is ex- 
pected to pay off in cash as bank- 
rollers weigh this new evidence of 
the medium’s force. 


Newspapers paid tribute to tele 
via column after column on the 
telensing. N. Y. Herald Tribune edi- 


torialized, ‘Here is the perfect com- | 


bination of information and enter- 
tainment . . . Why not take in Con- 
gress, the Legislature at Albany, 
or even our Board of Estimate and 
City Council . . . and court trials 
of broad and legitimate interest?” 
Educators echoed the praise for 
TV’s ability to teach civics, the 
facts of political and governmental 
machinery in an engrossing man- 
ner. 

The commi:tee’s chief counsel, 
Rudolph Halley, in an exclusive in- 


commercial schedule to program 


ings in N. Y. 


out Monday nights, carried none 
of the Kefauver testimony. NBC 
web, similarly SRO, fed pickups of 
the hearing to any interconnected 
station desiring to carry it. Com- 





|TV (Detroit), KSD-TV (St. Louis) 
,;and WMCT (Memphis), with the 
| sponsors of standard time charges 
for those stations. WNBT, the key 
| NBC outlet in N. Y., monitored the 


| hearings with the intention of cut-| 


iting into its regular schedule, if 


| anything of extra importance oc-| 
| curred but did not find it necessary | 


| to cut in. 
-ABC, which has had the most 
| network coverage, 


| the entire show. WJZ-TV, the key 
| N. Y. station, as well as other af- 
| filiates, picked up the hearings 
from 9:30 p.m., when the net goes 
sustaining, until the 10:30 p.m. 
conclusion. DuMont web, which 
has only spot advertisers Monday 


the session, same as it has done} 
during the entire run of the hear-| 


CBS video web, which is sold 


plete session was aired by WWJ-! 
i less 


web as a result relieving regular | 


| fe, also fed the: 
Pee coe pickup to as many inter-| 
'connected stations as desired it, | 
| with WENR-TV (Chicago) carrying | 


, evenings, cleared them all off to 


Sen. Kefauver 


The showmanship of the Sena- 
| torial committee’s probe inspired 
showmen and newspapermen alike 
to imaginative flights. One crack, 
{in connection with Frank Cos- 
tello’s desire for anonymity of 
face, fetched the crack, “the head- 
horseplayer.” The N. Y. 
Times’ Jack Gould made much of 
Costello’s “ballet of the fingers,” 
since there was no tabu on show- 
ing his nervous hands. Another 


victim, “If you’ve lost your hear- 
ing, see Kefauver and he’ll give 
you one.” 

H. I. Phillips let himself go 
| with “Underworld Talent Scouts,” 
| “Howdy Tobey” and “Kukla, Frank 
& Torso” 
lack of commercials; that “‘cigaret 
and beer people passed up spon- 
sorship, but offers have come in 
from a number of pistol, ambu- 
lance and cement box manufactur- 
ers.” When Phillips queried his 
wife on what they were having for 
lunch she replied, “I refuse to an- 
swer upon advice of counsel,” but 
under pressure admitted she was 





He was surprised at the | 





been appointed program manager 
of WMON, Montgomery, W. Va. 


| will go into coffers of AFRA’s in- 


McKay replaces Ted Nelson, who | 


| resigned to become assistant man- 
|ager with KVER, Albuquerque. 





| Cincinnati--Fred Gregg has re- 
| signed as director or promotions 
|and public relations for WKRC 
;radio and TV stations. He took 


/over the job 15 months ago after 


surance and welfare fund. 





2 Atlantic City Stations 
Sign Pacts With Unions 


Atlantic City, March 20. 
Differences between manage- 


a promotional stint for the Scripps- | ment of WFPG, ABC outlet here, 


| Howard Cincy Post. 

| Cincinnati — Jean Shepherd, 
|WSAI late-night disk jockey, 
iserved notice that he will leave 





|phia. His specialty is lengthy 
| chats about tunes, orchestras, lead- 
ers and individual musicians. 





Providence — Dody _ Sinclair, 
| production manager of WJAR 
here, leaves this week for active 
duty in the navy, with rank of 
lieutenant, j.g. 





New Orleans—William Wyatt, di- 
rector of engineering for WNOE, 
New Orleans, and KNOE, Monroe, 
La., resigned Wednesday (14) to 
join Bell Laboratories in New 
York. He will be engaged in radar 
engineering in the development of 
guided missles in his new capacity. 





| 


and announcers and engineers was 
settled with the signing of sep- 


arate contracts last Thursday (15), 


Broadwayite counseled an ear-aid | next week to join KYW, Philadel- | 


A three-day strike, during which 
the station was off the air for only 


a short time on March 6, had been 
concluded (9) pending the working 
out of the contracts. 


At the same time WBAB, CBS 
outlet, announced negotiations be- 
tween agents of two unions rep- 
resenting employees and the Press- 
Union Publishing Co., owners of 
the station, had been concluded 
with the signing of contracts. 


Announcers are represented in 
both instances by AFRA while the 
engineers are represented by the 
International Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers. Franklin George 
represented the engineers, while 


carry the session both on WABD Lester Coggeshall represented the 


announcers. j 
Employees of both stations won 


pay increases, plus a 40-hour week i 
and three weeks vacation with pay. 





cans, 


terview with George MHamilton| (N. Y.) and nine other stations. | 

Combs over WMGM, N. Y., which; N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX, which 
aired all the sessions (including , does the actual pickup from the 
the Monday night hearing), called | committee’s hearing chambers in 
fs the AM and TV coverage “the mod- N. Y., had scheduled coverage of 


‘Ice’ 
The frequent use of “ice” 


during the Kefauver proceed- 
ings recalled the original en- 


Pampa, Tex.—The latest Texas 
outlet to take to the airlanes is 
KPAT here, which has started its 
program tests. Outlet operates on 


- dina 
re + pene, 
we 


. 


= 
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Channel 7 


Wilmington, Del. 


In the Market which has highest 


income per family in the country 


Represented by 


ROBERT M 


New York L ngeles 


NBC 


TV AFFILIATE 


EEKER ASSOCIATES 
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tymology of the term. Political- 
ly inspired, it originally stood 
for “Incidental Campaign Ex- 
penses.” 








“preparing a pinball omelet with 
bookie sauce and hot rackets.” 
Kids told their teachers that cer- 
tain answers in schoolrooms might 
prove “incriminating and degrad- 
ing.” 


cotics Agent Samuel Levine who, 
like Costello, was not televised) 
and the general drama of the pro- 
ceedings made the regular who- 
dunits on AM and TV sound like 
Elsie Dinsmore programs. 

Fred Allen’s crack about a new 
| program, “Bookmaker Meets the 
| Critics”; 
| about “Abbott & Costello; mostly 
| Costello,” and the like, fast cir- 

culated as part of the topical gag- 
stering. 

Jack Carter, on his Saturday nite 
NBC-TV show, observed, “It’s been 
a confusing week for TV fans . . 
first Abbott & Costello; then Ke- 
fauver and Costello.” 

People who had planned for 





and shows of that calibre—and got 
the ducats for Monday night, the 
first after-dinner continuation of 
the hearings—grumbled because 
they would be deprived of the TV 
whodunit at home. 

Reports that “the boys” were 
making private kinescopes for ben- 
efit of “the Alcatraz circuit” were 
reported. Or, somebody cracked, 
maybe more for the purpose on 


(Continued on page 63) 





Mystery witnesses (such as Nar-| 


Eddie Cantor’s wheeze | 


months to see “Guys and Dolls,” | 


1,230 kilocycles with a power of 250 


watts. It’#owned and operated b 
J. C. Daniels. ” , 





Houston—Bill Newkirk has re- 





=—aes | turned to the staff of KATL here 


{and will do a nightly sportscast 
for 15 minutes prior to the nightly 
‘baseball games of the Houston 
_team of the Texas league. Bob 
|Hart will announce the play-by- 
| play 
| 


| 





Dallas—Charles F. Payne has 
| been appointed commercial mana- 
'ger of KIXL and KIXL-FM, and 
|Martin Gudenberg has been named 
director of music for the outlets. 
Payne has been with KIXL since 
\it began operations in 1947 and 
| has been program director. Olin 
Terry has been named assistant to 
_Gudenberg. 





Dallas—Jimmie Heap and the 
Melody Masters have replaced Bob 
oo a the 
| here. iring originates from 
WFAA here, WOAI, San Antonio 
/and KPRC, Eouston. Red River 
| Dave is featured from San An- 


‘|tonio and Curley Fox and Texas‘ 


a from Houston. 
| San Antonio—WOAI and WOAI- 
| TV have announced several 
|changes. Jerry Lee, former 
| WOAI program and_ production 
| Manager, will head TV sales, suc- 
ceeding Jack Keasler, who re- 
signed as AM and TV sales chief 
- join Conroy advertising agency 
ere. 

Perry Dickey, former TV pro- 
duction manager, has been pro- 
moted to program manager in 
charge of both radio and TV. 
WOAI-TV sports director, Ed 
Hyman, has been named TV pro- 





“Texas Roundup” | 


' 











If you live by your voice— 
KEEP IT CLEAR! 


When you're in the spotlight and must 
go on—stop that tickling, racking 
cough or buskiness with Liqwid Cen- 
ters. Just try this handy type treat- 
ment—the one and only medicated 
candy shell filled with real liquid cough 
medicine that bathes and soothes your 
throat. You'll be delighted! Ask your 
retailer, today. Made by The Iodent Co. 


Don't be a Cougher—use 


LIQWID CENTE 


COUGH DROPS 


FOR QUICK 
DOUBLE ACTION 
RELIEF! 





| \ a \& 


SO HANDY FOR POCKET OR PURSE! 
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BALLROOMS WAR ON BAND PRICE 


Army Clubs Use Gaming Gimmicks 


ToGet Band Coim; Dent Govt. Edict ST. (QQ CONCLAVE 


Chicago, March 20. 
U. S. Army troops, whose major | 


homefront battle is currently being | Duchess Nails Down 


waged over its ertertainment, 
Jaunched a counter - offensive 
against Congress and the Johnson 
Bill last week that may permanent- 
lv dent the structure of the govern- 


| 





UNEVEN BIZ GUES 








Prompted by months of poor | 
—— more than 300 ballroom | 
‘ and location operators will meet in | 

Hot Somebody to Love | St. Louis sometime in May to dis- 

e 2 ,, cuss what’s to be done about “ex- 
“Gotta Find Somebody to Love,” | cessive” prices demanded by book- | 
written in 1907 and recently dusted ers and agencies for name bands. 





ment’s gambling-machine edict. _| off by its composer, Elmo Russ, was | If they don’t make a slice to more 
Apparently unperturbed by last boomed into a hot property last! reasonable levels, promoters say, | 


January’s legislation, the 


have hit back by installing punch- | 
boards in its officer and non-com- | 8uarantees. 


troops | Week, with several publishers bid-| then “we'll turn to non-name musi- 


ding for it with substantial coin | cal combos.” 
Duchess Music, the} That the St. Louis conclave is in | 


missioned officer clubs, then have | Leeds BMI subsid, finally nailed the offing was disclosed last week | 


topped it off by staging semi-week- | 
ly bingo parties, that together may | of $1,500. 


rack up more bounty than came in 
the very heyday of the gambling 
boxes. 

First starters were the group of 
air bases near San Antonio, which 
last week inked Woody Herman 
and Jimmy Dorsey. Boti bands go 
in for eight days—Dorsey April 10 
and Herman May 2. Each band 
gets $6,000 for its services, a slight- 
ly higher figure than was doled out 
at the height of the one-armed 
bandit era. 

Those army clubs which have not 
as yet seen the light on the San 
Antonio system have jacked up its 
membership fees, cut wages of its 
help, upped its food prices, and in 
the end have eked out enough ex- 
cess coin to purchase territorial 
bands in the $1,000 and $2,000 
bracket: Leo Pieper orch is cur- 
rently wending through the Omaha 
air base area, where he’ll stay for 
two weeks at $1,500-per. He then 
moves over to Rapid City, S. D., 
air base for another two-weeks at 
the same money. 

ough the army rank is not 
getting marquee names at this 
price, it’s nevertheless getting the 
the benefit of good danceable ag- 
gregations at one-fifth the outlay; 
and until the clubs start riding 
the punchboard and bingo band- 
wagon it provides a definite boon 
for agencies like McConkey, and 
others whose rosters are devoid of 
big names. Phil Levant, Mc- 
Conkey chief booker, informs that 
he’s currently working on camp 
deals for Ray Pearl, Don Ragon 
and Will Back, in’ addition to 
Pieper, 


T. Dorsey Booked 
Solidly Into Nov. 


Tommy Dorsey, who launched a 
cross-country tour with his orch 
at the outset of this year after 
exiting Music Corp. of America, 
is currently booked solid for one- 
niter and location dates until next 
November. Operating through his 
own booking’ office, Tomdor 
agency, Dorsey is now operating 
on the most active year-round basis 
Siice entering the band biz in the 
early 1930's in addition to handling 
his waxing assignments for Decca 
Records. ~ 





Currently swinging through the | 


northwest on one-niters, Dorsey 
heads into the Shamrock hotel, 
Houston, at the end of May for 
a two-week stand. Dorsey will have 
tLe sole name band booking at 
this spot this year. Dorsey is also 
planning to reactivate his own ball- 
room in Santa -Monica, Cal., this 
Spring after it has been shuttered 
for several years. 

_Starting this week, Ronnie Deau- 
Ville joins Dorsey’s crew as vocal- 
ist. Formerly with the Ray Anthony 
band, Deauville fills the spot va- 
cated by Johnny Amoroso, who's 
being inducted into the Army. 





King’s Wolverines 
Inked by Columbia 
Expanding its blues and rhythm 
Operation, Columbia Records has 
inked a new band, Maurice King’s 
V.olverines, in Chicago. Crew has 

cut four sides initially. 
Deal was made by Danny Kess- 
ler, recently appointed manager of 


it with a reported down payment by Bill Levine, operator of the} 
are | Rustic Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, | 
Number initially was cut on a\N. J. After taking over the spot. 

| small indie label, Pyramid Records, ' a little over a year ago, he used 
| and was given a disk jockey push local outfits and switched to name | 
‘on the basis of a yarn that the) bands late last summer. With few | 
| vocalist, Marilyn Ames, was miss-' exceptions, the op emphasized, this | 
jing. The “missing” report stemmed | new policy has proved a financial | 
|from the fact that she had merely | washout due to “exorbitant” sala- | 
_moved from her previous New York | ries and guarantees insisted upon 
apartment. Coral Records, mean-| by the top music crews. | 
| time, has been dickering to buy out; With one of these gilt-edged out- | 





























'the Pyramid master. | fits, Levine said, “I recently drew | 
| 10 people on a weekday night. But | 
| the next night business was a 100¢o | 
| better—we had 20 customers.” He 

reatens | conceded that trade is fairly good 
| Over the weekend. However, too} 
| often this fails to offset the dip) 

© through the week. ; 

To Quit Nevada Blame for the lack of payees 

| was placed squarely upon the lack 

|of showmen among contemporary 

° e | high-priced bands as well as the 

rotest practice of the recording companies 

_to create “artificial stars’ — 

Les V Sheets 20 | tremendous promotional cam- 

as Vegas, Marc . aigns. “Years ago the public 

eo eg gy the bee Peeve: ale the bands,” oe spieaed, 
in Carson City, to prohibi “but today it’s the disk firms.” 

| from collecting royalties in Nevada, “Record outfits push orchestras 

endangers entertainment in local | down the public’s throat,” Levine 
| resort hotels. Senate judiciary | charged, “and when the band 
committee heard ASCAP_ reps , comes around to my place the peo- 

{Harry Levinson and Samuel Roe- | ple won't go for it. Why won’t the 

der threaten to pull out of the state | public come? [I'll tell you. It’s 
if the bill is passed. (Continued on page 42) 

Situation came about from long- 
simmering dispute between Las | 
Vegas and Reno, with two local ho- | e 
tel toppers, Marion Hicks and H. E. | in mes 
Hazard, testifying that ASCAP | 9 
charged $3,600 a year in the Las 
Vegas area, discriminating in rates e e e 
between the southern and northern evie in y 

| Nevada cities. Both indicated that 

ASCAP was charging too a ‘ 

George Vargas, Reno attorney ' 
repping ASCAP; Levinson and Antitrust Raps 
Roeder denied the ee = , 
tending that ASCAP  collecte e . 
$22,141 in Nevada for 1950, adding Philadelphia, March 20. 
that the $3,600 royalties brought! _ Although winning the right to 
forth by the Las Vegans were max- | fix prices on disks on an individual 
imum from collections eked out of Company, “> four Pg disk 
hotels spending more than $300,000 | distribs in Philly an the Phila. 

(Continued on page 46) | tailers, organized into the ila- 
| delphia Record Dealers Assn., were 
| fined $16,500 in Federal court as 

a result of a price-fixing suit 

RCA HUDDLING ON ‘brought by the Government. The 
' defendants, including distribs of 

JOSY BAKER DISKS Decca. RCA Victor, Columbia and 

Manie Sacks, RCA artists rela Fe ae anosgg eo ? a = 

a acks, -|plea after e Department o 
tions vice-prexy, is currently hud- | Justice issued a statement saying 
dling with Ned Schuyler on a jt was not opposed to fair trading 


Revolt Brews in Local 802 Rank 
Vs. Petrillo’s 3-Year Radio-TV Deal 
s, Fetrillo s 3-Year Nadio-1¥ Ve 
* A revolt in the New York ranks 
| of the American Federation of Mu- 
| Sicians against the national leader- 
e t 
|; AFM prexy James C. Petrillo’s 
H&R on Copy right agreement on a three-year pact 
Mills Music has become involved | with the four major radio and 
Range Music Co. over a number,! against the settlement, which 
“Evenin’,” which is currently get-| granted a 15% increase to broad- 
ting several wax treatments. Dis-| cast tooters, have been voiced by 
itol Records cut of the number | the leadership especially stunned 
with Kay Starr, with the label giv- | by Petrillo’s setting the pact terms 
ing credit to Aaron “T-Bone” Wal-| completely without their knowl- 
lishers. Although the AFM setup bars 
Mills claims that it published the | the ranks from upsetting the pact, 
identical song back in 1934 with a meeting of broadcast musicians 
chell Parish for words and music. | to bring the case of the ranks be- 
Mills has already notified all disk- | fore the public. Ths rank-and-file 
eries to withhold royalty payments radio committee contended that the 
is ironed out. Mills had a similar | steadily deteriorating employment 
wrangle with Acuff-Rose a couple ; situation for tocters and could not 
of years ago when the latter pub-| reverse the trend which put 600 
Case was settled out of court. | of $5,000,000, out of work in 1949. 
| The biggest squawk was directed 
against Petrillo’s alleged failure to 
] 4 (in) Profit i scribed cues in place of live musi- 
+ 9 j ;clans on dramatic shows. One 
, union leader said the pact was okay 
In s | for Decca ployed in the N. Y. network. out- 
9 lets, but they only represented 
about one-quarter of 1% of the 
15% wage hike but the opening-u 
Net profit for 1950 of Decca of job opportunities. P 
Records jumped to $1,004,000, aft-| Although the ranks expressed 
24° over the $803,800 take for the} Petrillo won his key objective— 
previous year. Diskery’s net sales | the payment by the networks on all 
in the same period, however, went | television films of 5% of the gross 
| 1949 volume of $19,821,000 to $21,-| formance Trust Fund. Petrillo as- 
| 408.600. | serted it was practically impossible 
| In a proxy statement for the to stop the mechanization of music 
|meeting in New York, April 10,/cern, as a result, has been the 
board of directors listed a $20,500 | setting-up of a fund collected from 
increase in salary for prexy Milton 
pay up to $85,000. Vice-prexy Dave 
Kapp was boosted $12,000 to a 
$52,000 salary while Leonard W. 
manager, received an $8,800 hike. 
including a $6,000 bonus, for a 
total of $33,800. All directors and 
750 in salaries last year for a gross 
hike of $40,240, including $15,250 
in bonuses and profit-sharing. 
of directors standing for reelec- 
tion includes Major G. L. Lloyd. 
chairman of the board of Home 
the investment banking firm 
Laurence M. Marks, and Samuel 
(Continued on page 46) 


Mills Stacks Up Vs, iship is brewing in the wake of 
in a copyright wrangle with Hill & | video networks last week. Protests 
pute was stirred by the recent Cap- | all levels of N. Y. Local 802, with 
ker, with Hill & Range as the pub- | edge’ 
credits to Harry White and Mit-|in N. Y. Monday night (19) moved 
to the other pub until the situation | new pact did nothing to correct the 
lished “Lovesick Blues” as its own. | musicians, with an annual income 
‘halt the increased use of tran- 
for the 235 staff musicians em- 
9 |membership. The key issue, as far 
Up 24% Over 49 sri tei a te at et 
er taxes, representing a gain Of| dissatisfaction at the agreement, 
up only 8%, climbing from the | program revenue .o the Music Per- 
| company’s annual _ stockholders’, on the networks. His chief con- 
R. Rackmil last year, bringing his 
Schneider, veepee and_ general 
officers as a group received $250,- 
Besides Rackmil and Kapp, board 
Devices Corp.; Harold I. Thorp, of 
ACTOR’S $1,000 PRIZE 











ler. a ne 'tailers. 
Songstress, meantime, is insur- | 


lish-language songs. 





cotting dealers who deviated from 
the fixed minimums. The seven 
dealers fined were all officers or 
directors of the Record Dealers. 


Juke Operators Press 


i charged that the group “eliminat- 
(Continued on page 44) 


Cantor Now an ASCAPer 


Eddie Cantor is now a member 


Kansas City, March 20. 
The lowly nickel has slipped an- 
other notch here, as jukebox 
operators last week began demand- 
ing a dime for a rendition of a 
popular ditty. Several operators 
began changing over their ma- 





The wholesalers and setellera| 
several audition disks with Eng- of fixing prices on records and try-| actor and musician, got $1.000 and 
ing to stifle competition by boy- future royalties for writing it. 
| Dodd's song, 


chines, and majority are expected 
to follow suit. A few box opera- 
tors are trying to hold the line at 
a nickel a plug, but. the ranks are 
thinning, according to a roundup 
by the Kansas City Star. 

A few variations on the dime-a- 
play theme are cropping up, such 
as three for a quarter and six for 
a half, but the bulk of prices will 
be getting a dime straight. Rea- 
son for the hike was given as ris- 
ing costs, principally for main- 





Col'’s b&r merchandising division. 


tenance men. 


of the American Society of Com- 
posers Authors & Publishers. 
Comedian has to his credit several) 
songs, written in collaboration with 
‘such cleffers as Benny Davis, Harry 
'Akst, Harry Ruby, Charlie Tobias 
‘and others. 

| Henry Tobias, writer on Cantor’s 
| video show and piano accompanist 





/on his one-man shows, uncovered. Sunday newspapers published the | 
| words and music in special supple- | 
And the song will soon be: 


'Cantor’s past cleffing activities and 
prompted him to apply for ASCAP 
membership under auspices of the 

‘ Tobias brothers. 


Baker, who is managed by Sehuy~ vgs cut request fromthe re. | FOR ‘WASHINGTON’ TUNE 


Washington, March 20. 
Washingtonians got their own 


entitled ‘“Washing- 
ton.” was chosen from over 3,600 
entries submitted in a contest spon- 


. . | William &. Maher, special assist-| rch: neg Seti tossed 
. r, ~| Washington distributor. “| 
F or Dime Play S$ in KC. ant to the Attorney General, had | simon. Four other contestants re-| 


, ceived television sets as prizes. 

The Capital is going all-out in 
popularizing the tune. A procla- 
‘mation was issued yesterday (Mon.) 
iby the District of Columbia Com- 
missioners urging Washingtonians 
to adopt the song. Last night the 
National Symphony Orchestra play- 
ed a special orchestral arrange- 
ment of the song made by Charles 
Cliff. its saxophonist. 

A recording of “Washington” has 
already been made by Sam Jack 
| Kaufman and the Capitol theatre 
,orchestra. Radio and TV_ disk 
jockeys are putting it on the air. 








, Ments. 
published and put on sale at music 
stores. 


, mechanical music performances, 
'such as TV pix soundtracks and 
| disks. 

| The vidpix agreement has been 
'set in principle, with future nego- 
_ tiations to settle payments on both 
‘sponsored and sustaining programs, 


Gibbs, Long Orch 
Inked By Mercury 


In a series of talent switches 
jlast week, Mercury’ Records 
| snagged two top wax names from 
| Other diskeries. Supplementing 
| its roster of femme vocalists, Mere 
| inked Georgia Gibbs to a three- 
| year pact starting next month. 
| Miss Gibbs, one of the top sellers 


‘for Coral Records during the past 
‘two years, exited the latter disk- 
ery after a tiff with the repertory 
department over the kind of ma- 
terial asssigned to her. 


Merce also inked Johnny Long’s 
orch to a three-year deal starting 
in June. Long has been cutting 
under the King Record banner for 
several years as the indie’s lead- 
ing pop artist and came up with a 
big hit in “Let’s Build a Bunga- 
low” a couple of years ago. Mere 
also signed the George Siravo 
orch, which has been working 
freelance for several diskeries, in- 
cluding backgrounding chores for 
Doris Day on Columbia. 














Baron Elliott Audition 


Disk Snares Decca Deal 


Baron Elliott, musical director of 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, has beer inked 
to a two-year pact by Decca and 
will cut eight sides a year with 
his station orch. 

Elliott was inked as a result of 
an audition disk he made of 
“Shenandoah Waltz.” which Decca 
| picked up for regular release. 

ZL ny ? 
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Hugo Winterhalter Orch & 
Chorus: “Alice In Wonderland”- 
“rll Never Know Why” (Victor). 
Victor is teeing off its sides from 
the new Walt Disney film score 
with Hugo Winterhalter’s resonant 
and flowing cut of the title number. 
A standout job with strings and 
chorus blending into a rich sound 
pattern. On the reverse, Winter- 
halter turns in another supertative 
rendition of a fine new ballad, 
Stuart Foster vocalling. Also from 
the Disney pic on the same label, 
Mindy Carson scores on two clever- 
material items, “I’m Late” and 
“Twas Brillig,” while Fran Alli- 
son has a possible click in the 


charming “All In the Golden 
Afternoon,” Wayne King orch 
backing. 


Percy Faith Orch: “No One But 
You”-“Goodbye, John” (Columbia). 
Topside, a potential hit, is a class 
ballad by Faith and Carl Sigman, 
who also collaborated on the cur- 
rent hit, “My Heart Cries For 
You.” Side is handsomely con- 
ceived with Johnny Thompson 
doing an ace vocal. Reverse is also 
handled with a _ tasteful choral 
arrangement. 

Nat “King” Cole: “Too Young”- 
“That’s My Girl” (Capitol). Cole’s 
cut of “Too Young” should cinch 
the chances of this worthwhile new 
ballad entry which has been garn- 
ering plenty of wax on other 
labels. This, however, is the best 
and most sensitive interpretation. 
Toni Arden’s slice for Columbia is 
marred by too much vibrato. On 
the Capitol flip, Cole punches 
across a fair rhythm item. 


Florian ZaBach: “The Hot Ca- 
nary” -“Jalousie” (Decca). “Ca- 
nary,” a clever instrumental, has 
been around for some time but 
only recently has begun to stir 
much attention. ZaBach makes it 
a spritely side with his tricky 
violinistics. On the reverse, he 
turns in a concert-styled cut of the 
standard, Al Rickey orch backing 
up. 

Marian Maye: “Gotta Find 
Somebody To Love”-““My Love For 
You” (Pyramid). “Gotta Find 
Somebody” has come out of left 
field to stir up considerable ex- 
citement. It’s a folk-style tune on 
an upbeat waltz tempo with a 
catchingly simple lyric. Miss de- 
livers it brightly, dueting with 
herself with Joe Reisman’s orch 
a up solidly. Flip is an okay 

allad. 


» 

Monica Lewis: “You Are The 
One”-“Lucky, People” (M-G-M). 
Monica Lewis makes a strong bid 
with “One,” a converted French 
tune in a bolero tempo. Miss Lewis 
puts it across: in topflight com- 
mercial style. Margaret Whiting 
also has a likely cut of “One” for 
Capitol. On the M-G-M flip, Miss 
Lewis punches across a_ cute 
rhythm number, Joe Lipman orch 
accompihg. 

Jo Stafford-Nelson Eddy: “With 
These Hands”-“Till We Meet 
Again” (Columbia). Miss Stafford 
and Eddy, teaming up for the first 
time, do a strong selling job on 
another fine ballad, “With These 
Hands,” which deserves plenty of 
spins. Duet is handled with taste- 
ful simplicity with excellent sup- 
port by Paul Weston’s orch. Flip 
is a fine cut of the standard. 

Don Cherry: “Don’t Leave Me 
Now’”-“Don't Cry” (Decca). “Don’t 
Leave Me Now,” recently launched 
by Fran Warren for Victor, _ 
an important push from this Don 
Cherry slice. It’s a big side with 
Cherry’s strong vocal framed by 
orch and chorus under Dave 
Terry’s baton. Reverse is another 
good cut of an Edith Piaf tune. 

Sammy Kaye Orch: “Pretty 
Little Bells”-“I Love You Because” 
(Columbia). Kaye’s crew has a 
possible followup to the hit of a 
couple of years ago, “I’ve Got 
Spurs That Jingle Jangle Jingle,” 
which “Bells” is patterned atter. 
It’s a bright tuneful item that 
could catch on via the Tony Alamo 
vocal. Reverse is good Ozark- 
flavored tune, the Kaydets vocal- 
ling. | 

Three Suns: “The March of the 
Cards”-“The Syncopated Clock” 
(Victor). Three Suns do another 
one of their s instrumen- 
tals on “Cards,” from Walt Dis- 
ney’s “Alice in Wonderland.” 
Slated for lots of jock and juke 
spins. On the reverse, they do a 
neat job on a tune that has broken 
wide open on the Decca label with 
the composer Leroy Anderson con- 
ducting. 


Album Reviews 


Doris Day: “Lullaby of Broad- 
way” (Columbia). Following up 
her recent set of tunes from “Tea 
for Two,” Doris Day comes through 
with another snappy set of stand- 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By HERM SCHOENFELD. 








ards from her new Warner film 
after which this set is titled. Miss 
Day’s versatility with ballads and 
rhythm numbers is showcased in 
her sock vocalling of such change- 
of-pace numbers as “Fine and 
Dandy,” “Somebody Loves Me,” 
Please Don’t Talk About Me When 
I’m Gone,” among the oldies and 
her job om the new tune, “I Love 
the Way You Say Goodnight.” 
Norman Luboff choir, the Buddy 
Cele quartet and Frank Comstock 
orch back up solidly. 


Platter Pointers 


Ella Fitzgerald comes through 
with another sock performance in 
her new Decca long-play set of 
“Ella Sings Gershwin” . . . Also on 
long-play disks, Bill Clifton and 
Jose Melis turn in more polished 
sides for Columbia’s “Piano 
Moods” series . . . British songstress 
Anne Shelton delivers strongly on 

The Loveliest Night of the Year” 
for London . . . Bing Crosby hits 
nicely on “More I Cannot Wish 
You,” from the “Guys and Dolls” 
score (Decca) . . . Jimmy Dorsey 
orch turns in a fine side in “Just for 
Tonight,” Pat O’Connor and Ken- 
ny Martin vocalling (Columbia)... 
Johnny Desmond and Patsy Lee 
team nicely on “Chapel of the 
Roses” (M-G-M) ... The Castillians, 
an instrumental combo, bounce out 
the “Valentino Tango” with a po- 
tent beat (Decca) ... In a Latin 
tempo, Edmondos Ros orch sambas 
neatly on “Co-Co Cocoanut” (Lon- 
don) .. .Another unusal vocal by 
the Billy Williams quartet on “I 
Won’t Cry Anymore” (M-G-M)... 
Peggy Lee socks across “The Can- 
nonball Express” on Capitol’s label 
see Johnny Long orch has a fair side 
in “Nothin’ Else Will Do” (King) 
emia Harry Babbitt and Martha Til- 
ton again duet neatly on “Where 
the Red Roses Grow” (Coral)... 
Mary Mayo for —— and Kay 
Brown for Mercury have good cuts 
of “My Love and My Mule,” from 
the Metro pic, “Mr. Imperium”. . . 
Johnny Parker’s “My Love Sere- 
nade” rates spins (Capitol). 

Standout folk, western, jazz, re- 
ligious, polka, etc.: Hank Snow, 
“Down the Trail of Broken Hearts” 
(Victor) ... Lucky Millinder Orch, 
“Georgia Rose” (King) .. . Eddie 
Dean, “Please Don't Cry” (Capi- 
tol) ... Ivory Joe Hunter, “She’s 
Gone Blues” (King) . . . Red Foley, 
“Milky White Way” (Decca)... 
Stuart Hamblen, “King of All 
Kings” (Columbia) . . . Sharkey 
and Dixieland Kings, “Sharkey 
Strut” (Capitol) . .. Wynonie Har- 
ris, “Tremblin’ ” (King). 





Simon House Picks Wigler 

Sam Wigler has been named 
professional manager of the Simon 
House music pubbery, stepping in- 
to the spot which has been vacant 
since Jerry Johnson exited the firm 
about six months ago. 

Wigler was formerly with Jewel 
Music, 
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Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending Mar. 10) 

London, March 13, 
Tennessee Waltz. ..Cinephonic 
Petite Waltz .......... Leeds 
My Heart Cries for You. Morris 
September Song ....Sterling 
Roving Kind ...... .... Leeds 
Canoe Up the River....Leeds 
I'll Always Love You. Victoria 


ae nr Lennox 
Beloved Be Faithful. . Pickwick 
Ferry Boat Inn...... Connelly 
All My Love......... Maurice 
| New World 
Second 12 
God Bless You.......... Unit 
Nevertheless ....... Chappell 
In English Garden...... Sun 
Tipperary Samba....... Reine 
Autumn Leaves...... Maurice 
SOMOFA ......0¢ teow eaean Dash 
Be My Love........F.D. & H. 
Teasin’ ...... eeee.. Pickwick 


Sleigh Ride....... SC 
My Imagination ....Connelly 
Red Stockings........ John-F. 
2 Rey Leeds 


Complete Operas 
For RCA Release 


Riding with the upsurge of 
market activity in operatic works, 
RCA Victor will release a flock 
of full-length works next fall, in- 
cluding two newly pressed operas 
and several reissues from its old 
78 catalog. New releases will in- | 
clude a recording of a broadcast 
performance of “Traviata,” made 
by Arturo Toscanini over NBC in 
1946 with Licia Albanese, Robert 
Merrill and Jan Peerce. Other 
opera is a studio-cut version of 
“Carmen” with Rise Stevens, Jussi 
Bjoerling, the Robert Shaw 
Chorale and an orch led by Fritz 
Reiner. 


Reissues from the company’s old 
catalog, which are being issued 
under the  Victor’s Collectors’ 
label in both 33 rpm and 45 rpm 
speeds, will include the Glynde- 
bourne company’s recordings of 
“Don. Giovanni” and “The 
Marriage of Figaro” plus full- 
length versions of “The Magic 
Flute” and “Faust” by the Berlin 
and Royal Philharmonic orchs. In 
addition, Victor is scheduling the 
first release in the U. S. of 
Debussy’s “Pelleas and Melisande” 
plus albums of operatic highlights 
with its top longhair artists. 


Disclosure by Victor of its fall 
plans marks ? policy departure for 
the company which formerly did 
not reveal its plans so far in 
advance. New policy has been de- 
signed to help retail outlets in 
their inventory planning. 

















Five De Marco Sisters, vocal 
group, have been inked to an ex- 
clusive pact by Capitol Records. 


‘lem here. Cole and his unit played 





Federal Court Action Virtually Certain 


In ASCAP-Indie Video Deadlock 
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ASCAP Sues 2 N.Y. 
Eateries on Royalties 


American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers filed suit 
in New York Federal Court this 
week against two metropolitan 
eateries, the Dogwood Room and 
the Burma Bar, for default in pay- 
ments under their license agree- 
ments. 

ASCAP cancelled its pacts with 
both establishments last November 
after they failed to shell out the 
license fees. 


King Cole Cancels Dates 
To Fight Seizure By 


Govt. of Home for Taxes 
Philadelphia, March 20. 

Nat “Kige:”’ Cole cancelled more 
than a month of engagements in 
the east to plane back to the Coast 
over the weekend to contest the 
Government’s seizure of his $85,000 
Hollywood home and $4,000 Cadil- 
for back taxes allegedly due; 

The Bureau of Internal Revenue 
slapped a lien on Cole’s property 
early last week, while the musi- 
cian was playing at the Club Har- 





out the week, but the leader left 
for California on the first plane 
Sunday morning. Cole said the 


tax discrepancy was entirely a legal 
matter and he intended to fight it 
out, but that he had to be on the 
scene to do so. 


The abrupt return to the Coast 
forced Carlos Gastel, Cole’s man- 
ager, to hurriedly revise the pian- 
ist’s schedules. Cole was slated to 
open a two-week engagement in 
Toronto last night (Mon.). 

Cole said his tax dispute with the 
Government extended back to 1946. 
The bandsman said his musicians 
would be paid during the tempo- 
rary layoff. 


Ormandy as Disk Jock 


Philadelphia, March 20. 

Eugene Ormandy, conductor and 
music director of the Philadelphia 
Orchestra, will turn disk jockey 
with a one-hour (Sun.-3 p.m.) seg- 
ment of longhair music over 
WDAS. 

Bunting Glider Co. is sponsoring 
the show, which starts a 13-week 
run April 8. No agency figured 
in the deal, which was worked up 
by Max Leon, music-minded candy 


manufacturer who recently pur- 
chased WDAS. 








VARIETY 


sroseereeerer 1() Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


Perry Como ... 


— IF (8) Die cbetenerdeeedabadhscdamebeadeness 


2. MY HEART CRIES FOR YOU (12) (Massey)........00000.. 


3. BE MY LOVE (9) (Miller). 


see eee ees et-eeeeeeeeeeeeee ese eee 


4. TENNESSEE WALTZ (16) GRO 4.0 0+ 5 006000000006000066 
5. ABA DABA HONEYMOON (4) (Feist).....ccccscccsesesses 


6. WOULD I LOVE YOU (4) 
‘1. MOCKIN’ BIRD HILL (1) 


GND. ve coccceceeensesonsees 
Gem). . oc ccccccccecceoccocecs 


8. SPARROW IN THE TREETOP (1) (Santly-J)... see. eeoesoees 
9. YOU’RE JUST IN LOVE (7) (Berlin) oeeeese eeeoesesecsereces 


10. 


THE ROVING KIND (10) (Hollis)... cccccccccccccccvccsvccceees 


PENNY A KISS (3) (Shapiro-B)............ cee eee eecevencs 


Second Group 


So LONG (7) (Folk-W) oer eeee ereeveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeereseeesesestes 


I APOLOGIZE (Crawford).... 


BEAUTIFUL BROWN EYES (American)... cccccccccccesesaceces 


LET ME IN (Oxford)....... *s 


‘ 
eer ween eee eeveceeaese ee eee eceeeeees 


I TAUT I TAW A PUDDY TAT (Remick). eeeoeeseeeseseesesteeees 


SHOTGUN BOOGIE (Century). 


A BUSHEL AND A PECK (8) (Morris). ..cccscccasccccccccsccces 


IF YOU'VE GOT THE MONEY (Peer).. 
BRING BACK THE THRILL (Maypole)... cccvscccsccsacccseces 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 





RPRERPAAEREPADAA APE EREFPEPEEAAEPED EEDA PPPPPEPPPP OPPS PESOS ESOP E REPO PLETED 


: 


NEVERTHELESS (15) (Chappell)... ...cccccvecvevcervesesessees Mills Bros 


Billy Eckstine .......... '_MGM 
Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 


Vic Damone ...........Mercury 
Mario Lanza ............Victor 
Patti Page ...... ..... Mereuiy 
D. Reynolds-C. Carpenter MGM 
Dl rrr rs Mercury 
Les Paul-Mary Ford..... Capitol 
. 2. reer re Mercury 


Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 
Perry Como-Fontane Sis. . Victor 
Tony Martin-Dinah Shore .Victor 


{ Guy Mitchell-M. Miller Columbia 


UL WeAUETS cocccccccccceces Decca 
Weavers-Gord. Jerkins ...Decca 
Billy Eckstine ........... MGM 
Rosemary Clooney ...Columbia 
Bobby Wayne ..........London 
Mel Blanc ......++++..-Capitol- 
Tennessee Ernie ........Capitol 


Rosemary Clooney ....Columbia . 


Mag Whiting-Jim Wakely Capitol 


Week of March 17 





e 


Betty Hutton-Perry Como Victor 


Jo Stafford .......-..Columbia 
Eddie Fisher ..se.s-.... Victor 


Paul Weston ..+eee+--Columbia 
. Decca 





Federal court action to break 
the deadlock between the American 
Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers and indie video stations 
over a licensing agreement ap- 
peared virtually certain this week 
as the TV industry committee re- 
tained Simon H. Rifkind, former 
Federal judge, to handle the case. 
Under the Government antitrust 
decree, ASCAP can gu to court to 
settle dispute involving perform- 
ance fees if direct negotiations fail 
to produce results. 

Indications that negotiations be- 
tween the indie TV stations and 
ASCAP had run into a dead end 
was seen in the industry commit-? 
tee’s characterization of ASCAP’: 
per program contract forms as 
“summonses for a court action.” It 


was another way of saying that fur- 


fher bargaining sessions are use- 
less unless ASCAP makes sweeping 
concessions. 

Based on a sliding scale pegged 
to the station’s revenue, ASCAP’s 
per program schedule proposed an 
812% cqmmercial rate and 2% -sus- 
taining rate for outlets with annual 
local gross receipts under $150,000; 
9% and 214% rates for stations with 
annual revenues between $150,000 
and $300,000; and 912% and 242% 
rates for stations with gross takes 
of over $300,000. 

Stuart Sprague, television indus- 
try committee’s counsel, said that 
ASCAP’s proposed rates were “not 
only extravagant, exorbitant and 
unreasonable but in violation of 
the restrictions the Gevernment 
has placed on ASCAP.” He said 
the commercial rate represents an 
increase of at least 100% over the 
AM broadcasting rate with a 300% 
rise for stations doing a big pack- 
age program business. The sus- 


taining rate, he contended; repre- 


sents about a 300% boost. Sprague 
said: “In my opinion, the an- 
nounced rate is presented purely 


as a groundwork for court actiog.?\, 


Publishers and writers, mean- 
time, have been expressing con- 
cern over the failure of ASCAP to 
collect any substantial fees from 
indie video outlets. The Society 
currently has blanket agreements 
with the video networks, and only 
a handful of indies with the great 
majority of the 107 TV stations 
currently being involved in the rate 
dispute. With TV performance 
fees currently the largest source of 
ASCAP revenue next to radio and 
having an even larger potential, 
pub and writer ASCAP members 
fear a long delay in the collections 
if the dispute is dragged out in 
court. 


TV Promotes Hit 





For ‘Sync Clock’ 


Hit-making ~ potential of tele- 
vision has been spotlighted in the 
current breakthroug of Leroy An- 


derson’s instrumental, “The Synco«:. 


pated- Clock,” following its adop- 
tion as a theme on the CBS “The 
Late Show” late last month. In the 
past two weeks the number has 
become a-hot copy and disk-seller 
with all of the major diskeries 
rushing to cover it following click 


| of the Decca platter with Ander- 


son cénducting. 


Number was originally issued 
several months ago as part of an 
Anderson album but began to perk 
excitement after the CBS video 
show began using it as a theme. 
Coincidentally, Leonard Wolf, Dec- 
ca eastern promotion rep, selected 
the sidé for disk jockey spins with 
a resulting mushrooming of the 
plugs. It’s currently been made the. 
No. 1 plug at Mills Music, which 
is also releasing a lyric version au- 
thored by Mitchell Parish. 

Decca is issuing the lyric version 
with the Fred ‘Waring orch, with 


M-G-M using’ the David Rose orck . 


for an instrument~! cut. Victor has © 
also covered the tune with the 
Three Suns and is now pushing 
the Boston “Pops” Orchestra ver- 
sion which was released early last 
year. Mercury has cut the lyric 
with Tony Fontaine with Columbia 


lto wax it either with Sammy Kaye 


or Percy Faith. 


Stage Craft Musie Corp. char- 
tered as music publisher in New 
York. Capital stock is 100 shares, 
no par value 
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‘RH’ Logging System 


sf : “ r Week of March 9-15 
i m1 y P sh aM. ine? wit ae preg oo cae | Richard Himber’s log of broadcast performances, compiled on basis 
S y et y ali Ih Ul ing of Lucille Norman and Dennis of varying point ratings for plugs on commercial and sustaining pro. 
Morgan under new pacts with Cap-| grams logged in each of the 3 major ee few York, Chicago and 
Chicago, March 20. | examination of the national TVA | jtol. They are starred in the film.| Los Angeles. Both groups of song¢ are alphabetically listed. 
Intervention of American Feder- | code and the American 4 expen | Tunes 0 be wane mgd First Group 
ation of Musicians into negotiations | of Radio Artists pacts which ‘title number and “‘Jalousie, 
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-\— Chias Longtime Sounding Board 





Pair Morgan, Norman 


Hollywood, March 20. 
_ Album of tunes from the Warner 











Songs Publishers 
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for a contract covering local tele-/ Only a few months ago Petrillo) Through the Tulips” and “One Always You .........cc.cccseeee eee ce eee eeeeees +e eeeeeee. Dreyer-M 
vision performers follows the. long- | dropped another Chi psec | Alone.” |A Penny a Kiss......... CE ea ee a . Shapiro 
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ee : i st introduced other “reforms” aiden nendib dans Wenwwud bordxenteebacale Shapiro 
,tween poppe ey — ace the ban on AFM members | Assn., in behalf of its 50 publisher | ~4 E Were & Bell "Gaye GRE DGS” oc ccccccccccccccccncccs reset 
local video : stations when wires guesting on disk jockey shows and members, inked a new three-year} | ove the Way You A OO ... Remick 
were dispatched to the ur sta- | the ruling that record-turners had | pact with American Federation WET Mecnnmses tee Cemeenn |... cc ncn occceeceee Pp ary Leeds 
tions warning them agains See to have an AFM card. Musicians’ New York Local 802 yes-| 15.5 Lovely Day Today—*"Call Me Madam” ................ Berlin 
tele pacts which embrace pe otic.| Petrillo'’s hometown loyalty isn’t terday (Tues.), granting a 10° May the Good Lord Bless and Keep You.............eeeeee- Pickwick 
ers holding AFM cards. Jurisdic- | | actly a one-way street, however. wage hike to salaried arrangers. 'yso%4ing Bird Hill .........-.......... sce Peer 
tora eee ee pO TVA (It was here, through the “good of- | copyists, proofreaders and pianists. | y1y Heart Cries For You.......ccccccccccececccecceececceed, Massey 
bypassed | last week Wit pwn | fices” of H. Leslie Atlass, Chi CBS | Pact also established a 3% wel- EE acc danaebeghe eh ideursaveskeindesk sequels H&R 
ABT CeINg tO eee ene while the | veepee, that he set the deal with | fare fund to be paid by the pubs. | Roving Kind ...+.ccsccccseccceeeeecc cece cee cecee cence eee, Hollis 
tract ene act ak = Gene Autry which permitted the | Contract is retroactive to last Oc- ee  oucsacbud oben Folkways 
issue is ein M a ol a N SEEM cs ecersceeeeeeeeeeaeseeeeseeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeesenene as : 
, ‘cowboy star to launch his serles of tober. ; BEEP TE EP PEE EPCOT TERT eee Acuff-R 
—e aa aaa Separate | tele pix using AFM music. Agreement with the union was ee RSet CES. OUI 6 56k oF oc ssadeeesanaecesaon Feist 
o Petrillo’s sudden interest in thé | rat, Ti sage rd o ogerny Would I Love You ............. eT PETC ee Tee Cee TT eee ee Disney 
e . but mechanics of getting the pub- - See eg : a : 
Chi tele talks is expected to have Decca Expands Promotion | lishers to give the PPA. authoriza- You and Your eee At War With the Army”. .} aramount 
national ramifications. The four . \tion held up the final inking You're Just In Love  & fF gee erer rere rr ere Berlin 
teevee networks and TVA only last! Expanding Decca’s promotion de- , | Se TCD THM ov ccc cess nea cissticcuscoveweesegees Robbins 
month put the finishing touches to | partment, pomtictty ~—_ Rage ee 5 ae 
tional pact which does exactly | Conner headed for the Coast this , 4 ; 
the thing AFM chief took excep-| week to add a contactman to the’ Kassner Snares 507 A Bushel and a Peck—*“Guys and Oolls” .......... wert er Morris 
tion to in the local talks. With | Hollywood office. ae |And You'll Be Home..... .... 1... 1. sseseceeeeeees ....Burke-VH : 
Inf AFM currently involved with the Conner recently put on addition- | In 2 Dormant Firms, | Best Thing For You—* MALE TO: WOAGAIN” oii ska so 86405 64% ated Berlin 
it webs in a new basic pact itself, it’s al men both in New York and Chi-; | py hese get gD anal aicot Waa wiht es 6406 040i 646404 540008ER ESR iene H 
} i i il and a re- cago. er i a eee eeRee ere sense kadus ee eeeee- Triangle 3 
H tinely, EO ee , 1007, of Another Co. Harbor Lights . Geert oe CCT T ET TCRETOT ECCT CCT Te Chappell 
i Edward Kassner, British music In the Land of Make Believe...................cccuccees (adtase BMI 
+ | publisher who plans to headquarter I’ve a ae In Love Before—*‘Guys and Dolls”........... oo 
! | permanentiv- im Hew Tork, Test | LOMOROWs GEL og. ooo ccc wes cewcetsleceiecscsccecs se 0060000. MORTIS 
: neck purchased a 50° partner-| Night Is Young and You're So Beautiful ............. errors | 
at ship in two dormant U. S. music; Nobody’s Chasing Me—*“Out Of This World’”..... ooescces seen 
f | firms and also acquired full control Seven Wonders of the World..............cccccecceccvecees: Paxton 
|} of another. He bought a half-in-; Sparrow In the Treetop................cccccccccccceccees ...-Santly 
| terest in Lincoln Music Corp. and; Tear Drops From Your Eyes .................ceee0- eden s Simon . 
| Starlight Music from Abner Silver | Tonda Wanda Hoy—+“At War With the Army” .......... Paramount 
for an undisclosed sum. In addi-;To Think You've Chosen Me ................ccececeeeeeee- Laurel 
” | tio, he became sole owner of Ed-| Use Your Imagination—*“Out Of This World” ............Chappell 
it, ward Kassner, Inc., by taking over | Wait for Me ....... ORS Perry rrr rT rererer cccccccce.- Mellin 3 
BILLBOARD @ ON TOP OF OLD SMOKEY (Folkways) —Bill- the 50% share held by Dave} When Our Country Was Born.......+. Stace sovveccecs.... Life 
‘i ‘i board heads up its "Pick"® chart with a | Preyer: , F | You Love Me—j{“West Point Story” ............ ceeeeeeees. Witmark 
“PICK a Pp : P Lincoln Music catalog, Kassner | 
firm nod to The Weavers-Terry Gilkyson | ;evealed, contains several hundred | + Filmusical. © Legit Musical. 
combination (Dec. 27515) stating: “Here's | copyrights, including some valu-| 
another old folk waltz that's bound to | able Larry Clinton and Artie Shaw | 
sweep in this radiant and imaginative ren- | numbers. Firm also owns the hold-| 
dition." ings of the old Frank Capano Mu- | 
” s&s & @ sic Publishing Co. Catalog of Star- | 
anor ' light, however, is described as! 
OTHER @® METRO POLKA (Forrest) — Frankie Laine 


| nominal. Kassner, Inc. was set up | 


“pick” (Mer. 5581) goes into a polka number that . be pe Sf aa eee Rang 
earns a strong "pick" by Billboard, | (U2) Puuisned by ils ae % Boe 
. ——=S===——* | panies. Aside from the’ three Soha ae ae Rs PE 
Frankie, they say, * .. . provides the acquisitions he'll also operate the | asa a : Saas 
| 


first-rate material with an enthusiastic 

effort which could send this soaring." 

it; Lonzo & Oscar (Dec. 46299) and Lawrence 

i Welk (Coral 60405) add their own inimit- 

able treatments to this future hit. 
xzxerk 





recently established Canadian out- rena ae a 
let, Edward Kassner, Ltd. cs He 2 

Lincoln and Starlight, Kassner 
declared, will be reactivated. Cur- 
rently he’s assembling a profes- 
sional staff and it’s planned to re- 
vive several of the Clinton and 














Shaw tunes. Kassner’s British firms 

al LIKELY @ WISHING YOU WERE HERE TONIGHT (Shealy) control hetween ,4.000-6.000 COPY: 
4 HIT —Tune is shaping up as a good potential (rights. Among the companies is 
i due to a trio of especially fine record- | Ceri! bennox at” Sipe at 

ry | ings, namely: The Modernaires (Coral 60- | these outfits has been taken over 
‘x 408), The Satisfiers (Adam 1051) and Ricky | by Sydney Bron, Kassner associate. 
ri Vallo (Apollo 1175). | 
a. kkk ke 


Ballrooms War 


MOVING © THE TEARS OF ST. ANNE (Marks)—A timely re- 








i up ligious-minded song about the broken Continued from page 39 = 
ie statue that cried real tears and receiv- | because today’s bandleaders aren't 7 al 
Re ing unusual attention. Dises by The | colorful, they're not showmen, ee e . 


King's Men (Dec. 14552) and Russ Vincent || they don’t mingle with customers, 








with the Ray Charles Choir (Adam 1037) are ..they're not the Dorseys, the i 
moving upward. | Lewises, the Calloways of the pre- 
ake k* ' recording era. 


|. “Their attitude is ‘why should I 
| knock myself out? I’m in on a 
, Zuarantee.’ One big agency insists 
{that all of its bands are well- 
dressed, well-groomed and well- 
‘|}mannered. When ¢tey~show up 

here they act like a bunch of sour- 


EASTER © SONNY THE BUNNY (BMI)—Leading the rec- 
REMINDERS ord best-sellers with discs by Gene Autry 
(Col. 90010), Tommy Tucker (MGM 60010) and - 

Merv Shiner (Dec. 27482). 





RT MOONEY 


PETER | a (Hill & Range)--A peren- 
nial favorite with about 18 sparkling ver- 
sions available. (Non-exclusive BMI). 


MICKEY THE CHICKEY (Marks)—A new twist on 

the Easter theme. Catching on via Kenny 

Roberts’ (Coral 64079) platter.. 
keke 


SUPER ® SHENANDOAH WALTZ (Acuff-Rose) —Coming. 
DISC. up with gusto, latest release being by the 
Dinning Sisters (Cap. 1429), a super wax- 

ing. Baron Elliot (Dec. 27488) has a new 

sound in music that enhances this promis- 

ing hit. Lawrence Welk. (Coral 60405). 


sparkles in his usual champagne rhythm. 
BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. 


S80 FIFTH AVENUE » NEW YORK 19°>N 





1 radio, pramoetio 


pusses and look like monkeys. 
= concert stuff is also over- 
one, 


Toscaninj,” 


Levine . .was. . asked,. why... book 
them? He replied that it was a 
matter of human nature. “If I try 
S0-and-so maybe I'll do better... 
it’s: always: maybe; but the people 
never. come.”. .The. operator opined 
that the top outfits’ b.o. pull are 


{more -than matehed: by: local crews. 


For example, Larry Fotine, who 
appeared at the Cabin early this 
month, drew “good business” with- 


j Out. benefit -of advertising or disk 
{Jock plugs... “Yet,”. Levine said, 


“Out of the 15,000,000 people in 


| the: metropolitan area we have only 


a handful of customers tonight 
(Wed.-14) for Claude Thornhill and 
George Shearing | despite ads and 





ON ORES © 


Everybody thinks he’s a 


If business is so poor with names, | 


l 
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K 10924 45 rpm 
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MGM 10906 78pm 
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K 10906 45 rpm 
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On the Upbeat 











a 
at the Three Deuces club, N. Y. 

Erroll bind -, for a TE a “~ ~— nat 4 ies ee 
yi “Voice oO 

last New York appearance at Bird-| Reabea® execs on. her weekly 
land nitery prior to a four-week propaganda broadcasts . . . Louis 


tour on the Coast... Eddie Fisher, | Rernstein, Shapiro-Bernstein top: | 4 
per, to Florida for three weeks. 


who enters the Army sometime 
next month, starting a tour of RCA|~ |’ Jack Bregman, of Bregman, 
Victor regional branches this week yoeco & Conn. back at his desk 
with stopovers in Chicago, Cleve-| after a two-week illness. 

land, Atlanta, Dallas and Los | 
Angeles. Ed Dodelin, Victor’s | 
national field sales manager, is 
accomping .. . Sol Yaged, jazz 
clarinetist, 





Chicago 








ad 


Sol dl! 


‘Pretty 
Little Bell 


and 


Love Yo 
- Because 


Latest release by 


Sammy 
Kaye 


78 rpm 39270 « 3313 rpm 3-39270 > 45 rpm 4-39270 
Feature it Now! 
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Mercury Records named _ Cliff | 
and his trio renewed! Parman to its folk-tune staff... .| 


! 





} 
| 
} 


Tommy Reed will hold over at 
Schroeder Hotel, Milwaukee, till 
April 22 .. . Teddy Philips set for 


‘Statler Hotel, Buffalo, March 26 
|for one month ... Ken Griffin 


etched four sides last week for Co- 
lumbia. He’s set for Turinn Inn, 
Sioux City, March 23... Irwin 
Berke, midwest Shapiro-Bernstein 
rep, off on southern whipup ... 
Don Reed into Baker Hotel, Dallas, 
last week, and _ follows’ with 





| 
| 


Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans, May | 


Pastor set for 
Louis, March 20 for six days. Ray 
Robbins orch moves in April 10 
for six days ... Sammy Kaye plays 


Horseshow, Tulsa, May 29 for four | 


days, then to Horseshow, Houston, 
June 6 for four days ... Three 
Twins inked with Mutual Enter- 
tainment ... Los Nortinos held 
over at Park Plaza, St. Louis 
Ben Arden Quartet to Stage Club, 
Chi, March 14... Kaye Romayne 


. » « WCFL has donated 3,000. 
disks to paraplegics at Vaughan | 
|General Hospital here . . 


° Tony | 
Caso Loma, St.. 


set for Le Beouf, Chi, March 12 | 
- Dan Terry set for Trianon, | 


Chi, April 3 for month ... Benny 
Strong to Trocadero, Henderson, 
Ky., March 23 for two weeks... 
Mercury Records inked folk singer 
Jackie Doll to three-year pact ... 
Bill Bishop band inked for Pea- 


body hotel, Memphis, April 9 for’! 


a week. 


Pittsburgh 


Bill Riggs replaced Eddie Meyers | 
in the trumpet section of Tommy | 


Carlyn’s band ... Pat McCauley’s | 


Trie had to be increased to five! 


men before Local 60 would permit 
unit to go into Johnny Brown's 
Club in East Liberty . 


. . Gloria. 


Catizone, niece of Billy Catizone, 


the orch leader, had one of the 


smaller singing parts in Pittsburgh | 


Opera Co.’s production of “Rigo- 
letto” last week ... Al 
going into Vogue Terrace for five 
nights on April 17, first time he’s 
ever played 
Copa downtown . .. Nino Nanni 
booked back into Monte Carlo for 


peg. Bae 
return engagement of two weeks Hullabaloo .....-.....---+sssseeeees s+ ee? Sie 
I Apologize... idee, ai Gee Oe 0 WSS Caos Crawford 
on June 14... Marilyn McQuade, pOIOs c A 
i , i I Still Feel the Same About You .......++e+e+++4. Odette 
signed as regular vocalist on —. pega - Morri 
Bernie Armstrong’s ‘“Welcome:| If I Were a Bell—*‘Guys and Dolls”..... eveeeeees Morris 
Aboard” segment of “Duquesne|}| In Your Arms..................sceeeeecceeseees -H & R 
Show Time” television program, is Lonesome Gal... werTrr ry Tr eves vedas meeete 
a niece of Mayor Lawrence of Sparrow In the Tree Top............00. rere’. . Santly-J 
Pittsburgh . . . Ted Lewis’ band SS eae eee wes» Life 
opens two-week engagement Mon- Teardrops From My Eyes .......-..+eee8 eas Saree Simon 
day (26) at Vogue Terrace, coming To Think You've Chosen Me ...........+. jas edaders Laurel 
here from a Town Casino stand Dantes Ge Tomdes Te MS ox. coi. sc scacagecsaess Life 
- Buffalo . . ‘ee Lehrer ri Too Late Now nue Serr tt... 
has come home after 18 months on , ee ee EE co W » ... Chappell 
‘the road with Blue Barron’s band Use Your Imagination *“Out of This World”.. oa pp 
land is joining trumpet section of When Our Country Was Borm........c..cccvaeeee: Al e 
| 7 Where the Red Roses Grow......... Pieces seccsse AtOUs 


| 





| 


| 


Buddy Lee outfit here. 
Cleveland | 


Carl Sands’ Chicago band roll-' 
ing into Hotel Cleveland’s Bronze 


Room Saturday (24), replacing | 
Russ Carlyle. Latter going to: 
Windy City’s Trianon Ballroom 


after junket of midwest one-night- 
ers. Kathy Norman, former vocal- | 
ist in Vie Lombardo’s crew, join- | 
ing Sands’ outfit here .. . Frankie | 
Yankoviec’s Columbia - recording | 
polkateers returning home in early | 
June for two-week stand at Eddie | 
Sindelar’s Skyway Club. Henry | 
George, co-owner of Cabin Club, | 
skedded tentatively to take his | 
band back to Skyway in April for. 
Spring run... Crystal Beach Park | 


Morgan | 


locally away .from' 


—— 
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Songs With Largest Radio Audience 


Survey Week of March 9-15, 1951 


The top 30 songs of the week (more in case of ties), based on 
the ‘copyrighted Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular 
Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office of 
Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. Alphabetically 


listed. Sitios 
Penny a KiSS......+ ++. essere sees eeees eee ones apiro- 
i Daba Honeymoon—*“Two Weeks—With Love” Feist 
Always You ......---+--: soos cases seeeeeeeeeees Dreyer-M 
Be My Love—*"Toast of New Orleans”............ Miller 
Boutonniere........---++seeeeeeees e6eeedacecesee GONG 
Bring Back the Thrill.......0.. sesesveveccecesess Maypole 
Destination Moon.. weer errr oecesceceeee. Fisher 
Down In Nashville. Tennessee... .....eseeeeeeeeee4 Witmark 
i: 0) ee eer weer TT CTT $90006000806seEe 
Get Out Those Old Records .........eseeeeee++4+.Lombardo 
I Am Loved—*“Out of This World” ........ ees ‘Chappell 
I Love the Way You Say Goodnight........ euiae Remick 
I Remember the Cornfields........-..eesecececces Leeds 
| eT DOG 34, 0c See eee eT ENS. Shapiro-B 
If It Hadn't Been For You. ...........-.sscccccces Johnstone-M 
It’s a Lovely Day Today—*“Call Me Madam” ...... Berlin 
May the Good Lord Bless and Keep You.......... Pickwick 
OS SO” RE PR Oe ree eee ee ee Southern 
My Heart Cries For You .......... ee Massey 
Night Is Young and You're So Beautiful ....... oo WEM 
Nobody’s Chasing Me—*“Out Of This World”...... Chappell 
Memter COOCPONGRNL 6c is.c ho 4a 8 0 dee EN 0088 00605 ebeaen H & R 
Roving Kind... ........ccccccccccsvevcesccccccecs Hollis 
So Long eer err ee eerie. TC CUTRET ELIOT EriTe Folkways 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade. ..ccccssccccecicccccceson Bullseye 
Tennessee Waltz .........+:+ “IA aE ERT Acuff-R 
Whi os. ove: VOU oo... 20a ea ia dawns wee Disney 
You and Your Beautiful Eyes—*“At War Army”.. .Paramount 
You're Just In Love—*“Call Me Madam” ......... Berlin 
Zing Zing—Zoom Zoom............-.eeeeeveeeee: Robbins 


The remaining 20 songs of the week (more in case of tics), 
based on the copyright Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popu- 
lar Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. Published by the Office 
of Research, Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, Director. Alphabetically 
listed. 


Around the World . eee ere rer ere ee Valando 
Be Good To Your Father and Mother............. Beacon 
Beautiful Madness.... ........ seeseees- Advanced 


Berlin 


Best Thing For You—*“Call Me Madam”........+. 
Roger 


Hands Off My Heart 











eK nis wee as 








+ Filmusical. *Legit musical. 














The Weavers, June Hart, Chuck 


‘Brown & Co. doing his ‘Village 


Barn Revue” with the orch there. 
String of one-nighters in the mid- 


‘west follows, according to route 


set by Associated Booking Corp. 
.. . Margaret Truman appears on 
the Seufert Concert series in the 
Music Hall, April 3. Mario Lanza 
in for the same series April 22... 
Les Copley orch currently at Town 
Hall ballroom ... Benny Hawkins 
Trio holding forth at Famous Res- 
taurant ... Everett West into El 
Casbah at the Bellerive Hotel for a 
fortnight, succeeding Dwight Fiske. 


‘Co. (Columbia), and Decca Distrib- 

uting Co., of .this city and New 
York. 

Pleas of not guilty were entered 
last August, but counsel for the 
defendants changed their pleas be- 
cause, it was said, they could not 
afford a lengthy trial at this time. 
Counsel argued that the offense 
was purely a technical one and 
that they believed observance of 
|fair trade agreements, sanctioned 
| by other Federal laws, did not con- 
‘flict with the anti-trust laws. 





near Cleveland starting season + Marina Svetlova, former Met 
Easter Sunday with Chariie Omaha Opera prima ballerina, will dance 
Spivak. Also setting Woody Her |the lead in the ballet for the N. Y. 


|man for April 22; Harry James, | 


May 13; Les Goodman’s, combo, | 
with Deborah Linn, as_ vocalist, ' 
opened Hotel Fenway Hall’s new 
Coral Supper Club. 


Kansas City 


Pla-Mor Ballroom played Les 
Brown orch for a_ one-nighter 
March 17, with the crew flying in 
from the Coast ... Guy Lombardo 
orch and the Ames Bros. set for 
concert in Music Hall March 26 
... Tiny Hill has a week of vaude 
upcoming at the Orpheum, Omaha, 
going there direct from current 
stand in the Terrace Grill of the 
Hotel Muehlebach. Hill will have 


Top Songs on TV 


(Alphabetically Listed) 
Week of March 9-15, 1951 
(Based on copyrighted Audi- 

ence Coverage Index and 
Audience Trend Index pub- 
lished by Office of Research, 
Inc., Dr. John G. Peatman, 
director.) 

A Penny a Kiss... .Shapiro-B. 
BO BY LOVO.. ss cccccses Miller 
22 ee aaa Shapiro-B 
Mockin’ Bird Hill. ..Southern 
¥ou're Just in Love...!Berlin - 


5 Top Standards 











Back to Donegal....... Leeds 
Great Day for Irish..... Feist 
Same O'd Shillelagh Shapiro-B 
St, Louis Blues ....... Handy 





Irish Eyes Smiling. ..Witmark 





Looks like a big spring season 
for bands and singers here. Ak- 
Sar-Ben has signed Mario Lanza 
for a concert in the 12,000-seat 


Coliseum April 25 at $3.60 top... 
Rise Stevens also at Ak-Sar-Ben 


Coliseum May 7-8 ... Patti Page’ 
and Clyde McCoy orch week of | 
May 18 at the Orpheum... 
Weavers and Tiny Hill orch at 
Orpheum week of March 30.. .| 
Duke Ellington, week of March 23, | 
at the Orpheum . . . Guy Lom- | 


bardo, Ames Bros. and concert- 
dance ensemble, March 28 , . . 
Sammy Kaye band and revue, Ak- 
Sar-Ben Coliseum. May 21-22... 
Undated: Lanny Ross and variety 


show at Ak-Sar-Ben, Roy Acuff 
show at Ak-Sar-Ben, Jan Garber 
at Peony Park. 








Philly Fines 


“aaa Continued from page 39 


ed competition and had definitely 
forced higher prices in the Phila- 
delphia area.” The dealers, in 
combination with the wholesalers, 
and working through their associ- 
ation, agreed to so-called “fair 
trade contracts,” which required 
them to sell records only at prices 
set in the agreements. 


The. distributors fined $2,000 
each were Raymond Rosen & Co. 
(RCA-Victor); Capitol Records Dis- 


| tributing Corp., of this city and 


Hollywood; Stuart F. Louchheim 


| City Opera Co.’s new production 
,Of Massenet’s “Manon” tomorrow 
(Thurs.) at the City Center. 








| 








Columbia Records 


GRIFFIN 


Direction: MILO STELT 
Mutual Entertainment Agency 
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A Program Faverite fer 26 Yeers 


SO BEATS MY HEART 
FOR YOU 


y PAT BALLARD, CHAS. HENDER- 
ate A a TOM WARING (Crawferd 
sic), 
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TOO LATE NOW 


lyric by ALAN JAY “Brigadoon” LERNER Music by BURTON “Finian's Rainbow” LANE 


Slowl 
4 sf 


PD. 3 
TOO LATE NOW to for- get your smile; The way we cling when we've 


Dm7 G7 Cc Am? D7 c Ebdim 


r- F pF» ¢ ah ae 


danced a-while; TOO LATE NOW to for- get and go on to some - 
Dm?7 G7Dm7G7_ C 7 Dm7 C 


TOO LATE NOW to for- get your voice;The way one word makes my 
G7 Cc Am7 "7 C .Dm7G 


ft. © is 
heart re-joice; TOO LATE NOW to Fo § way from 
Cc - B ' EF 


you. All the things weve done to - geth- er re - live when were a- 


Am Am7 D7+ Gm Am? D7 Dm7 _ G7 


ft 


part, All the ten-der fun to - geth- er stays on in my _ heart: 


c rf Dm7 Cc 7 


How could I ev - er close the door and be the same as I 
Dm7 G7 Cc Am? at Cc AT? C 


© Ff iF, ~ ead 


was be- fore? Dar - ling, cant an-y-more; It’s TOO 
Dm7 G7 '4 Am7 4 G7 2 And. F, 





T r i= ': =. 


NOW. NOW. 
Copyright 1950 =-19St Loew's Incorporated, New York, N. Y. Rights throughout the werld controlled by Leo Feist, Ine. 


ws 3 
Ser; CUST inc. © 799 SEVENTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 19. * NORMAN FCLEY, Gen. Prof. 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


Problem of finding talent for the 90-minute NBC radio spread in 
“The Big Show” has tursed the airer into a showcase for disk names on 
labels competing with RCA Victor, which is linked with the network 
through the RCA. setup. Already appearing on the show have been 
Ethel Merman who, incidentally, kicked off the series with a plug for 
her. Decca-recorded set of the “Call Me Madam” score; Billy Eckstine 
with M-G-M Records; Frankie Laine with Mercury, Edith Piaf with 
Columbia, Evelyn Knight and Ella Fitzgerald, both with Decca, among 
others. Show also has been accenting the top Victor names such as 
Eddie Cantor and Eddie Fisher, on the last show (18). With prior ap- 
pearances by Perry Como, Jan Peerce, Mindy Carson and others. 





Lippert Productions latched onto “On the Little Big Horn,” cleffed 
by Stanley Adams, Larry Stock and Murray Siegler, for its upcoming 
“Little Big Horn” film through sheer coincidence. Cleffers knew noth- 
ing of the film and Lippert Productions didn’t know of the tune until 
Marty Weiser, Lippert flack, got wind of the Ralph Flanagan RCA 
Victor etching. He immediately contacted publishers Flanagan, Hend- 
ler and Woods, and the tunesmiths, and made arrangements to use 
the number as the theme background and behind the main titles. 

An Irving Berlin tune, written in 1926 and apparently forgotten, was 
recently turned up accidentally by Grace Hayes, former vaude per- 
former and mother of Peter Lind Hayes. Number, “I’m On My Way 
Home,” was sent to her by a sailor on a lead sheet that had no credits. 
She turned it over to her son to cut for Decca. Diskery execs originally 
wanted to credit the number on the disk to Grace Hayes until further 
checking revealed it was Berlin’s. 





Practice of “taking” by several minor diskeries has grown into such . 


an industry cliche over the past couple of years that some of the platter 
firms are now openly asking the pubs for coin to cover recording costs. 
One New York pub received the following wire from indie Coast disk- 
ery last week: “Want you to put up $300 to help cover cost of sensa- 
tional singer, orchestra and chorus. Sure hit maker. Wire money at 
once.” 

DuPont company recently came up with the strangest production 
assignment to date for RCA Victor’s custom records division, which 
presses disks for other companies. To illustrate an institutional adver- 
tising lecture on entomology, DuPont asked for a disk containing the 
sound of hungry Japanese beetles munching on leaves. 








| 
Eddie “Piano” Miller, honkytonk pianist for Rainbow Records, is a | 
British composer and former longhair keyboard artist in that country. | 
His real name is Edward Lisbona, under which he’s written the current 
pop, “Don’t Leave Me Now,” recently launched by Fran Warren on an 
RCA Victor disk. 





| was a hit, but which, according to 


Armstrong Had Another }all reference books on popular 


8 ¢ ° 9 |music, really was the brain child | 

: /of one Jimmy Lucas and the great 

Hit in ellie Dean, But |Harry Von Tilzer. How did oo 
> oie od strong get into the Lucas-Von 

Only In British Emnire $70"! act? In Sigmund Spaeth’s | 
Roanoke, March 13. | “History of Popular Music in 
Editor, VARIETY: ; America,” I see that Armstrong | 
Music section story March 7 did an unsuccessful ditty in 1909) 
about Harry Armstrong being a Called “I Love My Wife,’ etc., but | 
one-hit song writer is true only; Lucas and Von Tilzer, by one of 
to a certain extent. those coincidences that are always | 
Admittedly, Armstrong had only | POpping up in muisc biz, had a 











RETAIL SHEET BEST SELLERS|— 























































































































PERICLES OS | 
VARIETY 

Survey of retail sheet music I 2 S slé 

sales, based on reports obtained 5 a 8 O 010 

from leading stores in 12 cities E a E 2 2 g 
and showing comparative sales in Fr , A * E vi g é T 
rating for this and last week. “ s vis S vile | % & alie|@ 
“}%/%/ulqgaiel/2/8S/2./e)]8] T 
S| ZL ILEls,;claI(8/B1L¢e@]| B/E] a 
Hlelelisel/SlsloliP@ isl Sis] elu 

: - BEd oe ben hen Ga eee ee ee eee: 
voor Week Ending 3/3) ¢\<)4|2/2|2)2|% 2/8]: 
Ratin ei cli Siti iael/V| & ols Oo 
: Mar ch 17 k.. M = c/ 2/8 S Z s Bis 8 i 
This Last elgisieisieieialeizieis| : 
wk. wk. Title and Publisher ZidvimaiminialalEiwig is isis 
1 2 “If” (Shapiro-B)...............- c= 2 | 2 2 es - se ee fF lf 
2 1 “Tennessee Waltz” (Acuff-R)..... 2 4 1 6 2 2 3 3 2 2 3 4 98 
3 3 “My Heart Cries for You” (Massey) 6 5 4 2 5 4 6 7 3 5 .. 2 7 
4 4 “Mockin’ Bird Hill” (Southern).. 1 a. 2S, Se 4 .. 1 1 8 67 
5 5 “Be My Love” (Miller).......... 10 8 5 10 4 3 2 2 4 9 5 6 64 
6 6 ”Aba Daba Honeymoon” (Feist).. 5 6 7 9 9 7 4 6 7 6 7 TFT 52 
7 8 “It Is No Secret” (Duchess)...... a we 8 Me is ak, aa ane 7 3 37 
8 7 # =%“You’re Just in Love” (Berlin). ... eS wo «eos. hUmS.!UlUCDCU CS 9 35 
9 9 “Penny a Kiss” (Shapiro-B.)..... 7 .. #4 8 8 8 6 9 5 33 
10 12 “Would I Love You” (Disney).... 7 6 6 10 18 
11A 10 “Peter Cottontail” (Hill-R)....... 9 8 ~~ - i a 
11B 11 “May Lord Bless You” (Pickwick). ‘ 5 10 9 9 10 10 «#13 
12 oa “I Apologize” (Crawford)........ Tae Sere . 9 i. ae 10 
13A “Beautiful Brown Eyes” (American) 8 8 6 
13B “So Long” (Folk-W)............. 10 6 6 


























AeakiRake- Chirere 
H&R With Infringement 


9 
On ‘Tennessee Waltz 
Los Angeles, March 20. 
Copyright infringement suit has 
been filed in Federal Court here 
by Acuff-Rose Publications against 
Hill & Range Songs, Inc., in con- 
nection with latter's publication of 
“Tennessee Waltz.” 
H&R_ brought 
month, basing its publication on 
the fact that Red Stewart, billed 


ASCAP Threat 


Continued from page 39 





on music and entertainment. Levin- 
son then laid down ASCAP’s dic- 
tum—“If you pass this bill, ASCAP 
will pull out of Navada and take 
its songs with it.” 


mittee passage of the bill would 
mean loss of network connections, 
resulting in individual consent of 
each copyright holder whenever 
tune out last! they programmed an ASCAP tune. 
|Hy Wells, Nevada Broadcasters 
Assn. rep, said that his org was 
satisfied with present royalty ar- 





Radio spokesmen told the com- | 


one hit, “Sweet Adeline,” in U. S. | Smash hit of the 


But in England and throughout 
British Empire, another Armstrong 
number, “‘Nellie Dean,” is as much 
a barbershop classic as “Adeline” 
is over here, and is suag at all 
times and places just as the 
Gerard-Armstrong opus is always 
on the vocal agenda when three or 
four males with fair-to-lousy 
voices try to make harmony on this 
side of the Atlantic. ‘You're My 
Heart’s Desire—I Love You, Nel- 
lie Dean,” to give it the long- 
winded title by which it is some- 
times known, was, and is, a ter- 
rific hit in Britain. : 

One thing that puzzles me is that | 
every Armstrong obit I have read | 
says he wrote “I Love My Wife 
But Oh You Kid,” which certainly 











same title except 
that they doubled up on the “I 


Love” business, and called _ it | 
“I Love, I Love My Wife, But Oh | 
You Kid.” 
Jim Walsh, 
WSLS. 





Kapell Cancellation Stirs 


Columbus (Ohio) Feeling 


Granville, O., March 20. 

No little bad feeling was caused 
here when bookers of William 
Kapell, concert pianist slated to 
play a concert at Denison U’s Swa- 
zey Chapel last Wednesday (14), 
waited until 3 p.m. the day of the 
concert to notify the Granville Fes- 
tival Assn., sponsor of the concert, 





LEROY ANDERSON 
and MITCHELL PARISH'S 


THE 
SYNCOPATED 
CLOCK 


ITS POPULARITY IS 
SWEEPING THE NATION! 


MILLS MUSIC, INC, 





that Kapell would be unable to ap- 
| pear. Members of the assn., which 
/sponsors an annual series in con- 
‘nection with university activities, 
were unable to understand why 
New York bookers delayed so long, 
_inasmuch as Kapell, they reported, 
had been ill with flu in Chicago 
|for nearly a week. 


|. The assn. has refused a substi- 
tute date due to the crowded spring 
university calendar and has asked 
| bookers to stand all expenses of 
‘the concert, including advertising, 
ticket-printing and cost of long dis- 


inform out-of-town patrons that the 


by Acuff-Rose as co-author of its 
version of “Waltz,” was under ex- 
clusive composing contract to H&R 


in February, 1948, when the tune 
was copyrighted. H&R version dif- 
fers from the original only in the 
credits, sheet mus'c dropping cred- 
it to Pee Wee King, whom Acuff- 
Rose listed as co-.uthor with Stew- 
art. 





Starlight Musicals Set 
Six-Week Sked in Indpls. 


‘Indianapolis, March 20. 
Attractions and dates for the 
Starlight Musicals at the fair 
grounds here next summer now 
are definitely set to include “Song 


| of Norway” June 26-July 1; “Annie 


Get Your Gun,” July 3-8; “Firefly,” 
(10-15); “Three Musketeers,” (17- 
22); Rodgers-Hammerstein Music 
Festival (24-29) and “Show Boat” 
July 29-Aug. 5. 


Tops of the Tops 
Retail ony, oot Seller 
Retail og os Seller 
“Most saa Disk 
Best on si Machines 

















1619 Broadway New York 19 


sae telephone calls employed to 


concert was off. 











Best British Seller 
“Tennessee Waltz” 








The New ... Unique ... Different Version - 








rangements. 


Summing up, Levinson told the 
committee that ASCAP would have 
to fork over $250,000 to comply 
with provisions of proposed bill 
calling for individual copyright 
payments. Such a sum out of cof- 
fers to collect the average $25,000 
or so yearly would be “foolish,” he 
added. 


A compromise extended by Sena- 
tor Forest Lovelock of Reno pro- 
posed a 3% tax on gross income of 
ASCAP in the state. 


Decca Profit 


Continued from page 39 


H. Vallance, vice-chairman of In- 
dustria Electrica de Mexico, elec- 
trical equipment manufacturers 
Proxy’s request for reelection of 
the board as presently constituted 
is seen as significant in view of the 
persistent reports that a shakeup 
of top personnel was due at Decca. 

In the annual financial state- 
ment, Rackmil highlighted Decca’s 
entry into the 45 rpm and long- 
hair fields as the two major de- 
velopments last year. Regarding 
the current national emergency, 
Rackmil said the company is in a 
stronger position than it was dur- 





ing the last war. Liquid position 


A Best Seller in 6 Days! 









of the company was reflected in 





| its current assets of $11,587,000, 
|including $6,320,000 in cash and 
| bonds, as against liabilities of $6, 
144,000. In short, : Decca’s cash 
reserve exceeds its liabilities. 

Net working capital of $5,443. 
000 was $368,000 higher than at 
the close of the previous year. Out- 
look for Decca as well as its strong 
Depry position cued the raising 
of the annual dividend from 50c to 
70c per share on the 776,650 shares 
of outstanding stock. 


NLRB Nixes UE Claim 
On Decca Indiana Plant 


Claim of the independent United 
|Electrical, Radio and Machine 
‘Workers (UE) that its contract 
with Decca Records included the 
Decca plant at Richmond, Ind., was 
nixed over the weekend by the Na- 
tional Labor’ Relations Board. 
Union was booted out of the Con- 
gress of Industrial Organizations 
(CIO) last year on charges that it 
was Communist-dominated. 

NLRB ordered employees of the 
Richmond plant to conduct an elec- 
tion within 30 days to determine 
what union—if any—they want as 
bargaining agent. In addition to 
UE, the following are in the run- 
ning—International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, AFL, and Inter- 
‘national Union, United Electrical 
Workers, CIO. 


BEAUTIFUL 
BROWN EYES 


CHRISTOPHER 7 
COLUMBUS 


AMERICAN MUSIC, INC. 


1576 Broadway, New York 
CO 5-7880 

9109 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood 
CR 11-5254 
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Write... Wire... 
FOLKWAYS MUSIC 
129 West S2ad Street 





Pp. for C 
PUBLISHERS, Inc. 


N. 
Pete Kameron, ‘Gen. Me 


Y. 19%, N. Y. 
Ls 





Only Folkways Music Publishers, Inc. has Exclusive rights to 





BY PETE SEEGER 


THE WEAVERS original, exciting interpretation on DECCA RECORDS 











TOP OF OLD SMOKY 


NEW WORDS AND MUSIC ARRANGEMENT 


Important Notice 


Clear Radio-TV Performances through 
FOLKWAYS—BMI 
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'-—| RETAIL DISK BEST SELLERS 
VARIETY Saimin a 5 m% 
Survey of retail disk best a n 2 a 5 
S sellers, based on reports ob- o Sigi«eta@laz ~|=/% 
s) tained from leading stores in SiaoislSlB ls! s 31a /eP/2/4 zs ‘ dauowe 
= 12 cities and showing com. Hi g)/2/2/S | 2 Elsieigis|e|T ie Ne eo 
4 t parative sales rating for this aif@|iois ‘s Elolg a yiftial| oO @- f 
= z : and last week. ee 8 Fis iS a a =|s|s|™ s H i . 
= : si i8iQA@lisgligis®it!|Sialals 
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NIGHT CLUB REVIEWS 





Wednesday, March 21, 195] 





Hotel Plaza, N. Y. 
(PERSIAN ROOM) 


Dorothy Shay, Dick LaSalle and | 
Mark Monte orchs; $2-$2.50 cou-} 
vert. J 








After an hiatus of several 
months, because of a Universal | 
picture stint with Abbott & Cos-' 
tello, “The Real McCoy,” Dorothy | 
Shay is back on the hotel circuit. | 
The self-styled “Park Ave. hill-| 
billie,” somewhat overly respilen- | 
dent in a tres chic Adrian, seems 
to be overdoing a good thing with 
the same _ vocal monotone—the 
*mountain woman” song type with 
its politely leering sex overtones. 
Result is that when she essays a 
change of pace, such as that “Love 
Isn’t Born, It’s Made” senxé, it’s 
welcome relief. She should essay 
more variety. 

The costuming is too marked a 
forward step, sartorially in that 
she is now too s:eek and chic, and 
the formality is enhanced by the 
orchid in her coiff—altogether a} 
discordant note with the backwoods 
motif that generalizes her reper- 
toire. A simpler formal gown 
would go better. 

Miss Shay is a past proved nitery | 
entertainer, particularly potent in | 
top hostelries from the Mark Hop- | 
kins, San Francisco, to the Wal-' 
dorf-Astoria in New York. She 
has clicked in such chi-chi rooms 
as the Maisonette of the Hotel St. 
Regis, N. Y., but this is her Persian |, 
Room bow. Miss Shay also has a 
well-selling Columbia record al- | 
bum, most of the ditties of her own | 
fashioning, sirce she is quite ex- | 
pert in that direction. According- | 
ly, it's a minor matter of routine | 
refurbishing. 

Dick LaSalle’s slick dansapation, | 
in the best “society” band manner, | 
is equally expert for the main ac- 
comps to the comedienne, and Mark 
Monte continues to click with his’ 
sprightly re ief crew. Abel. 


Mocambo, Kollywood | 


Hollywood, March 14. 


with Ed Harry Truman; 
Oliver Orch, Latin-Aires (5); $1.50- 
$2 minimum. 





Charles Durand & Guy Brion, | 


smart crowd can see and_hear 
them. Personable Winslow, at the 
piano and pert Miss Tyrrell on 
the songs are perfect.for any top 
cafe or hotel room. They tee off 
with a special, “Speed, Speed, 
Speed” and keep the plaudits and 


reaction mounting with other origi- | 


nals which include a sesh on Holly- 
wood auditions, with impreshes of 
Judy Garland, Deanna Durbin and 
Lily Pons for a wrap up by Miss 
Tyrrell. Follow with sock medley 
in comedy dueting of pops with 
their own lyrics, and encore with 
niftily arranged version of “Baby, 


It’s Cold Outside” for solid re- 
turns. 

Opening spot has Ricardo and 
Norma. They essay the standard 


melange” of American, continental 
and Latino ideas, with enough lifts 
and spins to bring gasps and mitts. 

Marion Harris, i (she’s 
dropped the Jr. for this engage- 
ment) is an excellent songstress. 


Comes on from off-stage for “Time , 


On My Hands.” then works in 
standards and oldies with “Wish I 
Could Shimmy Like My _ Sister 
Kate,” earning big return. Follows 
with another clicker in “Songs My 
Mother Taught Me,” a _ hillbilly 
original, ‘“He’s An Oilman from 
Texas.” Then a calypso and winds 
with “Ballin’ The Jack.” Offed to 
solid applause. 

Sacasas and his orch back the 
show in slick manner and play 
expertly for the interims, as does 
relief band of Hy Grossman. 

Lary. 


Empress Clab, London 
London, March 16. 


Dany Dauberson, Harry Roy 
Orch; minimum $5. 





| After a full-scale floorshow, the 


Crystal Room reverts to a solo act 
|for its midnight cabaret. The cur- 
|rent attraction is French chanteuse 
| Dany Dauberson, a first-timer in 
London. 

One of the handicaps which faces 
|most continental artists is the lan- 
| guage barrier. With Miss Dauber- 
| son, this apparently is no problem. 


Eddie | She reveals a fluent command of 


English with hardly a trace of ac- 
cent. Nonetheless, her numbers are 
sung mainly in the French original 


Debut of Charles Durand and | and only two English songs afe 


Guy Brion on the bigtime bistro 
belt is a successful one. Arthur 


Lyons, their agent, was wise to | her impressive style of singing is | 


let them tryout in the minor league 


| included in her program. _ 
| Miss Dauberson is attractive and | 


keyed to the sombre and tragic. | 


up and down the Coast before |It is a mode which matches her 


teaming the lads here, and, while 
a few minor alterations are ‘in 
order, the outlook is bright. They 
won an ovation from this Sunset 
Strip spot’s mostly showbiz first- 
nichters. 

Youngsters are U. of Hawaii 
grads. Durand is a blonde chap 
with lyrical tenor pipes, Brion a 
Honolulu-born Japanese who cuts 
loose with a rich baritone. They 
harmonize for most of the 28- 
minute stint and solo on one tune 
apiece. 

Layout is heavy with show 
tunes, nil on special material, and 
latter deficiency is the sole quib- 
ble. At least one original number, 
possibly spotted midway, would be 
welcome. As it is, the act boasts 
plenty of git-up-and-go and exudes 
a cleancut, boyish air that marks 
it as a decided novelty for the 
boites. The extra dividend of a 
smart original or two would lift 
the turn unequivocably into the 


* nonpereil class. 


No leis or hula routines, despite 
their background. Boys, tastefully 
accoutred in  white-tie-and-tails, 
pair on “Almost Like Being in 
Love.” “There But For You Go 
I.” “Autumn in New York,” “Most 
Beautiful Girl in the World,” “My 
Defenses Are Down.” “You’re 
Breaking My Heart,” “If” and “Be 
a Clown.” 

_Additionally, Durand keyboards 
his own accompaniment on “La 
Vie en Rose.” Brion, who switched 
t. that fonicker from Jimmy 
Shigeta, pumps plenty of pathos 


into “September Song.” Arrange-|tume and strumming the guitar, | 


ments are artfully projected by 
Eddie Oliver and sidemen, and Ed- 
die Truman accompanies the team 
smartly. Mike. 


Casablanea. Mizuai B’ch 
(CLUB MOROCCO) 
_ Miami Beach, March 17. 
Alice Tyrrell & Dick Winslow, 
Merion Harris, Ricardo & Norma, 


Sacasas Orch, Hy Grossman Orch; | 


Tunimum $3.50. 





Setting up a show for this type 
of swank hotel room is no doubt 
a vioblem. Most of the same type 
Cc. spots around town have been 
leaning toward either a variety or 
comedy format, since the straight 
male singing names have proven 
none too potent. In this instance, 
th layout current follows Joé E. 

wis and Harvey Grant. 

Alice Tyrrell and Dick Winslow 
are one of the better “new” acts te 
hit town in some years. They're a 
fresh duo who played recently at 
the now defunct Little Palm and 
trates this engagement where a 


personality. Overall effect induces 


in search of frivolous entertain- 
ment. 

All the numbers revealed the 
chantoosie’s deep sensitivity, which 
is particularly apparent in her Eng- 
lish songs, “Stormy Weather” and 


same moving fashion, the best be- 
ing “Ferme Tes Yeux” (“Close 
Thine Eyes.’’) 

The Harry Roy combo, which re- 
cently moved into the Crystal 
Room, gives superb accompani- 
ment. Myro. 


Hotel Nicollet, Mpls. 
(MINN. TERRACE) 
Minneapolis, March 17. 
Tito Guizar, Maurice & Marya, 
Cecil Golly Orch. (12) with 
Mildred Stanley; 
$3.50 minimum. 








| The topnotch brand of song and 


| and attractive terpers Maurice & 
; Marya has a ready sale in this 


‘club nitery. A frequent supper 


club attraction here, Guizar, dis-| 


; playing faultless 


romantic and 


room team, also no strangers local- 
Jy, maintains the headliner’s high 
standard. 


| 


_, Wearing a striking Mexican cos- 


| Guizar again comes up with win- 
ning warbling irresistibly embel- 
lished by the performer's zest and 
enthusiasm. 

|. His opening number, “Marta,” 
iis in the lusty, powerful style that 
has helped to distinguish him. He’s 
hep with “Boogie Woogie Sere- 
nade” and then solid all down the 
line with “Make Believe,” “You 
‘Belong to My Heart,” “Three 
| Cabeleros,” “You Never Say Yes,” 
|“La Paloma,” “When Irish Eye 
‘Are Smiling,” “Adios Muccaches” 





and “El Rancho Grande.” They’re | 


old favorites and new selections, 
| both in Mexican and English, some 
/In answer to audience requests, 
most in a lively vein and several 
calling for customer participation. 

Maurice & Marya punctuate their 
smooth ballroomology with thrills 
as he spins and whirls her aloft 
_at tremendous speed. Highlights 


include flirtation and “Darktown. 


Strutters’ Ball” numbers. 
Cecil Golly’s orchestra continues 


on high and songstress Mildred | 


Stanley is an additional pleasure. 
Rees. 


an atmosphere of gloom which may | 
not appeal to the more convivial | 


“TI Wish I Didn’t Love You So.” ! 
Her French tunes are all in the)! 


$1-$1.50 cover, | 


_ vocal form, delivers in his accus- : 
_tomed sock fashion, while the ball- | 


VARIETY 
‘Josephine Baker Opens 


‘ 


And Closes in 1 Nite In 


a N.Y. Cafe—But She’s Goo 


Josephine Baker opened and 
closed in one night on Broadway 
last Tuesday (13), at Monte Proser’s 
new Cafe Theatre, and the end 
result, despite a highly tensioned 
premiere, fetches the opinion that 
all Proser would need is Miss 
Baker and Leo DeLyon, her come- 
dy relief, plus the two bands. 

It was a case of too much show. 
Miss Baker plus the streamlined 
musical comedy, “Billion Dollar 
Baby,” more than surfeits. the 
customers. Miss Baker was to have 
come on at 1:30 a.m., but finally 
made a 2 a.m. appearance, after 
walking out in disgust because of 
inadequate backstage dressingroom 


Scott to the Park-Sheraton hotel, 
where Miss Baker resides, and the 
pianist influenced her friend to 
taxi back to the nitery to do her 
nitery stint as scheduled. 

It was the second false start, 
since Miss Baker had been forced 
out of both the Strand theatre on 
Broadway, and the nitery by laryn- 


gitis. She skipped the Sunday and | 


Monday shows, causing the Broad- 
way deluxer costly refunds. Proser 
debuted his nitery. on 
day (12) just with. “Billion Dollar 
Baby” (which costars Carol Bruce 
and Jackie Gleason), and a second 
“premiere” on Tuesday night was 
sparked chiefly by 
return to the theatre. There was 
a question whether she would last 


the day out at the Warner Bros. | 


house or be able to make her 
doubling committment. 

Because of the bad throat and 
other physical disability, her per- 


sonal manager, Ned_ Schuyler, 


couldn’t understand why Proser was ' 


so lax about suitable backstage 
facilities, especially since her 
lavish French wardrobe, from 
three different maisons de haut 
couture, was such a vivid com- 
ponent of her act. 

The current threat of suit and 
countersuit, and the cross-charges 
before the . American Guild of 
Variety Artists, is the culmination 
of the premiere hassle. DeLyon, 
| who is: also at the Strand, was 


| judiciously utilized at the theatre 
i to plug the waits between costume 
| changes while Miss Baker was 
offstage. Proser wisely decided to 
utilized DeLyon similarly. 

So far as Miss Baker's initial 
| Broadway nitery booking was 
/concerned she was not as effective 
i as she is at the Strand, or as when 
'seen in Havana. his is simple 
| to correct, being a matter chiefly 
of better editing and routining. 
Opening with two French songs in 
a row isn’t as showmanly as her 
repertoire at the Broadway picture 
house. Why she shifted it may 
be answered by the supposition 
she wanted to vary it from the 
theatre routine. That’s not neces- 
sary. “Peg O”’ My Heart” is a 
wrong number for her; more socko 
is that melodic Cuban novelty she 
is featuring, along with “Two 
Loves Have I.” Her finaleing 
Italian song is good but a shade 
too polite; however, it would not 
have been pointed up as much if 
what preceded were more socko. 

No question that she is as vibrant 
a personality in the bistros as in a 
theatre; the re-routining is a rela- 
tively easy matter. 





ancy French wardrobe’ which 
shows up even more effectively in 
the confines of a nitery, and means 
more to the more discriminating 
customers out front. She has her 
Own special maestro, Jo Bouillon, 
expert batoneer. Her own bongoist 
|is another nice fillip. 

| Even with everything smoother, 


/it’s a strange booking for Miss | 


| Baker, coming on after a wealth 
‘of floorshow. It’s like having a No. 
2 banquet after you just finished 





is the more to her credit, therefore, 
_that despite the surfeiting and th» 
| stalling she emerged so effectively. 
|The customers had to come before 
midnight for “Baby” which started 
| at 11:45, and she came on at 2 a.m. 
and stayed a solid half hour. 
Abel. 


Blue Angel, N. Y. 
King Odom Quartet, Dorothy 
_Greener, The Mademoiselles (3), 
Portia Nelson, Page Cavanaugh 
Trio; minimum, $4.50. 











Boniface Herb Jacoby has put 
together another of the combina- 
tions that makes this smart, east 
Side boite consistently popular. 
He’s balanced a relatively expen: 
sive turn for this limited-seater— 
The King Odom Quartet—with a 
/couple of low-budgeted, semi-ex- 
| perimental comedy acts and a 
most-acceptable low-lights chant- 
oosey. The\ result is first-class en- 
_ tertainment. 


| Odom group, ably supported. by 





facilities. Proser dispatched Hazel | 


Mon- | 


Miss Baker’s | 


She is an ex- | 


citing songstress, lissome in her) 
'dance purveyed by Tito Guizar  f 


one—it’s too much to digest. It. 


Clarence Johnson at the piano, 
runs through a nice mixture of 
and beat classics, 
and “St. 
Arrangements are 
original. | 
_Quartet is strong in the oe | 


spirituals, pops, i 
such as “Basin Street 
Louis Blues.” 
all imaginative and 
‘department and showmanly 
-movement and 
ance. 

' Comedy end of the bill is topped 


by The Mademoiselles, at 


to find. This is their third time 


/back at the Blue Angel. They were | 


‘previously in an ANTA show and 
at Cafe Society. Gals are Adnia 
Rice, a heavyweight who towers 
head and shoulders over the other 
two, and Marcie Stringer and 
Dorothy Kingston. Material is 
good, songs being of the blue 


patter variety to the accompani- | 


ment of mad, knockabout antics. 


Dorothy Greener (New Acts) 
supplements the comedy side. 


'Portia Nelson, who’s back at the, 


Blue Angel after making her New 
York debut here a year ago, sells 
| pop ballads in an extremely pleas- 
/ant and easy style. Her quiet man- 
ner is just right for an intimate 
‘room of this type and she looks 
good? . 

Page Cavanaugh Trio (piano, 
bass and amplified guitar) provides 


| 
! 


background for the acts and cap- | 


ably fills the lulls with pre- 


dominantly subtle rhythmic tunes. | 


| Herb. 





| 


| El Rancho. Las Vegas 
(ROUNDUP ROOM) 
Las Vegas, March 14. 
Ethel Smuh, Dave Barry, Buster 
Burnell, June Taylor Dancers (8), 
Ted Fio Rito Orch (10); no cover, 
no minimum. 





With Ethel Smith’s diapasons at 
the amplified organ, Dave Barry’s 
comedics, and breath-taking eye- 
appeal of the June Taylor Dancers, 


new frame here should prove ef-| 


fective lure for Easter weekenders 
seeking diversion in this resort 


area. 

Miss Smith has played the 
Roundup Room before, building up 
|good local following, and with 
‘reputation of Decca disks will | 
beckon tourists as_ well. She; 


| kneads double keyboard into faves 
|“Fiddle Faddle,” “Clair de lune,” 
ig Tennessee Waltz,” and a thump- 
'ing boogie-woogie. Tricks a bit, 
| performing chorus of “Parade of 
Wooden Soldiers,” sans hands with 
'foot pedaling, also left hand fin- 
'gering of “Wash That Man Right 
|Out of My Hair.” 


ry 


known, receives hefty mitts, also 
versions of “Beguine” and bolero 
“Andalucia.” 


Barry has found his proper room 
in Las Vegas. Expressive facial 
maneuvering and vocal galumph- 
‘ing has been lost elsewhere in 
more capacious surroundings. In 
this intimery, happily, he goes over 
big. Handles gags cleverly, socks 
over impreshes of Godfrey, Allen, 
and his Sam Spade satire. Panto 
of Italian sculptor moulding femme 
is used as encore. 

June Taylor Dancers contrib 
_ brace of productions for neat re- 





turns. uster Burnell, spotted 
| within the Taylor stanzas, taps 
‘opener, emcees okay, and_ in 


“Dames” climaxer uses song patter 
‘to bring on stunning femmes in 
' all-nations garb. 

Ted Fio Rito Orch does spirited 
_backgrounding for Ethel Smith and 
_keeps floor crowded for customer 
| dansapation. Will. 





Sans Souci. Miami B’ech 
(BLUE SAILS ROOM) 
Miami Beach, March 17. 

_ Successful switch from the 
Singing names fs_ being ac- 
complished here in booking of 
Romo Vincent, a comparative new 
face though he worked this sec- 
tor in ’44, who filled the room on 
| opening night. 
|. The rotund singing comedian 
holds them from walk-on via his 
genial approach and vocal talents, 
combined with mugging comedics. 
Opens with “It’s A Good Day” for 
solid results, following through 
with “I Want You To Come Over 
To My House,” impresh in dialect 
of Italiano who is the good-will 
type. Change of pace is set in 
zingy manner with characterization 
of porter on the B & O for nice 
returns. Another group of specials 
includes rhumba version of “Take 
It Easy,” “Lucy” and “Jose O'Neill, 
the Cuban Heel.” On for 40 minutes 
he holds them and has to beg off. 
to beg off. 

Manor and Mignon click in 
graceful terping. They’re a stand- 
ard in this room. Pupi Campo in- 
troes the acts neatly and with his 
orch does okay for customer dan- 
Sapation. Arne Barnett accomps 








| Vincent as though he'd played with 

‘him for years, instead of bein 
room. 

~ Lary. . 


| the lull pianist for the 


a 


personal appear- 


first | 
glance as unlikely a trio. of dames | 
‘to provide laughs as one is possible | 


“Tico Tico,” | 
tune for which she is perhaps best | 


, gine Spot normally leans heavily 


La Martinique, N. \ 


Johnny Conrad, Line (4) 
Mickey Deems, Jeri  Suillivay’ 
| Golden Gate Quartet, Pepito Lope: 
& Val Olman Orchs; $3.50 minis 


mum, 









| Top names are lacking on the 
current bill, but there is sufficient 
‘playing value for most tastes. The 
/Golden Gate Quartet closes a bil] 
that also includes songstress Jepj 
Sullivan, comic Mickey Deems and 
holdover hoofer Johnny Conrad 
plus four chorines. 

Deems is a young comic who 
,uses mostly material that is stand. 
(ard with most comedians. He 
underplays, and perhaps that’s a 
relief in itself, compared to the 
run of zomics who have a tendency 
to punch so hard that they wind 
j}up belting themselves. Deems has 
a couple of pieces of business that 
|get laughs; on the whole he has 
a pleasant manner but will have 
_to get material. 

Miss Sullivan, who will be re- 
membered for her intro of “Rum 
and Coca-Cola” some years ago, is 
possibly singing better than ever 
| before, which creates the thought 
|that how come this _ songstress 
'hasn’t gone further than she has 
|all these years. She has the voice, 
sings a ballad and rhythm number |) 
with equal facility, and combines 
phrasing with breath control to 
good advantage. Add to this a 
quiet, underplayed personality that 
| goes over, too. 

The Golden Gate Quartet, stand- 
ard foursome of harmonizers, do 
their usual recording hits, namely 
'such numbers as “Dry Bones,” 
| “Battle of Jericho,” and they like. 
wise click. 

Conrad combines standard hoof- 
‘ing with some ballet steps to break 
up the show's routining neatly. 
| Pepito Lopez’s Latin dansapators 
are socko for the patron hoofing, 
while Val Olman’s outfit does neat- 
ly on cutting the show. Kahn. 





Latin Quarter. Boston 
Boston, March 15. 
Pearl Bailey (2), Eddie & Tony, 
Patti & Freshmen (3), Arden 
Fletcher Girls (8), Dick Estes, 
Dave Lester Orch (9). Zarde Bros. 
Orch (5); minimum $3. 





Following several weeks of so- 
so bills the L. Q. bonifaces are 
smiling again, and the reason is 
the comic thrush, Pearl Bailey. ff 
While gal clicked neatly on her ; 
recent TV appearances she’s sock 
on a nitery floor where her assort- 
ment of asides, ad libs and indigo > 
‘material, delivered in her casual, [fF 
| throwaway style has the ringsiders 
yowling for more. 

Gal saunters onto the _ floor 
launching into a warmup spiel be- 
|fore vocalizing. As for her_treat- 
‘ment of “Fifteen Years and Still 
|Serving Time,” ‘Legalize My 
| Name” and the saucy “You Can't 
'Tell the Difference in the Dark” 
,She’s solid throughout, each num: 
| ber grabbing hefty returns. Inclu- 
/sion of some of the juicier lines 
| from Ethel Waters’ oldie, ‘Handy 
'Man” and hooked up lyrics of 
\“Diamonds are a_ Girl’s_ Best 
| Friend,” delivered while wander- 
ing through the audience is a show- 
stopper. Begs off with smash 
“There Must Be Something Better 
Than Love” for solid plaudits. 

Surrounding lineup is_ better 
than average, with Tony and Ed- 
die, a couple of zanies in yockful 
| stint of record pantoing. Eddie, a 
| paraplegic, works from a_ wheel- 
chair, a fact quickly overlooked 
_ due to his aping ability and boys 
score solidly with zany takeoffs of 
|Crosby_ and Mary Martin dueting 
“Wait Till the Sun Shines Nellie. 
_“Animal Crackers” and “Baby, It’s 
Cold Outside.” Tony grabs solo 
| spot aping Kathryn Grayson and 
| Eddie socks through with Beatrice 
Kay vocalizing “Lonesomest Gal 
_in Town.” Lads click strongly. 
| Patti Thomas and the Freshman, 
a gal and two boys, teeoff with 
‘sesh of vocalizing and _ terpings. 
Trio injects plenty of movement to 
stanza which aided by their fresh- 
ness and youthful good looks garn 
ers neat response. , 

A new Arden-Fletcher line is on 
hand with three neat production 
numbers aided vocally by spot’s 
new baritone, Dick Estes. Dave 
Lester batons backgrounds, alter: 
nating customer terping with 
Zarde Bros. orch. Biz very, 5008 

ie. 





































Biltmore Hotel. L. A- 
(BILTMORE BOWL) : 

Los Angeles, Feb. 26. 
Desi Arnaz Orch (15) with José 
Carioca and Marco Rizo, Gali Gali, 
Stan Kramer & Cor (3), Mata 
Monteria, Gene & Gwen Bari Trio; 

cover $1.50-$2. 


World problems and the rising 
cost-of-living index combine t? 
make booking a major headache 
at this downtown hotel spot, but 
manager Joe Faber may have at 
| amusement aspirin in this curren 











., (Continued .an page 50) 
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‘Sat. Night Canteen’ 


Finds Times Sq. 


Reviving Glamor Atmosphere for Gls 





By JOE COHEN + 


New York’s hotelmen in the 
Times Square area with the open- 
ing of the City of Fimesquare Sat- 
urday Night Canteen in the Ox- 
ford room of the Hotel Piccadilly, 
have provided the sole bit of war- 
time atmosphere in the city. The 
Saturday Night Canteen, a replica 
of the Stage Door Canteen which | 
operated during World War II, is | 


so far the only spot in town where | 


servicemen on the loose can get a| 
slice of the hospitality that was | 
extended to them during the late | 


} 





war. } 

Hostesses, dancing, entertain-| 
ment, eats and drinks (soft) are | 
freely available just as they were | 
during the era when the Stage | 
Door Canteen operated. So far, | 
there’s little competition for the 
GlI’s presence. Most other organ- 
izations that operated after Pearl 
Harbor haven’t started as yet. The 
hotelmen felt that there were 
enough soldiers on the loose to 
warrant a canteen where the 
youngsters could stay out of mis- 
chief on a Saturday night and 
where wholesome’ entertainment 
and terping with selected hostesses 
would be available. 


The bonifaces feel it’s a sound 





Simpson Elected Prexy Of 


Toronto Auditorium Assn. 


Toronto, March 20. 

S. G. Simpson, of the Masonic 
Auditorium, Toronto, has _ been 
elected president of the Auditori- 
um Owners & Operators Assn. 
Organization comprises operators 
in the province of Ontario. C. H. 
Kendall, of the Brant Inn, Burling- 
ton, was named veepee. 

Group’s board of directors will 
comprise seven operators includ- 
ing H. Law of the Arena, London, 
past president of the organization. 
Two auditors, J. Carolan, Colum- 
bus Hall, Toronto, and O. Dutton, 
Weondergrove, Hami!ton, were also 
elected. 


New L. A. Law 
Bans. Strippers 


Hollywood, March 20. 
American Guild of Variety Art- 





Dave Jonas Ankles Rosen 
To Set Up Own Agency 


Dave Jonas has resigned from 
the Matty Rosen agency to open 
his own office. He has been with 
that agency for several years, fol- 
lowing a tenure with the Music 
Corp. of America. 


Successor at the Rosen office 
hasn’t been named as yet. 


MCA Seen Inking 





As London Rep 


London, March 20. 


Problem of Music Corp. of 
America for representation in the 
| British variety field will be re- 
_solved with the expected inking of 
,a pact with the Charles Tucker 
| Agency of London within the next 
| few days. Deal calls for Tucker 
office to represent all MCA talent 
in England and in some Continen- 
| tal situations. 





MCA had previously attempted | 


| to buy out Leslie A. MacDonnel, 
i. partner in the Harry Foster 
| Agency of London. There was also 


| some talk that it was interested in 


|ists is mulling action to stall en-/| acquiring Reeves & Lamport, but 


investment, albeit a temporary one | forcement of a drastic new L. A.|none of these deals jelled. MCA, 


until the American Theatre Wing, | 
or a similar organization, gets go- 
ing. At this point, the hotelmen | 


County Ordinance which threatens 


|to throw about 100 performers out 


of work in a sweeping ban on bur- 


felt that a canteen must get start-| lesque and burlesque-type enter- 
ed if only to dispel the rep that tainment. Ordinance, which AGVA 
GI’s might get that New York is| charges was passed secretly with- 
a “cold town” and to keep the! out prior consultation with labor 
youngsters out of places where/| groups or even the sheriff's office, 
they might connect with some | is scheduled to take effect Friday 
trouble. | (23). 
500 Turned Away | AGVA Coast chief Eddie Rio 
Apparently, the idea is paying | Charges that the terms of the ordi- 
off. On the second Saturday the nance are so severe that the County 
spot was open, 500 were turned | Board of Supervisors can practi- 


|two years ago, offered to buy out 
Lew & Leslie Grade Agency of 
London for a reported $400,000. 
This office had been representing 
MCA talent shortly after the war, 


Deal With Tucker 


See New Start Towards ‘1-Card’ Union 
With 3-Union Control of Proser Cafe 





Air Force Base Wante Pix 
Names to Augment 


Special Services dept. at Larson 
Air Force Base, Moses Lake, Wash., 
is set to preem a musical, “Winged 
Caravan,” May 6. Base plans at 
least three such productions if the 
first is successful. 

The Special Services dept. will 
| attempt to get screen personalities 
|to appear in conjunction with the 
show. They’re contacting the Co- 
ordinating Committee of the Screen 
Actors Guild to get the cuffo 
guests. 


Josephine Baker's: 
10-116 & % Terms 


Josephine Baker’s business at 
the Broadway Strand, continues on 
|high level with the week’s session 
iclimbing up to $55,000. She has 
‘been hit very little by the video- 
‘casting of the Kefauver Senate 
‘Crime _ Investigating Committee 
| which has hurt most N. Y. box- 
| offices. 

There has been some discussion 
'of a return date at the Strand in 
October, but no deal has been con- 
'summated. Miss Baker is asking 











but terminated shortly after the bid for new terms comparable to what 


* Some theatrical union officials 


| feel that a new start has been made 
| toward a “one-card” union with a 


Shows. decision handed down Monday (19) 


'by the Associated Actors and 
| Artistes of America that jurisdic- 
‘tion of Monte Proser’s Cafe The- 
'atre, N. Y., must go to the Amer- 
,ican Guild of Variety Artists. How- 
ever, the 4A’s recommended that 
ithe joint Actors Equity-Chorus 
Equity and AGVA administration 
| continue to June 1, or when the 
|current show closes, whichever 
| comes first. 

| The 4A’s also recommended that 
|some changes still to be worked 
| out be made regarding admission 
of performers to AGVA or Equity 
|so that a cast member would not 
| have to joint another union, and 
| that a scale of agency commissions 
| be worked out. 


| Recommendation for continued 
|partnership among the affected 
' unions is regarded as the most solid 

wedge yet presented for the for- 

mation of a “one card” union of 
‘all the 4A’s affiliates. There was 
| frequent talk of an amalgamated 
|setup at the 4A’s confab, and rec- 
| ommendation of continued partner- 
‘ship in this field is regarded as a 
| possible model for extended coop- 
|eration among unions in other op- 
/erations. The 4A’s in its’ decision 
| emphasized that this settlement will 
Serve as a guide for the solution 
\of other borderline jurisdictional 
| cases. 


Because of the terms of the sete 








away by 9 p.m. The hotelmen feel, Cally dictate the apparel habits of 
that they could fill up Madison 
Square Garden, but there’s little | 
possibility of enlarging facilities at | 
this time. 

A visit to the Saturday Night | 
Canteen is reminiscent of an eve-| 
ning at its World War II counter-' 
parts in New York and Hollywood 
—except that the glamor of the 
former is missing. The prominent 
stage and screen personalities and 
top politicos haven’t yet come into 
the operation, to act as servitors, 
but a start has been made in that 
direction. Actors are volunteering 
entertainment for free. On the 
second night’ of its operation, 
Benny Fields, Frankie Albertson, 
illustrators Russell Patterson and 
Bob Dunn, Four Jacks & a Jill, 
Toni Bari and others entertained. 
N. Y. Herald Tribune columnist Hy 
Gardner, chairman of the Canteen 
committee, emcees the show, and | 
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Hub AGVA Unit Nominates — 
Delegates to Convention 


Boston, March 20. 


At the bi-monthly meeting of 
local American Guild of Variety 
Artists held last week at the Hotel 
Bradford the following members 
were nominated as delegates to the 
National Convention skedded for 
June 7 in Los Angeles: Danny 
Creeden, Billy Stone, Charles Brett, 
Billy Parker and Larry Lawrence. 
Names have been submitted to the 
National Board for approval. 

Elected to the Boston Branch Ex- 
ecutive Committee were: Danny 
Creedon, Charles Rozella, Charlie 
Brett, Russ Sabbey, Larry Law- 
rence, Flo Morris and Dick Saud- 
ners with Nettie Jackson, Billy 
Stone, Manny Williams and Amby 
Hughes as alternates. 


Also announced by Ralph Mor- 
gan, local topper, was the skedding 
of a meeting with Theatrical 
Agents of N. E.’s Board of Direc- 
tors to discuss granting of 1951 
franchises. Confab will be held 
Thursday (22) with Vic Connors 
of national AGVA, attending. 


Fairmont Hotel, S.F., 


Resuming Floorshows 


San Francisco, March 20. 
Fairmont hotel, which dropped | 
floorshows in Venetian Room last , 
Summer, resumes them March 27 
with Mills Bros. headlining. They're 
in for three weeks at $3,500 per 
frame and will be followed by Lena | 
orne. 
Jimmy Dorsey band has been set | 
for May 8 at reported $5,000 weekly. ! 














| 


local residents. Wording prohibits 
wearing of a mask, or costume or 
clothing of the opposite sex in any 
public place. Strict interpretation, 
AGVA claims, could mean a wom- 
an could be arrested for wearing 
jeans. 

Approximately 15 spots, located 
within county territory, would be 
affected by this measure—includ- 
ing Ciro’s if Lili St. Cyr continues 
her current stand at the swank 


Strip spot beyond the effective | 


date. 

AGVA had expected some effort 
to pass a measure regulating rou- 
tines and costumes which breached 
bad taste and had offered its as- 
sistance in this direction. How- 
ever, the County Board of Super- 
visors ignored requests that AGVA 
be permitted to attend the hearing 
at which the ordinance was passed. 

Talent union is expected to make 


'a protest on the grounds that the 


ordinance’s ban on strippers and 
femme impersonators constitutes. 
“discrimination” against one phase 
of the entertainment industry. Or- 
dinance would force the closing of 
many spots and probably 400 per- 


!sons, in addition to talent, would | 


be thrown out of work. 

AGVA also is investigating re- 
ports that some spots already have 
been threatened by police officers 
who warned that under the terms 
of the regulation they would see to 
it that entertainment licenses 
would either be c:.ncelled or not 
renewed. 





RUSTIC CABIN, N. J., 


TRYING NEW FORMAT 


The Rustic Cabin, Englewood 
Cliffs, N. J., will go into an ex- 
perimental act policy starting April 
3 for two weeks. Spot has been 
on a band format, and with poor 
business, except on weekends, is 
attempting switch in order to hypo 
biz in early part of week. 

Cab Calloway, plus a few other 
acts, still to be pacted, will inaug- 
urate the policy. Idea is to recre- 
ate the old Cotton Club atmos- 
phere. If the idea clicks, Rustic 
Cabin will use more talent layouts. 

Dancing policy will continue with 
Calloway on the stand. 





Curtis Joins Grade N.Y. Agcy. 

Jimmy Curtis has joined the Lew 
& Leslie Grade agency’s N. Y. 
office. He will work in the thea- 
tre and cafe dept. under Eddie 
Elkort. e 

Curtis was formerly with Charlie 
Allen, who operated a talent agen- 
cy under Alan Corelli. Latter re- 
cently folded. 


| to buy out was turned down. 


Tucker is one of the leading 
vaude agents in Lonucn. He’s a 
former American who has been 
here for many years. 


Pitt Casino Back to Burles 
After Vaude Fails-to Click 


Pittsburgh, March 20. 
Casino theatre will return to 











| burlesque Monday (26) when it re- | 
opens after a two-week shutdown. | 


'Effort to put vaude over at this 
house failed to work and policy was 


burlesk with variety acts, but man- 
agement couldn’t sell the combi- 
| nation. 

For a while C..sino had consid- 


pletely and going in for vaude ex- 


ccuple of weeks. When trade began 
to decline steadily, however, the- 
atre decided to stick to burlesk, 
which George Jaffe, who owns and 
| operates house, has run around 
| here for more than 30 years. With 
‘resumption of regular touring units 
| Lyle Page comes in as producer 
‘and director of the house chorus 
| numbers. He replaces Natalie Car- 
' tier. 








Ethel Waters’ Vaude Dates 
With Closing of Legiter 


Ethel Waters will play some 
| vaude dates now that “Member of 
‘the Wedding,” Broadway legit in 
| which she starred, folded Saturday 
'(17) night. She’s set for the 
Oriental theatre, Chicago, for the 
‘end of June or early July. 

| Miss Waters is expected to piay 
| cafe dates previous to Chicago en- 
gagement. 





'she’s getting in engagements sub- | tlement, Proser will not get a re- 
' sequent to the Strand. She opens + duced pay scale, nor will any work- 
‘at the Chicago theatre, Chicago, |ing conditions in the cafe be 
| April 6 for two weeks at $10,000 | changed during the run of “Billion 
and $11,000 (28 or 29 shows a/ Dollar Baby,” first production at 
| week), with overages of $120,000 that spot. Minimums call for 
(on the two weeks. Ned Schuyler, | $112.50 for chorus, and principals 
'Miss Baker’s personal manager, is | getting under $400 must work a 
' seeking similar terms for a return | six-day week. Scale in other Class 


dropped after little more than a: 
month. Casino had tried to combine | 


ered dropping wheel shows com-| 


clusively, but that was right after | 
the original impetus during first | 


One odd feature of Miss Baker’s 
Strand stand lies in the fact that 
/ She has been extended for three 
days to compensate for the two 
| days she lost last week due to 
a throat ailment. She’ll wind up 
in New York, Sunday (25) and 
‘open the following day at the 
Earle, Philadelphia, for six days 
and will wind up her four week 
contract with Warner Bros. at the 
Stanley, Catfmden, for one day, 
|April 1. Her Monday opening in 
| Philadelphia, points up the fact 


| Strand engagement. 


'that theatre operators will shift 
opening days to any day of the 
week to accommodate headliners. 

Theatre’s gross dropped terrifi- 
cally when Miss Baker was out 
Sunday and Monday. It’s estimated 
that she lost $8,000 on overages 
because of her throat ailment. 
Week’s gross dipped to $48.000. 
Miss Baker was* booked at the 
Strand for $7,500 guarantee, with 
overages at $55,000 for the first 
week, $46,000 for the second and 
$35,000 for the third. She will 
have collected around $36,000 for 
her three aveeks work there. 

Miss Baker, after playing Chi- 
cago, has another theatre date at 
the Fox, Detroit, May 4, where 
she’s getting $10,000 for 28 shows 
plus a 50% split over $47,500. 
Contract specifies that if she plays 
29 displays during the engagement, 
guarantee goes to $11,000. 

Two cafe dates have been lined 
up. She’s set for the Town Casino, 
Buffalo, April 23 and is slated to 
'go into the Latin Quarter, Boston, 
'May 13. 








Washington, March 20. 

The American Guild of Variety 
Artists was assured by the Joint 
| Senate and House Committee ho!d- 
ing hearings on the Celler and Mc- 
Carran immigration bills, that the 
new bill would take care of it: re- 
quest that only talent of unusual 
merit would be permitted to enter 
this country. 





nors, head of the AGVA outdoor 
division, and Henr Katz, AGVA’s 
resident counsel, that the bill 
would permit temporary visas for 
‘aliens of “distinguished merit and 
ability” to perform in this country. 
' Committee also told the union that 
sharper teeth in this section would 
| be contained in the portion of the 





It was pointed out to Vie Con-, 


Performer Union Assured New Bill 
Will Stem Flow of Alien Acts to U.S. 


bill which specifies that the Attor- 
,ney General shall rule upon the 
| necessity of importing aliens for 
‘specific purposes. A.torney General 
will rule after the prospective em- 
ployer makes application to that 
office. In this way it’s believed that 
the union will have a safeguard 
against wholesale importation of 
_ talent which deprives U. S. acts of 
work. ; 
The bills introduced by Rep. Cel- 
ler (D.-N. Y.) and Sen. McCarran 
would invalidate previous immigra- 
tion laws. With revisions would go 
the clause which excludes alien 
musicians. Under the new law, 
U. S. musicians would have to rely 
_on the same provisions that would 
exclude alien performers. 





|A cafes calls for $75 for chorus 
|and $100 for principals, although 
|top spots must pay more to get 
| the kind of line and talent it wants. 


Proser declared he would like to 
| cast a road company of this show 
| to play out-of-town cafes, but it’s 
|impossible under the joint juris- 
| diction setup. 

The settlement is to be voted 
| upon by the AGVA, Equity and CE 
| boards. 


‘Another French Talent 
Invasion of N.Y. Cafes 


New York cafe operators are 
polishing their best French accents 
these days. The spring nitery sea- 
son is preparing for one of the 
biggest showcasing of Gallic talent 
in many years. 


Already set are Lucienne Boyer, 
coming into the Versailles for the 
next show; Marjane at Monte 
Proser’s La Vie En Rose Sunday 
(25), with Henri Salvador slated for 
a future show at that spot. The 
Latin Quarter is also prepping a 
| French revue which will have a 
|line of imported French can-can 
girls. Mistinguett is set for La 
Martinique April 12. 


Dario, La Martinique’s operator, 
| took off for Montreal Monday (19) 
| to gander French talent current in 
| the Montreal niteries, and will buy 
| other imports he feels acceptable 
to U S. audiences. 

_ New York nitery owners go on 
_French binges periodically, gen- 
erally at a time when they run 
out of domestic headliners, and 
must rely on fresh talent to hypo 
trade. 

The Gallics generally have done 
| well in N. Y. spots. Edith Piaf has 
_been a top attraction for the Ver- 
'sailles. She’s' garnered sellout 
‘business during longruns at the 
‘spot. Jean Sablon, who recently 
; wound up a stand at the Persian 
Room of the Plaza hotel, also pulled 
in better than usual business. Miss 
Boyer, similarly has done well in 
most cases. 

One of the strongpoints of the 
trade lured by these Continental 
acts is that many are wine drink- 
ers and tabs are generally size- 
able. 

Another factor favoring the 
French acts is their ability to pull 
in a fresh crowd of cafegoers in- 
cluding those in New York’s large 
French colony and the United Na- 
tions personnel. The UN staffers 
‘are especially in evidence in these 
‘spots since most are proficient at 
that language, French being the 
‘classic tongue of the diplomacy. 
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Biltmore Hotel. L. A. 


on the tourist ‘rade since the Bilt- | 


more is too far from the residential 


areas to lure any large percentage | 


oi the  free-spending localites. 
Now, with Southern California 
tourist trade on at least a partial 
decline, Faber is hoping to woo 
some of the Hollywoodites and is 
pinning most of his hopes on Desi 
Arnaz, in for an eight-week stint. 

Arnaz paces this 70-minute lay- 
out, and doubles between show 
and stick-waving stints. Within the 
show framework, he emcees ¢Cas- 
ually, tosses off a mild joke or 


two and gets in some okay song | 


stuff. He works closely with his 
audience on such stuff as ‘‘The 
Cuban Cabbie” and winds up ful- 
filling the inevitable requests for 
“Babalu” for a bongo-banging 
finale in which th’ entire musi- 
crew joins. In between he works 
with sock guitarist Joe Carioca and 
gets some effective backing at the 
piano from Marco Rizo. Since the 
orchestra is around most of the 
evening, however, at 
number could be trimmed from the 
floorshow offerihg. 

Another repeat date at the Bowl 
is being played by Gali Gali, who 
runs through his standard bag of 
tricks with his usual aplomb. 
Prestidigitation is smooth and 
shcwmanly and the foils he draws 
from the audience serve their pur- | 
pose well as the Egyptian magicker 
reaps a harvest from his manipu- 
lations with coins and chicks, the 
small feathered kind. Napkin-wav- 
ing finale still serves as a laugh- 
drawing beg-off. 

Marionette troupe of Stan: 
Kramer & Co. gives the show a/| 
strong closing with  haif-a-dozen 
quick, effective routines. Manipu-, 
lation is expert and its dished with | 
a canny salesmanship that pays | 
off. Special effects including smok- | 
ing dolls and luminous, costumes | 
enhance good Bill Robinson, Car- | 
men Miranda and “Lost Weekend” | 
r. itines and Kramer is joined by | 
his parents for an okay cakewalk | 
finale featuring three marionettes. | 


Mata Monteria’s show-opening | 
stint is more noteworthy for her | 
dexterity with the finger-cymbals 
and castanets than her footwork. | 


Between sets Faber has the Gene 


ht Club Revues 


t Continued from page 48 a 


+Edmundo- Ros 


| 
| 


| 
| 


}and Gwen Bari Trio providing an| 
| effective instrumental fill-in to ap-| 
pease the terpsichorean | 
ap. 











Havana Madrid, N. Y. 

Jimmy Casanova, Nina Dova, 
| Aennchen Dancers (3), Pablo &' 
| Marina, Anita de Castro, Bartolo 
Orchestras; $3, $3.50 minimums. 








The Havana-Madrid show is 
somewhat reminiscent of the type 
|of display that prevailed at that 
|spot many years ago when this | 
|cafe was still something different 
|from the orthodox run of niteries. | 

The acts current are all new-| 
comers to the Stem and are further 
described under New Acts. There’s 
good color in this display and it 
plays well generally. Show marks , 
the Broadway bow of Jimmy Casa-} 
nova, a comic along Leo De Lyon | 
"lines, who has material for both | 
theatres and cafes. At present he 
seems too tense, but this can be 
easily remedied. Nina Dova sings 
okay and completing the lineup 


least one/| are the Aennchen Dancers (3) and | 


Pablo & Marina. The six girl line 
has a pair of good routines. 

Anita De Castro and Bartolo 
head the rhumba_ orchs _ for 


dansapation. Jose. | 





Bagatelle, London | 
London, March 13. 
Lipton, Ronnie Selbie, 
Rhumba _ Band, 
Arnold Bailey Swintet; minimum 

$4.50. 


Celia 





Celia Lipton, musicomedy star, | 


‘brings her versatility into this May- | 


fair cafe for socko reception. 

The chanteuse is not restricted 
to the singing of conventional hits, 
but also is a talented impressionist. 
Her takeoffs of Katherine Hepburn 
and Bette Davis in ‘Thanks for | 
the Memory” duet, registers. | 

As a vocalist, Miss Lipton 
changes style and mood on her 
numbers. Her opening “It’s a Great 
Day,” done in a vivacious and 
buoyant style is followed by an 
original and sophisticated—but too 
theatrical—lyric. Then in more} 
sentimental style- she socks over 





with “Paris Wake Up and Smile” | formed in whirlwind fashion and the -« Continentals 


and “I Love the Guy.” But it’s the) 
numbers in lighter vein that reg-'! 


| dolls 


lister best, like “Diamonds Are a 


Girl’s Best Friend” and “It’s Only 
for Americans.” 


bring down the house as usual 
when they turn loose their infec- 
tious brand of New Orleans rhy- 


Ronnie Selby’s piano accompani-; thm. They open in chorus, pass the 


ment is tops and the Arnold Bailey 


solos around and display plenty 


Swingtet offer the background mu-|of jazzy drive on such tunes as 


sic. In addition, the Edmundo Ros 


Rhuma outfit alternates on the) 


dance music. Myro. 





Roosevelt Hotel, N. O. 
(BLUE ROOM) 
New Orleans, March 16. 
Henry Busse Orch (16), Walton 


& O'Rourke, Warner & McGuire, | 


Jean LaFlotte, Chuck Verges, 
Sharkey & Kings of Dixieland (6); 
$2.50 minimum. 





Henry Busse and his “shuffling 
rhythm” crew spark a fast-paced, 
socko show with ingredients to 
satisfy all tastes. 

Busse, whose muted trumpet has 
made him a favorite of long stand- 
ing here, dispenses an excellent 
brand of sweet and zingy tunes 
marked with a distinctive and in- 
fectious rhythm beat that identi- 
fies his band. ; 

Dancers find the aggregation 
plenty groovey and those who take 


‘their music sitting down also find 


it pleasant. 


The Busse outfit not only has, 


the chore of playing for the acts, 
but makes some outstanding vocal 
and musical contributions of its 
own. The group tees off with a 
medley from “South Pacific,” with 
the vocals in the capable hands of 
Chuck Verges, a bandsman with 
nice pipes. 

Busse wisely left the _ tail-gate 


irambling to Sharkey and his “best 


little band in the land,” featyred 
again as a special attraction. 
Topping the acts are Walton and 
O'Rourke, top puppeteers.’ Their 
are practically lifelike in 
their movements and talk (through 
their masters). Team trots out a 
couple of rhumba dancing skele- 
tons, a “lazy bones” ebony-hued 
character, a bosomy dame on a 
binge “and a piano-playing Cab 


have a topflight turn. 


municable zest, win plenty of palm- 


and smoothly executed routines. 
Jean LaFlotte’s 
bicycles and unicycles are per-| 


“When the Saints Go Marchin’ In,” 
“Clarinet Marmalade” and others. 
His Negro dance team again score 
with their grimaces, songs and fast 
tapping. Busse band joins Shark- 
ey’s crew in a rousing finale to 
close the show in a blaze of action 
and rhythm that leaves the crowd 
in high spirits. 
Capacity biz when ais 7) 
Wz, 








| 
Chateau Madrid. N. Y. 
Monica Boyar, Fausto Curbello 
Orch, Continentals; no cover no 
minimum. 





Angel Lopez, who formerly 


operated the Havana-Madrid, has, 


returned to the cafe scene with 
the opening of the Chateau Madrid. 
It’s a different type of operation 
from that which Lopez has been 
accustomed to. It’s one that makes 
| the nightclub operation an adjunct 
of a straight eatery. Spot will 


' serve lunches and dinners and it’s 
|expected that by the 
irhumba bands come on at 10 p.m., 
'the crowd that hoped to avoid the 
|2C% entertainment tax will be 
|tempted to linger longer. 


| Littman, has a tastefully decored 
ispot that faintly suggests a Latin 
| motif. The opening night (10), the 
|green crew just didn’t know how 
| to handle the lights, but that will 
| be corrected for subsequent show- 
ings. Spot is well located in the 
| Hotel Wyndham and has a chance 
of getting some of the smart east- 
side trade. 


| Sole act on the bill is Monica 


| Boyar, a sultry songstress, who has | dubbed “Stop the Music Revue,” in 
| done well in the intimeries. Miss | neat tiein with headliner’s former 
Calloway and blues singer. They | Boyar has an excellent collection | ABC radio show. 
’ 'of calypso music as well as other; Three Redheads, 
Warner and McGuire, a couple tunes and gives most of them pashy | Dansations and numerous vocal and 
|of kids who not only dance well | treatment. It looks like she'll be |terp soloists, lavish production is 
but have an easy and happy com-; able to deliver in this spot, once a solid click. 
. {the roughspots on the operation | 

pounding from tableholders. The | are smoothed out. Some of her: 
clever, agile duo perform energetic | Numbers aren't particularly suited 


|to the setup, but when she does 


acrobatics on the calypso she garners top mitts. | 


The Fausto Curbello band and 
supply good 


click. solidly. | dansapation for the rhumba ad- 


Sharkey and his 


aggregation : dicts. 


Jose. | 


time the! 


Lopez, in partnership with Dave | 


, with “Nevertheless,” segues into 


—$_., 
Cafe Society, N. y, 
‘i ~ ocean) 
nn Hathaway, who h 
at this downtown nitery’ beree® 
replaces Rose Murphy, teaming 
with Arthur Blake, impersonato 
\a Penge ming holdover. New to the 
setup, also, is Sammy Benski 
his orch. Miss Hathaway, pd 
in a white, form-fitting gown, whieh 
|She discards later to reveal whit 
overalls for a rural number. puts 
‘over her songs in a Satisfactory 
e Warbi it 
arbler’s sultry voice mate 
her s.a., both of which she delivers 
to good returns. Strictly on the 
| basis of comparison, however, her 
{feminine appeal and ease of de- 
| livery outshine her vocal qualities 
“Everything I Have Is Yours” reo. 
_isters solidly, as do “Let's Try 
| Again” and “It’s Do Do Do.” Good 
/ novelty number is “Whistling in 
the Trees.” Singer also clicks with 
an encore, “ ’Swonderful.” 
Arthur Blake continues to stir 
up audience bedlam with his im. 
| personations. Routines follow the 
| pattern of his long engagement, 
few new Personalities 





iwith a 
brought in, including Ethel Barry. 
more and Jose Ferrer. : 
; Sammy Benskin and his sepian 
, quartet supply musical accompani- 
ment adequately. Hot rendition of 
“Pennies from Heaven” and 
“After You're Gone’. by trumpet 
and saxophone g¢ts the show off 
to a good start. Alst. 


| Thunderbird, Las Vegas 
| (NAVAJO ROOM) ; 

| Las Vegas, Mar. 15. 

| _ Kay Armen, 3 Redheads, Barney 
Rawlings, Kathryn Duffy Dansa- 
|tions (8), Beverly Richards, Nor. 
| mandie Boys (3), Harry Frohman, 
| Al Jahns Orch (12); no cover, 
‘no minimum. 
| One of best layouts ever assem: 
bled in this room is top production 
‘built around thrush Kay Armen, 





Also framing 
Kathryn Duffy 


Miss Armen in simplified song 
routine, builds for a begoff. Opens 


torchy “Just Say I Love Him,” to 
round off first set in lusty version 
of “St. Louis Blues,” with sock 
backgrounding by Al Jahn’s orch, 
Intime set with her accompanist 


(Continued on page 52) 
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DANCING LEAD 





Pittsburgh 
“Brightest spot on this show 


Smith TV shows. 


that brought a boff mitt.” 





Jackie Heller’s Carousel 


Len Litman. 
BILLBOARD, MARCH 10, 1951 


RECENT T.V. GU 


FORD STAR REVUE 
KATE SMITH 


is 
dancer Earl Barton, who has STAR TIME 


i come home after scoring on the 
This Is Show Business and Kate 
Youngster, 
who lives in the same neighbor- 
hood that spawned Gene Kelly, 
may some day be the dancer 
to take his place when Kelly 
realizes his long ambition to be 
a director. Barton is an expert 
technician, has a good talking 
voice in introducing his num- 
bers and does a sock terp turn 


HOLIDAY HOTEL 
BILL 












NOON 





EARL 
BARTON 


“A NEW THRILL IN DANCING” 


“BROADWAY OPEN HOUSE” (T.V.) 
MONDAY and WEDNESDAY 


EST APPEARANCES 


TONI TWIN TIME 
MOHAWK SHOWROOM 
CAVALCADE OF BANDS 


THIS IS SHOW BUSINESS FRANK SINATRA 


CAVALCADE OF STARS 
SLATER 


Exclusive Management 


KENNETH LATER AGENCY 


Warwick Hotel, Mezzanine Floor 


New York 19, N. Y. 
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Publici 


JOHN 
CARROLL 





Personal Management: NED SCHUYLER 


Arlington Hotel, Miami Beach, Fia. 


ty: CURT WEINBERG 
155 East 52nd Street, New York 





WALTER WINCHELL, says: 


“John Carroll of the films (making his debut in a night 
place) scored tremendously with his robust and expertly 
routined vocals.” 


* * * * * * * * 


PAUL M. BRUUN......... 
THE FLORIDA SUN 


The first instance this year was Josephine Baker, whom 
Ned Schuyler discovered and brought back to the United 
States and last night, for the second time this year, and by 
the same impresario, an entertainment-loaded atomic bomb 
struck the stage of Copa City, in the form of one John Car- 
roll, motion picture star. 

This is the kind of material and the kind of a voice sung 
by the kind of a man with a heart and a soul which makes 
for the extraordinary, for those once-in-a-lifetime thrills 
for a calloused columnist who has grown immune to practi- 
cally everything. You realize that here is a voice and a 
heart you want everybody to experience and to enjoy. Care 
roll began as an experiment and became, within a few 
brief songs an experience. © 

It isn’t too fantastic that when others have had an op- 
portunity to hear John Carroll pour out his soul with his 
magnificent voice, that a Broadway show will find him and 
Hollywood can then awaken and DISCOVER him all over 
again. 


* * * * * er * 


GEORGE BOURKE 
THE MIAMI HERALD 


It is John’s first nitery date—if you disqualify a warm- 
up stand at the Shamrock in Houston a few weeks ago— 
and you want to be in on the debut. 


So you hit the Copa at midnight and find the lobby 
jammed with the show folks. Ned Schuyler, co-owner with 
Murray Weinger, of the establishment is on hand, as rare 
a happening as finding Arthur Murray at one of his own 
dance emporiums. 


And it is only proper that Schuyler should be on hand. 
The beach hotel owner has taken over Carroll’s career as 
a night club singer and hopes to duplicate the success he 
just. achieved with Josephine Baker who has just been 
booked into a Chicago theatre at an $18,000 a week plus 
percentage. 


Despite a case of virus and a fever of 102 Carroll goes 
on for his late show and is declared “in” by such an ex- 
pert at talent rating as Walter Winchell, who garners 
applause which surpassed even that of the stars when in- 
troduced. 


Carroll reveals the best male voice by far that we’ve 
heard yet in Copa City. Truly terrific are the words for his 
offerings of “Set My People Free” and “Old Man River” 
while his less heroic and more romantic numbers simply 
sizzle. A second Tony Martin some term him—we prefer 
to rate him a new John Carroll! 


* * 7 * * * + * 


VARIETY 
Wednesday, March 14, 1951 


This is John Carroll’s second major cafe date, and 
from the manner in which he sockoed, much as did Joseph- 
ine Baker in her recenet appearance at this showcase (in- 
cidentally both Miss Baker and Carroll are under personal 
management of Ned Schuyler, co-owner of spot) he adds 
up as another potent. “new” face for the class bistros, pres- 
entation houses and definitely for video. 


The Hollywoodian utilizes an easy, full projection of a 
wide ranging baritone that, at times, attains operatic quali- 
ties. With it, he brings a modesty that wins his listeners 
from walkon, and when he belts out hisefirst number to 
reveal the strong pipes, the reception is thunderous. Has 
trimmed his intro talk to a minimum for added effect 
when offering a carefully and intelligently blended series 
of offerings. 

What adds to his potency is a dramatic sense that adds 
values to his serious numbers. 

He’s a plus new personality for hotels, theatres and 
niteries. His sock voice, plus the promotional possibilities 
angled on his screen rep, make him visually and vocally 
a strong TV bet, too. Lary. 
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Night Club Reviews 


Continued from page 50 


‘ terrif bet for teevee. With unusual 
Harry Frohman reveals poignancy! songology and  instrumentalism, 
in balladeering of 
When.” 
contrasts with orch assist flavor-| climaxing with “Little Bit of Corn 


some “All My Love.” Then “Man! Born in All of Us,” featuring Red | 
banjoing. | 
' Owners 


I Love,” “Blue Moon” and “Did! Robinson’s humorous 
Your Mother Come From Ireland”! “Cumana” spots solid 88ing by 
for boffo windup. | Saul Striks; “tate and Loves of 
'Mervin” is clever production 

Redheads, here last ene, | ak based on “Walter Mitty” 
|and Major Short’s miming. Re- 
create “Lil Abner” in song patter 
tongue-cheeking the Yokum_ boy 
















_— ae 
...Touch.. 


Bow off with hilarious quickie 
“Penguin” for an ovation. — ; 

Kathryn Duffy. Dansations in 
three production numbers are a 
nifty asset. “Easter Parade” is 
‘visual and aural’ delight with 


« 9 alee eee 


“Where Or/ opener “Uranium 235” is commen- | ) : 
“ ” -; |months ago, with Ben Pollack’s 
Tennessee Waltz,” and/tary on atom age versus old days, | combo, but foundered, bringing on 





.. -Genius., 











GEORGE SHEARING 


Quintette 


Currently 
COLONIAL CLUB 
Toronto, Can. 


Opening Mar. 23 te Apr. § 
BLUE NOTE, CHICAGO 


SHAW ARTISTS CORPORATION 
565 Fifth Ave., New York 20 














FOSTER AGENCY, LONDON, 


Presents 





Returning to 
London, 
1951—Opening 
Savoy Hotel 


American Representative 


May, | 


Barney Rawlings and Beverly Rich- 
ards dueting the Berlin tune, as- 
sisted by Normandie Boys vocals 
and Sheri Scott’s terp solo. “Lucky 
Me” is contrived as intro to Kay 
Armen—clever, -fast-paced_ chore- 
ography encasing soloists Christina 
Carson and Joy Walker. Finale. 
gorgeous staging of “Sweethearts” 
returns Beverly Richards. Barney 
Rawlings & Co. in warbling and 
Christina Carson’s fine toeterpery 
fling. 

Al Jahns Orch backs to perfec- 
tion. Will. 


| Rustie Cabin. N. J. 
(ENGLEWOOD CLIFFS) 

Claude Thornhill Orch 

| George Shearing Quintet; 

minimum. 


} 
| 


(14), 
$2.50 





For those whose dish is piano 
virtuosi, Claude Thornhill and 
George Shearing are more than 
adequate. Their fingerwork on the 
Steinway is firstrate. But whether 
it’s boxoffice at this spacious road- 
side spot-on Route 9W a few miles 
north of the George Washington 
Bridge is another matter. 

Despite ads in several New York 
dailies as well as an extensive plug 
tie-in with a flock of metropolitan 
area disk jockeys, business was de- 
cidedly light following the bands’ 
opening last Tuesday night (12). 
Part of the onus may be laid to 
ithe usual pre-Easter slump. 
| On the other hand, the nights 
|really haven’t warmed up suffi- 
ciently yet to tempt motorists over 
the bridge since the major portion 





WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY of the Rustic Cabin’s trade comes 


'from New York rather than New 
| Jersey. Spring, and the accompany- 
‘ing rise in weekday traveling, may 
| bring back those “lost” customers. 
' Thornhill, 











he’s displayed since first coming 
to the fore at the old Glen Island 





|than 10-years ago. Those distinc- 


PATRICE 


HELENE and HOWARD 


MORTON DOWNEY || 
SHOW — TV 


JAN 


/are still part and parcel of the 

| combo. ; 
Shearing Quintet, 

been building on the M-G-M label, 


-its maestro. Instrumentation 
| ecludes electric guitar, vibes, drum 
‘and string bass aside from the 
/ piano. Small outfit is a master of 
‘improvisation and its style tends 
to be more suited for listening 
than dancing. Shearing’s concerty 
interpretation of “Claire de Lune,” 
‘for example, gets solid attention 

















JIMMIE HUSSON 
‘“‘Mister Everybody”’ 


Currently: (CLUB DATES) 

March 21—FLINT, MICHIGAN 
March 22—PALMER HOUSE, CHI. 
March 23—SIOUX FALLS, S. D. 


ters. 
While the Cabin seats around 


from the small group of table sit- | jyrie content. She seems partial 


March 24—CONGRESS HOTEL, CHI. 
March 25—MORRISON HOTEL, CHI. 


950 customers, its accoustics are , 


fairly good for a room of this size. 


‘Moreover, since Bill Levine took 


March 26—MILWAUKEE over the premises more than a 


March 27—GRAND RAPIDS, MICH. 


reaches have been slightly elevated 


(My sincere thanks to Art Goldsmith, by raising the floor. It’s a step 


Doris Hurtig, Irving Grossman). 








into the vast arena. Gilb 




















“TRIXIE” and ESCO LaRUE 


Juggling Star Comedian 


“ICE CAPADES OF 1951” 


CHICAGO ARENA, March 15-28 


Booked Solid Until June 1 
Direction: WILLIAM MORRIS 





SEE TRIXIE ON “SUPER CIRCUS” 
ABC-TV, MARCH 25 














| 


Club Bayou, Hollwwood | Nineties provides a fine finale that 


Hollywood, March 15. 
Sherrell Sisters (2), Phil Moody, 


‘Beverly Alber, Larry Maddi Orch 


| 


Thunderbird, Las Vegas | return with more surety. Trio | 2 last week, was a showcase for 


' Dixieland bands. 


(4); no minimum, no cover, 





This Sunset Strip spot, until 


The two-beat 
policy got off to a good start five 


a one-beer only, feet-on-the-table 
following and a $10,000 deficit. 


| 
| 
| 


effect. Weak spot is his “Nothing 
Rose Stanman and Sam) 


Rittenberg have made what looks | 


like a smart switch to a straight 


| variety format. 


with Red Robinson  cornballing. | 


‘have cleffed 


with five reed, five; 
‘brass, three rhythm and a French | 
horn, retains the same basic style | 


Casino in New Rochelle, N. Y. more: 


|tive arrangements that feature the | 
! leader’s piano and versatile tempos | 


Phil Moody sparks the proceed- 
ings with some keyboard ramblings 
on Rodgers and Hart, Gershwin, 
Porter, et al. Beverly Alber 
moves her show tunes down trom 
the hillside Cafe, Gala to the deuce 


using such numbers as “Mattinata”’ 


earns a resounding response. 

Met opera tenor Felix Knight 
handles the vocals for the layout, 
leaning heavily on the standard 
and long-hair departments. Sole 
currently popular item in his rep- 
ertoire is “Be My Love” which he 
polishes off neatly, making good 
use of a fine tenor voice. Singer 
has an ease of manner that permits 





and “La Donna E Mobile” to good | 


Like a Dame” number which isn’t 


‘the cure in one year, 





too good for a solo presentation. 
Known locally for his “Student | 
Prince” chore at the Greek theatre, | 
he adds“to his following with this | 
appearance, the clientele at the) 
Grove being his special dish. Tenor 


| wins a begoff after twenty minutes 
iwith a rollicking reprise of his 


| “Donkey Serenade” disclick. 


‘Bergman crew keeps the 


spot here. Her forte consists of | 
standard intimery fodder, 1e., 
“Thou Swell,” “Stay with the 


09 


Happy People,” “Who Cares’ 

Larry Maddi's fiddle-piano-gui- 
tar-bass combo contributes some 
gypsy airs, anachronistic in the 
Danube-decored spot that was 
fluted with New Orleans trimmings 


in deference to the recently de-| 


parted Pollack, plus “Clancy Low- 
ered the Boom” and almost every- 
thing else the customers request. 
Maddi, formerly Xavier Cugat’s 
concertmaster, wields the fiddle 
and a quehada, which is the jaw- 
bone of a mule, teeth of which 
create a racket when he rattles it. 

Moody soloes again on ‘Music, 
Music, Music” as Franz Liszt might 
it and “Bewitched” 
with Mozartian shadings. He also 
— with Grace and Pony Sher- 
rell, 
spot. 
calizes 


Vivacious sister team vo- 
“The West Coast Is the 


Best Coast’; parodies “The Lady | 


Is a Tramp” and “Just Ore of 


Those Things,” latter a question- | ary is reported to be $2,000. Other 


able excursion into the lavender; 
“Since I Met You,” 
ballad; “No Business Like Show 
Business,” and ‘Keep a-Knockin’,” 
audience participation routine for 
which the customers are provided 
wooden paddles, a la Texas Guinan. 
The girls twang a guitar and beat 
a bass betimes. 

Maddi outfit plays intermissions 
also, and will be dispensing dansa- 
pation when and if the operators 
get 
allow customer terping on their 
segment of the Strip. Hearing 


comes up before the Los Angeles | 


city council Thursday (22), and if 
the green light is switched on it 
is planned to enlarge the dance 
floor, a postage stamp affair in- 
stalled by the drummer in Pol- 
lack’s band when Pollack was at 
the Bayou. Mike. 


Jiecky Cluh,. N. wa 
Lee Wiley, Alex Fogarty; 
cover, no minimum. 








The Jicky Club is one of the 
newer eastside operations. Spot 


opened a couple of weeks ago with | 


Alex Fogarty at the piano as the 


,sole incentive for diners to stay 


likewise is largely framed around | 
in- | 


wiiiets has | beyond dinner 


for relaxation. 
Shortly afterwards, Lee Wiley, 
song stylist, was brought in as a 
lure for late trade. 

Miss Wiley is a perfect choice 


Eddie 
layout 
rolling smoothly and batoneer has | 
developed a slickly selected library | 


Facile show-backing by 


square dance kick. Takeoff on the 
ites who are showing nice progress, 

Joe Bishop, after two years of 
hospitalization received his ajj. 
clear. He'll reside in the down. 
town colony for awhile before ;e. 
suming work in N, Y. C., 

Otto Hayman and Eugenie Reeq 
back to the lodge after a two-week 
honeymoon, 

Kathleen (Kitty) Bernard made 
} She checks 
out April 1. 

After two major operations Wal. 
ter (CBS) Romanik is all agog over 
recent clinic that ups him for 
meals and mild exercise. 

Write to those who are ill, 


ACE Ed PO 


NIGHT CLUB REVIEW 
Ciro’s, Hollywood 


“PAUL GERRITS 








who hold down the closing , 


an original | 


a rezoning permit that will ' 


during his stand here so that he is 
able to keep the terpatrons happy 
constantly with a well-balanced 
blend of banditties. Kap. 





| 
i 


‘Walters Pacts European 
| . Acts for Cafe, Road Unit 


| Lou Walters, 
Latin Quarter, N. Y., who returned 
Sunday (18) from a talent search 


the Continent. - Some will be used 
in a new edition of the road-com- 
pany “Latin Quarter Revue” which 


will hit the road sometime in May, | 
in his} 


and others will be used 
Broadway cafe. 

One of the top Continental acts, 
Darvas & Julia, has been signed for 
the cafe for a December date. Sal- 


acts for the cafe include Ganjous 
Bros. & Juanita, Georges Alban, 
who was here two years ago; Trio 
Bassio, Curibas Troupe, Claudette 
Fleurot, Denise Dupleix, and 
George Campbell. The unit acts 
will include Lela & Stephan and 
Los Pablos. Walters also signed 
Greb & Lober, an American act 
playing England for some time. 


Boniface also signed Maria An- 
tonieta Pons, Mex film star, for 


three weeks starting March 23. | 


She’s reported in for $6,000 week- 
ly on a deal made through Carlos 
Montalban, operator of the Puerto 
Rico theatre, N. Y. Miss Pons holds | 
the record at that house as far as | 
attendance is concerned. She out- | 


drew Libertad Lamarque, the Ar- | 





» 
| 


! 


for this spot. Her songs and de-! 


livery are polished and relaxing. 
She shows good taste in her tune 
selection and does well enough to 
win encores. 

Songstress is sufficiently hep to 


show biz mores to give variety to | 


her tunes. Most of them have good 


t musical comedy excerpts. When 


‘she goes into her own jazz num- 


_year ago the tables in the farther | 


toward bringing a little intimacy | 








bers she similarly gets the maxi- 
mum out of those tunes as well. 





/sion prices during run of the latter 
no | 


gentine filmster, who holds the ret- | 
ord for the top gross, but admis- 


were higher. 


NVA Benefit April 1 


The 35th Annual Benefit of the 
National Variety Artist. will take | 
place at the Imperial theatre, N. Y., 
Sunday evening, April 1. 

Joe Verdi is chairman of enter- 
tainment, with Jimmy Durante act- 
ing as honorary chairman this year. 

All proceeds go to the NVA wel- 
fare fund. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 








operator of the. 


in Europe, pacted 10 acts while on | 





Saranac Lake, N. Y., March 20. 
Charles “Chick” Lewis of N. Y. C. 


opened at Cire's Friday night to 
take over as emcee of the current 
bill, and almost stole the show from 
stripper Lili St. Cyr. He roller 
skates, juggles, does a table man- 
|| ners routine and turns a lone cart- 
'I| wheel into an entire tumbling act, 
| I} all in @ casual, offhand manner that 
belies his expertness. He has a 
delicate knack of both belittling 
himself and insulting his audience, 
getting away with it with a nice 
sense of timing.” —D. J. 
Hollywood Reporter, 
March 12, 1951. 


C/o ABBIE GRESHLER 


324 Se. Beverly Dr. 
Beverly Hills, Clif. 


JIMMY KIRBY 


“HE DANCES” 
Just Concluded CROSSROADS 
CLUB, Washington, D. C. 


urrently 


CLUB CHARLES 


Baltimore, Md. 
Thanks IRV KLEIN 


Contact: LOU PERRY 
1650 Broadway, New York, N. Y. 
































COMEDY MATERIAL 
For All Branches of Theatricals 


BILLY 
clasows FUN-MASTER 
‘THE ORIGINAL SHOW BIZ GAG FILE’ 
@ Nos. 1 thru 35 @ $1.06 each % 
(Sold in Sequence Only) 
SPECIAL—FIRST 13 FILES FOR $10 
ALL 35 FILES FOR ONLY $25 
@ 3 Sks. PARODIES. book $10 @ 
® MINSTREL BUDGET ..... $15 @ 


BLACKOUT BKS., es. bk $25 © 
HOW TO MASTER THE CEREMONIES 
‘ 





reissue), $2.00 
GIANT CLASSIFIED ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF GAGS, $250. Worth ever a thousand. 
PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54 St.. New York 19 Dept. V 
q Circle 7-1130 y 




























Grant’s Riviera 


RESTAURANT AND BAR 
158 W. 44 St. New York LU 2-4488 
WHERE SHOWBUSINESS MEETS 


* TALENT CONTEST * 
MONDAY NIGHTS 


Prize: Professional Engagement 








thik 
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| and Murray Weiss, Boston, execu- 
|tives of the Variety Clubs fund, 


She's backed by a bass and in to supervise the installment of 
guitar for a good rhythmic beat. | D&W ¢quipment in Variety Clubs 
Fogarty is skilled at the ivories. | 


Duplicate Prizes Awarded In the Case of Ties 





| SS 








He plays an unobtrusive brand of 
music and sells neatly. Jose. 


Hotel Ambzssador. L. A. 
(COCOANUT GROVE) 
Los Angeles, March 13. 
Felix Knight, Alan & Blanche. 
Lund, Eddie Bergman Orch (15); 
cover, $1.50-$2. 





Policy of less-than-top-name-acts 
at the Cocoanut Grove gets a shot 
in the arm with this layout which 
looms as a potential sleeper. A 


cinch to please the Pasadena folk | 


who frequent the spot, it will also 
generate some general interest. 
Spotlight is grabbed by Alan and 
Blanche Lund, Canadian dance 
team, in a socko Coast bow. 
new dance duo to hit these parts 
in a considerable period, act has 
plenty of class“and talent. Good 
‘routines, personable manner and a 
\showmanly flair. combine to earn 


-top returns for a solid 15-minute | 


,Stint that includes five numbers. 
All are excellently executed and 
paced to sustain interest constant- 
ly. Offerines range from a highly 
effective “Brahms Lullaby” to a 
“country style’ number with a 
‘musichall - routines of the Gay 


Best | 


hospital. GAG-PACKED! 
| The Amazing Mr. Ballantine, | Comedy Routines and Burlesque 
who graduated here, planed to. 2 Cross-Fire Act—1 Extravaganza 





Chicago to bedside his mother who | 
is ailing. e | 
| Variety Clubs hospital was quar- 


i Enterprises 
/antined for two weeks during the , ge ter Y. 
‘flu epidemic. g | %2 Liberty Street Troy, N. 


Saranac Lake, N. Y., March 20. ——— ——___ ee 


“We The. Patients” wish to thank | 
|Sam Roberts, Chicago agent, Hon. | BOOKER—€', a L Ly P FMA ’ 
tauqua organization offers profitable 


de a oe West Va., George | 
oberts and Jerry Vogel, music t interesting field work with 
publisher, for their greetings and feeders ‘or peraygen des in smaller 
gifts to the needy of the colony. |] cities; advance $100-$150 weekly, with 
semi-monthly bonuses; need ¢°. 


Birthday greetings are in order 
to Jack (RKO) Wasserman and | Write Director, 3419 Broadway, Kansas 
Frank Walters, both Variety Club- | C'™ Missouri. 


a eel 


SHOW BAR AND NIGHT CLUB FOR SALE 


Rochester's most popular Show Ber and Night Club, lecated in the heart ef 
the theater and business district, Night Club seats approximately 300; Show 
Bar 100. Grossed approximately $150,000. last year. Will de better. Re- 
cently redecorated. Sale price $40,000. Open to Offer. Alse investment 


Properties available. Write or wire NORMAND REALTY, REALTORS, 130 E. 
Main Street, Rochester, New York. 


* Price: $3 - Prompt Delivery! 
A. GUY VISK 
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Atlantic City Preps 


for Easter Crowds 


With Parade, Awards, Special Events 


Atlantic City, March 20. +4 





All this resort needs to make for 
a top Easter weekend is a break 
i the weather, and even without 
it will be crowded to nearly mid- 
season capacity. 

Hotels which have been shut- 
tered the past few months, the 
Brighton and Chelsea will re-open 
t house the Easter visitors and 


then convention delegates who will | 


be on hand in great numbers until 
the end of June, when the summer 
season gets under way. 

Steel pier will be open for the 
Easter weekend with singer Eileen 
Barton heading the vaudeville bill 
and Ralph Flanagan’s band for 
dancing. The pier will also offer 
motion pictures in its two theatres. 

Most night clubs and hotels are 
planning extra attractions for 
Jaster Saturday night with prices 
ranging from $2.50 to $10.00. 

Activities will get underway at 
sunrise on Easter morning when 
5.000 are expected to attend re- 
ligious services. 

The Boardwalk parade _ gets 
underway about 11 o’clock in the 
morning. The resort again will 
make awards to 10 women wearing 
the most attractive Easter bonnets 
and the 10 best dressed men. 


Mary Kelley, of the Millinery 
fashion bureau and O. E. Schoeff- 
ler, fashion editor of Esquire 
magazine, head the two panels of 
judges which’ will make the 
choices. 





Hub, Montreal Hotels 
Set for Summer Arenas 


Boston, March 20. 
Arki Yavensonne, prez of Met- 
ropolitan Artists Corp., has inked 





Wing Concert Winners 


| Rawn Spearman, Negro tenor, 
| who was with the Fisk Jubilee 
‘Singers, has won the ’51 concert 
|award of the American Theatre 
| Wing. 

Howard Vandenburg, who was a 
baritone some years ago with the 
| Philadelphia Opera Co., but has 
changed to a tenor, is runnerup. 
Latter has been offered a job with 
ithe N. Y. City Opera Co. as a 
| result. 


FRISCO AGENTS PROTEST 
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\—=es Continued from page 49 
| former Miss America, Jean Bartel, 
| is present as head of the hostess 
‘committee, The visiting personnel 
get sandwiches contributed by the 
hotels, soda by Pepsi Cola and 
Canada Dry, almond cookies from 
; the Ding Ho restaurant, and ciga- 
;rets from the American Tobacco 
| Co, Millard Hopper, the checker 
| all comers, and various theatres in 
town send down a batch of passes 
for free distribution. 
| The largesse, while not as large 
as that dispensed during the last 
war, is considered ample, 
ciaily with Barbizon contributing 
models for that evening and candy 
firms sending out ample batches of 
their produet. 

The Dolph Traymon Trio plays 


for dancing. That’s the only paid | 


in organization, except for 


| AGVA’S CLUB-DATE CODE x ieee agents, necessary to give 


San Francisco, March 20. 


Independent talent agencies here 
‘have added their protests to those 
of percenters in other cities on the 
| proposed American Guild of Va- 
|riety Artists regulations on the 


'club-date code. New rules callinge| 


|for classification of club-date 
‘agents as producers, calls for $1,000 
| bond for dates, plus insurance at 
'$1 per-performer, for every date 
‘played, and a $35 licensing fee, 
‘except for those who come in 
_through a group such as Artists 
, Representatives Assn. 

' The San Francisco agents have 
' organized the Theatrical Agents 
Assn. of Northern California and 
| plan to combat the new measures. 


| John Dahlinger was named presi- | 


| dent, Sam Rosey, secretary; Mil- 
'dred Lane, treasurer, and Thomas 
' Vassar, attorney. 


| Gloria’s Chi Vaudate 


Gloria De Haven will play the 





{the necessary glamor to the place 
{and to help enlist the help of per- 
i sonnel needed for operation. At 
| the first call for hostesses. nearly 
' 800 responded. The girls get care- 
| ful screening before passes are is- 
sued, 

| The majority of those attending 
‘are still youngsters, most of them, 


as one put it, ‘‘a civilian at heart.” | 


| They’re mainly a youthful crop, 
some of them on their first trip 
jaway from home. Although the 
{GI pay scale is somewhat better 
| than- that which prevailed during 
‘the last war, it’s still not sufficient 
, to warrant one evening a week on 
the town. The canteen provides 
| recreation for that evening at no 
| cost to them. 
Originally. the American Guild 
(of Variety Artists wanted to deny 
|free talent to the canteen, inas- 
} much as musicians were getting 
' paid, but relented as a contribu- 
ition toward the war effort. 
Cooperation, mainly, has been 
| excellent and the hotelmen were 


Robert H. Gordon to produce a Oriental theatre, Chicago, for two: able to get started within a com- 


series of theatre-in-round produc- 
tions skedded for the Hub’s Copley 
Plaza and Montreal’s Mount Royal. 

An eight-week season is planned, 
teeing off July 9 at both spots, but 
initial production has not been 
set. 


weeks starting May 3. 


Other dates being lined up for 
| her by GAC. 
| Songstress Georgia Gibbs opens 
{at the Hotel Mount Royal, Mont- 
ireal, March 24. 





' paratively short time. To the boni- | 


, faces, it’s an emergency operation 


i designed to keep the kids from. 


wandering about aimlessly, but in 


| its two weeks, it has already estab- | 


| lished itself as a second home to 
i the GI. 


espe- | 


Sat. Night Canteen | Proser Closing Billion $ Baby’ As 


Too Expensive; Josie Baker Hassle 


| , 
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| Hover Eyes N. Y. Legit 


| Herman Hover, owner of Ciro’s. 
' Hollywood, nitery, is due in New 


ifling at legit production. Under- 
stood he has a couple of play prop- 
erties for which he has financial 
backing of Coast interests. 

Hover was associated with the 
late Earl Carroll in latter’s nitery 
in Hollywood. 


ARMY BRASS CASES 
| MOOSE GI TROUPE 


Baltimore, March 20. 

Twentveight actors left’ Interna- 
tional Airport here (16) for four- 
week tour of military bases in Eng- 
land, Germany, and Austria, under 
the snonsorship of the Loyal Or- 
der of Moose. 

An invitational preview of this 
latest unit to- go overseas for 
Armed Forces entertainment was 
held before several hundred per- 
sons at the Lyric theatre here (15). 
Brass included high Army officials, 
U. S. Senators and Congressmen. 

Milton Douglas, veteran of five 
years in USO work, and late of 
“Follow the Girls” on Broadway 
headlined one portion of the show, 
which 
ments, with Roy Acuff and _ his 
Grand Ole Opry Sl ow presenting 
the latter part of the entertain- 
ment. 

The show was produced by Joe 
Hiller, Pittsburgh agent, and his 
associate, Anton Scibilia. under the 
supervision of J. Jack Stoehr. re- 
gional director of the Moose in the 
East. 

The Moose previously sent shows 





| 


champ, comes down weekly to play | York next Saturday (24) to take a, 


ithe tab 


Monte Proser on Monday night 
' (19) posted a two-week closing no- 
tice for his Cafe Theatre’s first pro- 
duction, “Billion Dollar Baby,” just 


a week after he opened that show. 
Because of the joint Equity-Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists-Cho- 
rus Equity jurisdiction expenses 
were too aigh on this particular 
show for profitable operation, Pro- 
ser declared. He plans to continue 
idea, however, currently 


| negotiating for Mae West to play 
i*Diamond “Lil” in that spot. 


Proser declared that he’ll have to 
get shows requiring fewer princi- 
pals and, generally, a smaller cast. 


, He feels that the legit-condensation 


was divided into two seg-' 


to such outposts as Alaska, New- ' 


foundland and Greenland. The 
troupe, traveling aboard a four- 
engine Air Force plane, was to 
make its first stop in the Azores, 
where the show was to be present- 
ed prior to the next stop at Wies- 
baden, Germany. 


setup can still work. He declared 
that he knew, once he got rolling, 
that he couldn’t make any profit 
with “Baby” ‘because of the high 
breaking point. But he depended 
on Josephine Baker playing the 
late show to put the operation in 
the profit column. He declared 
that last Saturday night 400 people 
walked out when they learned Miss 
Baker wasn’t there. He stated that 
the trade attracted by Miss Baker 
meant the difference between profit 
and loss. 


Case between Miss Baker and Pro- 
ser was postponed Monday (19) by 
AGVA. Union wanted to hear more 
witnesses. Date of resumption of 
the hearing wasn’t given. 

It’s Miss Baker’s contention that 
Proser failed to live up to the con- 
tract which specified sole feature 
billing; that her dressing room was 
inadequate, and she produced phy- 
sicians’ statements that her throat 
couldn’t take the extra late show. 
She also contends that the contract 
specified that she was to go on at 
1 a. m. but under the setup she 
couldn’t perform before 2 a. m. 


Miss Baker, still doubling at the 
nearby Strand was out of the the- 
atre for two days last week due 
to illness. She returned to the the- 
atre Tuesday (13) and opened at 
the Cafe Theatre that night, walk- 


|ing out of the cafe show after that 


performance. 
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Personal Management 


NED SCHUYLER 


‘ Strand, N. Y. 
The showmanship that is a Jo- 











Arlington Hotel, Miami Beach, Fla. 


sephine Baker’s as currently dem- 
onstrated at the Strand, is some- 
thing that doesn’t happen synthet- 
ically or overnight. It’s of the same 
tradition that accounts for the dur- 
ability of almost every show biz 
standard still on top, after many 
years ... a world favorite after 
‘clicking in Paris ... Miss Baker has 
been around in world capitals for 
a number of years ... a signal 
click, and her personal perform- 
ance a payoff satisfaction that 
comes to few performers. None 
deserves it more richly. 

Flashing a sartorial trailer for 
Christian Dior, the lissome, leggy 
Miss Baker is an excellent manne- 
quin ... She fortifies it with a 
sagacious pot-pourri of Portu- 


he 


guese, French, Spanish and Eng- 
lish ditties—and she could just as 
well have sung ’em in Braille the 
way the customers ate it up. She 
“fractures” all lingos with a sinu- 
ous terping tempo style that is un- 
derstandable in any language .. . 

Her exaggerated Grecian coiff is 
flashy, theatrical, showmanly . . . 
Her “Merci Beaucoup” is an en- 
gaging opener, and her’ gen- 


ANA 

























uine appreciation for the ex¢raor- 
dinarily warm recepiion strikes the 
right spark. It’s never sticky. 

She makes a number of eye-fill- 
ing sartorial changes... 

Miss Baker is unquestionably a 
socko new face back on the Amer- 
ican scene, and should prove box- 
office of no small calibre in thea- 
tres and niteries, and not over- 
looking video. Abel. 
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WEEK OF MARCH 21 





whether full or split week 


(WR) Walter Reade 


VARIETY BILLS 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 


tter in rentheses indicates circuit (FM) Fanchon Marco; (I) Independent; 
rg Loew; ™) Moss; (P) Paramount; (R) RKO; (S) Stoll; (T) Tivoliz (W) Warner; 


Park Sheraton 
Jose lf 
Mimi War 
Ernestine Holmes 
Penthouse 
Paul Taubman 
Versailies 
| Joan Edwards 


Emile Petti Ore 
Panchito Ore 

} Village Garn 
‘The Hicks 





Bar of Musi¢ 





NEW YORK CITY 
Capitol (L) 22 

Sammy Kaye Orc 

Jack Durant 

3 Arnauts 


Music Hall (1) 22 
Maxwells 
Elsa & Waldo 
Duke Art & Jr’ 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Sym Ore 
Palace (R) 22 
Emil & Evelyn 
Vic Hyde 
Helen Kane 
Slate Bros 
Hayden’s Irish 
Memories Rev 
Paramount (P) 21 
Billy Eckstine 
Alan King 
R & E Reyes 
H Winterhalter Ore 
Roxy (i) 21 
Tony Martin 
Buster Shaver & 
Olive 
J & R Arnaut 
Roxyettes 
Strand (W) 22-25 
Josephine Baker 
Leo De Lyon 
Zoris 
Buddy Rich Ore 
(26-28) 
B Norvas & Upstarts 
Guy Mitchell 
B & J Kean 
S Dunham & Ore 
ATLANTA 
Roxy (P) 20-22 
Frankie Carle Ore 
Neal Stanley 
Coco Steve & Eddie 
BALTIMORE 
Royal (i) 22 
S Chile Robinson 
Crackshot Co 
Clovers 
Speed Kings 
Jack Parker & Doll | 
Tr’c’y McCleary Orc | 
CHICAG 


Chicago (P) 23 
Condos & Brandow 


1 





Bert Wheeler & 
Hank Ladd 


Kitty Kallen 

Dick Contino 
Oriental (1) 22 

J & A DiGitano 

Joey Bishop 

Piero Bros 

Dave Apollon Co 


Sherman Hayes Orc | 


Regal (P) 23 


Ravens 


Tiny Bradshaw Orc | 
Russell 


Strawberry 
& Julia 
Pedro & Durand 
MIAMI 
Olympia (P) 21 


Villenaides Delly Kin Dowie & Kane | Tyrell & Winslow 
Leon Kramer De Vere Enso Toppano Ricardo & Norman 
Ryan & McDonald Hippodrome Girls | Edorica Marion Harris 
Wally Brown | NOR H | WALTHAMSTOW Sacasas Orc 

| Hippodrome (1) 19 | Palace (1) 19 


Jackie Bright 
OMAHA 


Orpheum (P) 23 


Duke Ellington Orc 


Dusty Fletcher 

Ray Nance 

Barbara Winfield 

Al Hibbler 
PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (W) 26-28 

Josephine Baker 

3 Rockets 

Leo De Lyon 
PITTSBURGH 
Penn (L) 23 

6 Marvels 

Stagg McMann 3 

Helen O’Connell 

Pat Henning 

Vic Damone 

ROCKFORD 

Palace (1) 23-26 

5 White Guards 

T & B Parris 

J & J Bowers 

George Moors 


McFarland & Brown 


WASHINGTON 
Capito! (L) 22 
Winters Sis 
Bingo 
Pansy the Horse 
Harold Barnes 
Howard (1) 22 


| Dinah Washington 


Earl Bostic Band 
Foxx & White 
Clark Bros 

rls 


AUSTRALIA 


AUCKLAND 
His Majesty‘’s (i) 19 
M & H Nesbitt 
Guus Brox & Myrna 
Wally Boag 
Marquis Family 
Detroy 
Ileana Sazova 
Eugene’s Flying 

Ballet 
The Southérly 
Busters 
Patricia Hardie 
Alice Bronimann 

BRISBANE 
His Majesty’s (1) 19 
Armand Perren 
Marion Davies 





Fayes (3) 


Devine & King 
Gerda Bornstad 
Chripi 
Marika Saary 
Phillip Tappin 
Wim De Jong 
Jacques Cartaux 
Jimmy Elder 
Joe Whitehouse 
Cissy Trenholm 
MELBOURNE 
Tivoli (1) 19 
Mary Brian 
John Hubbard ° 
Lori Irving 
Bernardine Hayes 


Gerald Oliver Smith 


Michael Hayes 


BRITAIN 


ASTON 
Hippodrome (i) 19 
Collinson & Breen 
Musical Elliotts 
Peter White 
Ondra 
Manz & Chice 
Tony Vaughn & 

Patricia 
Duval Girls 
Dumarte Girls 
Dunmarte & Danzer 
BIRMINGHAM 
Hippodrome (M) 19 
Red Ingle Co 
Frantic 4 
Paula Coutts 
Cingalee Co 
Paul & Pauline 
Scott Sanders 
Morgan & Laurie 
Brockways 
Lonsdale Sis 
BLACKPOOL 
Palace (1) 19 
Koringa 
Milton Woodward 
2 Toaranis 
Konyot & Olive 
Billy Danvers 
Hargraves & Russell 
Merle & Marie 


Tower Circus (1) 19 

Charlie Cairoli & 
Paul 

Smiths 

Knies French 
Horses 

Oscar Konyots 
Lions 

Gt Alexander Tp 

Victor Julian & Pets 

Enies Animals 

4 Richys 

3 Lorandos 


K 
Jimmy Scott 
Flying Constellation 
] my 





Little Jim 

Annettes 

Circusettes 
BOSCOMBE 


Paul Newington 


' Avril & Grant 


Tommy Dee 


BRIXTON 
Empress (1) 19 
Jack Jackson 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Fayne & Evans 
Reg Radcliffe 
Agnette & Silvio 
Suma Lamonte Co 


Dancing Kingettes 
Tereas Waters 
Vera McLean 
Freddie Martin 
Tommy Layton 
Gordon Gaddy 
EDINBURGH 
Empire (M) 19 
Bonar Colleano Jr 
Peter Cavangh 
Hall Norman & 
Ledd 


3 Cottas 
Aerial Kenways 
Gordon Ray Girls 
FINSBURY PARK 
Empire (M) 19 
Del Cortino 
Mae Barnes 
Louises Pets 
Peter Sellers 
Margerita & 
Charles 
Eddie Gray 
D & J O’Gorman 
Bebe & Belle 
GRIMSBY 
Palace (1) 19 
Dickie Arnold 





Le peat pani (ty 19 

Wilson Keppel & 

Betty Jane 

Delmonico Ders 

Morecambe & Wise 

Verdini 

2 Stankiews 

2 Burgos 

Victor Seaforth 

BRADFORD 

Alhambra (M) 19 

Kay Kortz & 


Roy 

Pat Hatton & Peggy 
Robert Moreton 
Keefe Bros & 

Annettes 
Kay Cavendish 
Jackley & Jee 
Morgan & Gray 


Kirk Stevens 
Rob Murray 
Hobbs Globe Girls 
BRISTOL 
Empire (1) 19 


odes & Lane 
rothi Neal 


ada 


Josephine Russell 














Bon Soir Mesdames 


Pat Kirkwood 
Ganiou Bros & 
Juanita 
Michael Bentine 
Salici Puppets 
Gaston Palmer 
Burton & Son 


| MANCHESTER 

| Hippodrome (S$) 19 
Sam Costa 

Jack Radcliffe 
Nitwits 

Evy & Everto 
Ken-Dorvilles 
Walter Niblo 


Big Bill Campbeli 
Hinton & Robini 
Harry Shields 
Bijou & Babs 
Ravel 

Shiek Benali 
Girls Tp 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 19 
Downey & Daye 
Lee Lawrence 
Eddie Arnold 
Robb Wilton 
Elimar 

Tommy Jover 
Saveen 

Avril Angers 
Greta Unger 3 
PORTSMOUTH 
Prince of Wales 


(M) 

Billy Cotton Bd 
Max Bygraves 
Jimmy Wheeler 
Charles Warren & 

Jean 
Donald B Stuart 
Daley 3 
Royal (M) 19 
George Cameron 
Norman Harper 
Bunt Reeves 
Leslie Noyes 
Buddy Crawford 


EAST HAMPTON 
Granada (1) 19 

Les Diagoras 

Leslie Randall 

Vernon Sis 

David Keller 


Dogs 
Bernt Gloria & 
Lindy 
MONTREAL 
Gayety (i) 19 
2 Catron Bros 
Paula D’Arcy 
Alston & Young 


Iris 
Stan Early 


Frank Garcia 


Palladium Tiller Gls 


Locarnos Pigeons & 


Marilyn Martinez & 


Cappy Barra & Boys 


Jack Haig 
Kean & King 
Gay Euridge 
Orlandos 
Anita & Charles 
Les Riggs 
Sybil Dunn 
Rosalie Evans 
Midinettes 
SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 19 
Harry Secombe 
Leon Cortez 
Nichols & Merrin 
Tanner Sis 
Darlys Human Do 





Ron Perryman 


Tommy Godfree & 


Dee 
Jimmy Bruce 
Valerie Ware 
Steve Corrin 
Eve 
Marie De Vere 
Festival Girls 


Duval Lovlies 
WOOD GREEN 
Empire (S) 19 

Cyril Dowler 

Rhoda Rogers 

Sam Linfield Co 

Billy Hancox 

Kirby & Hayes 

Regency Twins 

Noble & Denister 

Luke Stanley & 
Andy 

Peggy Sage 

YORK 





Roy & Ray Empire (i) 19 
Mary Harkness Len Howe 
G & E Grande Audrey May 
Phyllis Terrell Les Symetricals 
Ted Gilbert Jan & Helena 
Miriam Pearse Rogoyski 
SHEPHERDS BUSH | Eric Coverdale 
Empire (S) 19 Girls Tp 
CANADA 


Little Johns 
Vicki Valenti 
Will Skinner Orc 
Roxy (1) 19 
Sharon Roberts 
Prince Kerma 
Bobby Cole 
Eddie Lloyd 
Harry White 
Larry Lawrence 
Maude Marly 
Tizeph Co 
Roxettes 
Seville (1) 19 
John Boles 
Anita O’Day 
Guy Marx 
Lott & Anders 
2 Simpsons 
Len. Howard Ore 





Bill Jordan 
David Elliott 
Al Robinson 
Alkali Ike 
Terry Haven 
Arne Sultan 
Quintones (5) 
Beachcomber 
Maxie Furman 
Murray Briscoe 
Helena Gardner 
Mickey ‘Ginger’ 
Jones 
Patricia O’Neill 





Arden-Fletcher Line 
Irving Barnett Orc 
gs | Casablanca Hotel 


| Celebrity Ciub 
Alan Gale 
Freddie Stewart 
| Haydocks (2) 
Teddy King Orc 
Ciro’s 
Frank Parker 
June Gardner 
Cortez Orc 
Alan Kole Orc 


Chandra-Kaly Ders 


David Blight 
Shy Sis 

Lou aretti 
Jack itehead 


Wally Cox 
Royce Wallace 
Hillel & Aviva 


Waldort-Astorta 
Nancy Donovan 
Ross Harvey 
Emil Coleman 
Mischa Borr Ore 





MIAMI-MIAMI BEACH 


Delano Hotel 
Louis Adler Orc 

§ O'Clock Club 
Martha Raye 


Buddy Lester 
Stan Fisher 
Frank Linale Ore 
Jewel Box 
Jackie Maye 


Johnina Hotel 
Michael Strange 
Tony Matas 
Leslie Roberts 
Allan Wolfe 

Leon & Eddie’s 
Leon LaVerde 


Hal Graham Orc 
Mother Kelly’s 
Simonne Claire 
Elsa Valladares 
Beachcombers (4) 
Sam Bari 
Bobby Sherman 
Charlie Page 
Park Avenue 
Charlie Farrell 
3 Continentals 
Joe Sodja 
Marion Powers 


Village Vangverd 


Clarence Williams > 


Yost Guardsmen (5) 


Roney Piaza Hotel 
Nick D’Amico Orc 
Sans Souci Hotel 


Goldwyns Clover Club 
WOLVER- Gene Baylos 
HAMPTON The Vagabonds 

Hippodrome (1) 19 | Toni Arden 

De Haven & Paige Kings & Ladies (7) 

Eno & Lane | Woody Woodbury 

Frangs & Lecrean Tony Lopez Orc 

Peter Blair c Cit 

Bal Man & Gay —— 

Hazel Holland Ritz sons 

3 Duvals Bas Sheva 


| David Tyler Orc 
Don Oslo Orc 


Cotton Club 
Larry Steele’s 
“Affairs of °51” 
Jimmy Tyler Ore 


Blackhawk 
Patsy Abbott 
Norma Lee Dogge 
Joe) Friend 
Ray Hyson 


Che: Pfaree 


Stan Grover 
Chez Adorables 
Billy Daniels 

C & T Valdez 
Larry Nixon 


Pancho Orc 

Cee Davidson Ore 
Paimer House 

Will Mahoney 

Chas Frederick 

Boliana Ivanko 5 

Bob Frellson 


Felix Knight 
A & B Lund 


Biltmore Hotel 
Desi Arnaz Orc 
Gali Gali 
Stan Kramer Co 
Marta Monteria 


LAS 





Cabaret Bills 


Desert Inn 
Latin Quarter Rev 


Arden-Fletcher Line 


Henry Brandon Orc 


Bartos & Richards 


Eddie Bergman Orc 


Carlton Hayes Ore 


Romo Vincent 
Manor & Mignon 
Arne Barnett 
Pupi Campo Orc 
Saxony Hotel 
Cheryl Conway 
Grace & Nicco 
Jerry Bergen 
Teddy Powell Ore 
Tito Puento Orc 


Al Schenck 
Nino Yacovino + 
Catalino Orc 


CHICAGO 


Eddie O’Neal Ore 
H Edgewater Seact 


tt | Shep Fields Orc 
Thelma Gracen 
Paul Regan 
Dorothy Hild Ders 
Hotel Stevens 
Jerry Mapes 
Jack Raffloer 
Harper Flaherty 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Skating Bivdears 
Buddy Rust 
The Rookies 
Kermond Bros 
Sid Kroft 
Alice Ferrar 
Jimmy Carter 
Bob Fitzgerald 
Olie Clark 
Bob Kirk 





Merriel Abbott Ders Griff Williams Orc 


LOS ANGELES 


Ambassador Hotel 


Ciro’s 
Lili St Cyr 

Paul Gerrits 
Nanci Crompton 
Dick Stabile Orc 
Geri Galian Ore 
Mocambo 
Durand & Brion 
Latin-Aires 
Eddie Oliver Ore 


VEGAS 


Flamingo Hotel 
Harry James Orc 


Sherry Frontenac 


Condos & Brandow | 


Frank Libuse 
Margot Brander 


Gordon Polk 
Last Frontier Hote! 








Foti } aed 
ne Sis Birmane 
EAST HAMPTON | Dizzy Gillespie 
Metropolitan (1) 19 Blue Angel 
Lauri Lupino Lane | Portia Nelson 
~~ White & Dorothy Greener 
ot er King Odum 4 
Reid Twins Stuart Ross 
Welcome Singers Eadie & Rack 
George Truzzi Page Cavanaugh 3 
Wallace Lupino Harold Cooke 
Ken Wilson Bon Soir 


Jimmie Daniels 
Mildred Bailey 
Komack & Burns 
L Henderson 
Cafe Society 
Arthur Blake 
Ann Hathaway 
Cliff Jackson 


Cafe Theatre 
Jackie Gleason 
Carol Bruce 
George England 
Dick Bernie 
Jack Cassidy 
Libby Dean 


Bob F 
Line 

Frank Marte Orc 
Chateau Madrid 


osse 





Sonny Callelo 





Eddie Heywood Ore 


Nat Bandwynne Orc 


NEW YORE CITY 


Mario & Floria ; 


Hotel St. Regis 
Russell Nype - 
Evalyn Tyner 


Shaw Ore 
Hotel Shelbourne 
Carol Blaine 
Harding & Moss 
Hotel Statier 


Vincent Lopez Ore 
La Martinique 
Mickey Deems 
Golden Gate 4 
Jerri Sullavan 
Val Oilman Ore 
La Vie en Rose 
Marjane 
Cy Coleman 3 
Latin Quarter 
Minevitch Rascals 


Monica Boyar hristiani Troupe 

Fausto Curbello Mila Raymon 
Copacabans Vikings 

Jimmy Nelson Nirska 

Andre, Andree & B | Genia Mel 

Harrison & Patricia | Wilson Morrelli 

Peggy Lee alvin Holt 

Hope Zee Art Waner Ore 

M Durso Ore Le Ruwan Bleu 








Hal Gerrard F. Alvares Orc Pat Carroll | 
Mickey Warren €l Chico Kirkwood Goodman 
Lopez 3 Rosita Rios Three Riffs 
8 J G Girls Los Gitanos Norman Paris 3 
Jean Hobson Pilarin Tavira Julius Monk 
Bill young Sarita Herrera Leon & Eddie's 
Balageurs D’Alonso Ore Eddie Davis 
HACKNEY Embers Louise & Harris 
Empire “(S) 19 Joe Bushkin Peggy O'Neil 
Smeddle Bros Art.Tatum Holden Dcrs 
Alfred Marks Joe Mooney Kenny Davis 
Ross Lee & Habibi Little Ctub 
Bernice Shaghana Damari Ernie Warren Orc 
Yale & Diane Leo Fuld No 1 Fifth Ave 
Blair & Carey Havana-Madrid Mimi Kelly 
Vagabonds Jimmy Casanova Herb Corey 
Flack & Lucas Nina Dova Downey & Fonviile 
Jimmy Robey & Aennchen Decrs Hazel Webster 
Joan Pablo & Marina Old Knick 
Sydney Wright Bartolo Paul Killiam 
Bobby Sirs De Castro Orc Cindy Heller 
LEICESTER Hotel Ambassado: Dorothy Louden 
Palace (S) 19 Jules Lande | Eddie Hanley 
5 Smith, Bros Hote! Bi | Al Norman 
Alec Pleon Mischa Ra | Al LeRoy 
Mary & Eric Hotel Edison | Geene Courtney 
Walthon & Dorraine | Henry Jerome Orr | Bill Meigs 
Eddie Reindeer Hotel New Yorke: Old Roumanian 
Linda & Lana Bernie Cummins | Sadie Banks 
Roger Smith Joan Hyldoft Jan Bart 
LONDON Romayne & Brent Sonny Sands 
Palladium (M) 19 | Blade Beauties Judy Sargeant 
Donald O’Connor | Hote! Pierre Joe LaPorte Ore 
G & B Bernard Larry Storch D’Aquila Ore 


Freddy Martin Orc 
Hotel Taf? 


The Modernaires 
Patrice Helene 
Jan Howard 

Al Donahue Orc 
Thunderbird Hotel 


Ernestine Mercer 
Kanazawa Trio 

4 Hurricanes 
Ralph Young 
Piroska 





Stanl Carlton Hayes Ore | Clark Dennis 
Ae El Rancho. Vegas | Al Bernie 
Dorothy Shay Ethel Smith Al Johns Ore 

Mark Monte 
Dick La Salle Ore 
guns None ae | 1 
e Mann 
perale Mann Ore Jolson’s Estate 


Continued from page 1 


at Saranac Lake, N. ¥. and six 
$10,000 bequests to as many indi- 
vidual legatees, the residual estate 
goes on a_share-and-share-alike 
basis, equally divided among the 
Jewish, Protestant and Catholic 
charities. The $1,000,000 trust fund 
for his widow, the former Erle 
Galbraith Chennault, and two 
$500,000 trusts for their two adopt- 
ed children (boy and girl), a con- 
tinuing $100,000 trust fund for Jol- 
son’s first wife, the former Ethel 
Delmar of the Broadway musicom- 
edy stage, now ill, all eventually 
revert to the estate. So do trusts 
for 18 educational and other chari- 
table institutions which have 


trusts set up for scholarships for 
needy students. 








2506 Ceiling 


Continued from page 1 


° a 

slander, copyright infringement, in- 
vasion of rights of privacy, or dam- 
aging a person or product thus en- 
hance the risk potential, as against 
AM, where only the sound value 
exists. The effect on somebody’s 
product or business, rather than on 
any individuals, is the presumed 
greater risk on such programs, par- 
ticularly where one show is plug- 
ging a certain product and pointing 
up its superiority over the rest of 
the market. 


The Mr. and Mrs. ani kindred 
multiple-sponsored shows also pay 
a higher rate than a show, say, 





‘ é 


as a cigaret or a nostrum. 








which plugs one commodity, a nice appearance, but she’s yet | 
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making her first New York cafe 
por te at the Copa although 
she has been seen locally on the 
Paramount theatre stage, is a sock 
nitery performer. Working in front 
of a rhythm trio which she has 
been using in lieu of guitarist 
Dave Barbour since 


Danny & Doc’s Rev | splitup, Miss Lee projects with a 


range, style and savvy that stems 
oe to aoe association with the old 
Benny Goodman orch and her sub- 
|} sequent tieup with Barbour for 
predominantly Coast operations 





Babe Baker’s Revue | along the Sunset Strip as well as 
Lord Tarleton Hotel for Capitol Records. 


| Her warbling, of course, is a 
| proven commodity and it’s enhanc- 
ed at the Copa by smart pro- 
gramming and equally important 
production details. The _ lighting, 
for instance, is cleverly mani- 
pulated for the vocal mood and 
to highlight the physical assets of 


| hair-do. Personality-wise, she reg- 
isters with her straightforward 


each number. 

For her current stand, Miss Lee 
mixes up a flock of her standards 
with a couple of new numbers, 
carefully pacing the repertory 
between her rhythm 
and the ballads. Opening with an 


alternation of such numbers as 


a parlous 
gotiated slow tempo, and “Them | 
Thar Eyes.” Also in the book is | 
the current click ballad, “If,” also 
handled with an almost exaggerat- 
ed lagging beat, together with such 
surefire numbers as “Why Don’t) 
You Do Right,” “Don’t Smoke In| 
Bed” and her trademarked ‘“Ma- 
nana.” 

Miss Lee closes a top holdover 
show comprising the show-stopping 
ventriloquistics of Jimmy Nelson, 
the dance team of Andre, Andree | 
& Bonnie, another hoofing turn of | 
Harrison and Patricia who work! 
with the line, and production sing- | 
ers Sonny Calello and Hope Zee. | 
Michael Durso orch backs the show 
neatly, alternating with the Fer- 
nando Alvarez Latin band for slick 
customer dansapation. Herm. 








McNULTY FAMILY (3) 
Songs-Dance 

14 Mins.; Two 

Palace, N. Y. 


The McNulty family, comprising 
mother, son and aaughter, have 
apparently been around for many 
years. They look like the type of 
act that’s been playing the club- 
date circuit, mainly at Irish af- | 
fairs. For the Palace, it’s a timely 
booking since the St. Paddy’s day | 
paraders may be enticed with a' 
Gaelic name on the. marquee. 
| It’s an oldtimey act. Mother, 
sits in the background playing an} 
accordion, while son and daughter 








/go through a collection of Irish 4 


itunes. The trio doesn’t know: 
| when to get off. It seems inter- | 
|minable as there aren't any 
basically strong routines sufficient 
Ito justify the 14 minutes playing 
time. They finale with an Irish | 
jig, with mother w———€* 

ose. 





JIMMY CASANOVA 
Comedy 
25 Mins. 
Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 


Jimmy Casanova, a comic who 
works along the lines of Leo 
De Lyon, shows promise for vau- 
ders and cafes. At the moment, 
he doesn’t relax sufficiently to hit 
best effect. He needs more play- 
ing time to overcome this. 

Casanova is a zany type of comic. 
He exhibits vocal surprises, unin- 
hibited mugging and seems to have 
/a good sense of humor. He needs 
/more fluidity to hit his stride. He 
|does his comedy via songs. He 
\takes a tune and hokes it up with 
excerpts from other Songs. He 
does one straight number, and it 
comes off fairly well. He’s got an 
act, when sufficiently polished, that 
has possibilities for most media. 


Jose. 








NINA DOVA 

Songs 

7 Mins. 
Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 


Nina Dova, a chirper of Latin 
tunes, does okay. There isn’t any 
distinguished stylings, but she has 
well developed pipes and fair pro- 
jection. 

Most of her numbers are familiar 
and easy to take. At one point she 
_accomps on the guitar. Gal makes | 








not ready for the bigtime. Jose. | 





PEGGY LEE 
om 
ns. 
Copacabana, N. Y. 
Peggy Lee, who is currently | 


their recent | 


her strong face and the platinum | 


DOROTHY GREENER 
Comedy 

18 Mins. 

Blue Angel, N. Y. 


A pert, droll little gal who's 
| slightly reminiscent of a Gaelicized 
version of Imogene Coca, Dorothy 
Greener’s making her nitery debut 
at the Blue Angel currently. She 
was spotted by the bistro’s opera- 
tor, Herb Jacoby, in “Razzle Daz- 
zle,” the new-faces revue which 
had an ill-fatedly brief run at the 
| Edison hotel theatre-in-the-round, 
| N. Y., little over a month ago. 
| Miss Greener’s plenty entertain- 
ing now, but holds out the prospect 
|of being much more so for both 
| the intimate boites and TV with 
|added poise and more polished 
|material. The poise is probably 
| more easy than the material. It 
| means that Miss Greener must take 
‘herself more seriously — obviously 





‘not find laughs in her own rou- 


| That surmounted, 


| fetch herself more 


tines. 

she should 
“character” 
monolog material like her initial 
“Grace Fogarty,” which takes ad- 
vantage of her maximum values— 
poignancy and piquancy. With 


mannerisms, her gab being limited | proper blending of comedy and 
te brief and conventional intros to | 
{develop almost 
| quality which is not realized now 


pathos in her routines, she could 
a Chaplinesque 


in most of her material. Herb. 





PAT CARROLL 


specialties | Songs 


10 Mins. 


upbeat tune, “Climb Up a Moun-' Le Ruban Bleu, N. Y. 
tain,” she follows through with an | 


Pat Carroll is a fresh looking 


a ~ " | youngster, who looks like she'll 
Where Or jae meen = _make good on the chi-chi circuit. 
ut successfully | Miss Carroll has a smart set of 


songs based on coming out parties, 
psychoneurosis and modelling, 
along with an engaging line of 
chatter. The lines are tailored for 
eastsideries and it’s doubtful 


| whether she can take this material 


to the far side of Fifth avenue. 

Miss Carroll looks and works 
like a breathless youngster. She 
seems eager to sing her tunes, does 
some mugging and has a good 
sense of smart material. She occa- 
sionally goes overboard with the 
cute stuff, but in the main, she’s 
sufficiently restrained to make her 
a welcome addition to the inti- 
meries. Jose. 





AENNCHEN DANCERS (3) 
Dance 
14 Mins. 

Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 


The Aennchen Dancers, compris- 
ing a girl and two boys, look like 
a well drilled East Indian dance 
turn. They have unison and pace 
along with some good routines. 
Their turn, however, doesn’t have 
anything original, since similar 
routines have been exhibited by 
other acts of this type. 

‘The trio attempts to be different 
with an audience participation 
amgle wherein they teach volun- 





teers some of the terps. As done 
by latter, they seem pointless. 

Jose. 
IVANOVS (3) 


cro 
9 Mins., Full 
Palace, N, Y. 


The Ivanovs (3) comprise a good 
bar team who have been around 
for some time in outdoor situa- 
tions but haven’t been recorded 
for the New Act file. They show 
a good assortment of tricks with 
a dash of comedy. While their 
routines aren't fresh, they’re okay 
for most vauders. 

The comic in act does the most 
solid stuff when he doffs the com- 
edy garb and does some serious 
stunts on the bars. They get off 
to a good mitt. Jose. 


PABLO & MARINA 
Dance 

8 Mins. . 
Havana-Madrid, N. Y. 

Pablo & Marina are of the 
calibre acts that added spice to 
the Havana-Madrid in the early 
days. This couple, apparently of 
Cuban extraction, do numbers in 
Afro-Cuban style. Their work is 
along sexy lines and costuming is 
scant. . . 

The girl is a looker. They'd be 
okay for a dash of spice in produc- 
tion numbers in the larger cafes. 
There’s too much Ainseyesque pos- 
turings for family trade. Jose. 


BILLY ROMANO 
Novelty 
9 Mins., One 
Palace, N. Y. 
Billy Romano gets some good 








|designs out of balloon sculpting. 


He works rapidly, with a degree of 
showmanship. Romano’s gab, how- 
ever, could sand some punching 
up. His balloon figurines are okay. 
Romano with some good chatter 
could work most of the family 
time houses. Jose. 








Saiana 












1 NEI A GET ILI SET 








king 
he'll 
cuit. 
t of 
‘ties, 
ling, 
e of 
1 for 
btful 
erial 


orks 
She 
does 
good 
cCa- 
the 
she’s 
» her 
inti- 
sé. 


pris- 
like 
ance 
pace 
ines, 
have 
nilar 
i by 


rent 
ation 
olun- 
done 
tless. 
se, 


good 
ound 
itua- 
rded 
show 
with 
their 
okay 


most 
com- 
rious 
t off 
se. 


the 
‘e to 
early 
ly of 
rs in 
rk is 
ng is 


'd be 
yduc- 
vafes. 
pos- 
se. 


good 
ting. 
ee of 
how- 
shing 
okay. 
atter 
amily 
Se. 





POP tele wy 








IT 


Wednesday, March 21, 1951 


HOUSE REVIEWS 55 





| me 


Roxy, N. Y. 

Tony Martin, Buster Shaver & 
Olive, John & Rene Arnaut, Gae 
Foster Roxyettes & Escorts, H. 
Leopold Spitalny Singers; “Bird of 
Paradise” (20th), reviewed in 
variety, March 14, ’51. 





Easter show currently at the 
Roxy is a firstrate layout topped 
bv Tony Martin’s marquee impact. 
Bill is buttressed by two additional 


Chirper Anita O’Day may be a 
click on London records but gal 
has plenty to learn before esscying 
a p.a. such as this. Unconcerned 
manner and choice of songs don’t 
help presentation and bop treat- 
ment to all offerings gets monot- 
onous. Miss Day only hits her 
stride when she warbles “How 
High the Moon” and a hoked-up 
be-bop arrangement of “Mala- 
guena.” 





solid acts with two neatly executed 

production numbers supplying a 

bright holiday framework. 
Martin, a vet performer in this 


Comic Guy Marx does the in- 
evitable impresh routines using his 
_interp of Arthur Godfrey to intro 
' various characters. Material avoids 


house, again scores strongly with the usual cliches and he picks up | 


his parlay of top-flight singing and | salvos for his Gary Cooper and | 
showmanship. Opening with aj|Humphrey Bogart sessions. Carl 
smooth workover of “Lullaby of and Faith Simpson have a fast 


Palace, N. Y. 

Jack Linder’s “Bowery ic 

Hall” unit, McNulty Family (3), 

Mack, Russ & Owen, Billy Romano, 

Ivanovs (3); “Quebec” (Par) re- 
viewed in Variety Feb. 28, °51. 








‘on another experimental tangent. 
| Last week the house deviated from 
,its traditional eight-act policy for 
,Six turns. This semester it has 
| booked its first unit for major por- 
|tion of display. The package is 
Jack Linder’s “Bowery Music Hall,” 
, a former sustainer on WOR-TV. 
Linder’s unit is an unfortunate 
choice. It’s a witless and tasteless 
collection that lacks appeal. 











Amege. 
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Broadway,” with slight jive hoof- 
ing to evoke the  bobbysoxer 
squeals, Martin builds with rendi- 
tions of “La Vie en Rose,” “Begin 
the Beguine” and “There’s No To- 


morrow.” He also socks across im- | 


pressions of Maurice Chevalier, 
Harry Richman and Ted Lewis, a 
repeat of his recent video stint on 
the NBC “Colgate Hour.” Some 
hot licks on the clarinet are also 
thrown in for a casual display of 


versatility. After encoring with his: 


old hit, “For Every Man There's 
A Woman,” he closes the show 
with the “Easter Parade,” with 
the line joining for a good curtain. 
Martin is accomped by Hal Borne 
at the piano. 

Buster Shaver and his diminu- 
tive femme partner, Olive, also reg- 
ister with their cute hoofing turn. 
Olive, tiny but trimly proportioned, 
has the focus with her expert ball- 
room terping and vocalizing. She 
opens the act with a solid hoofing 
routine in conjunction with a tails- 
and-top-hatted male dancing group. 

The Arnaut Bros. is another vet 
tu.n with a surefire routine. Their 
trick violinistics lead into their 
lovebird stint with the ingenious 
whistling and comedy patter get- 
ting strong returns. Apparently, 
this turn is a special fave with 
the juves who are expected to turn 
out during the Easter vacation. 

Show gets away to a fast start 
with a clever production number 
in which the Roxyettes, perched 
on huge rubber balls, work through 
a tricky routine. H. Leopold 
Spitalny’s choir and the house 
orch supply ace backing. Herm. 


Olympia, Miami 


Miami, March 15. 
Jane Pickens, Milt Ross, Al & 
Connie Fanton, Marshall Rogers, 
Pedro & Durand, Les Rhode House 
Orch; “Branded” (Par). 





Topliner Jane Pickens lifts this 
layout to win top applause after 
fairish reaction for most of the bill. 

Handsomely' couturiered, she 
wins them at once with her warm 
approach and a smooth delivery 
that embraces a well balanced 
group of tunes ranging from spe- 
cials through musicomedy toppers, 
viz “I’ll See You Again,” a revival 
meetin’ rouser and a new sounding 
Calypso, “I Want a Husband” for 
a wrap up. ; 

In emcee spot Milt Ross is a 
smooth introer and in own spot 
gets by okay with original though 
not always sock, song-comedy ideas. 
Straight stuff goes well and his 


| puppet act with a good collection including an eight-girl line. Some | 


of dolls but loose manipulation 
| fails to rouse more than average 
| palming. Couple do best with trick 
| lighting finale of two dancers. 
Len Howard’s orch backs show 
neatly and biz continues at near 
capacity. Newt. 


Oriental, Chi 


Chicago, March 15. 


Peiro Bros. (2), Jayne & Adam 
:DiGatano, Joey Bishop, Dave 


The package is well-populated 


of the talent should be sent back 
to Majorbowesing until they’re 
ready for the smalltime. 

| There are fortunately some who 
can be- developed into passable 
talent. A Negro tapster, Carl Gould 


jin an operatic number displays a 
| good voice. The line, similarly is 
| well-routined and nicely costumed, 
'and a male quartet comes off okay. 
| Otherwise, the less said about 
_the remainder, the better. The per- 


| Apollon & Co. (4), Sherman Hayes formers are on stage most of the 
Orch; “Royal Wedding” (M-G). time, sitting around in the usual 
| beerstube setting. Costumes are 





|_ Despite absence of a name head- so-so. It’s difficult to identify most | 


_ liner, current Oriental bill is brisk- | of the cast. They’re given no intro 


songstress, almost steals the show 
with her sock vocals. Teeing off 
with short intro, “Blue Skies,” she 
|swings into her latest disclick, 
'“Aba Daba Honeymoon,” for hefty 
{applause. Her carbonings via 
'“There’s No Business Like Show 
: Business” of other chirps is strong, 
|especially that of Lena Horne, 
| whom she has down pat. It’s still 
| her “Glocca Morra” from “Finian’s 
|Rainbow,” which hushed the bobby- 
'soxers. Encores with “I--Wish I 


for a_ begoff. 


| Dick Contino makes a neat ap-, 
‘pearance and does some nimble | 


fingering with his first accordion 
;number, which is punctuated with 


Czardas” is impressive, but “Dizzy 


switches mood for a more subdued 
i'tune, “Peggy O’Neif®” but winds 


with another flashy number, “Lady | 


‘has a good style, and Carlo Corelli | of Spain, pulling out all the stops. | 


Louis Basil orch works at effi- 
/cient pace throughout the =. 
abe. 


Palladium, London 
London, March 13. 


| Had a Daddy in the White House” 


well-timed squeals from the first | 


rows. His squeezing of “Hungarian | 


Fingers” is more familiar to the | 
/payees and gets better hand. He | 


Capitol, N. Y. 

Sammy Kaye’s Orch (14) with 
Barbara Benson, Tony Alamo, 
Chubby Silvers, Lloyd Roberts, 
'Ernie Rudiscil; 3 Arnauts, Jack 
| Durant; “Inside Straight” (M-G), 
/reviewed in Variety March 7, ’51. 





You can empty the Broadway 
theatres quicker than you can say 
'Kefauver these days, but there’s no 
‘need for an investigation on why 
the boxoffice is diving. A certain 
| Senatorial hearing is snaring the 
spotlight on TV, radio and in the 
headlines these days. And all for 
free. It’s the sort of talent which 
| the current Capitol bill, for in- 
stance, finds it difficult to keep 
uy with, boxoffice-wise. 

Sammy Kaye is dishing out his 
usual brand of fine entertainment 
with his large outfit of singers and 
instrumentalists, plus his “Want to 
Lead a Band?,” which has long 
been standard with him. Then 
there are Jack Durant, vet com- 
|edian, and the 3 Arnauts, standard 
|act of two guys and a gal, with 
| their novelty instrumentalizing and 
birdcalls. 

Kaye, utilizing five brass, five 
reeds and four rhythm, plus the 
leader’s occasional dabble at the 


Donald O’Connor, Bernard Bros. | licorice stick, is setting a neat pace 
(2), Pat Kirkwood, Michael, with his easual introductions and 
Bentine, Salici Puppets, Shirley, overall pacing. He handles the 
| Sharon & Wanda, Ganjou Bros. and | band’s No. 1 device, ‘Lead a Band,” 
| Juanita (4), Gaston Palmer, Bur-, with ease as he brings on four 





| ly paced, with all four acts getting | nor any other clue as to identity. 


i across handily. 
| _ Peiro Bros. are a clever juggling 
| duo that’s fairly new here, though 


|; undoubtedly they’ve been seen on 


| video. They have some original | 


|feats, using sticks, and a clever 
| bit in their hat and cigaret switch- 
‘ing while tossing three pins for a 
|fast starter. Jayne & Adam Di- 
|Gatano impress with their slick 
| ballrooming, despite the fact that 
| Class terping is usually no win- 
ner at this house. They’re top- 
drawer on their “Under My Skin” 
number and set solidly with some 
| interpretative terping to piano ac- 
companiment. 

Comedian Joey Bishop has a re- 
freshing turn that gets socko re- 
ception. He opens with some 
swifties that immediately sets off 
the snickers, then essays some 
subtle videoisms. His grave-digger 
bit and his hokey carbon of Bette 
Davis are classic, as is his hilarious 
two-word (“But, Doc ..._!) im- 
presh of Ingrid Bergman. Bishop, 
| however, should save at least one 
| big guffaw to get him off. 
| Dave Apollon, with his three 
| Filipino lads, gets across in okay 
fashion. Mandolinist still projects 
his Russian dialect’ to humorous 
results, interspersing with good 
|treatments on “Tico, Tico” and 
| “Hungarian Rhapsody.” Boys back 
, on assorted string instruments and 
' get a fair share of she yocks with 
_ Anglo-Philippine comedics. Punchy 
version of “Tiger Rag,” with lads 
'chanting lyrics in garbled English 
\is a solid closer. 
| Sherman Hayes band opens show 
/with an Easter medley that’s high- 
ly listenable. ~ Me 








Casino. Toronto 
Toronto, Mar. 16. 


DeMarco Sisters (5), Henny 
Youngman, Mayo Bros. (2), Ann 
| Brewster, Vic & Adio, Bob Good- 
Archie Stone House Orch; 


| Kovacs, 


“ Man iy al al ay tang saptar oanes 
unner up for palm honors is vet | 45" > 
vauder Marshall Rogers and his; 4@iral Was a Lady” (WB) 
glass-tumbler music stint. The 
showmanship and wide variety of | 
tunes grabs solid mitting. Al and Marco Sisters on their first Toron- 
Connie Fanton are repeaters here | to visit are packing in the Casino 
with their dance ideas, featuring | customers for a wolf-whistle recep- 
bouncing balls, a palm-earning bit | tion that is also getting plenty of 
via the spin and twist taps of the word-of-mouth for a whammo en- 
femme and finish to “Siboney.” _| gagement. In black shirts and vel- 
Pedro and Durand reveal some’ jow sweaters, this eye-filling fem- 
daring balancing feats to share | inine version of a barbershop quin- 
honors. Bring plenty of gasps with | tet is the synthesis of the ‘“Ameri- 
their one hand lifts, chair balanc- ; can Gir).” 
ing sequence and headstands for’ Oy stage delivery, the five col- 
hefty response. Les Rhode and | jegian-appearing cutups vigorously 








; The show also has a little girl 
singer that should wait a few more 
| years before showing up in pro 
situations. 

The rest of the Palace program 
‘comprises four outside acts for a 
' total 80 minutes playing time. The 
'Ivanovs (3), Billy Romano and the 
|McNulty Family are under New 
' Acts. Mack, Russ & Owen two nor- 
/mal sized gents and a midget, per- 
‘form knockabout comedy for good 
returns. Jose. 


Empire, London 
London, March 13. 


Empire Girls (24) Empire Ballet 
| (20) Choral Ensemble (12) The 
‘Kovacs (3) The Kellys (2) Reco 
| & May, The Sky Rockets. George 
'Melachrino & Orch; “Wedding 


Bells” (M-G). 





With four outside acts to aug- 
ment the resident company, Nat 
Karson’s new Empire show is first- 
rate value-for-money entertain- 
ment. Entitled “Fun Time,” pro- 
| duction has a colorful circus flavor. 

The opening overture from “An- 
'nie Get Your Gun” is neatly cued 
'to the big-top spirit, and the Mela- 
'chrino orch do full justice to the 
‘Irving Berlin tunes. As a prelude 
ito the springboard antics of the 

the choristers and the 
ballet troupe come on for a colorful 
production. 

The Empire Girls, now regular 
| showstoppers, have a brilliant new 
‘routine, with Edward Noll’s core- 
_ography standout. 
| The Kellys, perch act, get boff 
‘reception for their clever stunts. 
| The main ballet item, ‘Circus 
, Episode,” is a bright affair. Alan 
‘Carter’s choreography is_ nicely 
, handled by the dancing team head- 
‘ed by Josephine Gordon, William 
‘Martin and Edward Gaillard. 
| The male of Reco & May clowns 
| through a tight-wire act, while his 
'partner provides encouragement. 
‘Turn is in keeping with the circus 





On disk and radio rep, the De- motif and registers for plenty | 


laughs. Myro. 

Chicago, Chi 
Chicago, March 16. 

| Hank Ladd, Steve Condos & 

i Jerry Brandow, Kitty Kallen, Bert 

‘Wheeler, Dick Contino, Louis Basil 

Orch; “Call Me Mister” (20th). 





' 
| 


Nate Platt, house producer, has 


- decided to buck the Lenten 

—- “i race through “Pretty Baby,” 4 doldrums with one of the most 
Seana "Uy. |“Hallelujah” harmony group Of expensive and strongest bills the- 
spirituals, and their identifying atre has had in recent months. 


Seville, Montreal “Little Girl from Little Rock.” 
Montreal, March 16. 

. 'manly songsters can return here 

Lott & Anders, Anita O’Day, Guy | sane with that cheer-leader 
Marz, The Simpsons j 
Boles, Len Howard Orch ‘7);) sibly shwredly, seesthem trying to 
‘Million Dollar Weekend” (Indie). | phe naughty but only succeeding in 
: a | being nice. bce k 
John Boles, who casued the’ Sharing the marquee billing is 








distaff side many fluttering in the | Henny Youngman with a song and | 


early '30s with “The Desert Song,” | patter pattern right out of Joe 
“Rio Rita,” et al, is doing a vaude Miller’s almanac—and he should 
single at the Seville this week and get some new material; the Mayo 
reception justifies booking from 


portiy figure than of old but the! Ann Brewster, a blonde in black. 
old charm and voice is there as he whose singing is better than her 
does a solid 25 minutes before, gab and whose interpolations of 


begging off. He reprises score from | Tallulah Bankhead and Mae West | 


“Desert Song,” mixes up a medley | imitations could not be identified 
of musicomedy faves and tops with | without the lady’s self-applied 
a brace of French items which. label, plus indigo lines. In a badly- 
Score with bilingual crowd. —~ | balanced bill. the DeMarco Sisters 


Teeoff slot goes to Lott and An- and the Mayo Bros. sock over solid- | 


ders, a young Danish team making ly and save the setup. McStay. 


their first Montreal appearance. | = 

uo open on high unicycles with’ Gloria Gilbert, ballerina, has 
male whamming over some neat’ been signed for the Folies Ber- 
juggling. Femme is a looker and | gere” at the Fimnnodrome, London, 
hendles the props with sparkle. 4 starting March 26. 





This quintet of young but show-. 


(2), John delivery and precocity that, pos-| 


Bros. for slow-tempo comedy bal-| 
every angle. Boles is now a more ancing and clever risley effects; 


From the looks of the _ early 
matinee trade, lineup should do 
_thke trick. Bill is also one of the 
smoothest in the last few months. 

Hank Ladd comes out for a few 
quickies to get the show under- 
_way and act as emcee, Condos and 
Brandow, follow and set a fast 
pace. Team of tapsters sing and 
dance “Wrap Your Cares in 
Rhythm.” Brandow does takeoff on 
Louis Armstrong singing “I Can't 
Give You Anything But Love” for 
a big mitt. Partner joins for a 
riff and then does a step tap, with 
‘duo joining for frantic finale on 
jive treatment of “Ace in the 
Hole.” 

Bert Wheeler joins Ladd for a 


‘especially for early seat-holders, 
‘but all paced neatly. After Kitty 
Kallen stint, comic returns to do 
a straight rendition of “What is 
‘a Boy.” His rib of calypso singers 
‘is clever and they bring on blond 
foi) for hoke version of “Never- 
| theless" for nice windup. 
Miss Kallen, 


fresh looking 


'ton & Son, Palladium Girls, Woolf 
| Phillips’ Skyrockets Orch. 





ry 


Val Parnell’s new vaude season 


members of the audience for their 
| attempts to lead his orch. There 
| are the inevitable prizes, of course, 
‘for the déne who, by the applause 
‘of the audience, is deemed the 


|at the Palladium opened in tradi- | pest maestro. Prizes are those con- 


liner, Donald O’Connor, topping a 
| good International bill. 

O’Connor, making his first ap- 
pearance in London, is somewhat 
of a disappointment. His personal- 
ity, warm and infectious, responds 
to the welcoming ovation, but his 
act is too thin in comparison to the 
more successful importations. He 
opens with breezy patter and fol- 
‘lows with two 
;“When I’m Not Near the Girl I 
Love” and “Be My Love.” Then 
‘he goes into a dance routine, hoof- 
‘ing to “Tea for Two.” 





that gets only mild reception. 


Teeing ‘off show is a simple but 
satisfying routine by the Palladium 
Girls which paces Shirley, Sharon 
| & Wanda, a trio of American acro- 
batic dancers, whose specialty is a 
rchain-dance and a triple somer- 
‘sault. Act registers on novelty. 
;Gaston Palmer, a facile conjurer 
| who pokes fun at his mishaps, does 
nicely. His skillful manipulation 
'of eight spoons into a same num- 
, ber of glasses in one toss winds for 
| solid response, 


| (Ganjou Bros. & Juanita are an 
, adagio quartet who place more em- 
|phasis on poetry of emotion than 
|speed. Act is elaborately staged 
|and charmingly executed. 


| Michael Bentine, back after 18 | 
‘months at the “‘Folies Bergere,” has | 


/some new material to embellish his 
| Standard act for a solid session of 
| laughs. 


| Musical comedy star Pat Kirk- | 


| wood scores with her vocal num- 
_bers, particularly with a fast nov- 
'elty, “Can’t Stop Talking.” She 
_also clicks with her opening num- 
_ ber, “My Kind of Music,” a spirited 
| “Great Day,” and “What a Lot of 
Fuss.” 
_George & Bert Bernard, long- 
| time faves at this house, return 
with an augmented miming act to 
, the accompaniment of disks played 
off stage. Opening with the An- 
‘drew Sisters’ “Boogie Woogie 
Bugle Boy” they wind into Ru- 
/Manian song, an operatic aria, and 
| the inevitable “Puddy Tat,” for top 
_ response, 


| Second half of show opens with 


‘the Palladium Girls, followed by | 


Burton & Son, a Continental bal- 


/ancing act making their British de- | 
It’s an impressive act with | 


but. 
/several variations of head-to-head 
‘balancing. Salici Puppets return 
‘with another intriguing show, high- 
lighted by a realistic concert pi- 
anist. Dolls are manipulated with 
| Skill for good appreciation. Myro. 


| Kravetz-UA 


i ——— Continued from page 5 

















‘jeopardy through new deal with. 


Arthur Krim, Robert Benjamin 
and Walter Heller & Co., to which 
he did not assent. 


' Kravetz, who engineered setup 


; \ ; under which he, McNutt and Mc- | 
heckling session, getting in some| Namee would acquire control of | 
real swifties, some slightly blue,| UA, claims he was forced out of 


| UA by new management and that 

‘he did not resign as either a direc- 
tor or secretary of the company 

' Pickford, 


Charles Chaplin, McNutt. Mc- 


_Nomee, Krim, Benjamin and Heller 


& Co. 


leasing songs, | 


To wind, | 
‘he is joined by wife in crossfire | 






Defendants in action wil] be Marv | 
Mary Pickford Corp.. | 


| Barbara Benson has a _ better- 


|than-average voice for a band 
singer, and she gets good response 


‘with such tunes as “Would I Love 
| You,” “S’Wonderful” and, for” a 


| distinct pace-changer, “Sorrento” 
‘for her solo closer. Later she re- 
j;appears for a duet with Tony 
| Alamo,. and then as a trio with 
{Alamo and Lloyd Roberts. Alamo 
has a neat baritone voice that he 
shows off well on pops. 


The band itself has a couple of 
‘innings, breaking up the stretch 
of solo performers, and it does 
neatly on the sweet-swing. Chubby 
Silvers, Lloyd Roberts and Ernie 
Rudiscil are among others from 
the band who are featured. 


The 3 Arnauts go over, as usual, 
with the novelty fiddling of the 
two men while acrobating, then 
the three-way birdcall flirtation of 
the two men and the woman. 

Jack Durant, with his usual falls 
,and impressions (with his Gable 
| being inevitable), got the mildest 
‘laughs at show caught. Durant has 
' played around Broadway for many 
‘years, but there is hardly a piece 
of business that he has changed 
during that period. . Kahn, 





Capitol, Wash. 


Washington, March 18. 
Patti Page, Benny Meroff, Al 
Gordon Dogs, Mage & Karr; “Air 
— ‘U). 





This is definitely Patti Page’s 


show. She wraps it up with her. 


/own special style, and brings down 
‘curtain with payees clamoring for 
'i ore. Rest of show, which is pleas- 
,ant enough, gets a somewhat mild 
approval. 

Chantoosey Page repeats her dis- 
clicks, wisely capitalizing on the 
‘familiar ditties and her rep. She 
‘makes a dazzling entry. flashily 
gowned in a dress that brings 
/whistles from the male portion of 
‘house and “oohs” from the distaff 
‘side. Sails right into “Ever True,” 
‘then tackles “Mocking Bird Hill.” 
Gets fans to white heat of enthu- 
,Siasm with “Would I Love You,” 
and takes time out for a_ break. 
‘Comes hack with “With My Eves 
, Wide Open,” one of her early 
| clicks, and uses “Tennessee Waltz” 
for a smash windup. Latter has 
the off stage voice of her sister, 
‘in the manner of the Page Decca 
recording, as a special gimmick. 
‘Is coaxed back for “All My Love” 
| and walks off to rafter ringing mitt 
| action. 

Benny Meroff combines patter 
‘with music to good effect. Helping 
on the comedy side, there is a 
tall, blonde femme serving as foil 
for a bluish tinge routine. Latter 
goes over well. Gags are handled 
_ fast. with some new material help- 
‘ing. Comic uses several musical 
instruments. clarinet, trombone, 
sax, etc., for laughs. then goes 
through a fast succession of them 
to show impressive virtuosity. A 
‘soliloquay on “hats.” accomnanied 
by some eve catching juggling of 
his own stovepipe, gets good re- 
' sponse. ; 

Al Gordon and his dogs are still 
reliable vande fare. Resnonse was 
not quite up to past stints, but 
the entices of the pups get beancoup 
chuckles. 

Mate & Karr have a smooth 
vrecisien fern rewtine as curtain 
riser, Your. rc add er ‘slasm 
ito some hep tapping. Lowe. 
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Merry Battle of Fledermice Looms 
Next Season With Met, NCAC Tours 


A merry battle of Fledermice is+ 


| 





Barrymore, Jr., Making 
His Legit Bow on Coast 


Hollywood, March 20. 
John Barrymore, Jr., will make 
his legit bow here late next month 


lin a revival of Moliere’s “Scapin” 


(“The Rogue”), which Albert Band 





looming for next season, with . 
ramifications involving a Metopera | Abravanel East Afte | 


vs. National Concert & To Busy Utah Symph Season, 
“feud,” a hassle for singers, and a : last 
Cones vs. Victor records rival-| 5 osdway poor err “stint was 
Mt ag of oe Gaeeee | with-last season’s “Regina,” arrived 
pr , ' , 


ah | i at con- 
overetta, “Die Fledermaus,” which |! N. Y. over the weekend 
are set to tour the U. S. next sea- 


\eclusion of his Utah Symphony Or- 
on. One will be an official Met-|Chestra season. Orch, under Abra- 
son. 


i i : irection for the fourth | 
overa vroduction; the other will be vanel’s direc 


a production put out jointly by | —— 44 concerts in a 19-week : 
an 1 Hurok. . ; 

a mn aaaueae plans for aj, Season included 13 os 
touring “rledermaus" Hlest” week. | road er RSL, Sal 
5 eet ae ae sat 61. Lake City, sponsored by git 
pone history, with 19 presenta- | Copper. this being one of sont ew 
hoot in N. V. (most any overa has Symphs _~ — —— Be 
we oe Diet 3 } ithe air. Broadcast deal, s 
yt a pe Aen age td ont a | time Kennecott has backed the 


snorine’s annual tour. 





orch, brought it a gross of $20,000, 
gross*d over £250.000 pm = or $13,000 net after time chares 





will produce and direct. Opening 
date depends upon the run of 
“Madwoman of Chaillot” which re- 
kindles the Ivar theatre March 28. 

Band is mounting the production 
on a two-weeks-only basis. 


Time’ B way Bow 
Awaits Stevens 


Boston, March 20. 
“It's About Time,” 








} 
| 
} 


| 


Inside Stuf—Lesit 


ight, co-featured with Frances McCann and Betty- George 
og et Soe eke of “Kiss Me, Kate,” is another up-from-the. 
chorus saga of show business. About two and a half years ago, when 
the Cole Porter musical was being financed, Wright sang at most of 
the numerous auditions for potential investors. Then, when the show 
was actually in production and he was sought for a part in the singing 
chorus, he couldn’t be located. He showed up at the Saint Subber- 
Lemuel Avers office later, however, and was offered a spot in the tour- 
ing edition as chorus singer and understudy for the lead, at a salary 
of $125 a week. Subsequently, when Keith Andes was switched to the 
Broadway company to succeed Alfred Drake, Wright took over the 
lead in the road edition, with a salary of $500. 





i nd members of his Parisian troupe, currently appear- 
o ot the ANTA Playhouse, N. Y., in their production of “L’Ecole des 
Femmes,” are being entertained on a frantic schedule. Besides being 
guests at numerous parties, generally several different affairs during 
the day and before and after the show, they are being taken to some of 
the Broadway hits. Arriving Saturday (17), the French actors had a day 
off before their Sunday night (18) opening, so some of them attended 
“Kiss Me, Kate,” “Second Threshold,” “South Pacific, * ‘Lady s Not 
For Burning,” “Guys and Dolls” and “Darkness at Noon, at matinees 
and evenings and last night (Tues.), when “L'Ecole” gave no perform- 


intimate | ance. In some cases the managements gave them passes, but in others 


revue starring British comedienne | anTA purchased the tickets. 


Hermione Gingold, will probably 
be presented on Broadway during 


| 





Following a one-day trial in N. Y. federal court last week, Federal 


q , ismissed a damage suit brought by the 
the week of April 9, as planned.| Judge Gregory F. Noonan dismisse 
Show, currently being tested at! estate of the late vaude agent, Max E. Hayes, against Michael Todd, 


i | — bridge, in- | i illiam K. Wells and the B. R. T. Corp., corporate pro- 
7 he Met is ing a|and other expenses were the Brattle theatre, Cambridge. in-| sketch writer William K. ) 0 , 
er iw. 4 “Sie ee ‘cludes material from the star’s quycer of Todd's recent Broadway production “Peep Show.” Action 
tour in '51-'52. Tour will consist Only 3 Plays About \“Sweet and Low,” “Sweeter and! the Hayes’ estate, claimed that the “Peep Show” sketch, “Friendly 
of ho'f-wecks, one and two-week | 


stands. with no one-nighters. Met’s 
new Howerd Dietz-Garson Kanin 
libretto version will be used, with 
Kanin snervising the tour produc- 
tion. Fifteen weeks already are 


beoked. iman’s “Let Me Hear the Melody” | 

The Met board okayed the ven-| in philly next Saturday (24) night, 
ture. provided no regular Met) prior to the scheduled opening in 
funds were used. (Met currently’ New York, highlights the hard- 
has a Grive on to raise $750,000 as jyck history of legit comedies 
a maintenance fund, because of | about Hollywood. Only three of 


heavy overations deficit. Colum- |them in the history of the theatre 
bia Recorcs, according to the Met’s| haye proved solid successes on 


genera! manager Rudolf Bing, Broadway. 


acrecd in 24 hours to finance the, The lucky trio comprises “Mer- 


road “F’edormanus” production, “on | ” : t 
: ‘ton of the Movies,” dating back to 
an ursecured. substantial loan it “ 


w ‘hout interest.” | 31) and “Boy Meets Girl” (1935- | 
The NCAC-Hurok “Fledermaus,” 36) In a twilight zone is “20th 
anounced several weeks ago, will | Century.” which was a moderate | 


consist 0° a nin>-week tour of one-| success in 1932-33 and is a current 


with tour practically all booked | about Hollywood, but about a cou-' 
already. Rivalry involves bookings | ple of Hollywoodians. 


(Continued on page 60) 


H’ wood Have Clickee; 
‘Melody’ Off Till Fall 


Decision to close S. N. Behr- 


In contrast to the hits have been | 
|eight flops. The Behrman gd 


LINDSAY, CROUSE PREP it is oniy being ciosea for repairs. 





| 


- Producers Harold Clurman and/! 
THO FOR FALL PREEMS Walter Fried hope to have it ready | 
: aie a |for another effort next fall. De-) 
New play by Howard Lindsay | spite good notices in Philly, it will | 
and Russel Crouse, to be eho ge be rewritten. | 
in the fall by Leland Hayward. is; High point of legit interest in| 
a bere pe pm tg ang be filmland - a near an comedy was | 
scribed as somewhat in the style : 1 with | 
of “Arsenic and Old Lace,” Joseph reached in 1940. Three plays 
Kesselring farce meller 
Lindsay and Crouse. produced in 
1940-41, the new script is a one- | flops 
Setter recuiring a cast of about 14) ; : 
f F “Every Man for Himself,” starring | 
rom the fact that its their ninth : : 
collaboretive effort | Lee Tracy and written by Milton) 
eit : : | Lazarus. It ran for three perform- | 
Lindsay and Crouse are also in-| ances. The others were “Beverly 


terested in producing “One Bright , Hills,” by Lynn Starling and How- | 
Day.” which the former saw re- | 


d J. Green, which ran 28 per- 
cently at Margo Jones’ theatre-in- Fe gen, which ra p 


‘ | formances; “Quiet, Please,” by F. | 
the-round at Dallas. Besides scout- Hugh Herbert and Hans Kraly, 16 


ing the play, Lindsay a!so con- performances, and “Glamor Pre- | 


ferred with Charles R. Meeker, Jr. | 
regarding a possible engagement at | 
the Dallas State Fair auditorium | 
next fall of a touring company of | 
“Call Me Madam,” Hayward pro- | 
duction for which he and Crouse | 
supplied the book and Irving Ber- | 
lin the score. 

Lindsay went from Dallas to 
Florida for a vacation and his wife, 
actress Dorothy Stickney, went to 
the Cozst to visit relatives. 


Cast (hanses, New Song 
Pep Un ‘Kina’ Tryout 


Boston, March 20. | 

Larry Douglas has succeeded 
William Dieh! as. Phra Maha Rot, 
second romantic lead, in “King 








and I,” currently winding up a Moss Hart “Once in a Lifetime,” 
three-week tryout at the Shubert) with 406 performances. 


here. 


latter. Another principal 
has John Juliano replacing Joseph 
Ho'land, who last week followed 
Murvyn Vye as the Prime Minis- 
ter. now a non-singing part. 

A new song, “Getting to Know 
You,” was inserted into the show 
last night (Mon.) by Richard Rodg- 
ers and Oscar Hammerstein, 2d. 
It’s sung by Gertrude Lawrence in 
the schoolroom scene in the first 
act. The second-act ballet, which 
the author-producers figure still 
runs too long, will be cut during 
this week’s finale pre-Broadway 
tuneup. The musical opens March 
79 at the St. James, N. Y. 


Diehl. who left the cast of | “Merton of the Movies,” the first 
“South Pacific” for this show, re-| of three efforts by Kaufman, who 
turns to his Seabee role in the! had as collaborator on this one 

cast; Mare Connelly. 
change in “King and I” this week | 


est,” plus some new sketches. 


| 
} 


|Lower” and “Sweetest and Low- | Neighbors,” was unlawfully appropriated from a dramatic composition 


titled “Neighbors,” which Wells assertedly assigned to Hayes in 1929, 


Mary Hunter, producer of the In throwing out the suit, the court held that there was no evidence to 
show here, hasn’t closed a deal for | substantiate the plaintiff's complaint. 


the New York presentation. Broad- 
way producer Roger L. Stevens has 
an option to become a partner in 
the venture, but he is ill at his 
home in Ann Arbor, Mich., and 
may not be able to see the show 
until next week. Meanwhile, Her- 
bert L. Berger and other manage- 
ments have made bids to co-pre- 
sent the show on Broadway, but Miss 


makes a decision. She wants to 


| 


| 
! 
| 
| 


Hunter is holding off until Stevens | fyewey signed the bill Monday (19)| Davis W. Snow’s 





Leoit Bit 
Peter Lawrence has signed an|{uted last week, bringing the total 
onltan to operate a musical tent! profit to $932,000 thus far on the 


theatre on the grounds of James | $180,000 investment .. . Frances 
Melton’s antique auto museum at | Starr will star in the Peggy Tait- 





Norwalk, Conn. ... Governor; Temple Buell presentation of 
“Long Days,” 
in Albany permitting brokers to!with Neva Patterson, Katharine 


get a medium-capacity New York} charge $1 fee on theatre ticket| Bard, Jeffrey Lynn and Hugh 


made a deal. 


1922: “Once in a Lifetime” (1930-| theatre for the revue, but hasn't | sales, effective June 1. 


| Shuberts opposed the measure, but | lis directing .. . 


T he | Reilly featured and Martin Manu- 
Robert White- 


“Tt’ ime” i .|the League of N. Y. Theatres re-| head’s production of Donald Or- 
ae ee | ae to commit itself one way |den Stewart’s “The Kidders” will 


Boston dailies and has played to|0F the other . . 


exceptional business at the tiny | 


Brattle showoase. It premiered | 


last Thursday night (15). 


Current Road Shows 


(March 19-31) 








“Diamond Lil” — Biltmore, Los | ing song and dance show from “So 





. Dave Pardoll,| try out at the Brattle, Cambridge, 
casting director and production | April 11-29 . . . Barbara Rush has 
supervisor for the ANTA Play | been loaned by Paramount for the 
Series, has been signed as produc- | role of Irma, created in the Broad- 
tion stage manager for next season ; way production by Leora Dana, in 
for the Metropolitan Opera . . .| the Coast edition of “Madwoman 
To avoid confusion with George of Chaillot,” in which Aline Mac- 
Abbott’s “Tree Grows in Brook-| Mahon will ~~ Martita Hunt's 
lyn” musical, Harry Delmar has ee part “_" co _— 

f his forthcom- | Will re-enac Ss sci 
coe oak and deaas dane am ae \aeens Wer i dae beck toons 





Angeles (19-24); Geary, San Fran-| This Is Brooklyn” to “Happy as | the Coast this week, and leaves 


cisco (26-31). 


“Gramercy Ghost” (tryout)—Lo- 
cust Street, Phila. (19-31) (Re- 
viewed in VARIETY this week). 


“Guardsman” (tryout) — Or- 


which | Hollywood backgrounds opened in em, Springfield, Ill. (19); Lin- 
! pe gg ag Ne They = Mosque, Peoria (21); Palace, South 


Decatur, Ill. (20); Shrine 
Bend (22); Murat, Indianapolis 
(23-24); Nixon, Pittsburgh (26-31) 
(Reviewed in VARIETY, Jan. 31,51). 


“I Know My Love” — Mosque, 
Richmond (19-24); Erlanger, Buf- 
falo (26-29); Aud., Rochester (30- 
31) (closing). 

“Innocents”—Lobero, Santa Bar- 
bara (19-20); Aud., Pasadena (22); 
Aud., San Diego (23-24); Biltmore, 
Los Angeles (26-31). 

“It’s About Time” (tryout) — 


ferred,” by Florence Ryerson and | Brattle Theatre, Cambridge, Mass. 
Colin Clements, 11 performances. | (19-31). (Reviewed in VARIETY this 
Other plays about Coast film- Week). 


makers that failed to make the'| 


grade included George S. Kauf- | Boston 


man’s “Hollywood Pinafore,” which | 
had a run of 20 performances in| 


“King and I” (tryout)—Shubert, 
(19-24) (Reviewed in 
VaRIETY, Feb. 28, ’51). 

“Kiss Me, Kate”—Metropolitan, 


the 1944-45 season; Clifford Odets’ | Sattle Gomel Yue Ge 
times in 1948-49; Allan Scott’s G 


“Joy to the World,” which with; 
124 performances in 1947-48 came 
closest to success of any of the 
non-payoffs, and “What Big Eyes,” 
by Joe Eisinger and Judson O’Don- 
nell, which got an eight-perform- 
ance run in April, 1942. 

“Boy Meets Girl” topped the 
hits. The Sam and Bella Spewack 
comedy ran 669 performances. 
Next was the George S. Kaufman- 


Then 


It ran 381 per- 
| formances. 


|_ “20th Century,” a product of 
Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur, 
played 152 times in its original 
presentation. Revival is in its 12th 
| week of capacity biz at.the Fulton. 


Current Equity Shows 
(March 19-April 1) 
LIBRARY THEATRE 


“Wild Duck”—Lenox Hill Play- 
| house, N. Y. (22-25), 











_ “You Can’t Take It With You” 


_—Lenox Hill Playhouse, N.Y.C. 
| (29-1), 


ayety, Washington (19-31). 
“Let Me Hear the Melody” (try- 


out) — Walnut Street, Phila. (19- | 


24) (closing). (Reviewed in 
Variety, March 14, ’51). 

“Make a Wish” (tryout) — Shu- 
bert, Phila. (19-7) (Premiere). (Re- 
viewed in Variety, March 14, ’51). 

“Member of the Wedding” — 
Colonial, Boston (26-31). 

“Mister Roberts” (Henry Fonda) 
—Omaha, Omaha (19-21); KRNT 
Theatre, Des Moines (23-24); Or- 
pheum, Kansas City (26-31). 

“Mister Roberts” (Tod Andrews) 
— Aud., Amarillo (19); Aud., 
Wichita Falls (20); Majestic, Ft. 
Worth (21-22); Melba, Dallas (23- 
26); Paramount, Austin (28-29); 
Texas, San Antonio (30-31). 

“Oklahoma” — Virginia, Wheel- 
ing, W. Va. (19-21); Colonial, Akron 
(22-24); Hartman, Columbus, O. 
(26-31). 

“Peter Pan” — Masonic Aud., 
Detroit (20-24); Civic Opera House, 
Chicago (27-31). 

“South Pacific’ — Shubert, Chi- 
ago (19-31). 

“Streetcar Named Desire”—Har- 
ris, Chicago (19-31). 

“Tree Grows in Brooklyn” (try- 
out)—Shubert, New Haven (19-24) 
(Premiere); Forrest; Phila. (27-31); 
(Reviewed in Variety this week). 

“Where’s Charley?” — Curran, 


San Francisco (19-31). lon 


| 
| 


| 


a Lark” ... Moral Rearmament, soon for an extended vacation in 
which recently presented “Jotham | Europe. 

Valley” at the 48th Street, N. Y.,, | Ann Hutchinson has succeeded 
and the Coronet, may bring the Jean Goodall in the dancing chorus 
show back to Bfoadway this spring Of the Broadway company of ‘‘Kiss 
or summer. Meanwhile, an airline Me, Kate” . . . Courtney Burr, co- 
has offered to take the drama to Producer of “Season in the ome 
Miami for performance before its’due back this week from Florida 
employees .. . Richard E. French -.- - Maxine Keith is radio-televi- 
and Murdock Pemberton will be . Sion representative for “Green Pas- 
associated with Eddie Dowling tures” . . . Legit pressagent yea 
next season in the presentation of liam Fields is again making the 
Saroyan’s “Violin Messiah” and A. New York newspaper rounds for 
J. Cronin’s “Spanish Gardner”... circus, and legit p.a. Arthur Can- 
The Stage Managers Club has been tor is an associate to the ye hy 
forced by rising production costs | Press rep, Roland Butler... — 
to cancel plans for a “Talent ’51” | J; Cameron has returned from the 
presentation, its annual showcase | Coast to be general stage manager 


for new Broadway talent. 


Frank L. Smith, president of the 
Assn. of Theatrical Press Agents 
& Managers, is convalescing at 
home after major surgery. He's 
on leave of absence as house man- 
ager of the National, N. Y. 


tic and actress-manager Katharine 
Cornell (Mrs. McClintic) were pas- 
sengers on the Vulcania, which ran 
into unusually rough weather last 
week, after sailing March 1 from 
New York for Genoa... Bert Lahr, 
not Alan Hewitt, was one of three 
recent resignees from the Actors 
Equity council. Others were My- 
ron McCormick and Winston 
O’Keefe . . . Dolores Gray, who 
appeared on Broadway in “Seven 
Lively Arts” and “Are You with 
1 roy clicking in London in 
“Annie et Your Gun,” is return- 
ing to co-star with Lahr in Arthur 
Lesser’s revue, “Two on the Aisle” 
. . . Daniel Mann, who directed 
“Rose Tattoo,” has taken a place 
at Westport, Conn., for the sum- 
mer... The Max Allentucks (he’s 
general manager for producer Ker- 
mit Bloomgarden; she’s Maureen 
Stapleton, femme lead in “Rose 
Tattoo”) plan to rent a summer 
place up the Hudson .. . Frank 
Coletti is subbing as stage manager 
of “Gentlemen Prefer Blondes” 
while Samuel Liff takes a two-week 
vacation in Haiti. 


Producer Richard Aldrich (and 
Myers), on Navy retraining hitch 
in Washington, is not due back in 
show business before next fall. 
Meantime, partner Richard Myers 
is handling the firm’s legit activi- 
ties and various associates are get- 
ting ready tc 
summer theatre projects on Cape 
Cod ... Another $30,000 dividend 
“Kiss Me, Kate” was distrib- 





Producer-director Guthrie McClin- | 


| at the Paper Mill Playhouse, Mill- 
| burn, N. J., opening next Monday 
/(26) with “Annie Get Your Gun. 
Other members of producer Frank 
Carrington’s staff will include 
'Agnes Morgan, general stage di- 
|rector; John Charles Sacco, musi- 
| cal director; Anthony Nelle, chore- 
| ographer; Herman Rosse, designer; 
|Richard Highley, manager, and 
| Samuel Steinman, pressagent . . . 
| Irene Manning leaves this week for 
England to play the lead in Charles 
Dyer’s “Into This World,” which 
will tour the provinces prior to its 
London presentation . . . Reginald 
Denenholz has joined Joseph 
Heidt’s legit, radio and television 
publicity office. 

Anne Jeffreys, star of the Broad- 
way edition of “Kiss Me, Kate, 
has leased a New York apartment 
with the intention of remaining 
east indefinitely . . . Allan Jones, 
who recently suffered a heart at- 
tack on the Coast, has bought a 
dude ranch near Laramie, Wyo. 
. .~ Members of last week’s gradu- 
ating class at the American Acad- 
emy of Dramatic Arts, N. Y., in- 





operate Aldrich’s | 


cluded Carol Ann Beery, daughter 
of the late Wallace Beery; Jac- 
queline Holt, daughter of film onl 
ducer Nat Holt; Ray Kellogg, hus- 
band of radio singer Eileen oeges 
and Alis Kimbrough, daughter 0 
authoress Emily Kimbrough .. . 
Emmett Callahan, company mana- 
ger for producers Russell Lewis 
and Howard Young, has recovered 
from pneumonia... Producers 
Harald Bromley and George 
Brandt, in association with Richard 
Doscher, pulled a new exploitation 
stunt for last week’s Broadway 
premiere of “Springtime for 
Henry,” having vig flower dec- 
orations across the footlights, on 





the partition at the rear of the 
(Continued on page 60) 
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O. Davis, Courtenaye Olden, Ossie Davis.| Avon Long, Alma L. Hubbard ; 
Willie... .cceseeeceeveres Billy Parsons | Reginald Denham. Setting by Raymond everybody. At the opener there | William Marshall, Rodger Alford, James | ohn eeu’ James Fuller Mar- 
Petey ...cacccvccsecsece- Lou Wills, Jr. Sovey. At Playhouse, Wilmington, March | were 28 numbers nearly all of | Fuller, William Dillard, Milroy Ingram, | ‘ ’ ’ é ‘ 
Allie .....ccceeccvecceveces: Joe Calvan 46, +51; $3.60 t . | er | Van Prince, Vinie Burrows, James Fuller, | garet Williams, Anna Mae Richard- | 
Se, *tenveeveseneusst erie: Dody Heath | wargaret ie Mabel Paige | them notable for their weakness. | (300 Hil, John Rainey, George Royston. | con and others difficult to i dentify . 
Katie ....ccscccccccece: Marcia Van Dyke | Nancy Willard..-+...-:- Sarah Churchill ' These numbers ranged from mono-| Robert McFerrin, Alonzo Bosan, Tina | ; H } 
Jordan Bentle er aes smi : enti ie. Randolph Sawyer,| in the enormous cast. obe. 
5 ing TITTTTT TT i tence oer —- — ov cetecsocte ag Bion logs by Miss ——. intimate eng oe Peinia Dash Thos Foye. | 
ees SNee Chee hanes & uther AmeS......cceeee- arry S ern | ductions. and from com- | & " " , | __ 
Cissy ...ccccccceseceoess Shirley Booth aa. Robert Sterling | dance productions, al Yvonne Jiggets, Jumel Jones. _ : : 
Harry itwmEnintwnnatmes fethanat veg | or péleeues Richard Waring | edy sketches to fairly elaborate! Choir: Mabel oreen, Maudine Brown. | Springtime for Heary 
J@ «cece cececcnevenee: arian xon . ; , se s ” a3 , Hope Foye. , " " 
ee ee neo teonss Ha Towne, | Durlesques of “The King and I ee Burton, Hop pbatd. Oc! Johnson, | guiaraid_, Brom ey and George Brandt 
EE cahahenannieataigeis: R ao mee Rocky ITI imitehen Kowal | and all of Gian-Carlo Menotti Madeline | Preston. a bag pe | presentation of comedy in three acts by 
Senne <The seer senenetens tn lb ’ FOX weeeeeeee John Marley | operas. | Ajaye, Leona Avery, e , enn W. Levy. Stars Edward Everett 
FIOTENCE «2. secccecseseess Janet Parker | lau kee haapeakwes Charles Boaz a iss Gingold’ 1 tints, | Parker. Ethel Purnello, Rodger Alford, | frorton, Haila Sioddard. Hugh Wakefield, : 
Edgie ....ccccccesccceess Donald Duerer | | f Miss Gingold’s solo stints, |; oWson Bates, Calvin Dash, William ©. | Ursula Howells. Staged by Bromley; set. 
foer’ Cceepaaeianiaeaese ned Martin ' John Cecil Hol /only “Souvenirs,” a character | Davis, Curtis Hawkine. a os | ting, H. A. Conde; costumes, Davia 
n+ lO ST es’ dahataisty ited OES See | i oM- | pj i - | Robert McFerrin, George Ro , | Ffolkes. At John Golden, N. Y., Mar 
Swanswine ..ceccceceeess Albert Linnville This new John Ceci iit ie waif. prece which she unloads unex poo John H. Rainey, Beecher Wilson, te ony $4.80 top ($6 opening). ch 
i cadaen shweagnesbieks Allen Gilbert €dy should encounter little dit | pected things from an attic trunk, | 52°¢*carr, George Hill, William Veasey. | mr, Dewlip ...--. Patna Benrett Berton 
Salesman co eceeeesceeececess. Art Carroll ficulty on Broadway. It impresses | really clicks despite a weak black- | George O. Willis. | ar. a... eaeas Hugh Wakefield 
‘ is ta i bea ahing 9 * Celene Flanigan) as a likely hit contender. The out. Her music talk, a parody on | | Mrs. Jelliwell .....0...0.. Haila Stoddard 
' author evidently believes that the a longhair lecture, has been better | Miss Smith .........secee. Ursula Howells 
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strawhatter that stayed for dinner, 
Hermione Gingold is by no means 


Plays Out of Town | assured of making it stick in this 


| intimate revue. a 
iere. lso emphasizing color, Despite an enthused _first-nig it 
on the gy en cos-| audience that rolled off its pews 

tumes designed by Irene Sharaff. | in merriment at her slightest facial 

New Haven, March 19. Jay Blackton gets double credit | grimace or vocal inflexion, Miss 

George Abbott (in association with Rob-| 4. musical supervisor and vocal|Gingold hasn’t got the material 
pad in two ogee 9 r.. Betty Smith's arranger and Robert Russell Ben- here to warrant a bout with Broad- 


A Tree Grows in 
Brooklyn 





name. Stars Shirley Booth, Glover capably round | way. That she is a superb actress 
Johnny Johnston; features Marcia Van bey “ine "has de arement with | and a knowing comedienne with | 
Dvke, Nathaniel Frey, Nomi Mitty, Lou OUt the Pp Sscesl aie ie aaa War cael | 
Wills, Jr. Book by Miss Smith and Ab- musical arrangements. Bone. ja y oe ee | 
bott; music, Arthur Schwartz; lyrics, | need plenty of strengt oth in; 
ered lghtin io Mi ht i, cenemen, material and support to get over— 
3 ting, elziner; co , r : 
| a yy choreography, Herbert Wilmington, March 16. 'and it isn’t forthcoming in this 
Ross: musical supervision, Jay Blackton; | Roger Clark production (in association The revue is basted together | 
ade Eee ite. few wee een roa 2 ee ghree from odds and ends of discarded | 
“ . ‘ : n Ceci > , espa 
Haven, March 19, °51; $5.40 top. tharchill, Robert Sterling. Directed by |Tevue material by practically 








Gramerey Ghost 








George Abbott, long recognized same gags which produced success- 
in show biz as an astute play doc- ful laugh shows in the past are 
tor, has now turned tree surgeon. no less potent today. “Careless Talk” proves okay as a 
In transplanting “Brooklyn” from The title is a giveaway to the! series of non-sequitirs, but most | 
its film and novel surroundings! story. The ghost of a Revolu-: of the comedy routines try to make | 
to the medium of the stage, he tionary war soldier is doomed to *jheir point with topical references 
has — oo ari — eee a gia pe pag mansion obviously dragged in. 
worthwhile addition to the sea-' by George ashington unti e | Getta t 
son’s musical roster. Abbott ‘may | (the soldier) carries out his origi- | wy b rus Soe song cates a — 
be no cartographer but he’s cer-|nal orders. It seems the soldier | j,, y - aa by Maria , civ I the | 
tainly going to shift Flatbush had caused Washington to lose | ee 4 haitee er for & colle a | 
right onto Broadway, maps or no _ battle by tarrying with a barmaid | ee bein PR es od and an. | 
maps to the contrary. |instead of delivering a message | gascript eet Graham ae | 

Tinkering with the Betty Smith | Which would have saved the day. poe of the material. dis-| 
original in order to produce a/, The mansion’s owner dies and J)... an assured comic style, but | 
tuneshow, has in no way }éssened bequeaths the ghost to a career fi"hect sketch. called “Professor | 
the script’s emotional punch. It's girl who has an apartment in the | (¢’p0., is not entirely inoffensive. | 
all there, plus the added values'house. The fun begins when it more jis some oka “A ing by Pat | 
of an impressive score, some inter- | becomes apparent she is the only p.ion who could Mir . aa ht | 
esting choreography and an eye- One who can see and talk to Mr.' vie ’..a although the Seaman | 
filling lineup of sets and costumes. | Ghost. Everyone around her thinks 7 ove. amounts tg ies ones | 

The combined scripting of Ab-|she is daffy and that angle is orting players and dancers are all | 
bott and Miss Smith, plus the ex- | worked to the limit. But it pro- right 8 The whole thin in fi 
cellent lyrics of Dorothy Fields, |duces laughs, Of course, the ghost . 8, 


|done before. One comic dialog | 
|(with Murray Matheson) called | 


Plays on Broadway 


» en Pastures its of the staging, irresistably 
04 May pee A of Dwight Deere | Played. As De Lawd, William Mar- 
Wiman), in association with Harry shall is a worthy successor to the 


Fromkes,, presentation of Mare Con ee in late Richard B. Harrison, who rose 
on oO 
a Ba (17 seenes) by Connelly, suggest- | tO stardom in the part. He is a 


ed by Roark Bradford’s “Ol’ Man Adam | tremendous man, with an i¢mposing~~ -.... 


an’ His Chillun’” sketches. Directed by | yoice, great dignity and, except for 

ceasery? pee case a occasional moments, authority. 

rection of Hall Johnson, At Broadway,| Ossie Davis is excellent as 

N. ¥. March 15, ’51; $480 top (6/ Gabriel and ae ~*g are persuasive 

opening). erformances, in most cases in 
iott, Joyce Gissentanner, | P bas 

puilie” aa Pierre Dillard, Ernest} double and triple roles, by John 


Bloomfield, Philip Brinson. Williambard. Marriott, William Veasey, William 
cVaniel, . id ; 
Aven Leng. Eihel Purnello, Anna Mae | O. Davis, William Dillard, Milroy 


Richardson, Margaret Williams, William | Ingram, Van Prince, Alonzo Bosan, 








As a sort of a ges | 
version of the miracle plays, “The ; 
7 us “iti | Edward Everett Horton, who's 

ee Pee Py th aoe) - | made practically a full-time career 
— = “A on ten an| of trouping “Springtime for 
ee ae ‘val | Henry” in road stands and straw- 
American classic. This revival, ap- | hate, has finally been cajoled into 
parently a painstaking reproduc: | risking Broadway in the Benn W 
tion of the original, remains a Levy perennial, It was first tae 
ee Sr anes | See in 1931, with Leslie Banks 
ey Py a ’; | and Nigel Bruce as stars. Although 
— an Sanekae Mauee Gee the show is only so-so entertain- 
a Whether the show retains all its| ment, its modest production cost 
original impact will, however, be a | aoe ores —_ Pg coh aw, 
matter of individual opinion. More- me gD incon agp By slide 
over, it remains to be seen whether waanaa he sin aries Soak 9) esore 
licel er hat us eaten pg to 1911, the farce dates relatively 
seemed to those who saw it first i. age he yg Bh ag Raa 
= ang + - gon . “ ~ at-| genuinely humorous premise, but 
formed since then, but theatrical | 8, expertly written, with  provoc- 
techniques and styles have ad- ative characters and _ infectiously 








ne,| vanced enormously and, finally, funny situations and lines. More- 


: i ‘oi ‘seems pallid and lightweight. of-| present economic conditions re- | 0VT, instead of slipping downhill, 
ee sete Se | ders eg Reagent = Bosme gud ese fering nothing new, original or | quire the presentation of this re- it rises steadily to a mirthful 


range from comedy to tear-jerk-jthan accept the help of two bright, ==) = Elie. 
ing. Scribblers have not only | Visitors from heaven with a scheme | . : 
milked the theme of its laugh and |to get him past the pearly gates. Wear a New Face 

cam eotate Wet Rags Gece fo St leeneral comiualon me’ the gate] Albany, March_ 12 
a n that spreads these assets | 8en 
a & oma wrepestion. | fiance, . stuffy, humorless Wall! a M. Skelly presentation of revue | 


| two acts, with sketches, lyrics and | 
Music by Arthur Schwartz comes | Street type, and a brash, happy-' music by Joseph Hayes: music arrange- 


in for a substantial nod. The lilt | go-lucky reporter who also falls for ments by Edward Sewell. Directed by 
ot a ditty tagged. “Love Is. the |the girl and emerges as the winner Haver. Features Hayes, Sewell Geraldine | 
Reason” should skyrocket it to in the romance department. _ | Shelley Lewis, Florence Savoie; at Insti- | 
quick acceptance. Others that! Finally the ghost realizes his | tute theatre, Albany, March 11, ’51; $1.20. 
register favorably are “I'll Buy |love is hopeless, and after every- 
You a Star,” “If You Haven’t Got |one is satisfied, including George! Revue, presented by a youthful, 
a Sweetheart,” and “The Bride | Washington, he deserts the earth reasonably talented group, after a 


Wore Something Old.” Effectively |to exchange his dated uniform for | performance at the Dance Studio 





vival in a huge theatre, in contrast | Climax in the third act. 
to the moderate-size house it first | 


But co-producers Harald Brom- 
played. ley, George Brandt and Richard 


repeats its original popular recep- | 9" the treatment of the revival, as 
‘tion, which seems questionable, it 2 Tesult of which the play's locale 
has little chance of even breaking | iS still London and two of the four 


even, let alone making a profit. | actors are unquestionably British, 
Besides being an expensive pro- | While the other two are just as 
duction, which piled up staggering | obviously American. The same in- 
losses during its four weeks’ try-|COnsruity is evident in the per- 
tour, it obviously involves a heavy | formance, some of the cast playing 
operating overhead. And since a|it as farce and the others as 
film version was made years ago, | Straight comedy and at times out- 
there’s no prospect of a Hollywood | Tight slapstick. 


sung by a male group is “I’m Like 
a New Broom.” “Growing Pains” 
gets an appealing father-daughter 
rendition; “Don’t Be Afraid” car- 
ries an inspirational punch, and | 
“Make the Man Love Me” clicks 
on_romance. 

Topping the cast as Aunt Cissy, 
who makes a hobby of collecting 
“husbands,” Shirley Booth gives 
one more demonstration of the re- 
markable’ versatility that has 





‘ship to Britain’s former prime! sonnel additions. 


angel attire. | Players in New York and sched- 

A cast of expert funmakers | uled for dates at the Hotel Sutton 
help things considerably. Sarah| in New York and elsewhere this 
Churchill reveals herself as charm- | spring, is slated to open a 10-week 
ing, graceful and.talented as the | summer season of musicals at the 
ghost inheritor. And although the | Surf Light Amphitheatre in Beach 
author insists she is an American | Haven, N. J., July 2. It will be 
girl from Rochester, the accent more elaborately costumed and 
leaves no doubt of her relation- staged there, with or without per- 
Some of the 
minister. {numbers could be used in a Broad- 

Robert Sterling, her co-star, is|) way revue, and the production 


sale to recoup the investment. 
Despite some quiet speculation 
in the trade, there appears little 
basis for uneasiness over possible 
resentment against the show on 
racial grounds. Although sensitiv- 
ity toward racial stereotypes has 
increased since Connelly’s treat- 
ment of the Roark Bradford 
sketches was first presented, 
“Green Pastures” should not give 





offense, as it obviously represents 


Besides being too old for the 
past of the briefly reformed roue, 

orton’s broad playing, which 
tends to turn the yarn into bur- 
lesque, gets laughs the easy way, 
but misses the point of the farce. 
In other words, he’s comie in terms 
of his own characterization, but 
not humorous in terms of the play 
as a whole. Morever, because of 
his simpering mannerism$, his 
first-act love scene is downright 


stamped her career. Stepping, in a happy choice for the reporter, | might go in certain summer spots, 
a single season, from the frus-| exuding charm as_ he _ dashes! but as presently constituted, show 
trated wife of “Come Back, Little around the stage helping solve the | would have no chance in New York. 
Sheba” to the singing of a show- \heroine’s difficulties with the un-' Portions of the score are rather 
stopping comedy song titled “He welcome tenant. Robert Smith | tuneful. It was given a fine in- 
Had Refinement,” the actress | squeezes the maximum in laughs terpretation on the piano by Ed- 
bridges the gap  ocutstandingly.| from his role of the strait-lacedi ward Sewell, an Albany youngster 
Her thesping chores, likewise, are fiance who is continually in hot who has studied at the Juilliard 
noteworthy. |water from one source or another. | School in New York. Sewell, like 
Typical of an Abbott produc- Richard Waring handles the ghost Joseph Hayes, appeared in Vin- 
tion, the cast contains members! role with ease, though the part centian Institute musicals here. 
breaking the ice in the legit field.' limits him to a series of poetic; All members of this company 
“Brooklyn” is Johnny Johnston’s , speeches and posturing. ‘have had professional experience. 
full production debut and the lad| The supporting players also rate | Geraldine Sloane was with the San 
comes through in good style. He |Special mention for keeping things Carlo Opera Co. Doris Padgett, 
sings well and does okay by the ei the move. Mabel. Paige has a soprano, does her best singing in 
straight portion of his assignment. | juicy role as the old family re-| “Tiajuana,” “Success Story,” and 
Marcia Van Dyke, another legit tainer who takes on new dignity “Nothing For Me,” warming u 
fledgling, gets a well-deserved;when she becomes a_ property | after a slow start. Chester Ludgin, | 
hand for her vocalizing, as well as Owner, and Kirk Brown is good as | with a fairly rangy baritone, also | 
her sincere playing of the Katie i= o_o = to a by by os but empveres. se | 
role. e y goings-on in Gramercy | duets o e pair were stiff. ud- | 
Nathaniel Frey is a distinct asset | Park. Harry Sothern has a fine gin clicks with “Summer Breeze,” | 
as the slow-thinking plumber who scene as the lawyer, and the re-|a city lament, “Blame It All On. 
finally marries Cissy; Dody Heath |maining char cters, Harry Townes, | Spring” and “In Search of Love.” | 








is effective and attractive as Mitchell Kowal, John Marley, and; Hayes, who is primarily a dancer, | 
Katie’s friend Hildy, and Nomi; Charles Boaz, all do their bit in| warbles “Freshman Blues” in so- 
Mitty does a . eat little job in a keeping the audience chuckling. 


i | , |so fashion. Like “Tiajuana” and | 
kid part. Lou Wills, Jr., heads a| Reginald Denham’s staging 


/ones that might profit by the in- 


not a typical Negro conception of | €™barrassing. On the other hand, 
the Bible, but a small-town south- | the star’s clowning does get laughs, 
ern preacher's picturesque way of | his personality is ingratiating and 
making the Old Testament story | SiS name is a boxoffice come-on. 
understandable to his colored Sun-| Haila Stoddard (the wife of di- 
day school pupils. | rector and co-producer Bromley) 

The very reverence with which | iS & Visual dish as the irrepressibly 
this revival has been produced | faithless spouse of Henry's best 
seems a factor against it. Thus, not | friend and the manifestation of 
only does the writing employ anti- | his emotional growth from spring 
quated techniques, but Robert Ed- | t© Summer. Her performance im- 
mond Jones’ scenery and costumes | Proves with the play, reaching 
appear to be exact copies of his | )#&h gear in the third act. Ursula 
original designs, some of which | Howells, a stunning looker from 
have also become passe. Moveover, , London, gives a skillfully straight- 
Connelly’s staging seems slow.and faced farce performance as the 
ponderous compared to the pace prudish secretary who “likes the 


p and flexibility of contemporary decent thing.” She's a likely bet 


shows. or films and television. Hugh 
For instance, a “South Pacific,” | Wakefield, also from England, is 

“Call Me Madam” or “Guys and *Properly serious as Henry’s dimwit 

Dolls,” alternates full-stage scenes , friend. 

with fore-stage passages to afford| _Bromley’s staging seems com- 

uninterrupted performance. But Petent, if not too briskly paced, 


_“Green Pastures” uses virtually | while H. A. Condell’s bachelor liv- 


the entire stage for all scenes, even | iN& room setting has an appropri- 


ately cluttered atmosphere and 
timacy of before-curtain presenta- | David Folkes’ costumes look au- 
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( several others, it could be built | tion, thereby requiring long waits | thentically in period and yet at- 
trio (Billy Parson, Joe Calvan) of | excellent, pointing up the many into a good production number. | between scenes. The fact that these | tractive. Hobe. 
singing-dancing waiters who rate comedy comments, and Raymond Hayes cuts loose with Shelly Lewis, | interludes are filled with the Hall 








a bow. Balance of troupe, com- Sovey’s living room setting is) in “The Roaring 20’s,” their black- | 
prising minor roles, adds com- colorful and attractive. Klep. | bottom dance registering solidly. | 


petent support. ee Second act has the major share of | 
Choreography by Herbert Ross it’s About Time the terping. Florence Savoie pre- 
has provided a variety of stepping Cambridge, March 14. sens a comedy takeoff of radio 
a wae yer § ahaa marattle theatre Se. in association with ae eg with Hayes, in 
osition within reasonable time | “ary Hunter) production of revue “Brunch at Birdie’s” and another 
limits. Ranging from beer garden | ReneS. Sars Hermione Gingold; features | on “Oscar” awards—the latter be- 
vaude style to a “nightmare™ bal- | by. Miss "Hunter. Directed. by Walter fore the curtain. She grabs laughs 
ee meet with substantial | Sool Besa ae jones pe in both. Hayes has his best come- 
oval. ; co te i " i 
y = St | bl d dances, Peter Hamilton; cos- | 4Y Session in a “movie pest” scene. 
Vocally the show is in sound tumes. “Robert Fletcher: sete, Robert | Miss Padgett displays certain bal- 
pam, individually and in ensem- | en tg tsi anes — Cambridge. | let ability, too ’ 
; ik : +. | Mare » H / 5 . ‘ 
cand ped By ms technique is *" With Miss Gingold. Graham. Don Lib-| . Ensemble dancing, on the small 
£00d advantage on several erto, Hamilton, Murray Matheson, Pat | platform, is uneven. Unit achieves 
tunes. Oscar Kosarin’s conducting | Bydell, Bill Shirley, Jennie Lou Law, | excellent results with “The Sub 
had the opening running smoothly. Kay, Coulter. Vera Lee, Bob Gallagher, | Wa Gono 5 © SUD 
Scenic and lightin ffect by | mare Stevens, Lee Murray, Patricia Jen- | WAY ng bit. Sketches are in- 
 ababiee tn g effects by nings. and-out. Little scenery was avail- 
ebalanen Sh ring spontaneous | : . _ |able. Cast changed it opening 
a ow is a heavy one, Making her American debut in night, 
opera ing on 19 scenes as of pre-' Cambridge’s_, Brattle . theatre, a! waits, 











this making for too many | 
as Jaco. 


Johnson choir’s magnificent spir-| L°Eeole Des Femmes 
= . nad a partial recompense. (School for Wives) 

milarly, while Jones’ scenery | ANTA presentation of La Compagnie 
and costumes were considered a | Riamatique Francaise des Tournees pro- 
r n ere. 
ae oe er two decades | Directed by and. starring Louis Jouvet. 
g0, some of the settings seem | Sets and costumes, Christian Berard; mu- 
Also, the treadmill, which was| Hore te? 3® ‘51 


MED S veseceseussenes cave ichard 
something of an innovation when | Arnolphe Louis Jonvet 
it was used in the original produc- CET ysAlde ....ce0s Co eeceres F Leo a 
tion, now tends to be merely an/| Georgette (7'°°°""" ! “Monique Melinand 
unnecessary gimmick. And the/|Agneg .......... ++-.Dominique Blanchar 
author's direction is not only heavy- |The Neary." Garg." Michel Etcheverry 
footed, but frequently employs | Enrique... 1177! Georges Riquier 
awkward forms long since dis- | Oronte .................... Pierre Renoir 





carded. 
Despite these drawbacks, how- | 





ANTA scored an artistic bull’s- 


ever, “Green Pastures” remains an | €ye with its importation of Louis 
, emotionally genuine, stirring ex-|Jouvet and his Parisian Theatre 
pression of American folklcre. It's de L’Athenee troupe for a presen- 
(Continued on page 60), 


Oil 


admirably cast and, within the lim-' 
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Biz Good in Hub; ‘King’ $41,900, 
Time’ $5,100 in 6, Ecole’ $6,900 (2) 


Current entries on the Hs ORL A’ ROUSING $33,400 
IN SIXTH PITT VIS 


legit scene are the sold-out “King 
Pittsburgh, March 20. 





and I” in its third and final week 
at the’ Shubert, and Hermione 
Gingold’s American preem in “It’s 
About Time” at the Brattle theatre, 
Cambridge. Latter received mixed 
notices, but biz is holding up quite 
well. “Member of Wedding” is 
skedded for four weeks at the 





to be one of the most amazing phe- 
Boerne in — business. Re- 

- é turning to the Nixon last week 
aaa erty Deg pie oa | foe its second Pittsburgh stand 


sein . on _|this season and sixth over the 
$3 Rnd Ea lg ir Red the folk musical provided 


first six performances, which is the ‘eaeae Ga g FEA yO 
best gross the theatre has ever| when it did close to $33,400 at 
drawn for that span. |$3.50 top ($4.10 with federal and 


“King and I,” (Shubert) (1,750; | cit ) oN . 
$4.80-$5.40). Capacity second week \thing near psi gar 4 et th oan, ° 


hit $41,900; final week current. 

“L’Ecole des Femmes,” (Colonial) | 
(1,500; $3.60). Louis Jouvet here | 
for two performances, Thursday | 
and Friday nights (15-16) pulled 
capacity $6,900. House dark until 
Monday (26). 


‘Streetcar’ $9,000, 


luctant to send the show back so 


Production had opened the new 
Nixon only last September, at that 
time for a fortnight, and did 
nearly $28,000 the first stanza and 
about $380,000 the second. But 
mail orders for this return date 
were terrific and fact that house 
hadn’t had a booking in a month 
probably helped whet the local 





Saga of “Oklahoma” continues | 


Guild officials at first were re-| 


Ti-Coq’ Fine $21,300 In 
Return Toronto Date 


Toronto, March 20. 
f Gratien (Fridolin) Gelinas, whose 
‘Ti-Coq” (“Li'l Rooster”) got the 
| Broadway brushoff recently, racked 
| uP an excellent $21,300 at the 
Royal Alexandra (1,525) at a $3.50 
| top, with week’s latter half sold 
out. IS was a return engage- 
ment, with ‘“Ti-Coq” pencilled .in 








\for a third Toronto appearance 
_ week of April 9. 

Meanwhile, troupe will play 
Hamilton, London, Ottawa, prior to | 
|a Maritimes and _trans-Canada 
| tour. Under present plans for the 
| Toronto engagement, and first. time 
|in the history of the Royal Alex- | 

andra, two extra performances will.| 
| be given in the French-language 
| version and already seems virtually | 
sold-out. Current Toronto engage- 
|ment successfully bucked such 
| competition as Lent, the Dominion 
_Drama Festival and an ice show. 





Melody’ $9,100, 
Wish’ 32G, Philly 


Philadelphia, March 20. 
Last week’s two stage new- 








legit appetite, too. 


6 ? *| Nixon is currently dark again, ' the b.o. 
'relighting next Monday (26) with 
ose 3 9 ‘MacDonald-Raymond “Guardsman” | 


‘and then nothing at all definitely 
Chicago, March 20. in sight for the rest of the season. 


Be. — , ag hit , 
“Streetcar ame esire,” last | ¢ . 
week, “South Pacific” continued to | Roberts $43,805 in 9 


play to SRO houses. There’s noth- 





ing else in this week, but “Peter 
Pan” opens March 27 at the Civic 
Opera House. 


Only thing penciled in after | 


_ For Mpls. House Recor 


Minneapolis, March 20. 
In the face of two blizzards, plus 


“Pan” is the New York City Ballet | Lent and income tax, “Mister Rob- 
for a two-week run starting April | erts,’” with Henry Fonda, broke 
23 and a stand, May 10-12, of the | the Lyceum single week boxoffice 
Metropolitan Opera, both at the | record for a straight dramatic at- 
Opera House. | traction. In the 1,859-seat house 





Estimates for Last Week 


“South Pacific,” Shubert (18th; 
wk) ($5; 2,100). No Lenten slack- | 
off here; $51,300 again. | 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Har-| 
ris (lst wk) ($3.80; 1,000). Got | 


away slowly; $9,000. | 





‘KATE’ RECORD $45,000 
FOR 7 IN PORTLAND, ORE. 


Portland, Ore., March 20. 

Large traveling musical shows | 
have been skipping the Pacific 
Northwest because Portland did 
not have a spot with enough seat- 
ing capacity. Last year, Portland- 
ers finally voted to spend some 
coin and modernize a house, the 
Auditorium. Bill Duggan booked 
the “Kiss Me, Kate” show in for 
five nights and two _ matinees 
March 13-17, with the Auditorium 
only 80% completed. Customers 
can see and hear from any seat in 
the house and the acoustics are 
100% better. New seats and car- 
pets are yet to be installed. 

Despite bad weather and the 
Lent season, “Kiss Me, Kate” 
grossed $45,000, with the 3,500- 
seater scaled at $4.20, for a new 
record. The cast was headed by 
Frances McCann, Robert Wright, 
Marc Platt, Benny Baker and Betty 
George. 


6 ? 
Charley’ Bows Sock 
Civic Season in Frisco 
San Francisco, March 20. 
“Where’s Charley?,” with Ray 
Bolger and Allyn McLerie, opened 
the 12th season of the San Fran- 
cisco Civic Light Opera Assn. at 
the 1,775-seat Curran theatre last 
night (19). The CLO season al- 


ready has an advance ticket sale 
in excess of $450,000, a record. 


Slated for April 30 opening is 
“The Merry Widow,” with “Guys 
and Dolls” set for June 4. “Three | 
Wishes for Jamie” will have a 
world preem locally as the fourth 
offering of the CLO season. 


‘Song’ 126, St. Pete 


St. Petersburg, Fla., March 20. 


“Desert Song,” produced last 
week at the St. Petersburg Op- 
eretta, failed by a considerable 
margin to equal the take of “Stu- 
dent Prince,” previous week’s pro- 
duction, ringing up a gross of only 
$12.000. An unseasonable spell of 
cold weather reduced attendance 
early in the week, but Thursday 
and Friday nights were the usual 
sellouts. 

Advance sales for the current 
“Chocolate Soldier” took a de- 
cided drop, with no advance sale 
for “Rio Rita,” the following pro- 








at a $4.20 top for nine perform- 
ances, the show on this return en- 
gagement grossed a huge $43,805. 
Excepting the Wednesday matinee, 
every performance was a complete 


sellout and there were many turn- | 


aways. ~ : 

This also was the attraction’s 
biggest single week up to this time. 
Sans Fonda, “Roberts” last sea- 
son pulled a gigantic $58,000 here 
in 12 performances, so that its 
total take out of Minneapolis is 
$102,000. . - : 

Here earlier in the season, ‘Kiss 
Me, Kate” is underlined for a re- 
turn visit April 10. “Peter Pan” 
also is set for late April. 


$24,100 In Split 
Oklahoma City, March 20. 

Tod Andrews company of ‘‘Mis- 
ter Roberts” collected a nifty total 
of $24,100 in two performances 
Monday-Tuesday nights (12-13) at 
the Auditorium, Hutchinson, Kans., 
and four Thursday-Saturday (15- 
17) at the Home here. 

-This edition of the Thomas 
Heggen-Joshua Logan hit is divid- 
ing the current weck between 
Amarillo, Wichita Falls, Ft. Worth 
and Dallas. 


Snow Slows ‘Roberts’ 


Omaha, March 20. 

Henry Fonda and his “Mister 
Roberts” company were snowbound 
halfway between St. Paul and 
Omaha. Actor’s homecoming open- 
ing here was postponed from Mon- 
day night (19) with two shows to 
be given today (Tues.). 

The four performances skedded 
for here are all sold out. Train was 
24 hours overdue. 


Future B’way Schedule 


“King and I,” St. James, March 
29 (trying out). 

“It’s About Time,” unspecified 
theatre, week of April 9 (trying 
out). 

“Make a Wish,” Winter Garden, 
April 13 (trying out). 

“Little Blue Light” ANTA Play- 
house, April 16 (tentative). 
Paes Days,” 48th Street, April 

“Tree Grows In Brooklyn,” Al- 
vin, April 19 (trying out). 

“Angels Kiss Me,’ unspecified 
theatre, April 19 (rehearsing). 

“Man Who Corrupted Hadley- 
ae" unspecified theatre, April 


N. Y. City Theatre Co., City Cen- 
ter, April 25. 

“Gramercy Ghost,”- unspecified 
theatre, April 26 (trying out). 

“Stalag 17,” ANTA Playhouse, 
April 29 (tentative). 

“Courtin’ Time,” unspecified the- 
atre, week of April 30 (rehearsing). 

“Getting Married,” ANTA Play- 
house, May 13 (tentative). 

“Flahooley,” unspecified theatre, 














duction. 


May 14 (rehearsing). 


comers were doing moderately af 
during their local tryout 
| engagements. “Make a Wish” 
‘drew one out-and-out pan (Bulle-| 
tin), one so-so (News) and one 
favorable notice (Inquirer, 2nd- 
| Stringer.) General local reaction 
|has been unfavorable with show’s 
i“book” drawing’ most of the 
|\thumbs-down comment. “Let Me 
Hear the Melody” drew two very 
favorable notices (Inquirer and 
‘News) and one in-between (Bulle- 
tin, 2nd stringer). 
| This week has one opening 
|——- “Gramercy Ghost” — which 
Opened a two weeks’ stay at the 
Locust last night (19). 

' Estimates for Last Week 

“Make a Wish,” Shubert (ist 
/wk) (1,870; $4.55). Mixed notices 





advance sale. 
|doctoring. Two weeks to go. 

| “Let Me Hear the Melody,” 
|Walnut (Ist wk) (1,340; $3.90). 
One first-string critic and two 
i2nd-stringers gave new comedy 
|generally favorable notices. First 
| week’s gross was $9,100. Show 
| folds here this week. 


| 


SEE $1,000,000 GROSS 
FOR L.A. CIVIC OPERA 


Los Angeles, March 20. 


Season subscription sale already 
tallied indicates that the Civic 
Light Opera Assn. season gross 
will top $1,000,000 this year for the 
second consecutive time. Last 
year’s take was $1,147,142. 

Total of $600,000 in season or- 
ders has already been counted, and 
the season subscription normally 
accounts for 60% of the total. Up- 
coming 14th season of CLO will 
run 18 weeks with ‘Where's 
Charley?” “The Merry Widow,” 
“Guys and Dolls” and “Three 
Wishes for Jamie,” latter a world 
premiere. 


‘Charley’ Whopping 206 








Rochester, N. Y., March 20. 
Stopping off for three perform- 
ances here last Monday-Tuesday 
(12-13) en route from Broadway to 


Charley?” -had the first complete 
sellout in the history of the local 
Auditorium, according to manager 
| Will R. Corris. The $20,000 gross 
| was, incidentally, a three-perform- 
; ance record for the 2,574seat 
‘house. Top was $3.50 plus tax. 
After a single display ad in the 
dailies, both evening performances 
went clean the day the window sale 
opened, and the matinee sold out 
the next day, so the engagement 
was solid capacity in advance. At- 
tempts were made to schedule an- 
other. performance Wednesday 
night (14), but train connections 
couldn’t be arranged, so the troupe 
pulled out Tuesday night for San 
Francisco, where the musical was 
due to open last night (Mon.). 


‘Pan’ $34,000 in 9, Cleve. 


Cleveland, March 20. 
‘Jean Arthur and Boris Karloff 
in “Peter Pen” did extra good 
business in nine performances 
here, despite the poor acoustics of 
‘the 3,000-seater Music Hall and a 
‘slow start. J. M. Barrie fantasy 














For Three in Rochester - 


the Coast, Ray Bolger in “Where’s | $52 


Bway Shaky, But ‘Garden’ $24,800, 
Olivia $24,200, ‘Darkness’ $19,200, 
‘Moon’ $18,900; Still 6 Sellouts 


Broadway business was spotty | 


'and generally down last week, | 
|after ‘the previous week’s brief | 


spurt. With the exception of the 
regular “big six” solid sellouts, | 
there was no consistent pattern, | 
some shows dipping to new lows 
and others registering slight gains. | 
Even the nightly pattern of at-!| 
tendance was erratic, with receipts | 
rising or slipping without apparent 
relation to each other. Incidental- | 


| ly, the grosses for the capacity hits 


have dropped slightly in most cases 
as a result of Fire Dept. orders 


| cutting the standee limit. 


Of the week’s new entries, | 


“Springtime for Henry” got mixed 


reviews and had relatively light 
patronage for its first five per- 
formances, while “Green Pastures” | 
drew generally rave notices and | 
had moderate trade. The Biblical | 
drama revival’s chances still aren’t | 
indicated. Of the previous week’s | 
entries, “Autumn Garden” showed | 


strength in its first full week, | 
“Moon Is Blue” edged _ nearer | 
sellout level and is building an | 


advance sale, while s“Romeo and /} 
Juliet” did fairly well with the | 
help of Theatre Guild subscription. | 

“L’Ecole des Femmes,” Louis | 
Jouvet’s edition of the Moliere | 
farce, got a friendly press Monday | 
(19) and appears headed for sell- | 
out biz for the limited engagement. | 


100). Almost $22,400 (previous 
week, $19,900); closed Saturday 
night (17) after 151 performances, 


| and is touring; has repaid its $60,- 


000 investment and has undistrib- 
uted assets of about $30,000; 
“Darkness at Noon” moves to this 
house next Monday (26). 


“Mary Rose,” ANTA Playhouse 
(2d wk) (D-$3; 924; $23,167). About 
$3,200 (‘(vrevious week, $18,800); 
closed Friday night (16) after 
17 performances; “L’Ecole des 
Femmes” opened here Sunday 
night (18). 

“Member of the Wedding,” Em- 
pire (62d wk) (D-$4.80: 1,082; $23,- 
196). Nearly $15,500 (previous 
week, $13,700); closed Saturday 
night (17) after 501 performances, 
and is touring: has paid $150,000 
profit on $75.000 investment. 

“Moon Is Blue,” Miller (2d wk) 
(C-$4.80; 940; $21.586). First full 
week nearly $18,900, with commis- 
sions for theatre parties (previous 


week, first four verformances 
grossed $9,500, plus $3,900 for two 
previews). 


“Out of This World.” Century 
(13th wk) (MC-$6; 1,645; $49,191). 
Almost $35,100 (previous week, 
$40.900). 

“Romeo and Juliet,” Broadhurst 
(2d wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,160; $34,340). 
First full week nearly $24,200 
(previous week, premiere grossed 


The total gross for all 25 | h c 
shows last week was $569,400, bilinns Pe ee ee ey a 
| Beck (7th wk) 


or 77% of capacity. The pre- “Rose Tattoo,” 
vious week’s total for 25 || (D-$4.80; 1,214; $28,000). Nearly 
shows was $603,200, or 81% $22.300 (previous week, 24.200). 


of capacity. 

Last week’s closings were ‘‘Lady’s 
Not for Burning,” ‘Member of the | 
Wedding” and “Mary Rose.” No} 
closings are announced for this | 





“Season in the Sun.” Cort (25th 


wk) (C-$4.80: 1,056; $24,101). 
Nudged $13,900 (previous week, 
$15.300). 


“Second Threshold.” Morosco 


week, but three or four entries | (11th wk) (CD-$4.80; 912; $24,300). 


are week-to-week uncertainties. | 


April 3. 
Estimates for Last Week 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), | 


CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
_MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal Drama), O (Operetta). 


Other parenthetic figures refer, 
respectively, to top price, number 
of seats and capacity grocs. Price 
includes 20% amusement tar, but 
grosses are net: i.e., exclusive of 


ar. 

“Affairs of State,” Music Box 
(26th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,012; $26,874). 
copies capacity again; almost 


“Angel in the Pawnshop,” Booth 
(9th wk) (D-$4.80; 766; $20,365). 
Nearly $8,600 [previous week, 
$8,600). 

“Autumn Garden,” Coronet (2d 
wk) (D-$4.80-$6; 1,027; $29,700). 
First full week over $24,800 (previ- 
ous week, $16,200 for first five 
performances, plus $5,700 on two 
previews); top price is reduced to 
the regular $4.80 for Friday and 
Saturday nights, effective this 
week, lowering the capacity to 
$28,378. . 

“Bell, Book and Candle,” Barry- 
more (18th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,064; 
$28,000). Bettered capacity again; 
$28,100. 

“Billy Budd,” Biltmore (6th wk) 
(D-$4.80; 920; $22,600). _Almost 
$8,000 (previous week, $5,600). 

“Call Me Madam,” Imperial 
(23d wk) (MC-$7.20; 1,400; $51,- 


boa 


A Still going clean; over 
“Country Girl,” Lyceum (19th 


wk) (D-$4.80; 995; $22,845). Nearly 
$12,700 (previous week, $14,300). 

“Darkness at Noon,” Alvin (10th 
wk) (D-$4.80; 1,360; $34,276). Over 
$19,200 (previous week, $19,400); 
moves next week to the Royale. 

“Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
Ziegfeld (67th wk) (MC-$6; 1,628; 
$48,244). Reached $37,700 (previ- 
ous week, $42,000). 

“Green Pastures,” Broadway 
(Ist wk) (MD-$4.80; 1,900; $46,912). 
Opened Thursday. night (15) to six 
raves (Atkinson, Times; Guernsey, 
Herald Tribune; Chapman, News; 
Coleman, Mirror; McClain, Jour- 
nal-American; Watts, Post), one 
pan (Pollock, Compass) and one 
no-opinion (Hawkins, World-Tele- 
gram & Sun); first four perfo#m- 
ances drew over $15,400. 

“Guys and Doils,” 46th Street 
(17th wk) (MC-$6.60; 1,319; $43,- 
904). Always gets the limit; $44,400. 

“Happy Time,” Plymouth (60th 





$17,800 (previous week, $19,400). 
|" “Kiss Me, Kate,” Shubert (114th 


brought approximately $34,000 at wk) (MC-$6; 1,361; $40,847). Near- 


ia $4.35 top. . 
Milton Krantz, manager of the 
Hanna, sponsored the engagement. 


| ly,$29.100 (previous week, $29,400). 
| “LLady’s Not for Rurninge,” Roy- 
lale (19th wk) (C-$4.80; 1,035; $27,- 


wk) (C-$4.80; 1,063; $29,019). Over’ 


Ahout $8,800 (previous week, $9,- 


for this new musical on its preem | “L’Ecole des Femmes,” the Louis | 600). 
last Monday (12) with show doing | Jouvet troupe’s French-language | 
over $32,000, largely on strength of production of the Moliere comedy, | wk) (MD-$6; 1,659; $50.186). 
Needs plenty of | will end its limited engagement ' yet to get. less than the standee 


“South Pacific.” Maiestic (100th 
Has 


limit; $50,800 again; laying off this 
week. 

“Springtime for Henry,” Golden 
(Ist wk) (C-$4.80; 769: $19,195). 
|Opened Wednesday night (14) to 
|tv* favorable notices (Atkinson, 
|Times; Guernsey, Herald Tribune), 
'three adverse opinions (Coleman, 
| Mirror; McClain, Journal-Ameri- 
| can; Watts. Post) and three no- 
| decision (Chapman, News; Haw- 
‘kins, World-Telegram & Sun;. Pol- 
lock, Compass); first five perform- 
ances grossed about $5,700. , 

“Twentieth Century,” Fulton 
(12th wk) (C-$4.80; 976; $23,228). 
Over cavacity again; $23,400. 

Opening This Week 

“L’Ecole des Femmes,” ANTA 
Playhouse (C-$3; 924; $19,959). 
Louis Jouvet company from the 
Athenee, Paris, in the Moliere 
farce in the original French, pre- 
sented by the American National 
Theatre & Academy; opened Sun- 
day night (18) to six generally 
favorable reviews (Atkinson, 
Times; Guernsey, Herald Tribune; 
Chapman, News; McClain, Jour- 
nal-American; Pollock, Compass; 
| Watts. Post), one rap (Coleman, 
'Mirror) and one_ on-the-fence 
| (Hawkins, World-Telegram & Sun). 


LUNTS BREAK D.C. HOUSE 
RECORD WITH $27,838 


Washington, March 20. 

For the second straight week 
the Lunts, in “I Know My Love,” 
broke the house b.o. record at the 
Gayety theatre here. Gross for 
the second :nd last week of the 
run was $27,838, topping the previ- 
ous week’s mark of $27,231. 

“Lady’s Not for Burning” 
‘opened last night (Mon.) for a two- 
| week stand. 


West-Lil’ Slow 186; 
‘Needle’ Thin $4,100, L.A. 


Los Angeles, March 20. 

Combination of income tax dead- 
line and the flu epidemic kept lo- 
cal legit at a low ebb again last 
week. Three houses alight failed 
to total $25,000. 

Biggest take, of course, was re- 

corded by Mae West’s “Diamond 
Lil,” which just managed to break 
even with a slow $18.000 at the 
Biltmore. It remains through this 
week. “The Square Needle” edged 
up a trifle to $4,100 at Las Palmas, 
to show a profit. 
' “The Great Man” finaled after 
two weeks with a $5.500 gross, los- 
.ing about $13,200—almost exactly 
‘what the producers had figured on 
‘for the tryout of the script bought 
‘as a picture potentiality. 
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Plays Abroad 


La P'tite Lili 
Paris, March 20. 


Mitty Goldin and Leon Ledoux produc: | 


tion of musical comedy in two acts ‘8 
scenes). Stars Edith Piaf. Staged by Ray- 
mond Rouleau; sets by Lila de Nobili. 


Book by Marcel a oe Mar- 
ite Monnot. At ABC, Paris. 
fa ; ¥ Renuae ale eas Edith Piaf 
Irene Katherine Kath..... Katherine Kath 
arr ek Nora Coste | 
Henriette ....cccccceees Edith Fontaine 
Denise Pre eet ee Huguette Paget 
Judy Scott ...c.cccccece::- : . Praline 
Marguerite ............, Marcelle Praince 
Seamstresses . Ketty Albertini. Micheline 


Cevennes, Jeanne Silvestre, Marie-Gene- 
vieve Parmentier, Annie Puck, Joelle 


Robin. 
WARS: 6 660000500 e060) Robert Lamoureux 
Spencer ...cccccccccce: Eddy Constantine 
« OUIEP cesecscssoces ‘aurice Nasil 
me. .«ceenasobedeneeess Howard Vernon 
Restaud ...cccccccecececes Robert Dalban | 
Butler ... ccccccerstcccoccces Bugette 
Freddy — ...ccccovecececees Robert Rollis 
A Musician ..cccccccccces Germond 
The Porter. ...ccccecsseece Gerard Keryse 
Traveler ....ccccsecccccees: Edith Jablan 
Traveler ..ccrccccceseveses Pierre Janlac 
Reporter ..ccccccccs-:-:: Henry Polage 
VVONNE ...ccoccccecs Micheline Cevennes | 
i eee te ee ee eee Dangelvs 
RO err or ere Germond 





The play is not always the thing. 
Considering Edith Piaf’s draw, she 


might stand in front of a backdrop ' 
and gross capacity just as well as, 


finding herself inserted into a 
musical comedy where she is sup- 
posed to display her new-found 
talent as an actress. The latter 
remains to be discovered. 

Her part, as might be expected, 
is mostly watching the play and 
waiting for a cue to break into 
song. This is her natural 
and in this she scores 
even if the songs in the play are 
not up to par with her usual 
repertoire. 

Why such an expert showman as 
Mitty Goldin would have thrown 
money away on a nut when he 
could have filled the house’ by 
billing Mlle. Piaf alone can possibly 
only be explained by fact that the 
actors union is insisting on finding 
employment for talent that needs 
it badly and kicks at having vaude 


stars grab stages for one-man 
shows. Also there is the differen- 
tial between the 12°% tax on a 


legiter and 17°% on vaude. 

The Piaf part in the very unim- 
portant Marcel Achard script is 
that of a little seamstress who is a 
witness in the plot, which bur- 
lesques a meller showing crooks 
bumping one another off to save 
a divvy of their swag. It has been 
given a nice mounting, with Robert 


field, | 
heavily, | 


| Lamoureux and Eddy Constantine | 


as support for Miss Piaf, plus the 
very popular Balmain model, 
Praline. Praline supplies the pul- 
chritude in the show, is long on it 
and accordingly generous, especi- 
ally in a dress-fitting scene. 
Marguerite Monnot’s music, ably 
batoned by Robert Chauvigny, is 
‘acceptable. Lila de Nobili’s sets 
are satisfactory, and one of them is 
very remindful of one by the late 
Christian Berard. Raymond Rou- 
leau directed the play very ably 
and the production does not drag. 
Costumes are attractive and there 
is more comedy. plenty of it sup- 
plied by Robert Lamoureux, than 
bloodcurdling meller. Balance of 
east. which includes veteran 
tress Marcelle Praince, is okay. 
Play ovens in a dress shop and 
switches to a street scene and in- 


side a deluxe hotel. For the second | 


Montmartre, 
small room 


micrates to 
Miss Piaf’s 


act it 
showing 


and some Montmartre out-of-doors. | 
in the play 


Miss Pinf’s songs 
are the following: “Avont Vheure. 
c'est pas l'heure.” “Si. Si. 
“T/homme aue i’aimerai,” “Il ne 
‘passe rien.” “Tu ressembles 
Paris.” “Demain, il fera jour.” “Du 


matin jusau’au soir,” “C'est toi.” 
“Petite si jolie,” “La Valse 
d'amour.” They are all that matter 








in the production. Maxi. 
7 ’ 
Folies Bersere Revue 
195l 
London, March 8. 
Val Parnell-Bernard Delfont  presen- 
tation of revue (1951 edition), with 
Lilo. Rex Romer, Renald & Rudy, Rolly 


& Arry, Renita Kramer, Annette Chap- 
man & Igor Barczinski. Menya Marah, 
Tommy Cooper. Naida, Warren Latona & 
Sparks. The Balladinis. Gordon Needham. 
Directed by Michel Gvarmathy. Staged 
and adapted by Dick Hurran: dances and 
ensembles. Joan Davis. 
Orch. At Hippodrome, London, March 6. 





The new edition of “Folies Ber- 
gere Revue” is a sumptuous spec- 
tacle. It is lavishly staged with 
ambitious decor and extravagant 
costuming effects. That it is de- 
ficient in wit and humor matters 
little in a production of this na- 
ture, which has tremendous eye- 
filling appeal with a bevy of beau- 
tiful girls, and the immobile nudes 
for good measure. As 
tion during the Festival of Britain, 
the ‘“‘Folies” can’t miss. 














EARL WILSON 





JOSEPHINE BAKER 


Currently STRAND, New York 


: (New York Post) says — “Even 
cheering Josephine Baker’s Strand performance.” eee SEN a0 


Personal Management: NED SCHUYLER 
See Page 53 


— 


ace | 


dominating factor, the biggest per- 
sonal ovations went to the vaude- 
ville people who have a big slice 
of the show. Rex Ramer, with his 
musical impressions, proved to be 
‘the biggest hit of the evening. 
Then there was Tommy Cooper, 
whose laughter at his failure as a 
magician is quite infectious; Ren- 
ald & Rudy, a pair with fine phy- 
sique doing a strong-man act with 





| exceptional grace; Warren, Latona | 
|& Sparks with their wellknown | 
'ecomedy knockabout; Rolly & Arry 
| with slapstick musical impressions, 
and the Balladinis, a duo of nov- | 


|elty jugglers. 


numbers is the Parisian star Lilo, 


lan attractive vocalist with an ef-| 
fervescent style, whose talents are | 


| limited by average material. Apart 


from the opening and closing num- | 
bers, she has three major spots 1n | 


the show in which she displays 
more exuberance than versatility. 


An operatic touch is effected in| 


an ornate scene in which Naida 
and Gordon Needham C 
principal roles in a very ‘brief ex- 


cerpt from “La Traviata.” 


Taking the lead in the specialty | 


take the| 





| night, with some percentage dates, 


|but mostly on guarantees. The 
| Met is selling its version on per- 
| centage, at about 75°, and can 


z Continued from page 58 | gross $50,000 a week on its share 
| if business is good. NCAC dates 


3 YY 
L’Eecole Des Femmes are considered sure bets, being 


tation in French of Moliere’s clas-' handled by local concert manaver. 
sic comedy, “L’Ecole. des Femmes, | wine have steadily booked ie 
(“School = b see ), fe oS ei, | ROAC attractions. Met’s bookings 
run Oe ee tate, ional The-, 2%¢ @ little problematical, it not 
with UNESCO's Spleagewopien 7 flee ave Rages on wegen 
atre Month, and has appeal for aa a ae Ge eae 


stalgic N. Y. French, bi-lingual | ; A 
ae” tak and textbook | in legit houses or audi- 
oriums. 


legians as well as the legit student. | 
| 
Quebec Pans | 


Plays on B’way 

















norant of French) drifting in from 
“Guys and Dolls” or “Moon Is 
| Blue.” the production is likely to 


To the average theatregoer (ig-| 
Continued from page 57 


| be a little hard to take, if not ac- 
tually boring. Even with a “pony” 
or “trot” on one’s lap explaining |, 
the simple plot, the slow, plodding 
i fable with its minimum of action 
and yardage of talk is liable to pall | 
after the first interest from curi- 
ositv is over. | Adding a touch that is certain 

Story is the cute yarn of the,to widen further the relations be- 
middle-aged guardian who rears; tween users of the two languages, 
|his young ward to become his/|the Chronicle said “a lot of Cana- 
spouse, only to lose her to a swain 








ARPA 


as demanding as the world-famous 
New York critics all along and 
their enthusiasm in January mere 


curiosity?” 





Si.” | 


a | 


Harold Collins | 


| included Oxford, O., Monday (12), | Lafavette, 
| $6,500; Chattanooga, Tuesday (13), | act. Her painstaking, precise read- 
| $3,900; 
an attrac- | 
| $2,500; New -Orleans, Friday (16),)] the legit season. 
| $3,900; Jackson, 
Although the spectacular is the 

| Sunday (18) and last night (Mon.),| and Fernand-Rene as two sly serv- 


" aaj ic is 
The staging by Dick Hurran of her own age. 


always on the ‘grand scale, and | foxe and it wears thin through the 
tings. . . ;evening. Especially when one is 
=”. 


A tascinating novelty was cow | ignorant of the dialog, — — 
A saSCinaUing | y Ww On- | ably carries out the joke and its, 
tributed by Renita Kramer doing | variations in amusing but unintelli- 
Porcine ge breton y | gible talk. One misses the Eng- 
urying S hea sana. | lish subtitles. 
_Menya Marah, a Cuban dancer ap-| “T’Ecole” is a broad comedy, 
| pearing in the semi-nude, excites | proadly played. It’s a stylized pe-'| 
a few emotions. The few moments | riod piece, and is done with great | 
|of ballet are nicely handled by | flourish and style. As performed 
| Annette Chappell and Igor Barczin-| hy this expert French troupe, it| 
ski. Myro. has some wonderful moments, as 
| well as a strange, another-worldly ' 
| 6 air throughout. To highly polished 


| Don Juan in Hell’ Fine performances are added fascinat- 


$169,700 in Five Weeks tut Sct, to tickle the palate of the | 


cognoscenti. Vraiment. 
Little Rock, March 20. | Louis Jouvet. 


“Don Juan in Hell,” Paul Greg-| bonbon with exceeding skill. plays 
ory’s First Drama Quartet presen-| the middle-aged suitor with zest, 
| tation of the excerpt from Shaw’'s| style and a good deal of honest, | 
'*Man and Superman,” grossed a| open buffoonery. It’s a fine farci-_ 
, total of $169,700 in its first five | cal caricature, and something of al 
| weeks’ _ dates. Charles’ Boyer, | tour-de-force, with Jouvet onstage 
|Charles Laughton, Sir Cedric almost constantly. Dominique | 
' Hardwicke and Agnes Moorehead | Blanchar, as the demure ward, is 
_are co-starred in the show. {the most delightful dish to reach 
Grosses for last week’s dates|these shores since the days of | 
and furthermore can 





ful set, to tickle the palate of the) 


' 


Birmingham, Wednesday | ing of “The Maxims of Marriage” 
(14), $6,000; Mobile, Thursday (15),! is probably the comic highspot of 


Jean Richard, as the voung 


Miss., Saturday| -: 
suitor Horace: Monique Melinand 


(17), $3,200, and _ Little. Rock, | 
| ants, and Leo Lapara. as Jouvet's 
friend and counselor, lead the fine | 
Tree’ Lights New Haven | costumes are ‘eve-filing and his 

New Haven, March 20, | S4,4 tricky thing that alternates 


$7,000. 




















The Shubert gets Into action this simple manipulation of garden- 
week again after a brief blackout.’ walls, is a dilly. Bron. 
with “Tree Grows in Brooklyn” . 
oe its ag for an gk a 
ormance stand, opening last night 
(Mon.). Plenty of early boxoffice Merry Battle 
activity indicates a healthy re-| 
sponse. —— Continued from page 56 


urconason is tapering off; next 26 of the two troupes. which may: 


et for April 9-14, being the onl }eross each other on tour; both 
Gookine a presen. diene ¥\ groups approaching virtually the 


same pool of singers for their casts | 
‘GHOST’ $5,300 IN 3, WIL. 


(which haven't been announced | 
Wilmington, March 20. 


he _e tie-ins with Victor and, 
- os olumbia, both of whom have new | 

Gramercy Ghost,” with Sarah | “Fledermaus” albums out. There's 
Churchill and Robert Sterling | aiso a good deal of bad feeling at 
starred, drew an okay $5,300 in| NCAC, the concert execs 1 
three performances (16-17) at the | the Met has worked against. rather. 


1,223-seat Playhouse. - . 4 
Jeanette MacDonald and Gene | than with a 


Raymond in “‘The Guardsman” are | NCAC ; P 
booked for the Playhouse April | ,, “CAC claims it approached the 
4-7. Met last fall, even before “Fleder-: 


maus” had its whopping N. Y. 
preem, with the idea of putting out. 





claiming | 





‘Guardsman’ 23G, K.C. | 


; ja touring “Fledermaus.”  Discus- | 
Kansas City, March 20. sions went on for months, with the 
Orpheum theatre wound up one | Met finally dropping the idea 
of its heftiest live weeks with “The | whereupon NCAC and Hurok w at | 
Guardsman,” starring Jeanette, as eee 
MacDonald and Gene Raymond, in | 
for six days (eight performances) | 
last week. Afternoons as well as 


ahead on their own production. | 
Then the Met announced its own, 
‘Fledermaus.” NCAC is sore be- | 


'ronto | dailies 


/was only one paper, 


, nationalistic 
who staged this | 


| pointed by 


nights played to top biz, and show 
gave Fox Midwest one of best 
weeks house has had. 

Eight shows totalled $23,000. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama>, 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revve), 
MC (Musical Comedy), MD (Musi- 
cal Drama), O (Operetta). 


“Angels Kiss Me” .(D)—Trudi 
Michel, prod.; Shepard Traube, 
dir. (starts today, Wed.). 

“Courtin’ Time” (MC) — James 











'Russo & Michael Ellis, prods.; Al- 
fred Drake, dir. (starts tomorrow, 
Thurs.). 

“Flahooley” (MC)—Cheryl Craw- 
ford, prod.; E. Y. Harburg, dir. 
_. “Kidders” (CD)—Robert White- 
head, prod.; Harold Clurman, dir. 


HOLLYWOOD 
“Madwoman of Chaillot” (C)— 
Harold J. Kennedy, Peter Adams, 











in Austin, prods.; Kennedy, 
r. 





cause it was kept dangling so long. 
It also claims it hasn’t been able} 
to work with the Met on tour ar-, 
rangements, so as not to have the | 
two troupes conflict with each | 
other on dates. 

NCAC is trying to bring RCA} 
Victor in on its tour, as it is using} 
the Ruth & Thomas Martin version | 
which Victor recorded. Columbia | 
will be tied in with the Met’s pro- | 
duction, not only because it is. 
financing the setup,-but because it | 
has issued the “official” Met! 
(Dietz-Kanin) version as its album. | 
Hence the Victor-Columbia rivalry | 
angle. 

Columbia is reported to have | 
lent the Met $100,000 for the ven- | 
ture. Although loan was stated as, 
being “unsecured,” Columbia is! 
fully protected, as it could apply 
principal or any tour losses against 
the Met’s royalties on the album. 

Weekly nut of the NCAC-Hurok , 
production will run about $25,000, | 
with the Met’s nut at about $40,- | 
000. The NCAC “Fledermaus” is | 


being sold at an average $3,500 a 





| dians dislike Toronto,” adding that 


But this is one|“the Queen City is the embodi- 


ment of a moss-worn Victorian era 
associated with a monocle and 


i snooty nose.” 


Ironically enough, the three To- 
sent their drama 
critics to New York for the open- 
ing, and despite the intense loyal- 
ty all French papers have shown 
to Fridolin over the years, there 
La Presse 


(a Montreal daily’, that showed 


| enough interest to send a critic to 


the New York preem on what 
could have been a major Frenci- 
Canadian theatrical triumph out- 


| Side of the confines of this highly 


province. The re- 
views in Toronto were all favor- 
able, even on the second appear- 
ance, and despite competition from 
the annual skating carnival, hockey 
games and the Sportsmen’s Show 
running concurrently- with “Ti- 
Coq,” this controversial offering 
garnered over $21,000, which bet- 
ig any gross picked up in Que- 
ec. 


| Legit Bits 


Continued from page 56 

















orchestra and elsewhere in the the- 
atre ... Broadway actress Marsha 
Hunt got a favorable “notice” from 
Richard Watts, Jr., N. Y. Post crit- 
ic, in his review of “L’Ecole des 
Femmes,” because Monique Meli- 
nand, in the visiting French troupe, 
resembles her. 

Helen Hoerle has been pacted 
by Edward Choate, biz manager of 
the Civic Light Opera Assn. in 
Pittsburgh, as publicity director 
for the 1951 outdoor season. She 
replaces Howard Newman, who 
held the berth with the al fresco 


| venture: for the last two years. 


He's remaining on the road with 


‘the national company of ‘Kiss Me. 


Kate” ... Vince McKnight, after 
a major operation, leaving Beth 
Israel hospital, N, Y., tomorrow 
(Thurs.) following a_ five-week 
stay, to recupe further at his Long 
Island home. 

Helen Hayes has been reap- 
Gov. Thomas E. 
Dewey for a seven-year term as a 
member of the board of visitors 


‘of the State Rehabilitation hospital 
‘at West Haverstraw, N. Y., 


The 
post is non-salaried. Miss Hayes 
lives in nearby Nyack. 

Influenza took a toll during the 


two-week run of “Jennie Kissed 


'Me” at the Playhouse in Albany, 
‘Ellen Hardies, Dinnie Smith, own- 
| er-actor Malcolm Atterbury, Nancy 


Cushman, Duncan Baldwin and 


| Eddie Harkness, manager of the 


Playhouse, all being affected. 
Baldwin and Miss Smith kept on 
playing, despite the bug. 

David Kanter, stage manager of 
“The Consul” on Broadway who 
went to London for a similar stint 
there, has been taking a holiday 
and is now in Israel. He's due 
back in N. Y. in May ... Rowland 
Vance, asst. stage manager for 
Allen Draper’s § Theatre-in-the- 
Round, in Birmingham, has left 
for Houston to take over as stage 
manager for the new Houston 
$100,000 Playhouse. 

American Theatre Wing’s An- 
toinette Perry awards dinner being 
given this Sunday (25)sat the N. Y. 
Waldorf .. . Dolores Gray arrived 
Monday (19) from London to ap- 
pear in Arthur Lesser’s revue, 
“Two on the Aisle,” in which Bert 
Lahr will co-star. 


ieenmementenemeneen 














SUITED FOR 
SUMMER THEATRE 


CHURCH BUILDING FOR SALE 


Summer pop. 553,000 radius of 20 
miles Resort area, en main highway. 
Box 316, Variety, 154 West 46th St.. 
New Vork 19, N. Y. 
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2 VARIETY LITERATI 61 
lates, Vaudeville theatre, London, in 1943 
The ~ . with Ann Todd and Dame Sybil 
per- L ] f e r a f I Thorndike in the leads. Rose 9 
an Franken has a “Claudia” omnibus | K 
share . s Raed six we i - July; 4 
dates P page anthology. Nathan Ausu- ; 
Deing : N. ¥. Solons On Comics of polio for suspense, Miss Chase | bel has edited another anthology, By Frank Scully 
agers The N. Y. State Joint Legisla-| shakes all this with well trained | {Treasury of Jewish Folklore” was Fragrant, Fla., March 17. 
other ; tive Committee 9 Poe re psec pk aber eg oe ee +R comes man Richard Tregaskis’ leleurely Jack Woodford, conceded to be unique among authors in that he not 
kings 5 in a 40-page repo hich bristled crward! ‘Then tell on tec ty 4 round-the-world search for a per- only can write but can tell others how to do it, has challenged the rest 
- not : jast Thursday (15) whic ristled | afterward! They tell me these kind | . ‘ ap ] E 
‘th criticism of the comic book | of books sell! : fect place to live (California gets of us to testify as to what we know about testimonials. His challenge 
eder- oe st and the failure of the} I like to see our actors and the nod) has been put together into seemed to imply that if we didn’t come forth with this testimonial 
k or F bi og publishers to support a! actresses writing books. It proves a book, “Seven Leagues to Para-' voluntarily he would use his influence among some headline-hungry 
seal ‘ self-regulatory organization, de- that some of us are educated. Sez, oe a were Sal ed bo gy eesti pages tt to have us brought before one of them under 
lait r 0 ’ - the du ‘ 
Bg ne Ry aalenrwlias a ae oe French,” as “freely collected! Woodford hokis that testimonials are our only contribution to the 
a 3 oe with an independent admin- , _& translated” by F. S. Pearson, 2d, arts, thereby giving the all-American heave to pictures, radio, TV 
7 ee the state would move to'| Lait Quits Death House —_—_with illustrations by R. Ray Taylor, minstrelsy, cooch shows, crooning, midway-s ieling and comic strips. 
4 istrator, | ils th ittee | ,,Jack Lait, New York Daily is also due from Doubleday in ™/™S\Te'sy, ; a bf : for ‘' hand Sa Sal 
| ; “correct” the evils the committee | yipror editor, columned last week- ae. _No slouch at testimonials himself, Woodford brigades me with Rupert 
—— : had found during a two-year study ong that he has quit covering ex-| Hughes as “two of America’s greatest writers.” As the author of “Trial 
j of the subject. ; | ecutions — after having witnessed CHA |and Error,” Woodford knows that this sort of flattery is beyond error 
anne | The Committee praised the mo-' tour of them in 25 minutes on a TTER and will surely get him somewhere. He is well aware that the testi- 
and tion picture = for its a recent evening at Sing Sing. Since! Louis Berg in Hollywood to monial art reaches its highest in words like “great,” “terrific” and 
_— i grog og odie tndustes 8 ig QS 1903, Lait wrote, he has covered ound up interviews for This Week “amazing.” 
well as the ra ‘ad mene pe alta 24 hangings and 14 electrocutions. ,™aég. “Great” and “amazing,” in fact, are two of the foremost wonder- 
rtain pi - - aoich — gon het to| Veteran newspaperman said he|_ “Will Rogers’ Home Town,” by words in the field of testimonology. For years The Chicago Tribune 
s be- and fims wate wasn't giving up the death house | Debs Myers, in upcoming April has been calling itself “The World’s Greatest Newspaper.” Lest this 
ages Se recommended for the, 2Ssignments because of his sensi- | issue of Holiday. be lost on those who can’t read, it fortified the pitch by buying a radio 
‘ana- “broadening” of the committee’s | Dilities, but because the reporters| “The Dionne Legend,” by Lil-| station with the call letters WGN—world’s greatest newspaper. Get it? 
that assignment is “a study -of radio, | —after the juice is turned off— lian Barker, published by Double-' But what does it mean by greatest? Fairest? Smartest? Biggest? 
bodi- television and motion picture pro- ave to sprint outside to a |day. last week (15). ‘Possessed of the largest circulation? Most intelligent editorial con- 
1 era grams.” This would be conducted | i. — ag telegr = th y | Ralph Brendler appointed assist- tent? You see what the word “great” does. It conveys all these things 
d to measure the impact of these Wind and speed arent what they | ant to M. Lincoln Schuster at but really means none of them. That is testimonial writing at its 
an adi ell as comic books, on | “Sed to be,” Lait said, “and that’s: sinon & Schuster . “greatest.” 
» To- children. za i A ee a oo Lou Walters (of N.-Y. Latin | vis , Still Going Great 
rama The committee found that the | CCulton. Quarter) profiled by Martin’ Take another in the journalistic field. This one used to tell the world 
ypen- reading of “objectionable comic New Yorker’s Longhair Work |Abramson in current Saga mag. it was a paper “For people who think.” Disregarding how close this 
ovale books wep ey Meee 9 such P| Eight chapters, compressed into! Niven Busch’s new novel, “The , comes to being twisted by the use of the simplest rhyme, it is one of 
sawe ed matter, and the viewing of “o q four installments, of Rachel L.|Hate Merchants,” will be on Simon | those words like “great” which seems to say everything and really says 
oe jectionable” motion aah anc’ Carson’s forthcoming book, “The |& Schuster’s autumn publication nothing. “A paper for people who think.” Think what? You see it 
resse pace St dhe’ Ph a i | Sea Around Us,” will be published | list. isn’t important what they think, and reading the editorial content you 
awed pd ee yp BT. a child’s nediat | by the New Yorker in June. Albert R. Perkins resigned as can see that the editorial staff agrees that it’s not important if they 
ic to behavior.” Comic books of an “ob-|..B0ok was aceepted by Oxford| executive editor of Macfadden’s think at all. In fact, Arthur Brisbane once said that even among 
what cectionable” sort, which the com-| University Press last summer and| Sport and True Detective maga- people who think they don’t remember more than seven days what 
tees det “reported ‘to be numerous | agent Marie Rodell decided to ped- | zines. , they read and not much longer what they thought. 
‘ae. are a factor, though not the sole | dle individual chapters for prior; Merjj1 Pollack, associate editor! But more valiant in the field of testimonials, either self-made, wooed 
a one, in juvenile delinquency. The | Publication in magazines. After) + promenade mag for the past by flattery or paid for outright, have been those in the cigaret field. 
tg report criticized not only those | Sending 11 chapters to various! three years, has resigned to free- They have got testimonials even from doctors, which would indicate 
comic books dealing with’ horror, | Scholarly and scientific magazines jance, | that practically-all of the standard brands could cure a man who was 
nal bloodshed, crime, lust and sex, but | on bg ne iad > 2 hunch John Maynard signed for two dying of asthma. 
. some of a pornographic nature. pe m4 t eae thal al oe more years as columnist for the; One manufacturer of the weeds dares all the others to make what 
from peel pte “as the finest woman| L.A. Examiner and Pictorial Re- he calls the nose test. Almost daily he gets some character to volun- 
mney Gingrich to Weintraub a since Virginia Woolf” and| View. _teer over the radio to test his own brand against the nose-tester’s. He 
pnd Arnold Gin poe former aoe demanded to see all the text. With} __Idwal Jones’ new hook, “Ark of | is gh AP oo not _ en by mone ~_ Poa nail Psinecrnten pe 
Ps of Esquire an oronet, and more o re-| Empire,” a tale of San Francisco, is to ski aws or is mixed up wi e Fair Trade ctices Ac 
Pring secant with the Cowles maga- i - ea Toe edhe: cones off the Doubleday presses | I haven’t bothered to find out. It’s going to be a bit more difficult te 
bet- zines (Flair), has been named ad-| Mrs. Rodell got the entire book| May 24. | conceal the smoker’s own brand once the test is put on television, but 
Que- ministrative assistant to William pack for New Yorker considera-| Noel Hughes, editor of The’ as long as they stick to radio with the test, this school of testimonial- 
H. Weintraub, prez of the ad | tion. Eventuaily that mag returned | Screen, Irish fan magazine, in| writing seems safe. 
agency hearing his name. |four chapters: One, “The Birth of | Dublin, has bowed out and sailed They All Taste Like American Beauties 
Gingrich and Weintraub were an Island” was sent to Yale Re- |for Canada, The smoker is instructed to light up a cigaret—either one of his own 
associated over 23 years ago in di-| view just in time to catch its edi-| alan G. Langenus, formerly with | brand or one of the nasal brand. “Now don’t inhale,” he is further 
rect mail and trade poy | tion of last September. Just be-| poocey & Hawkes, appointed vee-| instructed. “Simply let the smoke come slowly through the nose. 
In 1933, when Esquire was found-| fore the year-end that chapter, | pee on sales and promotion for Now do the same thing with your present brand. What difference de 
‘ ed, Weintraub was publisher and | which the New Yorker had re~ | Theodore Presser Co. you notice?” 
thes : Gingrich was editor. a py _— Association | Dean Jennings, former associate | To a man, woman and moron, they all say “My own brand is harsher 
irsha " Dubuque Book Raids sag i Pry Rlemese sorry of Science as | @ditor of Colliers, started a daily | on my nose.” Not one says, “Yours is dry. It tastes like Kix.” 
poem Dubuque, Ia., apparently does the “finest example of science | Column, ‘Fe Le — | All mo Soe they paid for —_ soneen a tring Was a 
* ; “Stretch on the! writing j : ine | in the S. F. Call-Bulletin. ever an insidious un-American activity quite equal to this?—getting 
| des Rives amhored ha Richard Bis- bilder any American magazine INS g. m, Seymour Berkson and | people to be disloyal to their own brand for as little as one free cigaret? 
7 sell, a native son. The Dubuque | “The Sea Around Us” is a story his wife, publicist Eleanor Lam-| Starting in such a small way, you can see how you can get into pretty 
° — tt Rowe pen tay ore Fine - the oceans and their effect on! — b Rage 2 sa = pit a a | eS disloyalties in the end. After all, every Ph.D. began in a kinder- 
department stores we ; e. wi eir children on | - | garten. 
ened city and county officers recently! Book, which will be heavily pro-| Si Schaltz, ex-Philly VaRIETY | I wonder what would happen if the smoker did the mouth test in- 
‘ a a. for copies of the book, but the raid-| moted by Oxford, will also be pub-| mugg, chairmaning first reunion of | stead. That is, if he inhaled through his nose and exhaled the smoke 
cctor «ff sins _ Party also seized by warrant jished in England with other ar-|the “Old Philadelphia Record through his mouth. Would that louse up the whole test? And if it’s 
“st ' the works of Rabelais, Boccaccio's | rangements in the works for pub-| Gang” at Pen & Pencil Club, in | nota fool-proof two-way test it isn’t half scientific enough for us -vet- 
bead ‘ “Decameron” and Fielding’s “Tom Jication in Denmark, Norway,| the Quaker City, April 4. ‘erans in the field of testimonology. 
resco aa id dered by County France and ig gg df ew wes aco ya 0d Take LS/MFT. To the Venusians, a people on which I am the 
ears. : aan Big Rah toy it's hatleved |e omens “Atlant wanes td | pictures’ ave made, with an intro, | “Sreatest” living authority, LS/MFT means “lousy snipes mean foul 
with is eal ial ce ana by Duffy to; suice he OO eee ee ee eee eet will te pub- tobacco.” To Martians, once rugged individualists who long ago have 
; Me, sll ob in hae tron Ba I oo lca lished by Vanaeard Press. accepted this form of regimentation as basic training for UMT, LS/MFT 
after i throughout the country carry, but Denaturing ‘Vicious’ Hosei U. Press, in Tokyo, will, means “Lydia Schultz makes finer tonics.” Finer than whose? 
Beth [ was an attempt to force a show- L Z. Hob-|issue a novelization of the Metro| Well, the ethics of testimonialism never allow you to mention a 
crow F down on the censorship issue. The ——, -— M: oe t Ca e| Picture, “Go for Broke,” the first ; competitor, but as proof that I am not a slave of this form of art and 
week ; investigation comes as a sequel to |S recounted Sy -vargare. “ase time an American screenplay has|am so willing to testify before any Congressional committee, I will 
Long ; a newly-revived campaign on the, Sk es aeaeed bon oe a og been published in the Japanese | complete the testimonial: “Lydia Schultz makes finer tonics than Lydia 
reap- part yy the ie ‘future printings. That was agreed, i seensiabe clita tute foural a tage 2 rang SF oe of advertising space in the 
bs ae Study “Club and other groups to proces tle eee tee A. Beebe to Virgin Islands this eee ie wisien Silence Is Holden 
> stop the sale in Dubuque of re-| abe el and Rinehart & Co., the, Weekend, with his wife, for a/ Woodford, or Jack as his most intimate enemies call him, even sus- 
pital ee Ve | publishers. iS cakteeees teak ea to pects that my head of beautiful white hair is a put-up job and was paid 
The } a tOrary yo a payne Miss Hobson is author of “Gen- caulad teenie ae aaa for by my writing a testimonial for Max Factor, makers of fine wigs 
laves city librarian, was mab nty |tlemen’s Agreement” and other | SO ro G Chi Herald Ameri- | Since the Indians discontinued wars. He probably thinks that -the 
to testify before Du AUC ing the novels. Item to which she ob-' ‘Columnist, still convalescing in | Handsome features which I share with one of the poorer copies of 
g the ret ayy books, y iach salty the 25¢ | jected in Mrs, Harriman’s tales of Miami Beach, getting along well | Stuart’s portrait of Washington was a plastic job given to me by Hatold 
issed ; pe ket edition i Id at newsstands the Hotel Algonquin, N. Y., round | enough to resume his daily column | M. Holden, M.D., Ph.D., author of “Noses” and the most learned fellow 
pany, F and “drugstores. With all of the | table, concerned a humorous cra ‘in addition to the Sunday feature | the healing sciences have spawned since Dr. William Osler surrendered 
own- ' library’s ‘copes of “Stretch on the| With religious overtones which | 1 i he never interrupted. to the pathologists. Or, if not that, the only surgeon owning a $250,000 
ancy River” out, grand jury subpoenas Miss Hobson is alleged to have Seymour Krim, Paramount pub- | home that is more beautiful than Greer Garson’s nose, Eleanor Powell’s 
and will be issued to the library pa- made. licity writer, has hit the literary legs or Betty Hutton’s torso. 
| the trons having copies. Mort F ood’s Whodunit jackpot with a short story in! It would be just like Woodford to suspect that this is not an opinion 
cted. ort Freedgeed’s April's American Mercury, another but a paid-for testimonial to the greatest scholar on the nose—a sci- 
rt on Ilka Proves A Point, Sez Laurie Mort. Freedgood, Paramount in New Directions 12 anthology | entist who has researched in literature, psychology, art, folklore, anthro- 
“New York 22” (Doubleday, $3) | home office —, _ Gx a and a third in the current Hudson | pology, plastic surgery and even among the makers of cigarets—but it 
er of is Ilka Chase’s fifth novel. It has; under the name of John Go rit | Review. is nothing of the sort. It is simply a research in pure science and, as 
who all the stock ingredients of the) has penned another whodunit |" Julian Messner, Inc. set up | such, has no chance of being used as reading matter in a full page ad 
stint sophisticated novel: a book pub-| Which will be published by Dou-! ey qivision, The Julian Press, showing Jimmy Durante smoking a cigaret and exhaling the weed 
liday lisher, his wife who is a magazine | bleday. Titled “The Man in Ques-|Th-., a non-fiction publishing house through his well-advertised nose ' 
ae editor and a career woman, ber ve + mail —— will hit the stands later | which will specialize in technic a gf = re 
n : ° “ -technica ri r . P 
Tor welae ane te ta wider ‘Ser oot Freedgood has published two lin the. ‘field of paychosomatic ag ae wes peo ye “4 -, . mg Wenn ee — Roe 
-the- whom the daughter falls in love | Other books and numerous yarns | py edicine. opinion, but as a frien ink it only fair to warn him that he 
left by agg elle yen. 05 sine gy for the slicks. Bob Keating, Albany, N. Y | better stock up on his dissenting opinions because they are going to be 
: With, a secretary who falls in love : : ‘o was in. frozen soon or I don’t know Eric Johnston from a movie czar. 
stage With the husband and he with her, Times-Union reporter, who was in- , , id like t t vd streict. B 
uston a very rich boy who loves the More Show Biz Books ducted into the Army recently| Before this happens I would like to get my own record straight. By 
daughter, a titled lady, who is} Alan P. Herbert, MP, British; and sent to Fort Devens, Mass., in; now I know only too well how rep-wrecking scuttlebutt is jamming 
An- married and has two kids (she is list, statesman, poet and best | charge of a contingent from Al-|the dossiers of both the legal and illegal orders of witch-burners. I 
ing the w a teak love , d ont biz cessful | bany, will write a series on life in| want to get in the record a denial of one of Woodford’s impeachments. 
N. ¥: star whe ‘is the: ive-lile of 4 mar- aad ounnnle librettist, has au-| khaki for the Times-Union. | Despite -what he says, I say, and will swear under oath, that I have 
rived ried French publisher, who has a thored his memoirs for Doubleday Ke yh of = oon com | neyer te . gorges | to ar ag erga ns oe Nor Bg yt 
) ap- wif ‘ | “Independent | poser, by George R. Marek, di- ever used it. east not on my hair. course, I have use on 
yee, other “asenieed demammeiiie euros Member” slated ie June Sublica- regen of artists and repertoire for | occasion on my tongue to sharpen my wits, but is this the sort of testi- 
Bert ters. She mixes all these ingre-|tion. Anita Loos’ Hollywood story,|RCA-Victor, due for publication | monial evidence that Woodford is turning over to a committee? 
dients with cocktails, scotch, gin} ‘A Mouse Is Born,” is due in May.) by Simon & Schuster March 30.' Ags for Rupert Hughes, he may have used hrilliantine. If so, that’s a 
— and champagne. Adding pliant fig-;War correspondent Marguerite |Same firm issues Stephen Long-/ secret between him and the ballot box. It’s quite possible, of course, 
ures. taunting - mouths, promise-|(N. Y. Herald Tribune) Higgins has street's “The Pedlocks” — 2. | that in Hughes’ case he owes his fine head of hair to other pituitary 
filled eyes, sensitive hands, hunks put her war diary together under | Phyllis Rosenteur, | who: has , tonics, as our friend Woodford hints, but I do not believe that Hughes 
of Paris and a swank East Side|the title of “War in Korea,” with | ghost-written several books and! owes his lovely locks, his longevity, his political bias or his skill ‘as a 
apartment, she puts in a generous! pix by Carl Mydans of Life. Enid | agented sale of yg a a ae | writer to anything as mild as Mother's Friend, and until Mr. Hughes 
7 dash of sophisticated arguments | Bagnold’s two plays, “Lottie Dun- working Maw ig i Affair “a the Writes a testimonial, exclaiming in well-paid prose that he does owe all 
} 20 about love and marriage and has/ dass” and “Poor Judas,” are being|name. Title r n reduc-| these things to this tonic, I reserve judgment. 
way. a few bedroom doors close softly,’ published under the title of The- Flesh,” ss —-* Double. | After that I wouldn’t believe him under oath. His, mine, or a Con- 
- : and guys going home from warm |atre.” also by Doubleday, in May. ing will — : gressional committee’s chairman's. 
rE beds, and finally sticks in a hunk» “Lottie” was produced at. the day next fall. ee See a te Sat ee Oe ee ES ORE Om eee ees ss mowe- 
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on rior to “Where’s Charley?” H II 
for NBC’s “Big Show” Sunday town p 0 00 d 
Broadway night (25); then she’s off to dates London preem. iin taal yw 





at Philly’s Latin Casino (26); Buf- 


John Payne due this week for | falo’s “Town Casino” (April 2), and 


ge shot on Jack Carter’s NBC 
series. 

H. M. Richey, Metro exhibitor 
relations chief, back at the home- 
office after Florida vacation. _—_. 

Songstress Rosalind Courtright 
due here next week; she opens at 

Pierre’s Cotillion Room 
April 3. 


Motion Picture Pioneers lunch- 
eon meeting of the board of direc- 
tors postponed from Thursday to 
Friday (23). 

David Golding, 20th-Fox public- 
ity chief, heading for the Coast 
today (Wed.) for studio talks and 
look at new pix. 

Gary Cooper passed through en- 
route to location shooting for War- 
ner’s “Distant Drums,” being 
filmed in Florida. 

TV-film scripter Max Wilk made 
Jake Wilk, WB eastern story ed, a 


| Boston’s Latin Quarter. 

In from Britain this week for 

special benefit preem of the 
British “Tales of Hoffmann,” at the 
Metropolitan Opera House, April 1, 
are film’s co-producer, Emeric 
Pressburger; Hein Heckroth, 
film’s designer; ballerina Ludmilla 
Tcherina, and Vivian Knight, pub- 
licist for producing team of Press- 
| burger and Powell. 
| Peter Donald, radio and TV 
| comedian; dancers Pierre D’Angelo 
/and Ana, operatic soprano Mari- 
quita Moll, comic Don Tannen, 
|songstress Adele Castle, violinist 
|Mila Raymon and singer Midge 
| Cox among the entertainment con- 
'tingent on the Mauretania which 
sailed Saturday (17) for a 14-day 
West Indies and South American 
cruise. 





grandfather on St. Patrick’s Day; | 


it’s their first, a son. 

Buell A. Patterson has shifted 
from American Airlines to director 
of publicity for Panagra (Pan 
American-Grace Airways). ; 

Fred Courtenay, w.k. to showbiz 
people during his 52 years of serv- 
ice with the N. Y. Central as a 
ticket agent, retiring March 31, 


John Perona planes into Gotham | 


Friday (23) from Buenos Aires, 
where he raced some of his cars 
in an auto Olympics in the Argen- 
tine. 

Julius Gaines, owner of Miami's 
Casablanca Hotel, returned there 


and checked into St. Francis 
Hospital, Miami, following virus 
attack. 


Lou Levy planed to the Coast 
yesterday (Tues.) to attend An- 
drews Sisters’ opening at Las Ve- 

as’ Flamingo tomorrow night 
Thurs.). 

Arnold Moss back to New York 
from Hollywood after completing 
featured role in Bob Hope-Hedy 
Lamarr starrer, ‘““My Favorite Spy,” 
at Paramount. 

Morgan Hudgins, Metro pub- 
licity staffer at the studio, hit town 
yesterday (Tues.) to start a six- 
week, 32-city tour on the “Quo 
Vadis” campaign. 

Lynn Farnol hosted Rainbow 
Room luncheon Monday (19) for 
Bob Wernick, Life’s motion picture 
editor, on publication of his new 
novel, “Hill of Fortune.” 

British bandleader - producer 
Maurice Winnick to the Coast on 


Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blvd. Montparnasse) 


Paris newspapers upped from 
3c to 3%4ce. 
| Louis Stettner now photog for 
| Time ‘and Life here. 


| New American mag, New Story, 
‘launched in Paris by David Bur- 
| nett. 


Jean Cocteau to Riviera for a 
rest after finishing a book and ar- 
|ranging a radio series, 
| Jean Vilar signed for new Jean- 
| Paul Sartre play, “Le Diable et Le 
'Bon Dieu,” which will open in 
| June. 


Jeannine Holland (Maid of Cot- 
ton) and her manager, Bess Green, 
selling Texas to Paris, but wearing 
nylons. 

Larry Adler now at the Gaumont 
‘Palace has inaugurated an amateur 
‘show for. aspiring harmonica 
players. 

Florence Barr, of the Motion 
Picture Assn., to stay at the Ameri- 
can hospital here instead of going 
to the mountains. 

Henri Varna prepping his next 
Casino de Paris revue starring 
Mary Meade; her husband, Ted 
Grouya, is writing the score. 


Peru 





a TV film shorts production deal. | 
He and his wife are houseguesting | 
with the J. Arthur Warners in| 
Greenwich. 

. Executive Committee of the)! 
Amusement Division of the United | 


Jewish Appeal scheduled to meet ¥ 


next Wed. (28) at the Hotel Astor 
for further development of fund- 
raising plans. ; 

Yvonne de Carlo due from Europe 
on maiden voyage of S. S. Inde- 
pendence April 4. She’ll do a round 
of radio-TV guest appearances on 
arrival. First date set is Milton 
Berle’s TV show April 10. 

Fred Zinnemann, film director, 


Evelyn Keyes passed up Lima in 
order to attend a wedding in Rio 
de Janeiro. , 


June Haver: and Patricia Neal 
looking over Cuzco’s historic re- 
mains since the big earthquake last 
ear 


At the invitation of the National 
Tourist Assn. Mr. and Mrs. Wen- 
dell Corey are staying over a few 
days in Lima. Ditto Joan Fontaine, 
Harry Crocker and John Derek. 

Ricardo Montalban and wife 
stopping here for few days; Mon- 
talban mamas personal appear- 
ance at Cine Metro where his pic, 
“Right Cross,” is currently play- 


“adopted” 10-year-old Italian war! ing 


orphan Nicaola Gaetano through 
Foster Parents’ Plan for War Chil- 
dren, organization revealed last 
week. “Adoption” is financial, not 
legal. 

Richard Brooks, Metro director, 





Riviera 
By Edward Quinn 
Rita Hayworth back from Cairo 





left N. Y. on the Queen Elizabeth 
yesterday (Tues.) en route to Rome, 
where he’s lensing “The Light 
Touch.” Bill Kaplan, unit manager 
for the pic, also left for Italy 
yesterday, by plane. 
ercedes McCambridge, star of 
United Artists’ upcoming release, 
“The Scarf,” in from the Coast 
Mon. (19) to attend the film’s local 
‘preem. Her producer - husband, 
letcher Markle, is accompanying 
her on the two-week stay. 

Odette Sanson Churchill, a for- 
mer British agent, due to arrive 
shortly from London to attend the 
local unveiling of the Lopert Films 
release, “Odette.” Herbert Wilcox 
production is based upon Miss 


War II. 

Bill Mayberry, in the 20th-Fox 
easting department on the Coast, 
returns to the studio today (Wed.) 
after casting for a couple of weeks 
assisting Elia Kazan on prelim 
work for the latter’s “Zapata,” 
which Kazan will direct for 20th 
in Mexico. 

Associated Motion Picture Ad- 
vertisers (AMPA) salutes the trade 
press at a Hotel Piccadilly lunch- 
eon April 12. AMPA members are 
also to be hosted next Tuesday 
(27) by the N. Y. Herald Tribtune 
at a cocktail party and tour of the 
paper’s plant. 

John Byram, Paramount’s east- 
ern play editor, and Dick Watts, 
New York Post legit critic, head- 
ing for a vacation tour of Europe 
together on the Liberte May 12. 
Byram’s wife, Marian, legit press 

agent, will spend the time visiting 
her family in Florida. 

Carmen Miranda in from the 
Coast over the weekend to star on 

Jimmy Durante TV (NBC) 


confirms early U. S. visit. 

Charles Trenet flew from Nice 
to Athens for personals in Greece. 

Yehudi Menuhin at Casino the- 
atre, Monte Carlo, for his only 
concert on the Riviera. 

Compagnons de la Chanson ap- 

eared at the Opera House, Nice, 
er four performances. 

Bandleader Joe Loss attended 
Bal de 1’Or at Monte Carlo during 
his vacation on the Riviera. 

Yvonne de Carlo vacationing at 
the Hotel de Paris, Monte Carlo, 
before flying on to Madrid. 

Gloria Swanson expected attend 
presentation of “Sunset Boule- 
vard” at Cannes International Film 
Festival. 

Gaby Morlay and Victor Fran- 
cen doing one-night stands of 
French ‘plays in Cannes, Nice and 
Monte Carlo. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

Todd (“Lost in the Stars”) Dun- 
ene in town for a Howard U. con- 
cert. 

_Oscar Levant due in April 1 for 
re annual Constitution Hall con- 
cert. 

Arena Stage, town’s theatre-in- 
the round, has a fortnight run of 
“Inspector General.” 

Ida Lupino due in for confer- 
ences on “Man of the World,” film 
she will direct for UNESCO. 

Col. Joseph Goetz, long time 
RKO theatre exec, back in uniform 
handling overseas troop entertain- 
ment for the Air Force. 

Helen Hayes 
'for “My Son John,” gave Catholic 
U’s production of “Othello” the 








_ the 
stanza tonight (Wed.); she’s also set 





0.0. with a view to an ANTA run of | b 


the revival. 


here on location | f 


Arthur Loew due here for preem 
of “Teresa” at the Empire. 

Martita Hunt back in ‘“Mad- 
woman of Chaillot,” following a 
bout with the flu. 

The Queen and Princess Mar- 
garet visited the “Magic Box” set 
at Elstree last week. 

Illness forced Dirk Bogarde out 
of “Point of Departure,” with Peter 
Fineh taking over his role. 

Peter Finch inked to play the 
sherrif of Nottingham in Walt Dis- 
ney’s production of “Robin Hood. 

Mrs. Winston Churchill went to 
the preem of “Wedding Bells” ‘to 


screen. 

W. J. Speakman, independent 
Liverpool exhibitor, is new_vice- 
president of Cinematograph Exhib- 
itors Assn. 


from Bernard Shaw to Sir Arthur 
sold for $322. 


Garrick, March 24, 
months, will be replaced by “To 
Dorothy, a Son,” moving over from 
the Savoy. 

Nat Karson declined an ‘invita- 
tion to produce the stageshow for 
this year’s Royal Command Film 
Performance, Last year he donated 
his fee to the Cinematograph 
Trade Benevolent Fund. 

Peter Ustinov’s newest play, 
“The Love of Four Colonels,” 
opens a pre-London tour at Birm- 
ingham March 26. John Fernald 
directs the show, in which the au- 
thor sy toe with Moira Lister and 
Gwen Cherrill in the femme leads. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 
Sol Bragin, WB booker, off for 
his annual vacation in Florida. 
Jane Dulo plays oft-delayed date 
at the Monte Carlo next week. 
Ella Fitzgerald penciled in for 


mid-April booking at Johnny 
Brown’s Club. 
Jeanette Rubinoff, violinist’s 


niece, and Norman Gilbert getting 
married March 31. 

Johnny Harris flew back from 
Hollywood for “Ice Follies” en- 
gagement at his Gardens. 

Anthony Dexter will be in town 
this weekend for personals at Har- 
ris with his film, “Valentino.” 

William Penn Hotel’s Terrace 
Room dropped floor shows Holy 
Week, resuming Monday (26). 

Ann Glider quit the Miriam Sage 
Dancers at the Copa and has re- 
turned to her home in Brooklyn. 

Percy Roberts going back to 
Pirates’ ticket booth in William 
Penn Hotel at end of Symphony 
season. 

Bill Beegle has Anna Marie 
Alberghetti and Sadler’s Wells Bal- 
let booked for his concert series 
next season. 

Burl Ives comes in Thursday (21) 
to guest-star on Slim Bryant’s first 
“Duquesne Show Time” Dude 
Ranch program. 

Dorothy Scott and John Johns 
will head cast of Pittsburgher’s 
Rosemary Casey's “Velvet Glove,” 
which opens run at Playhouse 
March 31, 





Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 

Italian actress Milly Vitale to 
Hollywood to fulfill a Metro con- 
tract. 

Michel Auclair here from Paris 
for Anna Magnani’s film, ‘Red 
Shirts.” 

Bricktop’s Club ABC at the Am- 
bassadors Hotel closed for Lent, 
reopens after Easter. 

Marjorie Winters, TV actress, 
signed for small role in Italian 
pic, “Thousand Miles.” 

Leonardo Cortese, film actor, 
will turn director for a short sub- 
ject about theatre backstage life. 

Riccardo Vitale and Oliviero De 
Fabritis, both conductors at the 
Rome Opera House, off for New 
York. 

Mike Frankovitch back from 
New York and London. The 
Charleston finally arrived in Rome, 
being a nightly feature at the 
Cabala Club. 

Joe DeBlasio finished his co- 
operative film, “The Black Cap- 
tain,” at Cine-Citta. Steve Bar- 
clay, Marina Berti and Marilyn 
Buford are featured. 





San Francisco 


By Ted Friend 

Blue Barron orch at St. Francis 
Mural Room. 

Ray Barnett. new sales manager 
for KSMO in San Mateo. 

Lena Horne set for April 19 
opening at Fairmont hotel. 

William Winter, news anaylst, off 
or six weeks of European tourism. 

Columnist Herb Caen due in 
after Gotham confabs with Hearst 





rass. ‘ 
Gwen and Ray Bolger doing the 


see her daughter, Sarah, on the | 


“The Gay Invalid” folding at the | 
after two | 


Dean Jennings, 
freelancer new Call-Bulletin gossip 
columnist. 

Hildegarde off for provinces 
after smash three stanzas at Mark 
Hopkins with Carmel her first stop. 


Minneapolis 


By Les Rees 

Red Coty and his Rhythm Sec- 
tions at Vic’s. ; 

St. Paul Flame holding over 
Herbie Fields. ; 

Abe Cohen back with “Mister 
Roberts” at Lyceum. 

Jose Iturbi set for concert at 
Minneapolis Auditorium April 5. 








nighter at Prom Ballroom. ; 
| Carl Brisson into Hotel Radisson 
'Flame Room for sixth engagement 


At a London auction 23 letters there. 


Carlton College Theatre offering 


Pinero, the Edwardian dramatist, | Moliere’s “The Physician in Spite 


| of Himself.” 

Curly’s has Danny Shaw, Teddy 
Qualls, Diane Barron and Vic Tur- 
rito’s band, ; 

Roy King’s “Komi Kings” into 
Magic Bar. 

Harry Hirsch, veteran showman, 
home after long hospital siege fol- 
lowing heart attack. 

“Ice Capades of 1951” did vir- 
tual capacity business at St. Paul 
Auditorium for week. 

Hotel Nicollet Minnesota Terrace 
has Liberace and Harris & Shore 
with Cecil Golly’s orchestra. 

Charles L. Wagner's “Barber of 
Seville” set for Lyceum March 29- 
31, its exclusive Twin City engage- 
ment. 

Worst winter weather in local 
history, income tax payment time 
and Lent blamed for niteries’ busi- 
ness dive. 

Sharkey, the seal, again head- 
lining annual Sports, Travel & 


|Boat show at Auditorium March 


24-April 1. 


Ireland 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

John Wayne expected here soon. 

Carl Clopet Productions inte 
Cork Opera House for season. 

Bert Elliman bowed out as Irish 
manager of British Lion; Ralph 
Shaw is taking over. 

English comedian George Form- 
by house-hunting in Dublin; plans 
permanent residence. 

Irish bonifaces to stage hotel and 
catering exhibition at Dublin Met- 
ropole to hypo biz this spring. 


Tommy Dorsey playing three-| 


Bob Clarke to Houston, Tex. 

Tom Ewell in from Broadway, 

Jack Skirball bedded by bron. 
chitis. 

Thornton Sargent broke a leg in 
a fall from a ladder. 

Archie Pressman bought Fannie 
Brice’s 18-room manse. 

George Glass returned to work 
after three days out with flu. 

Remaining seats’ for the Oscar 
| Derby went on sale yesterday. 
Marvin Schenck in towWh after 
'two weeks in Hot Springs, Ark. 
| .Menifee Johnstone and Helen 
{Ainsworth combined their agen- 
' cies, ° 
| Ken Carpenter will handle the 
‘radio commentary at the Oscar 





| Derby. 

| Bill Boyd to San Francisco for 
the rodeo and livestock show at 
Cow Palace. 

Jerry Pickman in from N. Y. for 
advertising and publicity huddles 
at Paramount. 
| Chubby Johnson joined the 
|“Fiddler’s Green” cast, replacing 
| Jesse White, a flu victim. 
| Richard Tregaskis left for indo- 
nesia to spend six weeks preparing 

a script for “Fair Wind to Java.” 
| Charles P. Skouras to Washing- 
|ton for conferences with the State 
| Department on the consent decree, 
| Loretta Young to oy ae te to 
| dedicate the $1,300,000 ariety 

Clubs Hearts Hospital at the Uni- 
'versity of Minnesota. 
| John Charles Thomas will enter- 
|tain the guests at the Motion Pic- 
,ture Country House with his ninth 
Easter Sunday program, 


Miami Beach 

By Lary Solloway 
The Don Ameches in town for 
| brief stay. 
| Cotton Club (former Kitty Davis) 
| closing April 1. 

Buddy Lester and Stan Fisher 
with Martha Raye at Five O’Clock 
Club. 

Simonne Claine, French chan- 
teuse, making U. S. debut at 
Mother Kelly’s. 

' Bas Sheva, songstress who click- 
|ed with “Borschtcapades of ’51,” 
,into Copa City with Ritz Bros. 

' Ted and Phyllis Rodriguez closed 
| at Copa City and left for Washing- 
'ton, D. C. (Capitol theatre), date. 
| Minsky’s Beachcomber remain- 
|ing open now that AFM _ local 
|okayed cutting down band to six 
; men. 

Villa 





Venice (former Latin 


Hilton Edwards slated to produce ; Quarter on Palm Island) reverting 


Ahthur Miller’s “Death of a Sales- 
man” at Gaiety, Dublin, during cur- 
rent season. ; 

Michael O’Duffy will do English 
tour and British Broadcasting Co. 
stint before returning to U.S. for a 
tour this fall. 


Las Vegas 


By Bill Willard 
: “China Doll Revue” at Desert 
nn. 

Modernaires set for Last Fron- 
tier March 23. 

Hank Henry bought ranch out- 
side of Las Vegas. 

Andrews Sisters follow Don Cor- 
nell into Flamingo. 

_ Judy Canova and husband, Phil- 
lip Rivero, in for a few days. 

Cooper Sisters signed for Silver 
Slipper Saloon revue. 

Vic Damone to headline El 
Rancho show following Ethel 
Smith. 
, as ~eonngen yp cemgen | Pe 
erial for Las Vegas story, aided b 
Robert Walker. . - P 

Pierre Guerin and Rene Fraday, 
owners of Club Lido, Paris, gander- 
~~ here. 

berace nacted for Last Fron- 
tier April 20 following the Jimmy 
Wakely fortnight. 

Verne Whitehead in town to 

ather color for RKO pic with Las 

—_ er, 

eorge To and Jerry Jarrett, 
from Cincy Lookout House, at the 
Desert Inn to eye “China Doll Re- 
vue” for possible booking. 








Copenhagen 


~ By Victor Skaarup 
Harvey” (U) set for preem at 
the Metropol soon after Easter. 

Statsradiofonien’s experiments 
with TV delayed by budget cuts. 

Christopher Fry’s “Lady Is Not 
for Burning” is doing well at Fred- 
eriksberg theatre. 

“The Cocktail Party” at Konge- 
lige theatre is shaping strong at the 
boxoffice despite weak reviews. 

English musical-comedy “Me 
scenen, with Swedish comic Nils 
Poppe as guest. 

ohan Ankerstjerne, star photog- 
rapher of Denmark’s earliest film 
days, received a license for the 
Bispebperg Cinema. 

“Annie, Get Your Gun” at Nor- 
rebro reaches its 350th perform- 





ance on Easter. Grete Thordahl 


and My Girl” is a big hit at Alle-|B 


| to E. M. Loew and Lou Walters 
after this season. Papa Bouche, 
who’s been operating, not renew- 
ing lease. 


Nassau, Bahamas 


By Ralph Lycett 

Peggy Wood in for short vaca- 
tion with friends here. 

Colonel and Mrs, Charles A. 
Lindbergh visiting author-play- 
wright J. P. Marquand and Mrs. 
Marquand at Treasure Island. 

Explorer Nicol Smith giving 
lecture-film on Venezuela at Ba- 
hamas Country Club, March 21, 
for benefit Bahamas Red Cross. 

Rudy Vallee, on return date at 
British Colonial Garden Grill, drew 
capacity crowds week of starting 
March 12, Diane Adrian skedded 
to follow Vallee this week. 

Theresa Helburn and Armina 
Marshall (Mrs. Lawrence Langner) 
of Theatre Guild arrived for 
week’s visit with Philip Langner, 
co-producer of Bahama Playhouse. 

Lillian Gish, Cyril Ritchard, 
Madge Elliott, Frances Tannehill, 
Romney Brent, Alexander Clark 
guests of honor at cocktail party 
given by Governor of Bahamas and 
Mrs. Robert Neville at Govern- 
ment House March 17, 








Chicago 
_. William Holland, B&K advertis- 
ing veepee off to Coast with wife. 
Thelma Ritter due in this week 
" ee for “The Mating Season.” 
ar). 


Spencer Tracy and Pat O’Brien 
in town last week enroute to the 
Coast. 

Nate Platt, Balaban & Katz exec, 
and wife celebrated their 25th 
anni last week. 

Sam Lesner, Chi Daily News 
film scribe, off to Coast for Acad- 
emy Awards assignment. 

&K veepee William Hollander, 
handling motion pic end of Illinois 
Cancer Society fund drive. 

Balaban & Katz prezy, John 
alaban, on the mend in Indio, 
ae after emergency appendec- 

Ralph Peck, formerly with How- 
rd Mayer flackery here, takes over 
as publicity chief for Chi Commu- 
nity ‘und. 

Percy Kilbride and cast of “Ma 
and Pa Kettle Back On Farm” 
check in next week. for premiere 





is back in title role after an illness. 





at Chicago theatre. 
} 2 
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VARIETY 





how to put one’s best video profile 
forward. Also, never get caught | 
with your cuticles down—better be | 
well manicured, as in Costello’s | 
Ballet of the Digits. 

Almost every 10th person; 
thought it “would be a great idea if 
VaRIETY reviewed .Costello under 
‘New Acts’.” 

Time. newscaster Frank Mc- 
Naughton, aided by Ed Ogle, did a 
sage roundup job. He ran a high 
“high Kefau(e)ver” — another | 
standard joke by now—because of 
the sandwich-and-coffee diet and 
high-tension grind. Time’s giveaway 
was a reprint of its Kefauver cover 
story, for which there had been 
many requests and because that 
edition had been exhausted the. 
newsweekly reprinted it by the tens | 
of thousands. Incidentally, despite | 
the sardonic stance both McNaugh- 
ton and Ogle took of Costello & 
Co., the former consistently got 
clubby with the alleged No. 1 mob- 
ster and called him “Frankie.” 

WJZ-ABC took its cue from a 
Lee Mortimer guest-shot on Ed & 
Pegeen Fitzgerald’s video show by 
cautioning against any more guests 
talking on the Kefauver investiga- 
tion, as did the N. Y. Mirror col-| 
umnist. With his chief editor Jack | 
Lait, he coauthored a series of | 
“Confidential” books featuring | 
crime exposes. Mortimer and Lait | 
have been journalistically vocifer- | 
ous also re the crime “syndicates.” 





Congressmen Coy About 
TVing Actual Sessions 
Of the House and Senate 


Washington, March 20. 

Feeling of many Congressional | 
leaders is that actual sessions of | 
the House and Senate should not. 
be televised, despite the great pub- | 
lic interest in the televised hearing | 
of the Kefauver committee in New | 
York. Two reasons are generally 
given: 

Senator Edward Martin, of Penn- 
sylvania, opposes televised hearings 
of the Senate on the ground that 
it tends to “make a show out of 
something not intended to be so.” 
He points out that courtroom trials 
are not televised, and he feels ses- 
sions of the Senate should be con- 
ducted with equal dignity. 

By far the more common reason, 
however, is that the public will get 
an entirely erroneous impression of 
the operation of a legislative body. 








‘Conscience’ Time 

Employees at N. Y. office of 
Young & Rubicam were given 
okay to watch the Kefauver 
crime probe hearings on TV 
during the day as long as their 
“duties and conscience per- 
mit.” Prexy S. S. Larmon, in 
memo to personnel yesterday 
(Tues.), gave staff green light 
to watch telecasts on premise 
that probe is of importance to 
all good citizens. 

Six tele sets were kept 
tuned in throughouf the day 
and Larmon made receiver in 
his own office available to 
watchers during lunch period. 


Said one prominent member who 
asked that his name not be used: 
“The real work of Congress is done 
in the committees and relatively lit- 
tle work, aside from the voting, 
takes place on the floor of the 
House and Senate. If the sessions 
were televised, members would feel 
that they had to be present, so their 
constituents could see them. The 
result is that they would be neg- 
lecting important committee hear- 
ings. Members of Congress also 
get a lot of work done in their 
offices during the day, in the dull 
periods of the House and Senate 


TV’s Kefauver Fever Kayos B.0. 


Continued from page 38 


ings as a way of “getting stunning 
and dramatic programs at a price 
that’s dirt cheap” was proposed 
Monday (19) by Mutual commenta- 


| tor Cecil Brown. 


In his network show, 
noted that it would take merely a 
Senate resolution to extend the life 


of the committee and then an ap- 


propriation to provide the money 
to do so. “The money should be 
no difficulty at all,” he said. “For 
instance, the TV networks have 
never provided a story quite as 
gripping or as dramatic as train- 
ing their cameras on the hearings 
of the Senate crime investigators.” 
Pointing out that the appropriation 
would be only $150,000, Brown 
said: 

“It’s the greatest show that the 
TV industry could put on—and at 
bargain prices—and besides, these 
hearings might even do some good 
for the nation.” 


KEFAUVER PUT ’EM 





ON SHOPPING DIET: the daytime sessions 


| the boxoffices at 6 p.m. at regular 
Butchers and grocers who, nor-| prices. Other theatres, which car- 
ried their complete film programs | 
during the day and scheduled pick- | 
ups of the hearings at interval pe- | 
riods, charged their regular scales. ' 


mally, found their lunch hour an 
easy shopping session, instead ex- 
perienced a Gimbel’s bargain base- 
ment rush, and then a big yawn 
all morning and all afternoon 
during the Senate crime probe the 
past week. TV did it. Husbands 
calling home would be told invari- 
ably, “Phone me at recess.” 

Thé nitery business was similar- 
ly killed by the night session. But 
in this instance, not too much 
would have been expected ordi- 
narily, being a rainy Magnday 
night and Holy Week. The only 
cafes to do well were those that 
had organization parties. 

One showman declared, “We 
should have booked ’em in here.” 
It was the only attraction doing 
top business. Previous to March 
15 (Thurs.) deadline for income 
taxes, theatre ops stated that the 
hearings didn’t amount to much 
because people were too busy meet- 
ing the deadline, but when dismal 
biz continued beyond that point, 
the reason for the decline was too 


| evident. 


The bars with television sets 
were heavily populated by avid 
listeners, anyone ordering -in a 
loud voice was shushed. At one 
bar, there was resentment when- 
ever the barkeep hit the cash reg- 
ister. — 

Picture theatres came out second 
best in vying with a new competi- 
tor, the radio-video act of Costello, 
Kefauver & O’Dwyer. Filmery ops 
complained yesterday (Tues.) that 
the b.o. handle has been consistent- 
ly and substantially off since the 
Senate crime quiz, originating in 
N. Y.’s Foley Square courthouse, 
first was beamed. 

There’s no sure yardstick for 
measuring the precise extent of 
revenue decline on an overall basis, 
as directly attributable to the spot- 
lighted probe. While this same ob- 
servation was made by Oscar Doob, 
Loew’s exec, and Sol Schwartz, 
prexy of the RKO chain, both 
made it clear business was hurt. 
Schwartz had it figured the com- 
petition perhaps was as severe as 
organized baseball's annual World 
Series, 

Some nabe theatremen comment- 
ed they were consoled by at least 
the fact the hearings for the most 
part were limited to weekdays 
when matinee trade is not usually 
heavy anyway. Dent in income was 
especially felt Monday evening 
when the 
worked overtime for two hours. 


Extensive Coverage Of 
Probe Via Theatre TV 


Kefauver committee hearings 








sessions. If they have to be on 
the floor, they will never get the 
real jobs done.” ; 
_ Agitation for televising Congress 
live has been going on for the past 
several years. In the house a reso- 
lution has been introduced by Rep. 


Jacob L. Javits of New York, to/| 


permit sessions to be televised. The 
House rules committee has prom- 
Ased that the resolution will receive 
a hearing “before a final decision 
is made.” 





Cecil Brown’s Suggestion 
With the Senate’s appropriation 
for the Kefauver committee slated 
to expire at the end of this month, 
a suggestion that the television net- 
works finance the committee hear- 


a 


gave the theatre television indvg try 
'as much chance to capitalize on 
favorable word-of-mouth as that 
| enjoyed by regular home TV. Four 
| houses in New: York and one in 
Albany carried all or parts of the 
| hearings via big-screen video dur- 
ing the week, with two theatres op- 
|erated by the Century circuit in 
|N. Y. throwing their doors open 
‘to the public, sans admission, all 
‘day Monday (19) and yesterday. 
| Their pickup, covering a full eight 
| hours each day, established a new 
| high for length of a single program 
‘on theatre TV—and it was achieved 
with no breakdown in equipment. 
In addition to the Century 
_Queens and the Century Marine, 
| the Fabian Fox, Brooklyn, has beer 


Brown | Ces. 
_atres, incidentally, reported recep- 


|tion quality on their big-screen 


| etc.) that there was no purpose in 
jthe theatres’ 





her: mission was accomplished. 


| 


/now ambassador to Mexico, was on 
| the stand 


carrying segments of the hearings 
throughout the week. Fact that 
ex-N. Y. mayor William O’Dwyer, 


Monday spurred the 
Broadway Paramount and the Fa- 
bian Palace, Albany, to cut in on 
parts of the pickup also, Albany 
house ordered and paid for the 
coaxial cable on its own in order 
to provide the coverage for its 
audiences. Managers of all five the- 


units as excellent, in most cases 
comparing it favorably to standard 
newsreel quality. 





Despite their not charging ad- | 
mission throughout the day Mon- | 
day and yesterday, the two Cen-/ 
tury houses at the most played to | 
only half of capacity. Reason was | 
probably that the hearings were | 
available in so many other places | 
on TV (homes, bars, restaurants, | 


regular customers | 
venturing out. 

Circuit closed its boxoffice dur- 
ing the hearings for the express 
purpose of promoting big-screen 
video via word-of-mouth and, ac- 
cording to a Century spokesman, 


Century both days carried only 
reopening 








MARRIAGES 


Charlotte Cushman to 
Shapiro, Chicago, March 11. 
a KB engineer. 

Edwina Booth Waterbury to 
Richard Hoffman Cutting, Los An- 
geles, March 15. Bride is a great- 
granddaughter of Edwin Booth; 
he’s a radio announcer. 


Francoise Javet to Marc Fred- 


Dick 
He’s 


son of actress Francoise Rosay, 


rence, Davos, Switzerland, recent- 
ly. He’s the son of Laudy L. Law- 
rence, film distribution exec. 

Lois Marchand to Joe Gleason, 
Las Vegas, March 11. Bride is an 
actress; he’s a Screen scripter. 

Linda Kalan to Philip Strasberg, 
N. Y., March 17. Bride is an actress; 
he’s asst. drama editor of N. Y. 
Mirror. 

Phyllis Blum to Alan Jackson, 
New York, March 15. Bride is 
eastern story editor of Columbia; 
he’s eastern story editor of Para- 
mount. 

Marianne Forrest to Arnold 
Michaelis, Mobile, Ala., March 15. 
He’s prez of World Video, indie 
television package outfit; bride is 
a concert soprano. _ 

Zoe Gail to Bert Bernard, Lon- 
don, March 17. Bride is an actress; 
he’s a comedian. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Harry Owens, 








daughter, Hollywood, March 12. 
Father is a bandleader. 


Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Bridges, 
son, Pasadena, Cal., March 12. 
Father is business manager of 
Paramount’s flackery. 

Mr. and Mrs. Roy  Philson, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, March 11. 
Father’s on KQV staff. 


Mr. and Mrs. Regis Provost, 
daughter, Portland, Me., March 9. 
Mother’s the daughter of George 
Marlier, Harris theatre circuit’s 
art director in Pittsburgh. — | 

Mr. and Mrs. Herb Stevens, 
daughter, Pitteburgh, March 7. 
Father’s with Lee Kelton band. 

Mr. and Mrs. Zelig Bass, daugh- 
ter, Pittsburgh, Feb. 25. Father 
manages Family Drive-In near 


Senate interrogators | Pitt 


Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Delisi, 
daughter, Saltsburg, Pa., March 1. 
Father owns a theatre there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Straifler, 
son, Pittsburgh, March 13. Father’s 
with the Wes Parker orch. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Slinker, son, 
Chicago, March 9. Father is Chi 
ABC-TV engineer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Joey Rumoro, son, 
Chicago, March 9. Father is 
WBBM staff musician. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Gentle, son, 
Los Angeles, March 13. Father is 
a screen cartoonist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Marshall, 
son, Washington, March 14. Father 
is top Paramount flack for the 
Washington exchange area. 

Mr. and Mrs. Leo Wilder, son, 
New York, March 16. Father is 
member of Warner Bros. home- 
office publicity dept. 

Mr. and Mrs. Max Wilk, son, 
March 17, in New York. He is a 
TV and film scripter, and son of 
Warner Bros. eastern production 
head, Jake Wilk. 





|starring Carol Lombard and Clark 


eric, Paris, recently. He’s actor- | 


Andrea’ ead to Dave Alid Law- ; 





OBITUARIES 


VAL LEWTON 

Val Lewton, 46, motion picture 
producer and novelist, died March 
14 in Hollywood. Only four weeks 
ago he joined Stanley Kramer 
Productions with a busy program 
in view. 

Before entering the motion pic- 





ture field, Lewton served as a 
newspaperman on the Stamford | 
Review, the Bridgeport Herald and ' 
the N. Y. American. He joined | 
Metro 16 years ago as a writer 
and later moved to the David O. | 
Selznick organization. During this | 
period he wrote numerous maga- 
zine stories and six novels. Among | 
them was “No Man of Her Own,” 
which was made into a picture co- | 


After eight years with Selznick, 
Lewton became a producer at 
RKO, where his horror pictures 
attracted wide attention. Among 
his early screen credits were “The 
Cat People,” “I Walked With a 
Zombie,” “Body Snatchers,” “Bed- 
lam” and “Please Believe Me.” 
At various times he produced 
films at Paramount, Metro and 





Universal-International, where his | 





last production was “Apache 
Drums.” 
Surviving are his wife, son and 


daughter. 


HAROLD SWISHER 

Harold Swisher, 54, Pacific divi-, 
sion radio manager for United 
Press, died of a heart attack 
aboard a Southern Pacific train 
near Del Rio, Tex. He was on his 
way from Los Angeles to Houston 
for the second anniversary of 
— McCarthy’s Shamrock Ho- 
el. : 
A veteran of World War I, 
Swisher joined UP in 1923, work- 
ing at bureaus in Sacramento, 
Portland, San Francisco and Los 
Angeles. He was associated with 
the Hollywood Citizen-News from 
1927 to 1942, most of the time as 
-managing editor. For a brief while 
he was a publicist at Warners, 
later returning to UP. His wife, 
mother, two brothers and a sister 
survive. 








IRMA STOWE 


'of its radio, television and pub- 


licity operations, died March 18 in 
Ellis hospital, Schenectady, N. Y., 
after a brief illness. 

Survived by wife and two chil- 
dren. 





VIRGINIA KLINE 

Miss Virginia Kline, 69, writer 
and former actress, died March 16 
at Commack, L. I. 

Miss Kline had appeared in “The 
Squaw Man” with William Faver- 
sham, and also in plays by Ibsen 
and George Bernard Shaw in the 
companies of Mrs. Minnie Maddern 
Fiske and Mary Shaw. 

After leaving the stage Miss 
Kline devoted herself to writing. 
She had been a scenarist for In- 
spiration Pictures under Arthur 
Friend in silent-picture days, and 
was the author of full-length and 
one-act plays. 

Surviving are a brother, Harry 
D. Kline, theatrical manager, and 
a sister. 





SCOTT PEMBROK™ 


Scott Pembroke, 61, former °di- 
rector-writer, died Feb. 21 in Pasa- 
the result of a cerebral 


dena, 


hemorrhage. He had retired from 
film work several years ago. 

In the silent film era and in the 
early days of the talkers Pembroke 
was associated with Rayart and 
Universal. His last activity was 
collaboration on the screenplay of 
“Oregon Trail” at Republic. 


LOIS DONN 
Lois Donn, cafe and vaude 
gener, died in Pittsburgh March 





She had long been active in the 
affairs of the Pittsburgh local of 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
and was also a member of the na- 
tional board of the vaude union, 
In addition to a daughter, she 
leaves her parents, a sister and 
three brothers. 


JOHN WEBB SMITH 
John Webb Smith, 62, screen 
writer and cartoonist, died March 
16 of a heart attack at his home 
in Los Angeles. Former sports 
cartoonist on the L. A. Examiner, 








Irma Stowe Nowell, 73, veteran 
actress, dancer and ballet mistress, 
known professionally as Irma 
Stowe, died March 18 at the Edwin 
Forrest Home, Philadelphia. 

She had played small parts with 
Richard Mansfield, Robert Mantell, 
Olga Nethersole and Sir Herbert 
Beerbohm Tree. She toured as an 
ingenue with the Wilbur Light 
Opera Co.; danced and acted in 
“The Devil’s Auction” and ap- 
peared in the American edition of 
“Folies Bergere,” which Jesse L. 
Lasky produced in New York. 

For eight seasons she was ballet 
mistress for the Klaw and Erlanger 
production of “Ben Hur.” She is 
survived by husband, Wedgwood 
Nowell, a retired actor, and a sister. 


GEORGE HENRY TRADER 

George Henry Trader, 85, actor 
and stage director died March 12 
at the Percy Williams Home, East 
Islip, L. I. Born in Sunderland, 
England, he became an American 
citizen shortly after coming to the 
U. S. in the early 1880’s. He be- 
gan -his theatrical career on the 
Coast as a member of the Joseph 
Grisman-Phoebe Davies Co., with 
whom he appeared for several 
years before joining the Alcazar 
theatre stock in San Francisco. 

He first appeared in New York 
with Mrs. Fiske in “A Bit of Old 
Chelsea,” and was in the support- 
ing cast of the original production 
of “Chanticleer” wit Maude 
Adams at the Knickerbocker thea- 
tre, N. Y., and in George Ade’s 
“Just Out of College.” 








ROBERT S. PEARE 


| Robert S. Peare, 50. vice-presi- | 


dent in charge of the General 
Electric Co.’s public relations and 
\for some time general supervisor 


IN MEMORY 


FRANK N. HEARN, JR. 
Went Away March 26, 1932 
Never forgotten by his mother 
Julia Knox 





Webb was a member of the Walt 
Disney staff from 1932 to 1942. 
A daughter survives. 





MRS. OSCAR WOLFE 

Mrs. Oscar Wolfe, 51, booker for 
Paramount Gulf Theatres, died 
March 14 in New Orleans. She 
was associated with the company 
for 20 years. 

In addition to her husband, two 
stepchildren survive. 


Mrs. Katherine Kerwin Strom- 
berg, wife of Hunt Stromberg, pro- 
ducer, and mother of Hunt Strom- 
berg, Jr., died March 15 at her 
home in North Hollywood, follow- 
ing a heart attack, 


Mother, 67, of Richard Kollmar, 
actor-producer, died March 13 in 
Sarasota, Fla. Kollmar, with his 
wife, Dorothy Kilgallen, syndicated 
columnist, form the radio team of 
“Dorothy and Dick.” 











Father, 92, of Lucia Chase, co- 
founder and director of Ballet 
Theatre, diea in Waterbury, Conn., 
March 15. 








Mother of actress Katharine 
|'Hepburn died at her home in 
| Bloomfield, Conn., March 17. She 
'also leaves her husband, two sons 
and two other daughters. 








Samuel R. Wax, former film 
‘theatre owner, died March 15 at 
his West Philadelphia home. Sur- 
'viving are wife and a son. 
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BEVERLY HILLS COUNTRY 


FLAMINGO, Las Vegas 
BAKER HOTEL, Dallas 


RIVIERA, New York 


CHEZ PAREE, Chicago 


LAT 


CIRO’S, Hollywood 


LATIN 
Philadel 


Wednesday, March 21, 1951 





CLUB, Kentucky 









a0TH CENTURY FOX PICTURES 


OLSEN & JOHNSON (ry), 


, SHOW (TY) 
Las Vegos KAY KYSER SHO 
KATE SMITH SHOW (TV) 
TV 
LATIN QUARTER, Boston FRANK SINATRA SHOW (TV) 
GARRY MOORE SHOW (Tv) 


New York 


US) 


CASINO: 








- | 


W (ry 
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MINTON BERLE (ry 


ED SULLIVAN (TV) : 





OF 
CAVALCADE 
sTARS (TV) 


1950-1951 


“git YEAR VOUNe 


STEVE JERRY 
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Currently Appearing at the 


HICAGO THEATRE ) 


Chicago 


Direction: MUSIC CORPORATION OF AMERICA 





